
THE INDIAN ARMS ACT MANUAL, 

CONTAINWO 

THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, XI OF 1678, 

AS AMENDED BY ACTS XX OF 1919 AND XLIX OF 1920, 
AND THE INDIAN ARMS RULES, 1924 

WITH 

NOTES AND RULINGS OF THE HIGH COURTS. 

TOQETHBft WITH 

Rules and Orders of the Government of India and of 
Local Governments. 


BY 

G. K. ROY, (Ra> Bahadur) 

( Retiree/ Superinlenc/ent, Hame Dtpatlmtnf, Covemmenl of India ] 


Tba only work on the subjeol ipubliabcd wHb tbe pormission 
of tha Home Doparkment. Oovernment of India, 

and approved by the Governments of 

Madras Bombay United Provincbs, Punjab, Bihar and Orissa, etc 


seventh edition. 


SEPTEMBER. 1928. 


Eastern Law House, law publishers, 1 5, College Sqr , Calcutta 


Price Rs. 7/8 



Published by E. L. Do of Eastern Law House, 15, College Square. Calcutta, and 
Printed by G. B. Dey at the Oriental Printing Works, 

18, Brindaban Byaack Street, Calcutta. 


THE INDIAN ARMS ACT MANUAL. 


DEOICATED. 

with kind permission, 

TO 

Sir Henry WHEELER, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., I.C.S., (Reid.). 
Ex-Governor of Bihar and Orissa, 

MEMBER, INDIA COUNCIL. LONDON. 




PREFACE. 


In presenting the Seventh Edition of the Indian Arms Act 
Manual the Compiler again tenders hU grateful thanks to the 
Governments of Madras, Bombay, United Provinces, Punjab, Bihar 
and Orissa, the Chief Commissioners of the N.-W. F. Province 
and Delhi, the Inspectors-Qeneral of Police Madras, Bombay, 
Punjab, and Bihar and Orissa and also to the High Court, Lahore, 
who have kindly extended their patronage and commended the 
previous editions to the notice of the officers subordinate to them 
in their respective provinces. 

2. In preparing this edition no efforts have been spared 
to make it as complete and accurate as possible, so far as the Rules 
and Notes (head-notes) are concerned. The book has taken nearly 
ten months in passing through the Press. The amendments which 
were made in the Rules during this period are, therefore, included 
in the Addenda and Corrigenda, thus bringing the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, corrected up to date (August 1928). 

3. It will also ho observed from the ‘‘List of Contents" that the 
book has been considerably enlarged by the inclusion of the 
following additional Rules and Orders ; — 

(1) Orders relating to the procedure for reporting the loss, theft 
and recoveries of firearms, (page 186). 

(2) Instructions regarding the grant of shooting passes to 
sportsmen, (page 187). 

(3) The British Baluchistan Arms Rules, 1927, (page 207). 

(4) and (5) The ^Baroda"^ Arms Rules, 1924, (page 221). 

(6) The Assam Local Rules and Orders, (page 393), have been 
compiled in a consolidated form somewhat different to that con- 
tained in the Assam Manual published in 1927, (the statements and 
tabUs having been omilted). 

(7) Army Orders issued in May 1928, regarding the grant of 
Arms Licences for Serving Soldiers" (entry No. 11 of the Addenda) 

which is connected with Note No. (2) of rule 33, (page 107) and 
Appendix 0 to United Provinces Rules (page 287). 

4. The Local Rules and Orders of Bengal and United Provinces 
are embodied almost in extenso, as published in their respective 
Manuals, but with such alterations and modifications as are con- 
sidered suitable for the purposes of this compilation. It is regretted 
that a few misprints have crept in the book and those of importance 
have been shown in the Addenda and Corrigenda. The Compiler 
will, however, be grateful if any omissions or errors found in the 
Manual are brought to his notice for inclusion in the list of 
subsequent Correction Lists which may be found necessary to 
publish in future, in case there is a demand for such lists. 

JUBBULPTJR, 

The Slat August, 1928. 


} 


G. K. ROY. 



ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA. 

1. Page 8 Lines S7 and 2S. For the words “ 20th Sept. 1920’’ Read “20th 
Sept. '1922.’’ 

2. Page ii, Note (30), Line 2. For the words “A bottle aze," read “A 
battle-axe.’’ 

3. Page 54, Line 15. For the words “Indian Arms Rules 1224” iZead “Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924.” 

4. Page 61. Marginal reference to section 18. For “Cancelling as suspension 
of licence,” Read “Cancelling or suspension of licence.” 

5. Page 81. Sub-para. (1) below “Assam” For figures “Rs. 100” opposite to 
“Rifles revolvers and any class of modern pistol” Read “Rs. 200.” 

6. Page 88. Rule 3. Cancel Note (3) relating to Raja Sri Partab Bahadur 
Singh of Haraha. (Notn No. F-21-XXXIII-27 dated the 9th April 1928.) 

7. Page 89^ Bide 7. For clauses (a) and (6) substitute — 

(a) (i) of rifles of ‘303 or of ‘450 bore or of parts of or fittings 
for rifles of such bores or, save as otherwise provided by rule 38, 
of ammunition which can be fired from such rifles ; or 

(ii) of rifles of any other bore containing the following compo- 
nents capable of use in rifles of ’303 or of ‘450 bore, namely, actions, 
breech blocks, breech bolts, bodies, magazine cases, cocking pieces 
and breech bolt heads ; or 

(iii) of pistols or revolvers of ‘441, ‘455 or any intermediate 
bore, or of parts of or fittings for pistols or revolvors of such bores' ; 
or save as otherwise provided by rule 38, of ammunition which can 
be fired from such pistols or revolvers ; or 

(iv) of appliances, the object of which is the silencing of 
firearms; or 

(&) save with the previous sanction of the Governor General in 
Council, of rifles other than those specified in clause (a), or of parts 
of, or fittings for, rifles other than those so specified, or 

(Notn. No. F. 31-53-27 date the 11th April 1938.) 

8. Page 91 The first line commencing with the word "Note” may be numbered 
as “(7).” 

9. Page 106, Rule 38. In clause (i) of the proviso to sub-rule (i) 

for the words and figures “rifles of ‘303 or ‘450 bore or of pistols or 
revolvers of '441, ‘455 or any intermediate bore or of ammunition for 
the same,” substitute — ; 

such rifles, pistols or revolvers as are specified in clause (a) of 
sub-rule (1) of rule 7, or of ammunition for rifles of ‘303 or ‘451 bore 
or for pistols or revolvers of '441, ‘455 or any intermediate bore 
(Notn. No. F-21-53-27 dated the 11th April 1928.) 

10. Page 106, Buie 83. In clause , (i?) of the proviso to sub- 
rule (1), for the words “rifles, pistols or revolvers of such bores,” 
substitute — 

rifles of ‘303 or '450 bore or for pistols or revolvers 
of ‘441„ '455 or any intermediate bore (Notn. No. F-21-53-27 
dated the 11th April 1928.) 



AnpENDA AND CoBEIGFNnA 


11 Page 107, Rule S3 Add as Note— 

(2 I A 0 303 of May 1928 — Arms Licenses for Sorviog Soldiers —Instances 
of the Indlsonmmate issue of recommendations by Officers Commanding Indian 
Units for the grant of arms licences to serving soldiers particularly in Districts 
where large numbers of such men roaido have been brought to the notice of the 
Government of India 

This has caused considerable embarrassment to the Civil Autbontes responsible 
for tbo issue of licences In many districts it is imperative to restrict the number 
of licences granted, either because tho total number of licensed weapons m the 
district IS already excessive or for other toaaons Consequently if the number of 
recommendations by Commanding Officers is excessive, it becomes impossible for 
the 0ml Autboritica to give such recommendations tho consideration to which they 
would normally bo entitled 

Commanding Officers must, therefore, take particular care in the issuo of 
recommendations for licences to soldiers each case being dealt with on its merits 
Such recommendations will bo mado on a definite form signed by the Officer 
Commanding the Unit at tho time, and contain a certificate that tho officer is 
satisfied that tho arms arc gonuinely required for sporting purposes or tho protection 
of crops 

2 It has also hcen represented that in certain cases firearms of prohibited 
bore have been presented by Commanding Officers to serving soldiers and Indian 
Officers without any intimation of this offock being sent to tho Civil Authorities 
concerned 

The rules ou tbo subject of the disposal of arms are contained m para 1 of 
Appendix III Regulations for tho Army m India On such presentation being 
• ’ ' of ammunition will bo sent to tho Deputy 

‘ tho Indian Offiet or soldier resides, and actual 

, I tho proposed recipient is in possession of a 

12. Page 112 Rule S4 In clause (a) of tho proviso to sub- 
rulo (1), for the words and figures "rifles of 303 or 450 boro or of 
pistols or revolvers of *441, *455 or any intermediate bore or of 
ammunition for tho same, snbstttntc — 

Such rifles, pistols or revolvers as are spocificd in clause (a) 
of sub rule (1) of rule 7, or of ammunition for rifles of ‘303 or 450 
bore or for pistols or revolvers of *441, 455 or any intermediate 
bore. (Notn No F.2I.5347 dated tbe 11th April 1928) 

13 Page 112 Rale 84 In clause (6) of the proviso to sub- 

rule (1), jfor the words “nfles, pistols or revolvers of such bore,” 
'<ubstttute~ . 

rifles of 303 or 450 bore or for pistols or revolvers of 
*441, 455 or any intermediate bore (Notn. No F-21-53 27 dated 
the 11th April 1928) 

14 Page 1S3, Schedule I For clause (d) m each of the entries in the second 

column relating «> 'i * • »-.* * * 

(d) such - ■ of 

rule 7 (and amr om 

a pistol or re nto 

British India ■ * 

15 Page W In Imo 3 of Note f6) /or ( XI of 1178 ) read ( XI of 1878 ) 

16 Page 157, Schedule VI In the third column of entrj (11) (a) for clauses 
(til) and (id) substitute— 

Ott) Save as bereioafter provided suchnfles pistols or revolvers as are spocified 
in clause (o) of sub rule (1) of rule 7, or 

n hereinafter provided, ball ammunition which can be fired from 

rilles of 303 or 450 bore or from pistols or revolvers of 441 455 or any intermediate 
bore (Notn No F 21 53 27 dated the 11th April ) 



X 


Addenda and Coueigenda. 


17. Page £61, United Provinces Rule 37 By correction slip No, 10 dated the 3rd 
May, 1928, a new Form of “Stock Book” has been added after Form A’ headed 

“(OriFor Large Dealers)." 

18. Page £63, United Provinces Rule 37. By correction slip No, 10 dated the 
3rd May 1928 a new Form of "Day Book" has been added to Form D headed “(Or For 
Large Dealers.)” 

19. Page £64, Rule 54. Delete the \Yords “Assam, the North-West Frontier 
Provinces and” 


20. Page 266, Insert the following as new rule— and add it as 
Note (II-A) to Rule 33, on page 109, 

58A. The weapon known as Ithaca Auto and Burglar gun of 
American manufacture, described below, should be classed 'as a 
pistol and all the restrictions in force in regard to the ordinary 
pistols and revoh’'ers should be applied to it : — 

"Description — Haminerless .20 bore, double barrel, breech load- 
ing, pistol grip, barrel ten inches, total length about eighteen inches, 
takes either shot or ball cartridges. (India No. F-2 1-53-27, dated 
the 20th October, 1927.)'’ 

21. Page £6S, United Provinces Rule 67. Add to “Note" 

{vi) All gazetted officers of the Indian Service of Engineers and the United 
Provinces Engineering Service in the Irrigation Branch and all Canal Deputy 
Magistrates. (G. 0. No. 1149 dated the 18th February, 1927.) 

22. Page 271. In rule 81 (ii), delete the words “in any” omit 
the sentence commencing with the words “such inspections” and 
ending with the words ‘‘special reasons” at the beginning of rule 82, 
and add the following new sentence : 

The authorities empowered to grant or renew licences are 
required to take action under rule 45 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
and under the relevant conditions in forms XIV to XVI, XVIII 
and XIX to verify the arms in the possession of licensees. 

Delete the words “under rule 45 of the Anns Rules” from 
the existing second line of rule 82, and substitute the following 
for the last sentence of the rule : — 

Licensees are warned that in case they sell any arras or - 
ammunition covered by the licences possessed by them to any 
person (other than a person exempted under section 27 of the Act) 
they are required to give notice forthwith of the sale together with 
particulars as to the name and address of the purchaser to the 
Magistrate of the district or to the oiGficer in charge of the nearest 
police station. Failure to give notice as required above is punish- 
able with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years 
or with fine .or with both. (India No. F-21-XI, 25. dated the 5th 
July 1927, and G. O. No. 5448 dated the 19th August 1927.) 



AporNDA AND doBllIOENDA. 


XI 


23. Pa^e 274^ Substitute tho following for rule 95 0) 

95(t) Tho following informution slionld also bo furnished : — 

1. Number of exempted firearms ; 

2. eases of loss of firearms ; 

3. crimes of violence in which firearms wore used ; 

4. prosecutions in, respect of firearms ; and 

should bo accompanied by a brief survey of tho position which these 
statistics and those relating to licensed firearms disclose. Reference 
should be made in particular to the extent to which firearms have 
been employed m the commission of crime, including riots or 
unlawful assemblies, and in the exorcise of tho right of private 
defence. (G. Os. nos. 3245, 4485 and 7391, dated the 25th Juno 1925, 
7th August 1925 and 18th. November 1927.) 

24. Page 274. Add as now rule — 

96. District Magistrates should forward, in duplicate, direct to 
the Government hy March 15 at the latest each year an annual 
return, m the form in appendix M of licensed and exempted fire- 
arms in the possession of, and ammunition purchased by, residents 
of their districts during the previous calendar year, as well as a brief 
report on tho quantity of arms and ammunition believed to be held 
illicitly in their districts. Particular attention should be paid to tho 
following points ; — 

(i) The figures of Uconsed and exempted firearms in tho posses* 
Sion of the public should bo combined ; 

(ii) in the case of muzzledoading rifles and pistols, if the boro 
cannot be given, only the number of weapons need be shown ; and 

(ill) ammunition for muzzlojoading guns should not be shown.” 

Note— T he heading of the form prescribed as Appendix M, by the above Correc- 
tion Slip (No 9 dated tho 3rd May 1928), »s 

'‘Annual lelnrn of llcensfed and exempted firearms In tho possession of, and 
ammunition, purchased by tho residents of the — district during)tho year———.” 

25. Page 374. After rule 96, add as new rule — 

97. District Magistrates or^uperintendents of Polico shall report 
all sales of arms and ammunition in their district to the authorities of 
the purchasers’ district whether in or outside this province. The 
procedure followed in different provinces for repoiting such sales 
IS as under : — 


Province. 

Person or authority 1 

1 responsible for report ' 

1 

Authority to whom'rcport 
IS made 

Central Provinces 

Bombay 
* Delhi 

N -W. Frontier Province 

Bihar and Orissa 

Madtae 

Punjab 1 

Assam . j 

‘ Dealer | 

1 Do 

1 Do 
‘ Do 

Do 

1 District Magistrate 
Superintendent of Police 

1 1 

Magistrate of district m 
vrhich purchaser resides 



Addenda and Ooriugei^da. 


Nil 


In the case of Bengal, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
will send to the Inspector-General of Police, United Provinces, a 
consolidated statement of all purchases of arms and ammunition 
made by residents of this province in Calcutta, and in the case of 
purchases in Bengal outside Calcutta the Superintendents of 
Police concerned will send reports to the Inspector General of 
Police. The Inspector General in each case will send extracts 
to the District Magistrate concerned in this province. (Letter 
Nos. 845-P, and 60-P dated the 26 July 1927 and 9th March 1928, also 
Nos. 1484-P. and 6-P, dated the 1st November 1927, and 13th 
January 1928.) 

26. Parto ~S0, Appendix A. Delete entry relating to “Aforadabad" and 
“(1) Thakur Shooraj Singh," 

27. Page QSl'S2. Delete entry "9. Kanwar Partab Singh of Katcra" of Jhansi 
District. 

28. Pago SSS relating to Benares. Omit entry ‘*(3) Goshain Ram Charan Puri” 
and renumber the subseriuent entries. 

29. Page SSS. Appendix B. Benares. Omit the following entries. 

"5. Babu Kant Narayan Singh. ... 10 

"7. Colonel Vindhyoshwari Prasad Singh, C. I. E., (Chief Secy.) ... 10" 

Add above the prcHont entry "(14) Chief Judge” the name of 

Khan Bahadur Saiyid Ahmad Hasan, Chief Secy.- — 3 retainers, and renumber 
the entries. 


30. Pago S87. Below “Tchri"~Add- 

"1. Kumvar Bicbitra Shah . 4 retainers," 

And renumber the subsequent entries. 


31. Pogo 5(15-1 Assam.], para. 2. After 12i,add “on page 255" 


32. Page 896 „ para. 25. After the word “thereunder" 

add, “page 89” 

33. Page SOS „ para. 35-36. After the word ‘page' 

add ‘246’ 

34. Page 401 „ para. 47. In first line, place a fullstop 

after *1924’ and for the word, ‘under’, read “Under” 

35. Page 404 „ para. 68. - For the first word “Licensed” 

read “Licences.” 


36. Page 406. Lines 13 and 14. For the words "pages 148 and 171 of the Arms 
Manual (Vide para. 1. on pages 404 of this Manual)" Dead pages 148 and 171 of the 
Assam Manual (Vide pages 394 and 404 of this Manual). 

In the fifth line from the bottom after “pages 187-201," add the wordd “of 
the Assam Manual.” 
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Hcsolnlwn of fhe Goit, of Indict^ Home Dept No 2125 P, dated 
the 2Ut March 1910 —For many years past the administration of the 
Arms Act has been the subsect of adverse criticism, mainly because 
European and East Indian sub)octs of His Majesty are exempted 
from the obligation to take out licences for the possession of firearms 
^1 »u-_r«aiona nnUidPi rortaitt Privileged classes, have to apply for 


Pnge B, para 1 m the first lino. For “Entries 11, 11(a) and 
11(b)" Scad "11, U-A and 11-B" 

Page SB, para 6 In the second line. For “ll(o) and 11(b)' 
Fmd "U-A and U-B ’ 


Pape w, para 5 For the words and figures “Punjab 

“Punjab 

No 270 H/Polioe dated the 21st October, 1910 ’ 

Page m. Schedule VII In the second colnmn of the 
Schedule add the word AH* opposite entry (1) 


I 


nuns Uii viio oouao A. ^ V I 

increase m crimes of violence might ensue as would endanger the 
security of the country and that it would be necessary largely to 
increase the number of armed police and to improve their equipment 

3 The Government of India have decided, therefore, that the 
question cannot be dealt with on those lines They have considered 
the possibility of abolishing all exemptions and requiiing every one 
from the highest authorities downwards to take out a licence for 
the possession of fire arms Enquiries showed the objections to this 
course There is every reason to believe that a general cancellation 
of exemptions would be regarded as withdrawing a valued privilege 
if not as a mark of mistrust 

4 After repeated examination of the question the Goveinment 
of India decided that the best chance of solving the problem lay first 
in rigidly restricting the number of exempted persons, and secondly 


' • { 

2 GovKRNiMioNT 01' India Rusolution oj? Mahoii 1910. 

c 

in arranging that persons of recognised status and character should, 
without distinction of race, ordinarily bo entitled to obtain licences 
for the possession of firoarme without enquiry or delay. W]nlo 
details were still under discussion the following resolution was 
moved in the Imperial Legislative Council and accepted by Govern- 
ment on the 19th September 1918 : — 

This Council recommends to tho Govornor-Gcnoral in Council that a Committee 
of ofiicial and non. official members of this Council bo appointed to consider and report 
to the Governor-General in Council to what extent the Indian Arms Act and the 
rules thereunder can bo amended. 

The whole question was then laid before a Committee composed 
partly of official and partly of non-official members of the Council, 
and the Government of India are now in a position to formulate the 
conclusions reached after examination of the report of this Com- 
mittee. These are as follows : — 

( 1 ) All arms other than firoftrms and also firearms of an obsolete character, 
possessing a purely antiquarian value will be exempted from all the prohibitions 
and diroclions contained in the Arms Act, except in Burma, the Punjab and the 
North-West Frontier Provinces, provided that any local Government may retain the 
existing restrictions for particular weapons or in particular areas where such a course 
is necessary in tho interest of law and order. 

( 2 ) All distinctions of a racial character will be abolished, but a restricted 
schedule of exempted persons will still bo retained, the privilege being subject 
to tho same restrictions in respect of the number and description of weapons as 
at present. 

( 3 ) Exempted persona will not be required to register their weapons biit power 
will bo reserved to tho Governmeat of India and tho local Governments and Adminis- 
trations to require tho registration of rifles, revolvers and pistols in the possession 
of such persons whore necessary. 

(4) The great land-holders included in entry (6) of the schedule who at present 
enjoy exemption in respect of weapons in the possession of tbeir retainers, will in 
future he allowed exemption in respect of a fixed number of retainers whose 
weapons will bo registered annually retainers’ weapons, their number and descrip- 
tion only being specified. 

(5) To persons of approved character and status licences for the possession of 

rifles (other than those of prohibited bores) and smooth boros will ordinarily be issued 
on application and without previous enquiry. It will be for local Governments to 
prescribe for each province the qualifications entitling any person to this privilege, 
but subject to any such orders the Government of India consider that the following 
qualifications should be sufficient ; — ' 

(t) Membership of any order established by the Grown, or the possession of a 
. title conferred or recognised by tho Government of India or of the Kaiser-i-Hind 
Medal or a certificate of honour, (n) Membership, past or present, of the Indian 
or a Provincial Legislative Oouucil or inclusion in the list of Provincial Darbaris. 
(tVi) Payment of not less than Ks. 1000 per annum land revenue or Rs. 250 in road 
® and public works cesses, (iv) Payment of income-tax on an income of not less than 
Rs, 3,000 for a period of three years, {v) Being a Government officer in receipt of 
not less than Rs. 250 per month, {vi) Being a commissioned or gazetted officer of 
His Majesty’s Military or Naval Forces or His Majesty’s Indian Marine Service or 
■ a commissioned Indian officer of the Imperial Service Troops in active service, {vii) 

I Being a pensioned officer who before retirement was, by virtue of his official position, 
'■included in any of the classes described in [v] or (uj) above. 

(6) Persons who have -hitherto enjoyed exemption but are not included in the 
new schedule of persons exempted will bo required to take out licences, but it will be 
open to the local Government to treat them as entitled to the privilege described in 
clause (5) above, provided that there is no race discrimination. 

(7) Tho following changes will bo made in the rules regulating the issue, 
of licencos 



Tiir Arms Ruies CousiirTrE’a RrroET. 


. (») Licences for revolvers and pistols will be issued only In cases of real 

necessity and to persons of approved chancter, the feo being fixed at an enhanced 
rate of Rs 10, except m the Nortli-We«ii 1 rentier Province where no change will be 
made (lO For a licence in Form XVI tho too will be raised to Rs 5 for each breech- 
loading weapon but will remain unchanecd for mnxzle loaders (tu) Licences will 
■ ’ .•>' e*jifgo jears on a compounded fee 

report of loss and transfer of the 
, local authorities shall have the 

Tight to enquire whether tho weapon for which a licence has been granted is still 
in the possession of the licence holder (iv) Special instructions will be issued to 
■” ■ ‘ *■ ' ' ' ‘ ' cattle 

, other 
lolder 8 

. ■ . ■ • Burma, 

Assam and the North West Frontier Province, subject to any restrictions that ma> 
be necessary In regard to any particular province (vO Licenses wiU not only bo 
issued by District Magistrates, but also by such Sub Divisional officers as the local 
Government may specially empower In this behalf For tho purposes of enquiry 
preliminary to the issue of a liccnco. other agencies will, where possible, he employed 
in addition to or in substitution for tho police 

The necessary modification of tho rules and schedules in order 
to give effect to these decisions is now being undertaken but in order 
to give persons, who are exempted at present but will not bo exempted 
in future, time to adjust themselves to tho new conditions, the 
changes in the list of exempted persons and the enhancement of 
fees will not take effect until 1st January 1920. 


T/ie Report of the Indian At ms Rules Committee dated the SOth Sept 
1D2(L — A resolution was moved in the Assembly on tho 8ih of February 
Introductory. Baba Ujagar Singh Bedi, to the effect 

that a Committee with a non official majority 
should be appointed by tho Governor General in Council to examine 
the new Arms Eu!e«, 1920, and to submit a rep rt before the session 
making specific recommendations with a view further to amend 
them The resolution was carried and was accepted by the Governor 
Geneial in Council subject to adherence to the principloH (1), 
that there should be no racial discriminations m the rules, and (2), 
that the Government must retain tho power to impose restric- 
tions to prevent arms and particularly firearms from falling into 
the possession of lawless or dangerous persons In accordance with 
the instructions contained in Resolution No F -57 1 dated 
the Ist June 1922, wo have examined tho Arms Rules, 1920, and 
submit our recomendations to tho Government of India for such 
action as they think desirable 

2. Our conclusions have been reached after an exhaustive 
examination of tho views of local Governments, the recommenda- 
tions of tho Committee appointed la 1919, to advice as to the 
principles on which the rules should be framed, and a large number 
of memoranda submitted to us by various members of the public 
many of which were sent in response to a general invitation issued 
by the Government of India to those interested in the subject 
under discussion to communicate their views to Government for 
the information of the Committee We have examined orally 13 
official and 16 non-official witnesses including representatives of 
the army and the trade, whose evidence taken in public of 
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The Abms Ktjles Committee’s Report. 


which much has already appeared in the columns of the press. 
We commenced our sessions in the month of July and spent ten 
days in recording evidence. We were unable to conclude our work 
then and for unavoidable reasons -were compelled to postpone our 
deliberations until the September Session of the Legislature. For 
this reason there has been some delay in the submission of our 
report. 


We propose to deal first with the question of the retention, 
Exemptions. extension, or contraction of the list of exemp- 

tions. Their total abolition has been advocated 
generally as a counsel of perfection, and the m'aiority of the Com- 
mittee would prefer this course if it were practicable. Local 
Governments, however, are of opinion that at this stage the entire 
abolition of exemptions would create gi-ave dissatisfaction amongst 
the classes hitherto exempted and would be unwise and inexpedient. 
With this conclusion the majority of the Committee are in agree- 
ment. A large number of non-official Indians both in their oral 
evidence and in their written memoranda maintain that the schedule 
of exemptions should be enlarged. After careful consideration of 
the views put before us and after examining in detail the entries 
in Schedule I, we are of opinion that the existing list of exemptions 
contained in that schedule is imperfect in some respects and we 
make the following recommendations regarding it 

Under entry 1 (a) we would include ministers and members of 
the Imperial Legislature during their terms of office and Privy 
Councillors. The Committee by a majority, do not recommend a 
similar concession to members of the Provincial Legislatures. 

In regard to entry 6 (d), 6 (/), {i) and ’6 ig) we doubt whether 
the terms Great Sardars or Zamindars are sufficiently precise and 
we do not know what interpretation is placed upon them by the 
local Governments concerned, namely, the Punjab, the United 
Provinces and the Central Provinces. We therefore recommend 
that enquiries should be made from these local Governments whether 
they maintain lists of these -categories, whom they include, and 
‘whether they are sufficiently elastic. It has been represented to 
us that in some cases gentlemen who are in fact big Zamindars are 
excluded because they are not on the provincial Darbar List. If 
this is so, we think that it is an undesirable restriction. We are 
further of opinion that due regard should also be paid to lineage 
and family position and the lists revised accordingly. If such lists 
of exemptions under this entry are not maintained we recommend 
that they should be prepared after the terms in question have been 
more precisely defined. We append a note by our colleague, Baba 
Ujagar Singh Bedi., making certain suggestions in this connection 
which we think may suitably be placed before the local Governments 
concerned for consideration. 


Entry No. 7. — We are impressed with the evidence of Khan 
Bahadur Muhammad Saifullah Khan, Khan of Isa Khel, who ex- 
plained that the proviso in column 3 rendered this privilege to a 
large extent ineffective and we accordingly recommend the removal 
of the proviso. We are also of opinion that the same privilege 
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should bo extended to the districts of CampboUpiir, Rawalpindi 
and any other district adjoining the North-West Frontier Province 
which arc exposed to raids and dacoitics unless the local Govern- 
ment take exception to this ct luse 

Entries H, 11 A^and 11 3 —Wo consider that it 18 unnecessary 
to retain those exemptions m the actual Schedule of Exemptions 
Those items were included with a view to protecting, what may be 
termed the ^cstcd rights of the classes named, on the Ist of January 
1920, and wo are of opinion that those rights should continue to 
be protected Wo therefore recommend that all the present oxemptoes 
in the entries 11, 11(4^ and 11 (51 should be granted a life licence 
conferring on thorn the same privileges m respect of arms exempted 
from licence and fee which they now possess The majority 
of the Committee do not recommend that this privilege should 
be extended to title holders, who received titles after the Ist 
January 1920 

Entry 13 — Wo recommend that an addition should be made to 
provide for the gift of swords or other arms by the Commandor-in 
Chief or on his behalf A similar addition should also be made in 
Schedule II, entry 3 {vii) Our colleague, Baba Ujagar Singh Bedi, 
has pointed out that some confusion exists in regard to entry 11 
(4) and entry 13 He considers that it should be made clear that 
entry 13 relates only to those who wore presented with swords 
and arms after 1920, Uiis follows as a matter course if our 
recommendations arc accepted as entries 11, lliWandUEj will 
be omitted, and entry 13 wiUbo renumbered We are content to 
leave this point of drafting to the special ofiicor who, we propose, 
should be appointed for the purpose of redrafting the rule** 

4 We considered the proposal that all stipendiary and honorary 
magistrates should be included in the list of exemptions , but we 
are of opinion that a firearm cannot be regarded as a necessary 
part of the equipment of a magistrate as such and are unable 
to recommend this The case of the police is sufficiently met 
by the fact that a revolver is already a part of the equipment 
of police officers above the rank of head constable While in 
our view it is reasonable that all Government servants who, in the 
opinion of the local Government, require arms for the adequate 
discharge of their duty should be exempt from the payment of fees 
we cannot recommend that all Government servants should be in- 
cluded in Schedule I among the exempted classes 

5 In the case of all exeniptees we consider it of the highest 
importance that they should register all the arms they have in 
their possession , and we recommend that registration should bo 
compulsory In regard to the limit imposed by certain local Govern- 
ments on the number of arms winch may be possessed we have no 
evidence that such rc^itrictions are irksome and indeed from the 
rules we have seen we are convinced that the scale allowed la gene- 
rous We therefore recommend no interference with the restrictions 
at present imposed by local Governments on the number and kind 
of arms which can be possessed by exempted persons It follows 
that wo do not recommend a fixed scale which shall be uniform 
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throiiglioufc India. Conditions vary in different provinces and 
under the' rules framed by the various local Governments exemptees 
can carry as jnany weapons as they rea.sonably require for purpose 
of protection or other legitimate purposes. 

6. A. proposal has been put before us that the power of can- 
celling individual exemptions should be given to local Governments. 
We consider that the existing rules by which this power is vested 
in the Governor-General in Council should remain. 

7. Our colleagues Mr. Bajpai, Mr. Reddi and Mt. Faiyaz Khan 
favour the adoption of a system by which licences should be issued 
without restriction to all applicants on payment of the prescribed 
fee save in the case of undesirable persons specified in a list kept 
for the purpose. This proposal, however, does not commend itself 
to the majority of the Committee, who regard it as entirely out- 
side the scope of practical politics. It is only exposed to the objec- 
tions we have urged to the total abolition of exemptions, but is 
open to the serious criticism that a suitable or proper classification 

of undesirable persons would be impossible, 

8. We next come to the entitled class. The evidence on the 

question whether licences are often withheld 
Entitled class. from those wlio belong to this class is divided, 

but we would recommend removal of restrictions in two directions. 
In our view eligibility to be included in the entitled class should be 
considerably extended, and the existing procedure in the matter of 
enquiry is susceptible of material relaxation. As to the eligibility 
we recommend that the payment of Rs. 500 land-revenue, Rs. 100 
t in roads and public work cesses, any payment of income-tax and, in 
\ the ca'.e of a Government servant, receipt of a pay of Rs. 100 a month 
^ and over should be sufficient qualification. In the case of the Punjab. 

^ Madras and the Central Provinces we suggest that enquiry should 
be made whether the limit of land-revenue should not be Rs. 250 
* instead of Rs. 500. Further the heads of Joint Plindu families should , 
be included in this class, and the adult brothers and sons of entitled 
persons living jointly with them should be similarly regarded as 
belonging to it. As to the relaxation of the procedure of enquiry we 
think that lists of entitled persons should be maintained and that any 
member of the entitled class applying for a licence should be granted 
one immediately without enquiry unless the District Magistrate has 
some definite reason to think that the applicant is an unfit person, in 
which case he may for reasons to be recorded in writing, refuse the 
grant of a licence or cause enquiry to be made : in cases of refusal 
we would recognize a right of revision by the Commissioner or some 
officer of equal status nominated in this behalf by the local 
Government. In the existing rules no mention is made of the entitled 
class the principles regarding it being contained in a Resolution of 
the Government of India No. 2125-G.-Police, dated the 21st March 
lbl9 (page 1). We are of opinion that it would be more satisfactory to 
the general public if the provisions regarding the entitled class with 
the modifications we suggest were embodied in the rules as we 
strongly recommend that this should be done, 
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9. Wo have given careful consideration to tho various questions 
Licence* wliicli ariEc in connection with tho grant of 

hccncos, especially licences for tho posscFsion 
of arms Complaints have boon made to us regarding the administra- 
tion, in practice, of the Hules, especially as regards the delays in 
dealing with applications tho irksome nature of tho enquiries 
sometimes instituted, tho (UfRcuUy of securing renewal of licences 
already granted, and tho difference mtho restrictions imposed by the 
various local Governments. Indeed wo are constrained to place it 
on record that in our opinion the venous criticism which has been 
directed against the Arms Rules m some quarters is duo not so 
much to inherent defects in tho rules themselves as to the method 
m which they have been put into practice We have therefore given 
our particular attention t:) methods of improving tho executive 
machinary 

10 We have referred above to the unnecessary inconvenience 

caused in some respects to would bc-licence- 
holders by reason of the delay in issuing 
licences. We rcco^niao that this delay is frequently caused by the 
necessity for making enquiries about tlie fitness of n person to 
possess a weapon, and while wo do not recommend that enquiry can bo 
dispensed with in every ease, we believe that the present practice by 
which enquiries are almost entirely earned out by the police is open 
to objection by the public and should as far as possible be abandoned 
We suggest that in any case m which a previous enquiry is 
necessary, particularly in case of entitled persons, the Distiiot 
Magistrate should make it, if possible, by any agency, official or 
non-official, ho may clioo«e other than the police, and whenever 
possible through a Magistrate. In any case in which it is found 
necessary to have an enquiry made through the agency of a police 
officer we arc strongly of opinion that a licence should not be refused 
merely on tho strength of the report of such an officer alone hut that 
the District Magistrate should Older a magisterial enquiry also 
before coming to a final decision. 

11 In some provinces we have found that tho custom obtains 

of l™'tmg tho number of IioonCBS issued We 
Of licences. havG even found that tho practice of individual 

District Magistrates in tho same province 
varies Any arbitrary limitation of the number of licences issued 
in a district or province may clearly lead to the refusal of a licence 
to a fit and proper person and we can see no justification for the 
adoption, save in exceptional circum‘’taiiceB, of this practice In our 
view the normal practice should be that no limit should be placed on 
the number of licences which may bo issued in any district or 
province. Wo recognise, however, that circumstances may arise in 
which a rapid increase in the number of arras in a particular area 
may be fraught with dangoi and we think it advisable that local 
Governments should have discretionary power, without being 
compeHed to resort to the extreme measuto of disarming, to limit 
the number of arms in any area or district if there is reason to 
apprehend serious danger fiom tho free grant of licences and if 
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such restriction is necessary for the maintenance of the public 
tranquillity. 

12. We should recognise a right of revision in the case of 

Revision and prose- grant a license, but we would not 

disturb the existing rule which requires the 
sanction of the istrict Magistrate to a 


cuUon. 


prosecution. 


13. 


Duration of Licences. 


The period covered by the license varies in different 
provinces, but we recommend that it should 
now be the calendar year. The scale of fees 
is discussed in paragraph 21 below. Persons should be allowed as 
at present to take licences for three years on payment of a composi- 
tion fee. We gather this rule is not widely known at present, and 
we think it would be desirable that the necessary steps should be 
taken to ensure its publicity. 

14. In some quarters the criticism has been made that persons 
~ desirous of purchasing a weapon are put to 

inconvenience because they cannot produce the 
weapon when applying for the licence necessary for its possession, 
and it was therefore recommended that a temporary licence should 
be given to cover such purchase pending the grant of a licence for 
possession. We do not agree with this, and in our view a geraianont 
licence should be issued at the time the applicant apples foi“a 
licence and the number and description of the weapons purchased 
should be filled in by the firms from whom the purchase is made and 
communicated by them to the District Magistrate concerned. In 
this matter a uniform practice should be adopted throughout India. 


Licences for persons 
arriving by sea. 


15. Another instance in ivhich the present system has been 
shown to operate to the inconvenience of the 
licence-holders or would-be licence-holders is 
that of persons arriving at Bombay, Madras or 

Calcutta, etc., by sea, who are not in possession of licences and are 
therefore compelled to deposit their weapons with their agents or in 
the Customs House until a regular licence can be obtained. We 
therefore recommend that customs and police officers should be 
permitted to issue a temporary licence for fourteen days on" payment 
of the full fee, a receipt being given to the licensee. On receipt of 
the proper licence from the authority empowered to issue the same 
no further fee should be payable. 

16. We attach some importance to the stricter enforcement of 

, c condition 7 of the conditions under which a 

licence for the possession or arms and ammuni- 
tion is granted. It has been suggested to us that the procedure in 
the case of failure to report the loss’ of firearms should be tightened 
up. But we are of opinion that the contingency is provided for by 
the conditions of the licence, and all that is required is its more rigid 
enforcement. We recommend however that the licence should also 
specify the penalty laid down in the Act for breaches of this or- any 
of the conditions under which the licence is granted. 



'l*ni; Arms Rules Cohuittee’s Rirora. 


9 


17. Tho question of a froo issue of crop protection licences -was 
Crop protection raised by a number oNvitnesses. The evidence 

licences. ^ givon by ofBclal witnesses goes to prove that 

crop protection iicencos are issued freely but 
in some cases conditions are imposed, such as annual production of 
evidence of tho purpose for which tho licence is required, before 
renewal is granted. Wo recommend the freer issue of such licences 
and particularly on applications by or recommendations of land- 
lords who are well acquainted with tho local conditions and the 
extent to which damage is done to crops by wild animals. 

18. Wo have boon impressed with the fact that licences are 
Form of licence. frequently granted on flimsy paper which 

quickly perishes, and wo recommend tho uni- 
versal adoption of tho Calcutta form. Tlierc the licence is printed on 
stout paper, and is enclosed in covers such as is used in tho case of 
passports. To the licence, a leaflet of instructions, in tho vernacular 
of tho province or in English, at tho option of tho licensee, should be 
annexed. These instructions should indicate tho procedure laid 
down for the renewal of tho licence and the restrictions to which the 
licensee is subject. In this matter we plead for uniformity through- 
out India. It has been suggested that the all-India, the provincial, 
and the district licence form should bear distinctive marks, and a 
different colour for each hae been proposed. Wo do not regard this 
suggestion, as of vital importance, but pass it on to the Grovernment 
of India for consideration. 

19. A single licence form should bo used for all tho weapons 

Single licence licensed and not a separate licence for each 

arm. Wo have found diversity of practice in 
the different provinces in this respect and we recommend that there 
should be uniformity. 


20. As regards the renewal of licences wo are of opinion that 
Renewal of licence*. oxistingprocedurc is Buscoptable of improve- 

ment. We see no reason why, when a licence 
has once been issued, it should be necessary for a District Magistrate 
to sanction renewal. The licensee may have changed his district or 
he may live in an inaccessible locality. The inconvonionce then 
caused is considerable and easily avoidable. We therefore recommend 
that licences should he renewed by aijy "Magistrate or any Sub- 
Divisional Magistrate in the district in which the licensee is residing 
of in any other district in which he is known. In the case of a 
renewal of a licence in a district other than that in which the licence 
was originally issued we recommend that tho original licence should 
be renewed and the authority which issued the original licence 
supplied with information of renewal. The production of firearms 
should not in our opinion be a precedent condition to the renewal of 
a licence. 


21. In regard to the scale of fees we find that there are indica- 
tions that the present fees are regarded as too 
high (except for a provincial licence in the 
North-West Frontier Province) especially in the case of breech- 
loading guns. We recommend the following scale in all provinces 
2 
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except, for provincial or district licences in the North-West Frontier 
Province and possibly frontier districts of the Punjab ; — 

Initial Pee — Revolver Rs. 10 ; Rifle Rs. 5 ; Breech-Loading Gun 
and *22 bore Rifle Rs. 3 ; Muzzle-loading Gun or Air Gun requiring 
I a lice'nceV annas 12 ; the enhancement of the fee from annas 8 to 
' annas 12 being intended to meet the cost of the improved and more 
expensive form of licence. The fees on renewal should be reduced 
and we recommend that they should be respectively Rs. 5, 2-8-0, 
1-8-0 and annas 8 ; but if renewal applications are not made within 
a month after the expiry of the period covered by the licence we 
recommend that it should be open to the District Magistrate in lieu 
of prosecution to levy the initial fee in full. No reduction of fee on 
account of composition is required; 

Payment of fees should be by non-judicial stamp and applicants 
should be allowed to send their applications for licences or renewal 
of licences bv post. 


As stated earlier in our report all Government servants who are, 
r t In the opinion of their local Government, 

- required to possess arms for the adequate 

discharge of their duty, and all members of the Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces, should be permitted to possess two arms without 
payment of fees. Exemptees should, as at present, pay no fees and 
those who will, if our recommendations are accepted, receive a life 
licence should similarly pay no fees for the arms which they are 
entitled to possess. We consider that the question of the extended 
issue of firearms free of fee in the North-West Frontier Province and 
Frontier districts should be carefully examined by the local autho- 
rities and we strongly recommend that, subject to such enquiries, 
action on these lines should be taken. We sympathise with the 
view of the arms-dealers that the existence of a separate fee for 
a licence for import into India and transport to destination is a 
distinct hardship, and in our opinion there should be a single 
fee only. 


Restriction on limit of 
possession of ammuni- 
tion. 


22. Under the rules no limits are placed on the amount of 
ainmunition which may be possessed ; but local 
Governments, have themselves imposed limita- 
tions. From the evidence before us we consider 
that the.se restrictions are in some cases 
unnecessary and calculated to inconvenience the bona-fide sports- 
man. A uniform procedure in this respect is desirable throughout 
India and we accordingly recommend that no limit of ammunition 
should be fixed in the case of shot-guns or '22 bore or target rifles. 
In the case of revovlers we recommend a limit of 100 rounds and in 
the case of rifles a limit of 200 rounds per rifle. Any person who 
can prove that he needs more than 100 rounds for a revolver or 200 
rounds for a rifle should be given a licence for a larger number. 
At the time of the purchase of revolver and rifle ammunition the 
licence should, in our judgment, be produced. We are also of 
opinion that measures should be taken to facilitate the export of 
arms and ammunition to persons residing in feudatory states. 
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23, We have discussed in some detail questions affecting the 

issue of licences because wo feel that the public 
iDgitimato grievances, and wo believe that 
procedure. ^ improvements nan be effected for their benefit 

without in a«»y way impairing the efficiency 
of the' Arms Act administration. We desire now to make two 
proposals which wo think may have material effect in allaying 
whatever dissatisfaction ihay remain. In the first place, we recom- 
mend that the issue of all-India licences should bo as unrestricted 
as possible and should bo goncraHy encouraged, and that certainly 
every member of the entitled class to whom a licence is not refused 
should get an all-India licence if ho desires it. Further, we see no 
sufficient reason why Assam and Burma should be excluded from 
the all-India licence and would recommend their inclusion. In this 
connection we also recommend, with reference to entry no, (1) in 
Schedule IT, that enquiry should be made from the Punjab, Burma, 
North-West Frontier Province and Dcllii whether the retention of 
these provinces in column 1 is really required, and whether the 
power given in column 3 is not sufficient to meet all reasonable 
requirements. Secondly, wo strongly advocate greater expedition 
in dealing with applications for licences and renewals. We have 
dwelt already on the possible inconvenience caused to the public. 
With the object of remedying the existing state of affairs it has been 
proposed that in each district a special department or a local 
advisory board should be established to deal exclusively with matters 
connected with the administration of the Arms Act. We are not 
in favour of the establishment of such a department or board, as 
the result would probably be even greater delay than at present, 
but we recommend that local Governments should bo asked to issue 
instructions to district officers that thoy should appoint additional 
staff when necessary to deal expeditiously with applications for 
licences and renewals when applications are received in such numbers 
that the District Magibtrate is not able to deal with them promptly 
with his ordinary staff, 

24, We now come to a number of miscellaneous points of 

Point* of detail detail and we propose merely to give a brief 

record of our conclusions, 

25, It has been suggested by the military authorities that the 
Restrictions on restrictions on the possession of revolvers 

revolver*, should bc tightened Up. We recognise that 

the unrestricted possession of revolvers might 
be a menace to the public tranquillity ; nevertheless, we do not 
recommend any tightening up of the existing restrictions which 
seem to be adequate. At any rate they have not been shown to 
have failed. The existing restrictions should, however, remain. 

_ 26. Enquiry has been made whether the import into India 
Revolver* of ’303 and revolvers should be prohibited. 

*450 bore. Tho military authorities see no necessity for 

the prohibition and we do not recommend it. 
There are, however, good reasons why the import of *450 bore 
revolvers which take service ammunition should be prohibited, 
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and we recommend that such prohibition should be included in 
the rules. 


27, 


Rifles 

bore. 


of 


In regard 

prohibited 


to rifles of prohibited bore, we recommend that 
no prohibition is necessary in the case of those 
rifles for which service ammunition nannot 
be used and the ammunition of which cannot 
be used for service rifles, but we make this recommendation subject 
to any objections which the military authorities may wish to place 
before the Government of India. 

28. It has been suggested that the import of arms should be 

permitted through the post office, but we' 
Import of arms think any general rule such as this would be 
through post dangerous, and accordingly we are opposed to 

the adoption of this practice, 

29. The rules regarding retainers have been represented as 
inadequate, but no specific instances of hard- 
ship have been brought to our notice, and 

we are of opinion that no change is required. 

30. A proposal was made to us that licences granted to the 
head of a family should be held to cover the 
carrying of arms by dependent members of the 
family, particularly in the case of adult female 
members travelling alone. We are of opinion 

that the acceptance of this principle in such general terms might 
be dangerous. We think, however, that there is much to be said 
for the wife of a licensee being permitted to carry a weapon for 
purposes of protection on a railway journey, and we recommend that 
to this extent the proposal should be accepted. 


Retainers. 


Carrying of arms on 
journeys by female mem- 
bers of licensee’s family. 


31, 

Sale by agents. 


Reciprocity 
Indian States, 


with 


We agree that the practice hitherto followed by licensed 
dealers of employing assistants to conduct 
their business in their temporary absence 
should continue, and that it is unnecessary to take further steps 
to legalise it. 

32. As regards reciprocity with Indian States, it has been 
proposed that reciprocal arrangements should 
be made in all matters connected with arms 
administration. We recognise that unrestricted 
reciprocity is clearly impossible. Some States have no Arms Act 
or Rules, and in others the administration of their rules proceeds on 
different lines from those which obtain in British India. We could 
not with equanimity contemplate a large number of persons from 
Indian States coming into British India in possession of arms on 
the ground that they are exempted in their State. On the other 
hand our exemptions provide for the exemption in British India of 
a number of high officials belonging to Indian States, and we there- 
fore recommend that the Government of India should endeavour to 
secure reciprocal arrangements .with any State which can satisfy 
the Government of India that they have properly administered 
Arms Rules, 
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33 

Putnct 

Karachi 


We recommended that the same power bo given to the 
, Commissioner m Smd and the District Magis- 
** trate, Karachi, in respect of the grant of 
licences for the export of arms and ammunition 


to Indian States by dealers in Karachi as are at present possessed 
by particular officers named in Schedule VI in respect of arms 
exported from elsewhere m India 


34 We have not considered a number of technical points and 
minor errors and omissions in the existing 
s revue to which Teforonco has been made in 

*he Arm* Rule* ° Correspondence or the evidence we have 

examined Our object has not been so much 
to revise the Arms "Rules from the point of view of draftsmanship as 
to suggest improvements which will benefit the public As regards 
the technical defects of draftsmanship we are not qualified to express 
an opinion, nor is it our duty to do so Wo recommend, however, 
that an officer might profitably bo placed on special duty to redraft 
the Rules, in the light of the recommendations made in this report 
and that an expert from the trade should be invited to assist him 
In our opinion it would enable the ordinary licence-holder to get a 
grasp of the Rules which are of importance to him, namely, those 
relating to the issue and renewal of licences, the fees payable, and 
the restrictions imposed, if the^^e Rules were issued m a self con 
tamed section The Rules as they stand are very confusing and 
are BO comprehensive that the average hcenseo finds it difficult to 
disentangle those which concern him from those which are in the 
nature of technical instructions. 


ArPENDIX— Cei/er dated September 20th J9£S — Fron Baba Ujagar Stngh Sedt 
Af L A —Aa suggested by the Aims Rules Committee to elicit opimous of ceitam 
Provinces on Schedule 1 of the Arms Rules 1920 for which the Punjab Govern 
meet have also been called upon to submit their view regarding clause (d) section 6 of 
Schedule I , in which connection I was also asked to suggest some definition which 
might be helpful to the Punjab Government m their this effort 

I may he pcrmited to submit the followiag few suggestions which might bo 
taken into account both by the Punjab Government as well as the Government of 
India before givmg It a legal shape 

Although the Punjab Government has defined the Great Sardars and Jagirdars 
of the Punjab as those who are Provincial Darbaris yet it seems to me that there is 
no well defined criterion which govetoe the creating and aeleoting of Dutbaris It 
entirely rests with the arhitrary choice and recommendation of District Magistrates 
Hence the definition is not for Great Sardars and Jagirdars There may he certain 
Provincial Darbaris who may be regarded as Great Sardars and Jagirdars and yet 
may not be paying such high revenues as are paid by or bearing such traditional 
qualifications as are enjoyed by, those who are neither Provincial Darbaris nor 
regarded as Great Sardars and Jagirdars by the Punjab Government Therefore 
it has become imperative that a comprehensive definition should be provided for m 
the Law Not even to ignore the idea of the Punjab Government let Provincial 
Darbaris be regarded as Great Sardars and Jagirdars 

” Ithough the evidence 

ertain other Provinces 
sardars and Jagirdars 
vbose land is assessed 
or IS a Jagirdat of 
both cases may also 
■ eaning of the clause 

;elerred to above 
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Might I here elucidate the matter : the Punjab Government itself has considered 
the highest value of the revenue tax-payor to bo Rs. 1,000 as given in the Electoral 
Rules to qualify a person as an elector to Landholders Constituency in the Punjab 
for the Legislative Assembly and that is the highest limit in the Punjab. It is, 
therefore, obvious that such revenue payers in the Punjab are very limited in their 
number. The definition that I have given above will remove the trouble. Thera 
seems no reason why the persons who come of high families of the Punjab Chiefs 
and are jagirdars and still pay high revenues, are excluded from this privilege and 
merely persons picked up by the sweet will of District Magistrates should alone be 
and are regarded as Great Sardars and Jagirdars. 

I presume that I have made’the point clear, and that it will invite the attention 
of the Government : and I may bo informed at an early date of the decision which 
may bo arrived at by them. 

Mr. S. P. BAJPAI, M. L. A . — I think that in view of the fact that land-revenue 
in the Punjab is very low landlords paying Rs. 1,500 per annum as land-revenue in 
the Punjab may be exempted. 

Mr. M. K. REDDI, M. L. A . — While approving the view of my friend Mr. Bedi, 
I would also suggest to define the word or expression ‘Ancient zamindar’ in 
Madras also. 

Colonel H. A. J. GIDNEY and Mr. ABUL KASEM. — I agree with these 
views for Punjab. 

Mr. HARCHANDRAL— ^For the reasons pointed out above-I am of opinion 
that in the special circumstances of_^ the Punjab landholders in the Punjab paying 
an annual land-revenue of Rs. 1,500 who are at the same time Punjab Chiefs 
should be exempted. 


MinutR of dissent by Rai Bahadur S. P. Bajpai, M, L. Af Member, 
Arms Rules Committee, dated the 27th September 1922. — Paragraph 7. — 
I do not agree with the majority of the Committee that my proposal 
to issue licences to all applicants on the payment of the prescribed 
fee save in the case of undesirable persons specified in a list to be 
kept for the purpose is outside the range of practical politics. The 
policy of the Government of India in regard to the administration 
of Arms Rules has all along been a subject of hostile criticism in 
the country. It is urged that innumerable restrictions and limita- 
tions imposed on the possession of firearms have led to the 
emasculation of the Indian manhood. Those of us who were 
connected with the recruiting work during the great war know with 
what difficulty recruits could be procured for combatant strength in 
the army. The reason is obvious. People in the interior who have 
seldom seen a breach-loiding gun would hardly agree to become 
soldiers and fight in the trenches. I think it is not impossible to 
prepare a schedule of exclusions. The Police maintain a register 
of bad characters, and a list of persons convicted of heinous offences 
can be obtained from the office of the District Magistrate. Bad 
characters, persons convicted of heinous offences and members of 
criminal tribes may be excluded. I think the time has now come 
for the Government of India to take courage in both their hands 
and adopt my suggestion, which I believe, will not only disarm 
criticisms levelled in season and out of season against the Govern- 
ment but also prove a source of considerable strength to the British 
Empire in the hour of need.e-- 

Paragraph 3 entry 1 (a). — I think it is only fair that the mem- 
bers of the Provincial Legislatures should also be exempted. To me 
it appears an invidious distinction to exempt members of the Central 
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IiGgislaturo and to deny the same privilege to Provincial Legislators 
After all a considerable body of both the Legislators is drawn from 
the same class of citizens. This distinction, I am sure, will lead to 
considerable bitterness and heartburning I shall, therefore, recom- 
mend to the Government of India to exempt the members of 
Provincial Legislatures as well 

Entry 6 ((;).—(«) In Oudh all Taluqdars as such arc exempt 
Some of them pay nominal land revenue, while non Taluqdar 
Zammdars to enjoy the privilege of exemption are required to pay 
twenty thousand rupees land roionuc I think, with a view to 
assuage feelings which are running very high with regard to the 
exemption of Zaniindars in the provinces of Agra and Oudh, I shall 
suggest that all Zammdars who pay Rs 3,000 or over as land revenue 
should bo exempted My recommendation coincides with the re- 
commendation made by the United Provinces Landholders’ Con- 
ference whiclnnet at Lucknow in July last — (6) Heads of Joint 
Hindu families who pay Rs 3,000 or upwards as land revenue should 
also ba exempted and the adult male members on the analogy 
of the entitled class be considered as belonging to it 

Entry 11, 11 lo) and 11 (6) — I do not agree with the majority 
of the Committee in their recommendations to grant a life licence 
to cxemptees falling under these categories I am not convinced 
that the removal of these entries from Schedule I will satisfy title 
holders who received these distinctions after the year 1030 They 
will continue to feel that, while their more fortuftate brethren 
are exempt to all intents and purposes, they are called upon to 
apply for licences. Most of the title-holders wlio received these 
decorations after 1920 feel that a rare privilege is domed to 
them 

Big landholders and a large number of title-holders have got 
large stakes m the country I therefore, see no reason why they 
should not be exempted Consequently I recommend that entries 
11, 11 (a) and 11 (6) should not only bo retained but that all future 
title holders, etc should also be exempted. 

Paragraph 4 — I do not agree with the majority of the Com- 
mittee when they recommend that Magistrates etc , should not 
be exempted I think all Magistrates, Stipendiary or Honorary, 
Honorary Munsifs and Honorary Assistant Collectors should be 
exempted Magistrates do need firearms to protect themselves when 
they are put m charge of processions, etc 

Paragraph 5 — 1 think it unnecessary to place restriotionb on the 
number of firearms to be possessed by an exemptee, I shall, there- 
fore, recommend that no rcstnctionb be placed on the possession 
of firearms by exemptees who arc almost always loyal and law- 
abiding citizens 


Minute of dissent hy Mr Muhammad Paivaz Khan, M L A , Mem- 
ber of the Arms Rules Committee^ dated the 18th Octobei 1922 — I am 
sorry that I have disagreed on some points in the Arms Rules Revi- 
sing Committee, which run as follows — 
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(1) I do not agree on the ground of principle that the members 
of the Imperial Legislature should be exempted from the operation 
of the A.rms Act only so long as they continue to the members. 
A person may not enjoy any concession, but if he does, he 
should not be deprived of it during his life-time, unless there is 
something to prove that he has become less trustworthy. A member 
of the Imperial Legislature does not lose any part of his worth or 
his sense of responsibility by ceasing to be a member. Member 
ship is only an apparent proof of a man’s qualities, and his retire- 
ment does not involve any kind of turpitude at all. I therefore 
strongly hold that the members of the Imperial Legislature should 
enjoy this .privilege during their life-time. 

(2) I fail to understand why the entitled class should only 
be based on money consideration. A person may not be a Govern- 
ment servant or may not be paying the prescribed sum to the 
Government as revenue or taxes, but still he may be as good or 
even a better citizen than many of the Government servants and 
those paying the prescribed sum to the Government as revenue or 
taxes. The professor of a Communab College is an instance in 
point, who is neither a Government servant nor paying anything 
as tax. Again, the son or sons of a Zamindar may be thoroughly 
satisfactory men for keeping a weapon and still may not be paying 
any revenue or income tax in their name. 

I really do not see why education be not also regarded as a 
sufficient qualification for coming under this class. Wealth may 
lead a man astray and may even bring him down to the position 
of a beast, but education alone is a sure agent for ennobling charac- 
ter. . I would therefore suggest the inclusion of the following to 
the entitled class . — 

(a) Barristers, Pleaders,. Vakils of High Courts of 5 years’ 
standing ; — (6) Professors, Readers and Lecturers at Colleges 
affiliated to an Indian University ; — (c) M.As. ;—{d) B As. 
of seven years’ standing ; — (e) Government Pensioners 
drawing Rs. 100 and over per month. 

(3) It should be expressly provided in the Arms Act that the 
licences will not be held back on the basis of the individual political 
views, and those who come under entitled class will get their 
licences as a right and not .as a favour. What Justification was 
there for the forfeiture of licences . and arms of such revered, noble 
and peace-loving citizens as Pandit Motilal Nehru, Lala Bhagwan 
Das, Khwaja Abdul Majid and S. Asif Ali, etc. The refusal to issue 
or renew a licence to Indians of this position, though a proof of the 
“frame” being made of “steel” has the inevitable effect of lowering 
the prestige of the Government in the country. Big Zamindars 
and money-lenders paying a large revenue to the Government have 
been refused licences on the ground of their wearing “Khaddar.” 

On the refusal or the forfeiture of licences, I have received a 
good many letters from respectable people ; and the following are 
the copies of a few interesting letters in my possession which will 
reveal the methods some time adopted by some of the District 
Magistrates. A gentleman who is paying as much as rupees 
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twonty-five thousand as Govornmont rovonuo, who is also a Municipal 
Commissioner and the Socrotaty of an important orphanage and a 
girls‘ school, writes — 

The local ofSclala fllmply on account of tho reason that I wear Khaddar in 
response to tho country’s call have forfeited my licence of Arms I do not know 
what justification thcro Is tho he ’ ‘ 3tty cultivators 

only if they say that they are tho ■ without giving 

any reasons whatsoever they have aether with me 

other very big and prominent Raises whoso fithors and they themselves 

are hold In great esteem for no reason apparent except to suit their o vn wishes 
As far as I could ascertain and my knowledge goes the licences wcio introduced 
that undesirables should not get llconces^ and should not possess lire arms but every 
day oxporienoB will show that murders and dacoities are being committed every 
day and Badmashes never show m wanting, they always have it and people of my 
social status do not get a licence Wo have to travel to go to our villages which 
aro apart some 40 miles and travel with that money unsafe absolutely at the morcy 
^ robbers and all, and nothing to protect tis I hope you will do somothing to relievo 
the present sUustloi in tho country and save gentry from these Bureaucrats who 
aro pleased with a few on flattery 

In another letter tho s ’ ‘ 

As regards myself we arc » 

my estate cases go to the 

friend But my friend ‘ i 

English suits though of course he has also cotnmittod tho crime of being a 
Congressman 

But I Will quote } ou a most important example that the licence 
of had boon forfeited, and the reason of this forfeiture I shall 
explain in full (instead of the explanation from the writer of this 
letter the very e®ntloaian roforrod to m the above letter, wrote mo 
the reason why his licence was forfeited, which runs as follows) — 
His name is Rais and Talukdar of be is one of the 

very big land-holders of the United Provinces and is a confirmed 
loyalist, always dancing before the Collector and the Commissioner 
of 80 timid as afraid of wearing Khaddar because that 

displeases the officials so ho must wear Christy’s cap Here is what 
he himself says about the reasons of the forfeiture of his licence — 

The whole estate Is m tho namo of my father who pays the revenue of about 
Po ^ nnn ♦/» *1,^ n_ « 1.1.^ v. » _ j r 


ot arms has caused me very great ineonvonieDco I had to shift my residence from 
to permanently aait was not quite safo at owing to 

the dacoities and robberies though It is not quite aafe over here too I wis never 
taking any part m politics, and why I was a proy of Bureaucrats I shall explain to 
you in detail The remote reasons of displeasure of the Bureaucrats was that when I 
was residing in a fow Congress Volunteers camo for subscriptions and I 

also paid a sum but that was not the immediate cause of displeasure I was serving 
as a Panch m the TehsU of and I was called upon by the Collector to resign my 
seat from 1 » t given my word 

that I w cause of displeasure 

and he Panchayat I shall 

forfeit y t least was under the 

impress! Government and on 

the other hand they were encouraged 


Another letter gives quite a different method adopted by a 
District Magistrate, which runs as follows — 

I have also a stubborn grievance against the licence regulations which seem to 
exist only m name We are told that tho reform scheme bad given the honourable 
3 



16 Appendix to the Aems Rules Committee’s IIepobt. 


(1) I do not agree on the ground of principle that the members 
of the Imperial Legislature should be exempted from the operation 
of the Arms Act only so long as they continue to the members. 
A person may not enjoy any concession, but if he does, he 
should not be deprived of it during his life-time, unless there is 
something to prove that he has become less trustworthy. A member 
of the Imperial Legislature does not lose any part of his worth or 
his sense of responsibility by ceasing to be a member. Member 
ship is only an apparent proof of a man’s qualities, and his retire- 
ment does not involve any kind of turpitude at all. I therefore 
strongly hold that the members of the Imperial Legislature should 
enjoy this privilege during their life-time. 

{%) I fail to understand why the entitled class should only 
be based on money consideration. A person may not be a Govern- 
ment servant or may not be paying the prescribed sum to the 
Government as revenue or taxes, but still he may be as good or 
even a better citizen than many of the Government servants and 
those paying the prescribed sum to the Government as revenue or 
taxes. The professor of a Communal" College is an instance in 
point, who is neither a Government servant nor paying anything 
as tax. Again, the son or sons of a Zamindar may be thoroughly 
satisfactory men for keeping a weapon and still may not be paying 
any revenue or income tax in their name. 

I really do not see why education be not also regarded as a 
sufficient qualification for coming under this class. Wealth may 
lead a man astray and may even bring him down to the position 
of a beast, but education alone is a sure agent for ennobling charac- 
ter. . I would therefore suggest the inclusion of the following to 
the entitled class . — 

(a) Barristers, Pleaders,, Vakils of High Courts of 5 years’ 
standing ; — {b) Professors, Readers and Lecturers at Colleges 
affiliated to an Indian University ; — (c) M.As. (d) B As. 
of seven years’ standing ; — (e) Government Pensioners 
drawing Rs. 100 and over per month. 

(3) It should be expressly provided in the Arms Act that the 
licences will not be held back on the basis of the individual political 
views, and those who come under entitled class will get their 
licences as a right and not^as a favour. What justification was 
there for the forfeiture of licences . and arms of such revered, noble 
and peace-loving citizens as Pandit Motilal Nehru, Lala Bhagwan 
Das, Khwaja Abdul Majid and S. Asif Ali, etc. The refusal to issue 
or renew a licence to Indians of this position, though a proof of the 
“frame” being made of “steel” has the inevitable effect of lowering 
the prestige of the Government in the country. Big Zamindars 
and money-lenders paying a large revenue to the Government have 
been refused licences on the ground of their wearing “Khaddar.” 

On the refusal or the forfeiture of licences, I have received a 
good many letters from respectable people ; and the following are 
the copies of a few interesting letters in my possession which will 
reveal the methods some time adopted by some of the District 
Magistrates. A gentleman who is paying as much as rupees 
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twonty-fivo thousand asGovornmont rovonuo, who is also a Municipal 
Commissioner and the Secretary of an important orphanage and a 
girls* sohooi, writes : — 

Tho local officials simply on account of tho roason that I wear Khaddir in 
cesponso to tho country's call ha\o forfeited my licence of Arms I do not know 
what justification there is , tho licences arc hcUig granted to my poltj cultivators 
only if they say that they uto tho members of tho Ainan Sabin, but without giving 
any reasons whatsoever they have done that against me, and together with mo 
other very big and prominent Raises whoso fithors and they themselves 

arc held In great esteem for no reason apparent except to suit tliclr o^^n wishes 
As far as I could ascertain and my knowledge goes tho licences woro Introduced 
that undesirables should not get licences, ond ahould not possess fire arms, but every 
day oipencnco will show that murders and dacoitlcs are being committed every 
day and Badmashes never show in wanting, they alwajs have it and people of my 
social status do not get a licence Wo have to travel to go to our vUhges which 
ore apart some 40 miles, and travel with that money unsafe absolutely at the mercy 
^robbers and all, and nothing to protect us, I hope you will do something to rcHovo 
tno present situation m tho country and sa\o goolry from theso Bureaucrats who 
are pleased with a few on flattery 

In another letter tho samo Rcntloman writes : — 

As regards myself, we are followers of Swadeshi and wear ‘Khaddar,* I manage 
my estate, cases go to tho courts, but certainly I am Congressman and so is my 
friend But my friend does not even wear TChaddat and stlU wears 

English suits, though of courso bo has also coinmittod tho crime of being a 
Congressman 

But I will quote ) ou a most important oxamplo that tho liconco 

of had bcon forfeited, and tho reason of this forfoituro I shall 

explain in full (instead of tho explanation from tho writer of this 
letter the very gentleman roforrod to m tho abovo letter, wrote mo 
tho reason why hi«i licence was forfeited, which runs as follows) — 

His name is Rais and TaUikdnr of .. ..ho is one of tho 

very big land-holders of tho United Provinces and is a confirmed 
loyalist, always dancing before tho Collector and tho Commissioner 
of . . so timid as afraid of wearing Khaddar because that 
displeases the officials so ho must wear Christy’s cap. Horo is what 
he himself says about the reasons of tho forfeiture of his licence : — 
tj» E nn® name of my father who pays the revenue of about 

• 0 of tho big rammdarB of 

• cd from all worldly cares 

■ ' ■ last 6 years, and Ucnco 

• e in-euccs ol tre^arms ... v u » t- e » i . • * 

of arms has caused mo 


that I will ^ as a gentleman L could not do, as I had given my^ word 

and bo slfl a Panch for a month, this was tho Immediate cause of displcasiiro 
forfait V 0 «i J resign your seat from village “Panchayat * I sh ill 

fo'-follo'i 1 at least was under tho 

tbs Olhsr hand thorwep6 sLTur°a?°a°‘‘™ ”'’‘'’“™°*° ° ““'1 on 

“ iifioront method adopted hy a 
tJistriot Magistrate, which rune as follows — 

MBulations which soem lo 
”8 are told that the reform sebomo had given tho honourable 
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zamIndnrB nu opportunity to apply for licences for firearms, such as rifles, revolvers, 
etc., but wo have fully cxporionced tho Reform Scheme to be dead letter. For 

this I may quote instances. I am a big landholder of ,my father is paying a 

considerable Government revenuo of Rs. 8,000. When I applied for tho licence of a 
rifle In tho Colloctorate, tho Collector disposed of tho case to tho Deputy Collector, 
and I was called and I appeared boforo him and ho told mo that if I gave Rs. 200 as a 
contribution to a Government fund I could be given tho licence applied for. I had 
already contributed a considerable amount and that this has no concern with tho 
present matter, whereupon ho said that if I were not ready to comply with libs order 
I should not insist for the said licence. Di.smaycd and embittered I loft tho court. Such 
measures I say can never compel us to co-operate. Eoaving aloof my own case there 
are hundreds that will readily attract your attention. Tho whole district is soothing 
with discontent on account of the severity in granting tho licences. It is bettor .that 
I do not quote more instances of the same nature, 

A cousin of the above writer, also writes : — 

Hfy case is a bit difibrent because I have not been refused tho licence of a pistol 
which I require, but I have every reason to pro-concludo that if I were to apply for U 
I should have been flatly refused. Tho statement of mine is not without foundation 
and validity, because my cousin who applied for tho licence of a rifle was not given 
the licence he asked for. Wo arc one of the greatest zamindar.s of our district, our 
family is paying Government revenue of Rs. 8,000 (tho whole family jointly paying 
Rs. 25,000 Government revenue) and myself e.xclusivcly paying Rs. 2,000. We really 
regret that being supporters of Rritish Raj we are not so Tnuch trusted as to allow us 
to keep fire-arms. Ttic.so measures instead of creating amicable relations w'ith the 
Government bring about the greatest broach of fair connection with the land-holders. 

The above are a few of the typical cases I have selected, and I 
would only like to give one more letter from a person holding a 
responsible Government post in judicial line which will show how 
the other party thinks of the present Arms Rules. The letter runs as 
follows ; 

As for tho Arms Rules, in my opinion, cither tho exemptions should be totally 
abolished or gazetted officers of 1st class must be exempted. You can well imagine 
tho anomaly that a common man who has been hanging at the coat tails of a 
District Magistrate and thus becomes a Khan Bahadur prior to 1920 is exempted 
whilst a sub-judge who is entrusted with the decision of tho Rais cases of the value of 

crorcs is not In my opinion if enquiry is at all necessary it must be entrusted 

to a District Committee comprising of officials and non-officials and their decision 
should bo binding. 

Before I finish quoting examples, let me quote one more recent 
amusing example of the decision of a queer District Magistrate. A 
leading practising Vakil in a District recently applied for a licence 
of a Double Barrel Breech-Loading shot-gun, and the licence was 
duly granted with the following note on the application : 

A licence for a Double Barrel Breech-Loading gun for British India has been 
sanctioned in tho name of the applicant, now ho deposits tho stamps for fee of the 
licence. Submitted for orders. The applicant is a pleader practising in the District. 

After a month or so the gentleman happened to go and see the 
District Magistrate. ISTo one knows what conversation passed 
between them, but one can pretty accurately guess what conversation 
could have passed between these two, which led the District 
Magistrate to write the following amusing and entertaining remarks 
on his application. The remarks ran as follows : — 

Deposit meanwhile, I have seen the gentleman, who seems very uncertain 
whether he is an enemy of the established Government or not. 

Curiously one would like to know from the - District Magistrate 
whether he himself is “the enemy of the established Government or 
'uot,” because by forfeiting the licence of such a respectable 
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genttemaTi, has ho i\ot sown tho seed of hatred and discontent "with 
the ostablishod Govornmont ? One who sows tho seeds of discontent 
wilh tho ostablishod Government — then who should bo called the 
“enemy of tho established Government, the Magiatrato or the 
licensee ?" Thoro is ono more and tho last example of tho mis-use of 
the Arms Act by a Di‘>trict Magistrate which I would like to show, 
and I believe these examples to bo onough to throw some light on the 
actual working of tho Arms Act. A fow months ago at Kashipur 
tho shopkeepers obsorved Hartal on a particular day ; tho District 
Magistrate got ontaged and issued an order of tho forfeiture of tho 
arms of some of those shopkoopors who observed Hartal, and the 
order of tho District Magistrate with tho reply of tho shop-keepers 
runs as follows 

ARMS ACT RULES— A KASnirCR CASE .— a Correspondent).— TtUQ copies 
of tho order of the Dopaty Commissioner and tb© reply of nino gontlcmcn upon whom 
order was eersod am htrowlth *. 

All these gentlemen are cither lamlndars or wholesale cloth-mcrchanls. They 
■ * * *' * lisa non*co*oporator. Even then the 

6ir, wnsll any sin to close the shops 
to bo an illopal oct ? Can Government 
fcrco a man to cither become a co-operator or a non.co*operator Is it not coercion, 

intimidation) Are the pcace-lovine cUliens to bo thus deprived of tboi^r lawful 
activities? It is rumoured that a gentleman Is Boinp to bo deprived of nls honorary 
magistrateship if ho docs not soon publicly do somo work for tho Aman Babha, 

DistriotMaoWTRATE’bOrder.— O n 13ib April 1922, a Hartal was observed at 
v-.f - . t A • '■•if those who 

■ . . • • . ' . * . • ■ , • f these bavo 


By observing Hartal tbeso parsons showed tbclr sympathy with tho non*co- 
opcratlon movement and also showed themselves undeserving of bolding arms liconeos 
granted by tho Q ovctntaenl. 

1 ibereforo hereby suspend tho licences of tho persons named below and a notice 
will be served on each of them accordingly to dc^poslt bis weapons In the police station 
forthwith. If within ono month of service of tho notice tho iiccnsco files a petition in 
my court expressing his regret and assuring mo of bis non-sympathy with tho non-co- 
operation movement, the weapon will bo restored. Otherwise tho llcenco will bo 
cancelled on the expiry of ono month. 

' (1) Lala Sukhdeo Prasad Ebatri, Honorary Mogistrato, Kashipur • (2) Lala 

Raghhir Saran Khatii, Kashipur ; 13) Lala Kuoj Bcbarl Lai, son of Lola Sukhdeo 
Prasad, Kashipur • (4> Lala Brij Klsboro Khatri, cousin of Lala Sukhdeo Prasad • 
(5) Lala Puran PershadKhatri { (6) Lala Shiv Lai Khatrl • l7) Lala Ganga Prasad; 
(8i Lala Chheda Lai Khatrl 5 (9) Lala Shynm Saran Har Saran Khatri; (10) Lala 
Sudama Lai Raghblr Saran; (11) Lala Shiva Lai Vaish; (12) Lala Hazarl Lai 
vaish ; (13) Chaubey Amar Nath, Chairman, Municipal Board, Kashipur. 

... 'The Reply.— To the Deputy Commissioner, Naini Tal.— I n complianco 
wjtn your order dated 7th June 1922, some of us bavo dopovited our weapons In tho 
police station, Kashipur, and others with Sboikb Abdul Wahid, a local licensed dealer 

1 under the law both the courses are open to us, those of us who have 

rpe-tf n 1 . ■’ 0 bopo that it will faclUtato the disposal of theso 

'• . of tbeir value In case you are not pleased to 

•la* a'l\. Under resolution No. 21250 of tho Qovcminont of India, Homo Department, 
lil: j , Match 1919, (page 11, payment of not less than Rs, 1,000 per annum as 

■ • notlesa thanRs 3,00l) for a i^riod of three 

ovemment, Resolution No. 5572— X-844, 

■ ‘ . . 3ve sums as land revenue or income-tax, 

“ • ate., IS to be regarded as a sufRoient 
entitling a person to obtain licences for the possession of fire-arms, 
« iDg riiies, smooth bores, otc. In accordance with these statutory rules every 
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one of us is duly quiilifiod and entitled to a licouco and some of us are possessed of 
nioro than ono qualification. 

3. The hnv for the suspension and onnccllation of licences is clearly laid down 
in the Arms Act. Under section 18 a licence is liable to bo suspended or cancelled 
only if the liconsco is convicted of an olTcnco against the Arms Act or the Rules or 
if it is necessary to do so for the security of the public peace. None of us has been 
so far convicted of such an offence, nor has it been alleged by anybody, and it is not 
slated or even suggested in your order that It is necessary to suspend or cancel our 
licences with a view to preserve public peace. So, wo venture to submit that your 
order is quite illcg.al and uUrn vires. Wo have, jointly as well as severally, a pro- 
found concern in the mainlonancc of public peace. Even if wo were unmindful of 
the public weal, our own self-interest as well as self-regarding instinct would 
constrain us to discountenance everything that may lend to disturb the public peace 
oven remotely or indirectly. Wo cannot help stating that we have a distinct stake 
in the land as each one of us is coniiocled either with a zomindari or with a docent 
business concern, or with both, and such ns we have everything to lose and nothing 
to gain by any breach of the public peace at any time. Wo beg leave to submit that 
the closing of the shops on the 13th of April last — whether all of us did so or not, 
and though some of us, namely Lala Chcdnlal, Lala Brijkishor, and Lala Sukhdoo 
Prasad have no shop in any bazar and Lala Hazarilal none in Kashipur, so that 
it was not possible for tbem to close any — has no bearing in the matter of onr licences 
and the suspension thereof on this accouht is not warranted by the law of the land. 

4. As a condition precedent to the restoration of the weapons you want an 
assurance of non-sympathy with the non-co-operation movement from each of us. 
Wo are at a loss to understand the full import of tiiesc words. As wo have stated 
above, wo have to come in contact occasionally, if not frequently, with public 
servants for various purposes, such as the determination or payment of land revenue 
or income-tax, or for purposes of irrigation or settlement, and in connection with 
proceedings in courts, and the like. The very fact of our being in possession of these 
arms is significant enough. Besides wo arc rendering public services, however 
bumble they may be. in various other spheres, c. g., in the municipality, in the- 
furtherance of the co-operative credit movoinont, in the management and mainten- 
ance of the aided high school In our town, and one of us Lala Sukhdoo Prasad, also, 
is an honorary magistr.ito. Under these circumstances it would not bo impertinent 
to enquire what wo are required to undertake by giving an assurance of non-sym- 
paihy with the non-co-operation movement. Unity among all races and creeds, 
uplift of the depressed classes, encouragement of cottage industries and indigenous 
manufacture of cloth, revival of the purity and simplicity of oriental living, social 
and temperance reform, cultivation and development of the individual and national 
sense of self-respect, and above all, the realisation of the paramount necessity of 
the maintenance of public peace and order under all possible conditions and circums- 
tances and an immutable determination to adhere to the above principles and to 
cultivate feelings of personal amity and goodwill among individuals are some and 
by far the main planks in the contemporaneous non-co operation platform. Are 
we required to run in a counter direction and to turn our stiff backs against one 
and all of these and, if so, would our conduct bo of public advantage and conducive 
to the progress of the State ? Further, is any of these activities prohibited by law ‘ 
and, if not, is one to be deprived of his legal rights and privileges because of his 
legitimate actions and lawful actions if he cannot succeed in persuading his conscience 
to accept the executive view of the matter or to disregard its counsel. 

5. There is a still graver aspect of this question, and we can only hope that 
it did not strike you at the time you passed the preliminary order suspending our 
licences. As was well known to your predecessor in office, Kashipur sub-division 
and its vicinity is infested with dacoita as well as wild animals and their ravages 
have rendered serious havoc— villages have been deserted, land has gone waste and 
population is steadily dwindling— Jacoities have never been scarce in these parts 
while during the last two or three years arson, pillage, assassination and inhuman 
outrages have been the order of the day and a reign of terror has been supreme for a 
considerable period as even one having no local knowledge can easily gather from 
the Sub-divisional Magistrate’s judgment in a recent case (K. E. vs. Uviraosingh 
of May 1922). The report of the land-revenue administration in these provinces just 
published also bears testimony to this. "Agriculture in the Naini Tal tarai was 
hampered by the prevalence of daooity, and the Commissioner remarks that dacoity 
was disastrous and the police were helpless” {vide paragraph 60 of the report). It 
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i 3 rcporloi that a puW\c spSntcd citlion ofTcted to lead tbo poUco In MaicU Kat to 
the dacoits camp in the neighbourhood of Kasbipur town and m responBo to this 
tho supcrinto dent of polico did proceed to Kasbipur and reached the railway 
station with a force of about a hundred strong one evening but ho 

retraced bi 3 steps and returned baeV to his hcadiiuartera with his party by tho 
next train Preaumhly he did this out of regard for public interest and 5 ou will 
see from this how very irksome H our position specially as some of us have already 
received threatening letters purporting to havo been written to us by tho members 
of tho gang In a ease in wh siscssion of a 

pistol without a Uoenso at ^hat a serious 

view should not he taken of ^ ^bo 

nroviaco where dacoUlcs had been fnitly numerous of late j ears and there was a 
presumption that any person found In possession of such a weapon had obiained it 
for the purpose of self protection (Revision No CSO of 1*118) 

Under these circumstances wo beg leave to admit that possession of suoli 
weapon as 176 have surrendered in obedicsco to your orders is absolutely essential 
for purposes of self defence for persons of our status nnd wo hope that on recon 
sldcration you will bo p’cased to cancel your order? under rcforenco so that our arms 
may be restored to us # 


It IS unfortunate indeed that some time tho zamindar'? and other 
respectable people are deprived of tho right of possessing fire-arms 
by licence, while Anglo-Indians of tho position of a railway guard 
are being granted licences, even for revolvers Tho Government 
of India, whoso vision is certainly broader than most of tho District 
Magistrates may not, perhaps hko them, bo bo narrow-nnntlod, but 
their impetuosity has no limit Lot us, thoreforo, put a brake 
upon their rashness and local prejudices by an express provision 
of the Act 


(4) The present Arms Act requires or it is at least a practice 
in some of tho districts, to bring or send tho arms, after having 
brought it to the collcctorato to have the number of tho arms 
endorsed on the licence and I know a good many instances of a few 
Englishmen of higher service — District Judge and Joint Magistrate 
— who instead of sending or bringing thoir arm to tho collcctorato, 
they just send a letter or a chit to tho collcctorato and give tho 
number of arms in it for endorsement I am of opinion that nobody 
should be required to bring or send his arms for endorsement to tho 
collectorate, he should just mention tho number of the arms in a 
letter addressed to tho authority concerned, or if it is necessary at 
all that tho arms should bo presented before tho ondorsemont- 
then each and every one, whatever position ho may hold, 
^ ho required to present his arms before tho endorsement- 
authority and no letter or chit should bo permitted to any one 

(5) The limit of 200 cartridges per rifle is one of tho most 
important questions from the sportsman’s point of view , if this limit 
means 200 cartridges per rifle per year then certainly it will bo most 
Objectionable , 200 cartridges will never bo sufficient oven for a 

month m a sporting district, but if it means that not more than 200 

cartridges can be bought or kept at one time then there is not much 
Objection But why limit the number of ammunition at all ? When 
cne ijovernment relies on a person for an arm with a certain limited 
number of ammunition, then I fail to understand why the same 
amnfif t ‘relied upon for an unlimited number of 

Why Should tho Government of India bo responsible 
+ his sort of act and restriction, which is bound to create di?- 
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content in the country, or at least among the sportsmen, and make 
the Government unpopular. I know of no country in the world 
putting such sort of restriction on the amount of ammunition to be 
possessed by a licensee. 

(6) There is one more important point to which I wpuld like 
to draw the attention of the Government, which is about the 
punishment meted out to the holders of unlicensed arms and 
ammunition. Cases have been known where an Anglo-Indian has 
been fined a few rupees, and his arm confiscated, for unlawfully 
posse.ssing nn arm, while an Indian had to undergo a few months, 
simple or rigorous imprisonment for even unlawfully possessing a 
sword. In the eye of law there is no such distinction between an 
Englishman, Anglo-Indian or an Indian, then why the distinction 
in the punishment. There is no reason why should an Englishman 
or an Anglo-Indian, escape by merely paying a few rupees as fine 
and a poor Indian has to undergo simple or rigorous imprisonment 
for the same offence. If I am right there is a provision in the 
Government Order No. 454-VI-989, dated 14th March 1887, which 
clearly says that the offences against the Arms Act “would as a rule 
be sufficiently punished by fine.” I am afraid this order of the 
Government is never acted upon. There must be a uniformity in 
the punishment of an Englishman, Anglo-Indian or an Indian under 
this Act, and this will undoubtedly allay the bitter feeling of the 
racial distinction. 

There is every probability that under the new rules, more 
applications for licences will bo coming in. If, then, the reforms 
are in reality the first step on the road to self-government, then 
these applications should be dealt with in the spirit of real justice 
and right and not as a favour. There are no doubt several District 
Magistrates whose attitude towards such applicants has been reason- 
able, but unfortunately the majority of them are still too proud and 
not yet prepared to consider themselves as servants but always pose 
themselves as masters, and do not feel that a new era has set in. 
They ought to be told in plain words that the grant of a licence to 
an entitled person is never a special favour or a privilege but they 
deserve it as a matter of right. Let me quote here a sentence from 
the speech of Mr. Iswar Saran, M. L. A., delivered in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 8th September 1922 at Simla, who in other words 
truly represents the public opinion and this applies in each and 
every case. He says : “We do not want the white man to be our 
perpetual ruler, our perpetual trustee, our perpetual guardian. We 
have had enough of this everlasting trust. We extend to the white 
man, and I speak with absolute truth and sincerity, the hands of 
fellowship" and good comradeship, but I do resent and as long as 
there is the last breath of life in me, I shall continue to resent the 
perpetual domination of the Civil Service or any other service ” 

Unless the principle is accepted by the Government and faith-' 
fully acted upon by the District Magistrates any improvement upon 
the present Arms Rules will be a farce. I cannot emphasise upon 
this point too much. The entitled class should never be debarred 
from holding the licence except on the only ground of moral 
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turpitude. I must, however, make It clear that I do not regard any 
attempt on the part of an Indian to criticise the policy or the official 
of the Government or any desire on his part expressed in words or 
act to bring about a fundamental change in the policy of the Govern- 
ment. as amounting to moral turpitude. The District Magistrates 
must not allow themselves to be carried away by what they hear 
from the police or those unfortunate class of non-officiil people who 
are called the flatterers, official favour-scokors, title and job-hunters 
and sycophants, who as a matter of fact have taken on thomsolvos 
the duty to always misrepresent the true spirit and condition of 
the country and the individuals, simply to satisfy their personal 
aggrandizements, and those unfortunate officials who are misled 
by this class of people, not only ruin their own reputation and 
position but that of the Government, too, along with them. They 
should always coolly form their own opinion, and without the least 
fear of contradiction I can say, that this class of people, — who are 
never considered anybody in public eye, who always mislead the 
officials and hence the Government — are unfortunately the chief 
and the only. root cause of all the present discontent and situation 
in the country. The personal considerations would defeat the ends 
of justice and fair play and bring a bad name to the Government. 


With due respect to tlio President of the Arms Rules Revising 
Oommlttee, I may say that t do not for a moment accept the 
arguments somotlmos put forward before the witnesses, that the 
presence of too many arms may prove dangerous to tho public on 
such occasions as tho Arrah or Katarporo riots. I wonder why no 
such riots ever tako place or have ever taken place in any of the 
Indian States, although tho use of arms there is almost freer than 
in British India, It entirely depends, if I may say so, on the 
temperament of the people and tho way in which delicate situations 
are handled by the Government. In tho Indian States, there is no 
such thing as quarrels between the Hindus and tho Musalmans, 
probably because their rulers do not seem to have yet adopted tho 
unwise policy of the '‘divide and rule.” 


If I remember it right tho Committee had decided that tho 
powers of fixing the number of licences in any district, in the case 
of necessity should still remain with tho local Government. May 
^ ^ finish this minute of dissent 

with the hope that these now rules will bo dealt with a now and a 
broader vision — I do not think there is any harm if the local Govern- 
ments be given such powers, but, beforo limiting or reducing tho 
number of licences in any particular districts. I hope tho local 
uovernment will kindly announce through their local gazettes— at 
thU before—the name with tho date of tho district whoro 

wUR tho ''O kc enforced, and also tho reasons for doing so 

rotoffloiTcAh omcialB and 

the SaLeL!?! concerned, then and then alone should 

V rnmenta be empowered to enforce this order. 
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Government of India, Resolution, No. F.—829- 1~22, dated the 
3rd November 1928 . — In pursuance of a resolution moved in the 
Legislative^ Assembly on the 8th of February 1922 by Baba XJjagar 
Singh Bedi, a Committee was appointed by the G-overnor-General 
in Council to examine the Indian Arras Rules, 1920, and to make 
recommendations with a view to their amendment. In accepting 
this resolution the Governor-General in Council had made it plain 
that there could be no departure from the two principles : — 

(1) that there should be no RACIAL DISCRIMINATION in the rules,' 
and (2) that the Government must retain the power to IMPOSE 
RESTRICTIONS to prevent arms and particularly fire-arms from falling 
into the possession of lawless or dangerous persons. 

The Committee submitted its report in Movember 1922. On the 
15th of February 1923 the Hon’ble' Home Member stated in the 
Legislative Assembly that subject to enquiries from local Govern- 
ments and other authorities concerned on certain points of detail 
the Government of India were prepared to accept the main recom- 
mendations of the Committee. They could not, however, announce 
their decision on all the recommendations made ^without prior 
consultation with local Governments who are in charge of the 
detailed administration of the rules. Local Governments accordingly 
were asked for their views and at the same time were requested to 
give effect as far as possible to the principles adopted by the 
Committee where this was feasible pending the modification of the 
rules of 1920. The replies of local Governments have now been 
received and have been fully examined by the Government of India, 
The Indian Arras Rules, 1920, have been amended where necessary 
and are now republished as the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 : but many 
recommendations accepted in whole or in part involve no amendment' 
of the rules, and on these the Government of India are now pleased 
to announce their decisions. 

In paragraphs 3 to 7 of their report the Committee deal with 
the QUESTION OP EXEMPTIONS. The Government of India agree 
with the general principle adopted by the Committee that the con- 
finement of the privilege of exemption is in the special circumstances 
of India preferable to its total abolition. They accept the' conclu- 
sions regarding entry l-(u1 and entries 11, ll-((7) and ll-(6) of the 
schedule of exemptions, but they only agree to the proposal that 
members of the Imperial Legislature should enjoy exemption for 
their term of office with some reluctance. It is opposed by local 
Governments on the one hand, as creating an invidious distinction 
between the members of the Central and of Provincial legislatures, 
and on the other hand certain members of the Central legislatures 
claim a life-exemption and not merely exemption for their terms of 
office. As regards entry 6 (d), 6 (/), 6 (p), and 6 {%), enquiries have 
been made from the local Governments concerned. They are averse 
from the preparation of lists in the sense recommended by the 
Committee. It is pointed out with justice that exemption is not 
conferred on certain Great Sardars or Zamindars as a right but as 
a privilege and that if the term were precisely defined and a list of 
all persons who came within that definition were maintained the 
fact of inclusion' in the list would encourage claims for exemption 
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as a matter of right. Moreover, the compilation of list on a logical 
and uniform basis throughout India would present difficulty and 
would inevitably result in anomalies. The most expedient course, 
therefore, and that which will secure the maintenance of the prit- 
ciplo that exemption is a privilogo and at the same time minimise 
the inconvenience referred to by the Committee, is to attempt no 
definition of the terms Great Zamindars or Groat Sardars or the 
like in the rules and the schodulo, but to leave it to the several local 
Governments themselves to dotermino what persons or classes of 
persons should bo included in these categories. The schedule has 
therefore been amended accordingly. 

3. The Government of India after consultation with the local 
Government on the Committee’s observation on entry No. 7, arc of 
opinion that there is no necessity to retain entries 7 (c) and 8 of 
schedule I in view of entries 8 and 9 of schedule IV. The proviEO 
therefore to entry 7 (c) in column 3 automatically disappears. As 
regards the recommendation that tho same privilege should be 
extended to tho districts of Campbollpur, Rawalpindi and other 
districts adjoining tho North-Wost Frontier Province, the local 
Government after careful considoration, have reported that no 
extension of this privilege is required, but in order to meet the 
danger of raids in tho Attoefc District, suggest that power be given 
to them to issue licences for going armed in that district without 
payment of fee. The Government of India accept this suggestion 
and have accordingly amended tho beading of the appropriate licence 
form. As regards entry 13, afeer careful consideration, they have 
decided that the words "or tho Commandor.in-Chief" should 
be added. 

4. The Government of India accept tho recommendation made 

in paragraph 4. ♦ 

5. In paragraph 5 the Committee recommend that all exemptees 
should register the arms in their possession in respect of which 
they enjoy exemption and that registration should be compulsory. 
The Government of India accept the principle of rt gistraViou but 
have decided that registration should be confined to firearms, and 
that no fee should be charged. In practice, they consider it would 
suffice if every exemptee were required to furnish the District 
Magistrate with information as to tho weapons in his possession, 
failure to do so rendering him liable to tho cancellation of his 
exemption. 

t 6. To give effect to the recommendation regarding entries 11, 
11«^ and the Government of India have decided that those 

entries will be deleted from tho schedule and that no mention will 
be made of those classes in tho revised rules. JEvery person now 
enjoying the privilege of exemption under these entries in the rules 
of 1920 or under entry 12 thereof, since the same considerations 
apply in their case also, will, on application, receive free of all fees, 
'a licence in form XVI, specially made valid for tho lifetirao of the 
licensee in respect of any arms now in his possession and hitherto 
exempt from licence provided he 'applies within six months of the 
coming into force of the rules of 19^. The privilege will not of 
course extend to title-holdors. who received titles after the Ist of 
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January 1920, who unless otherwise exempt, will, as before, be required 
to take out a licence under the rules. 

7. In paragraph 8 the Committee recommend that in extension 
of the classes described in Home Department resolution No. 2124-C., 
dated thq 21st March 1919, (page 1 ante) the payment of Rs. 500 land-, 
revenue, of Rs. 100 in roads and public works cesses, any payment 

/J of income-tax, and in the case of a Government servant receipt of a 
I pay of Rs. 100 a month and upwards should be the qualifications con- 
i' stituting eligibilily for what is commonly known as the “ENTITLED 
' CLASS.” The Governor General in Council accepts the principle 
underlying this recommendation that the grant of licences should 
be less restricted, and more FREE EROM IRKSOME ENQ'QIRIES than 
was represented to be the case by many witnesses examined by 
the Committee and agrees with the qualifications suggested by the 
Committee as providing sufficient prima facie justification for the 
possession of arms. He is unable, however, to accept the recom- 
mendation that provisions recognizing and constituting an “ENTITLED 
class” should be embodied in the rules. Conditions vary greatly 
in different provinces in India. In some quarters a practice is in 
force more liberal than that recommended by the Committee ; but 
in others it is necessary in the interest of law and order to secure 
that arms do not fall into the possession of lawless or disaffected 
persons, and therefore they are unwilling to embody in statutory 
rules any provision v/iiich would have the effect of curtailing the 
power or discretion of the District Magistrate in ordering enquiries. 
The term ‘ ENTITLED CLASS” is somewhat unfortunate. The rules 
as now framed contain no provisions inconsistent with the principle 
underlying the recommendation of the Committee, but the term 
“entitled class” has created the erroneous impression that there 
is a special class, enjoying fewer privileges than the exeinptees, 
but greater than those who are neither exeinptees nor members of 
the ‘'ENTITLED CLASS.” There is of course no such special class. 
The term is merely intended to comprise all those whose means and 
status prima facie connote respectability and therefore justify the 
presumption ihat they are fit and proper persons to possess arms. 
While therefore no mention will be made of an “ENTITLED CLASS” 
in the statutory rules, at the same time the Government of India 
are anxious that the qualifications recommended by the Committee 
should be generally adopted by the local Governments and should 
be made widely known. Where, however, a local Government has 
laid down more liberal qualifications, these should not now be 
abandoned. They cannot support the recommendation that lists of 
the “entitled class” should be maintained ; the qualifications 
are so low that each district list would be voluminous, and, its 
preparation and maintenance would involve the appointment of a 
special staff. The expenditure and labour involved would be wholly 
incommensurate with the results obtained. 

8. In paragraph 10, the Committee recommend that where 
enquiry is necessary the agency of the police should not, if possible, 
be employed ; but that if no other AGENCY OF ENQUIRY is available 
a licence should not be refused on the strength of a police report 
alone but only after a further magisterial enquiry. The Government 
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of Indja aro unable to concur in this rocommond&tion and arc 
constrained to deprecate a reflection on the good faith of the police 
The replies of local Governments indicate that it is impossible to 
eliminate enquiry by the police in tho cities and that owing to the 
shortage or ab'senco of suitable re\enuo staff, no other agency is 
a\ailable in many district area<» At the same time tho replies show 
that enquiry is frequently earned out by other agencies whore these 
aie available The Government of India are of opinion that tho 
agency of enquiry IS really n matter for local Governments and are 
accordingly nd\or&o from imposing any restriction on tho choice of 
agency They leave the matter in tho hands of local Governments 
who will, they are confident, take all steps necessary to secure that 
whatever previous enquiries aro necessary they are promptly carried 
out, and m a manner which is neither inquisitorial nor calculated to 
wound the self esteem of the applicant 

9 Iho Government of India aro in complete agreement with 
the recommendation made in paragraph 11 that ordinarily NO 
AEBITRARY LIMIT should bo imposed on tho NUMBFR OF LICENCES 
issued in a district hut that local Governments should have tho 
di'^cretionarj power of limiting the number of licences in any area 
or district m which the number of arms justifies the apprehension 
of fonous danger or in winch such rcstnclion is deemed necessary 
for the maintenance of public tranquillity They accept tho recom- 
mendation in paragraph 12 and have provided for tho right of appeal 
by an amendment of tho rulc«Olho recommendation lo paragraph 13 
IS accepted subject to a partial rc'orvation as to tho proposal that 
the duration of tho licence should ho for tho calendar jear Local 
Governments have pomled out that in practice inconvonionco would 
ari«o and would prefer iliat licences for possession and going armed 
and for protection of crops or destruction of wild animals should 
run from the date of issue, but liavo no objection to other licences 
being Issued for the calendar yoai Tho Government of India agree 
with the views of tho local Government^ 

10 In paragraph 14 tho Oommittoo have dwelt on tho incon- 
venience to which PERSONS DESIROUS OP PURCHASING WEAPONS 
are put because they cannot produce tho weapon when applying for 
the licence necessary for its possession Tho Government of India 
agree with them that it is not necessary to provide for issue of 

licences in such cases and accept tho recommendation 
that a regular licence should bo issued at tho time the applicant 
applies for a licence, if the application is granted Provision has 
m tho condition attaching to tho appropriate licences 
tor the details of purchases to bo filled in on the form by the dealer 
ff™ whom the purchases aro made and also, to meet criticism 
ottered in this respect, for details to be furnished to the licensing 
authority by the licensee himself in any case m which he purchases 
arms and ammunition from any person who is not a licensed dealer 

®®Y®rument of India accept the principle of the recom* 
menaation raad^e m paragraph 15 that a TEMPORARY LIOENOE for 
sho uld be given to persons arriving in India by sea and not 

P ssession of a regular licence on the payment of full fee by the 
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Customs authorities. It is however open to objection in detail. The 
period clearly will in many cases be too short for the object in view ; 
the payment of the full fee to the Customs authorities will deprive 
local Governments of their legitimate revenue ; and finally it is 
doubtful whether the agency of the Customs authorities is altogether 
suitable for the purpose. The Government of India have therefore 
decided that a temporary licence for the period of the journey to 
. destination ^should be granted by the Commissioner of Police at 
Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, Rangoon, or the District M agistrates at 
other ports, on a special form on the payment of a fee of Re. 1 for 
each weapon and that on arrival at destinadon a regular licence 
should be taken out in the ordinary way. No practical difficulty^ 
need be anticipated. It will be made clear in the form of temporary 
licence that it does not cover possession after arrival at destination. 
Travellers arriving in India possessing no regular licence and 
desirous of obtaining one should inform their agents beforehand of 
the weapons they intend to import and instruct them to obtain the 
necessary temporary licence. On arrival at destination they should 
apply for the licences required in the ordinary way. 

12. The Government of India accept the recommendations made 
in paragraph 16. The conditions of the licence forms have accord- 
ingly been altered so as to make it compulsory to REPORT THE LOSS 
OE EIRE-ARMS. A note has also been appended to the licence forms 
explaining that the breach of any of the conditions of the licence 
renders the licensee liable to the penalties which may be imposed 
under the Act. 

y * 

/ 13. The Government'^of India accept tbv recommendations made 

/ in paragraph 17, 18, 19 and 20 and trust that local Governments will 
give effect to them both in the letter and the spirit. As regards^ 
paragraph 20 they agree that the District Magistrate or any Magis- 
trate in charge of a sub-division in the District in which the licensee 
is residing or in any other district in which he is known should be 
empowered to RENEW A LICENCE. In any case of doubt it is always 
open to such Magistrate to make enquiries from the licensing 
authority which originally granted the licence. 

14. In paragraph 21 the Committee state their recommendation 
in regard to FEES. There is some diversity of opinion in the replies 
received from the local Governments, some accepting the proposal, 
some recommending no charge and others putting forward variants 
of their own. The principal objection is the loss of revenue which 
will result from the adoption on the scale proposed by the Com- 
mittee ; in some quarters, too, it is suggested that the large number 
of arms-licences issued does not justify the belief that persons who 
require weapons are deterred from purchasing them by the high 
cost of the licence. Tho Government of India are impressed- by 
the substantial loss of revenue which complete acceptance of this 
recommendation will entail. On the other hand they cannot over- 
look the fact that stress was laid on the desirability of reducing the 
• fees before the Committee, particularly in the case of breech-loading 
weapons, by many of the witnesses who were examined. They have 
accordingly decided that the initial fees should remain unchanged 
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and the licence form granted to dealers has accordingly been 
amended so as to include a column for the names’of duly authorized 
assistants. 

18. The recommendation contained in paragraph 30 does not 
commend itself to the Government of India. They apprehend that the 
CARRYING OF FIREARMS BY FEMALES might have dangerous results, 
and would only expose such females to attack from lawless persons 
desirous of stealing weapons. In their opinion it should be possible 
to meet the situation which the Committee appear to have had in 
mind by the entry of certain specified members of the licensee’s 
family as retainers. 

19. On the recommendation made in paragraph 3^ .urging 
RECIPROCtTY WITH INDIAN STATES the Government of India 
are not in a position to make any announcement. They have 
taken up the matter with the various States, and negotiations are 
proceeding. 

20 The changes in the rules necessitated by the acceptance of 
these recommendations have been made ; and the rules are now 
published as the Indian Arms Rules of 1924. It has not been found 

possible to accept in lofo the recommendations of the Commitee in 
regard to the FOR.M IN WHICH THE RULES should be published. 
They advised a separation of the technical directions intended for 
dealers from the rules governing the grant of licences for possession 
of fire-arms for private purposes. An attempt was made to draft 
the rules on this principle, but it was wholly unsatisfactory, and 
was accordingly abandoned. The Indian Arms Rules of 1920 follow 
the order of the sections of the Act ; this is obviously the logical 
arrangement of the rules and it is clearly convenient on administra- 
tive grounds that the sections of the Act and the rules should be 
in the same sequence. Moreover, the difficulties of interpretation 
to which the Committee have adverted are due far less to inheren 
obscurity or to the incorporation of technical directions, than 
fact that they are not self-contained. To be properly understoo 
they must be read in conjunction with the Act. and with tn 
schedules and such difficulties as the ordinary member of the public 
feels, will not be solved by the publication of a paraphrased or 

abbreviated addition of the rules but by the dessemination of intor- 

mation as to the correct procedure of applying for and securing a 
licence. The Government of India have accordingly prepared to 
such use as local Governments may consider suitable a ® 
pamphlet in popular language, describing the procedure regula ing 
the application for licences for the possession of 
purposes of sport, protection, show and the like. They trus 
this pamphlet will be translated into the various vernaculars 
that publicity will be given to it. 

21. In conclusion the Governor-General in Council wishes to 
express his appreciation of the labours of the Commitcee. 

Indian Arms Rules of 1920 evoked much criticism and many ae 
were removed as they were pointed out. But much remained 
done when the Committee was appointed in 1922, and their 
like and practical recommendations coupled with a sympa 
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J , t,„n nf Iho inks by the local Qo\crnmcnUp\it)OWi;o Cm 

S:';cmo".n1 a« d,'U^ fact.°n 

^6™/exptoai«mo/</.c R«k.„g,ct,«.,ih po«t.wo»o/ onm 

1 Comolaint. have been made that the Ind.ati Anns Iliilos arc 
1 Complaints n understand Tlioj contain many 

Introduction tcchuical dircction^ of 00 intcrt?hl to t\to ptlvatc 

va.r.nn -nrhn doMro^i to wm*; for olc piJrppKDs . iboytmNO 

been modified from tmio to timo and ha\c liecn j-onoidornbly revised 
this year (1523^4) and as lbo> have to read m conjunction nillt 
tho%a and tbo schedules tUo layman sometimes finds n hard to 
ascertain tbopTOceduie ha Mvould follow In ordir to securo a licence 
and to understand the condition^ on ^^hvch he may keep nrmw 
Thispamphklhashccnprcparcd, therefore, with a mow lo expJain- 
mg to the public the procedure laid dow n for ob’ainlnfj and renew ipfj 
arms licences, purchacing ammumUon. carrying wcipon** on jonr- 
ncys, importing or exporting weapons for private u«o and the ill c 
It does not purport to lie an exhaustive paraphr\«D of the Uulcs hut 
metciy seU forth in language free from legal technicalities what 
the procedure i« without touching on matter** connected with the 
manufactutc, import, export and fak e< affecting dealer'* 

'2 Eycry pQr«on who i*? no* «pcciallyexcmptffomlheoporv 
tions of thoec sections of iho Act which prohilnl 
J^ceping or carrying of arms without ft 
licence must take out licences to cover anj 
arms or ammunition Ahlch he pa}»«^c sc^ or 

wi«hes to purchase A iKt of Iho pcr«'ons and da^s^v. prysonti jo 

exempt V ill be found m hchcduJe J of the Indian Arms Hulc< 1921 
I’cr^ons exempt liowcvcr arc subject lo tiic fojiov mg con Ittions — 

10 the number and dc cr/ptcon of arms m rcfpr^^i of vindj 
exompUon is enjoyed may be rcsl''ic!cl und^^' cpirM« orders I'^sied 
Of Caen local Government Where }-u''h orders ».rc m fr rcc, aims 
in excess of the prescribed number? or df'-c-n»{on«; mo'* b» co.^r#* f 
sfn^ k annunvtionj in a pit on's 

sw'i must be registered in such manner 8«*heIrc2lOo era' r'n' 
muy prescribe, („;) the io^^ortaeft cf any arm- or J.,-S?ni ^ n 
most be reported forllnvitli at (he neitc-finlier f ation ar-^ 

ana in Uurma may not be dc patched (‘.rrugh the F ;il. 
local 

fteeideney J Cn,injr.,ener rf I'oW- l-j ” 

tl>0 bet otUmXa, ^ 

categdnes have been eTr)n ^4 r *? ^ 

now eiclnd«n frot* lb® near tthe-itile. f- j/-h rjp-* ,».> 

th» Tulea of t'j’l) yriSi U 


>n re'pe-t r’ i„, vr< i; 

BI. meatha o^ 4 e"ru?o?ST^ 7 ,?^'''^ 



32 


Brief Explanations of tiie Rules. 

t' 

3. Generally speaking, that is, outside the provinces of the 
Arms for which Punjab, Burma and Delhi, licences are not 

licences are required and necessary to cover possession of amis other 
the various kinds of than fire-arms SWORD-STICKS, DAGGERS, 

icences. SPEARS, etc., hut it may happen that in parti- 

cular districts or cities in other provinces under special orders of 
the local Government, licences in respect of such arms may be 
necessay. As, however, orders of this description are issued in a 
time of emergency and rescinded when the emergency has passed,^ 
it is not possible to include details in this pamphlet and persons 
who may have doubts are therefore advised to make enquiries from 
the Commissioner of Police in the Presidency Towns and elsewhere 
from the .nearest Magistrate. /Where necessary, licences for arms 
of this description are issued Tor a fee of eight annas for each 
weapon. Otherwise, throughout British India with the exception 
of a few scattered districts, details of which may be found, if fuller 
information is desired, in sched ule IV to the Indiari^Arms Rules, 
licences to cover possession 'or'an3''"^mg~arme(l with all'^firea^s 
are necessary. These are of various kinds and the applicant should 
make up his mind which form of licence he requires before submit- 
ting his application. For example : — 

4. Licences may be given entitling the holder to keep arms 

(other than pistols and revolvers) and ammuni- 
Kinds of licences. tion in a Certain place but not to go armed ; 

or again. 

Licences may be given permitting the holders to possess arms 
and go armed for the purpose of sport, protection or display ; 
or again. 

Licences may be given to possess arms and go armed for the 
destruction of wild animals which do injury to human beings, cattle 
or crops— (These are intended mainly to help cultivators and are 
granted free of fees) ; and, lastly, 

Licences may be given to go armed on a journey. 

5. It may be asked whether everybody is entitled to a licence 

„ , on payment of the prescribed fee. The answer 

apply for licences. 1® in the negative. Any person of course may 

apply for a , licence, but the grant of licences 
is governed by the broad principle that arms and ammunition must 
not be allowed to fall into the hands of lawless people, Tt is clearly 
impossible for all applicants to be personally known to the licencing ' 
authority, who in order to discharge properly the responsibility laid 
on him, must in many cases cause enquiries to be made, through 
any agency he deems best, into the bona fides of the applicant^and 
his fitness to possess arms before he can grant a licence. QThe 
.Government of India have, however, laid down certain qualidcations 
the possession of any one of which, connotes, in their opinion, 
sufficient evidence of respectability to warrant the grant of a licence , 
without further enquiry unless the licensing authority has a 
sufficient and definite reason for refusal or for ordering enquiry. 
These qualifications are 
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(a) Momborslup of any Order established by the Crown or the 
possession of a title conferred or recognized by the Government 
of India or of the Kaiser-i Hmd Medal or a Certificate of Honour — 
(&) Membership past or present to the Indian Central or Provincial 
Legislatures — (c) Payment of not less than Rs 500 land revenue or 
Rs 100 in roads or public works cesses, or any payment of incom- 
tax — 'd) Being a Government officer in receipt of a salary of not 
less than Rs loo pgr mensem — (e) Being a Commissioned or gazetted 
officer of His Majesty’s Naval, Military or Air Forces, Indian 
Marino Service or a Commissioned Indian Officer of the Inpenal 
Service Troops m active service ^ — (/) Being a pensioned officer 
who before retirement was by virtue of his official position 
included in (d) or (c) abov^ 

Cs The licence which is most generally required is that which 
, „ will enable the holder to possess arms and go 

r.,»."?.ndlrom""hom "“9^ for purposes of sport, protection or 
ohiainab’e display This Iicenco IS granted m Form Xv I 

and anyone wishing to obtain it should apply 
either in person or by post to the Commissioner of Police in Presi- 
dency towns and elsewhere to the nearest District or Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate unless the applicant ordinarily resides in an Indian 
State and may have occasion to visit British India in which case he 
should apply to the Political Officer of his State 

(7 Details of the TEES chargeable for a licence in this form 
will bo found on reference to the heading of 
Licence Form XVI — Broadly, they are — 

' (t) for a breech loading revolver or pistol Rs 10 — (tt) for any 
other breech loading weapon Rs 5 — («t) for any other weapon 
annas 8 


These rates apply to a licence granted for the first time On 
renewal fees at half these rates, except in the case of the last named, 
will be charged , 

There are, however, certain classes of persons who, in virtue 
p . of their past or present cimI or military service, 

reqm'rediop.yt'" «™mpted from the necessity of 

bow fees ihould be paid paying FCLS for licence m this form Details 
of these will also be found in Schedule VII 
Otherwise, where payable, fees may be paid either by means of a 
non-]udicial stamp affixed to the application or in cash at the option 
of the applicant 

8 Licences in Form XVI arc originally granted for one year 
. from the date of issue and for the most part 
licence «nd“n”do( us hitherto have boon valid only in the district 
validity in which they were granted Licensees should, 

however, realize that if they wish to avoid 
the inconvenience of annual renewal they may apply for a LICENCE 
valid for a period not exceeding three years which will be 
granted on payment of a compounded fee A licence in this form 
may also be nade valid for the whole of British India and the 
practice of giving such all-India licences has been encouraged in 
Order to minimise the inconvenience otherwise caused to persons 


1 
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who move freqenfcly from one district to another. • It should be 
observed that a condition attaching to a licence specially made 
valid for the whole of British India is ihat its validity is subject to 
such restrictions as may be imposed by a local Government in 
respect to its own territory, e. rj., countersignature by a local officer 
of a licence granted or renewed by an officer of another province, 
etc., and holders of such licences are advised in their own interests 
to ascertain, when they have occasion to go outside the province 
in which they originally obtained their licence or subsequently had 
it renewed, whether any such restrictions have been imposed in the 
province to which they have gone. This information will be readily 
obtainable from the nearest licencing authority in the new province 
who will also, in most cases, be in a position to regularize the licence 
if this is necessary. 

9. The amount of AMMUNITION FOR REVOLVERS, PISTOLS AND 
_ . RIFLES OTHER THAN '22 .BORE, which the 

lily oT ™mu"„"uion S'l is entitlpcl to possess at any one time 

may be possessed. 01 ’ witliin the period of validity of the licence 

will be entered on the licence. This amount 
is determined by local Governments and all purchases of ammuni- 
tion for these weapon must be entered on the licence form by the 
vendor but there is no necessity for the latter to enter purchases 
of any other kind of ammunition on the possession of which there 
are no restrictions nor has he any need to enter on any form of 
licence purchases of any kind of ammunition, other than that for 
rifles of '303 or '450 bore (and revolvers or pistols of '450 or any inter- 
mediate bore) (to effect the purchase of which ammunition possession 
licences have to be taken out even by persons otherwise exempted) 
made by persons who are exempted from the necessity of taking 
out licences. 

10. Where a licence is valid only for the district in which it was 

granted and the holder wishes to carry his 
Journey licences. Weapons on a JOURNEY or in cases in which 

the licensee wishes to go on a journey accom- 
panied by his retainers who are accustomed to bear arms when 
accompanying him, a licence is required for which a fee of four annas 
is charged for all weapons except revolvers or pistols for which a 
fee of Rs. 10 is exacted . n These licences are obtainable from a Com- 
missioner of Police, a I^istrict Magistrate or a Sub-Divisional Magis- 
trate specially empowered to grant them and as the law requires 
an officer who receives an application for a journey licence to obtain 
the previous approval to its grant of the proper authority .of the 
place of residence of the applicant in cases where the latter does 
not reside within the jurisdiction of the officer to whom application 
.is made or not personally known to him, unless for any special 
reason this precaution is considered unnecessary, persons are ad- 
vised to allow for the delay that such enquiries must cause by sub- 
mitting their applications some time before the actual date of the 
journey. It should also be noted that a journey licence does not 
entitle' the holder to use the arms ' covered by it for purposes of sport 
\in the course of his journey. A licensee holding a district or_ a 
I provincial licence wishing to proceed to any place outside the dis- 
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tnct or province for sporb should have lus liconco made valid for 
that placo and that for tho journey thereto or, and he is advised 
to do this, got his licence made valid for tho whole of British India 

The conditions attaching to tho grant df any licence aio 
- , . , printed on tho form itself These should bo 

to licences'*"* carefully noted and observed as the infringe 

menb of any one of them constitutes an offence 
under the Indian Arms Act and renders the holder of the hconco 
liable to prosecution Prominent among‘‘t thc‘?o conditions are 
those which require tho giving of information forthwith at the 
nearest police station of tho loss or theft of any arms or ammunition 
and the embargo on tho taking of arms to a lAIR RELIGIOUS 


PROCESSION OR OTHER PUBLIC ASSEMBLAGE unlO'S specially 
authorised to do so^ 

^12 As has already been stated, licences (o cover possession 
Rene„.ion,cc„„. and going Mmcd aro granted for a poiiod of 
from one to three years Whon this period 


IS nearing ctpiry, if tho arms covered by a licence are still in the 
holder’s possession, he should apply for renewal of his licence Such 
an application should bo add»-cssed either to the authority who 


granted tho licence or tho nearest District or Sub-Division Magis 


trate according to which oflSccr’a headquarters aro nearest to tho 
applicant’s place of residence for tho time being PRODUCTION OF 
ARMS IS not usually demanded before a licence is renewed but it 
should be understood that it rests with tho licensing authority to 
demand this if ho deems it necessary The original licence should, 
of course, accompany all applications for renewal In many cases 


PERSONAL applications Will bo found mo^t speedy and convenient 
and are therefore oncouraged where persons reside at head quarters 
stations or in cities and towns but there is no obiection to the sub 


mission of these applications through tho post It has already been 
stated that fees for renewal arc, with one exception, muzzle loading 
firearms and other aims, half tho original fees In this connection 
i^should be noted, however, that licencing authontves have discre 
tion to levy fees at tho original rates in respect of renewals where 
the application for renewal is not received within a month following 
the date of expiry of the licenco and where there is no sufficient 
excuse for tho delay^ 

^13 Private individuals frequently wish to impoit firearms into 
. India as part of their personal luggage If a 

travclfe"rVS?ivmff m covering possession m India has been 

Indiftbysea ^ Obtained beforehand or if a person is one of 
an exempted class no difficulty arises as on 
production before the Customs authorities of the licence or proof, 
if required, of exemption the arms can at once be cleared since in 
these cases no special licence to cover import is necessary In the 


majority of cases however, concerning non exempted persons, the 
arms are not covered by a possession licence and in cases of this 
kind u here a person s final destination in India is not the port of 
arrival, a licence covering temporary possession during the period 
of the journey from the port of disembarkation to the place of desti 
nation can be obtained on payment of a fee of Re 1 per weapon from 
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the Commissioner of Police or District Magistrate at the port of 
arrival. This will enable an individual to take his weapons with 
him on his journey up-country but on arrival at his destination he 
must take out a regular licence in the ordinary way. The objec- 
tion that there may be no time on arrival in which to obtain a 
TEMPORARY LICENCE of the kind described from the Commissioner 
of Police or other authority can easily be met by the individual 
instructing his agent in advance to obtain this licence on his behalf 
to cover the weapons he is bringing with him and a description of 
which should be furnished to the agent. The great advantage of 
this procedure is that the importer will be able to proceed at once 
on his journey with his weapons in his possession instead of leaving 
them in deposit with the Customs authorities until a proper licence 
covering possession can be obtained in respect of them.^ 

/ 14. Rifles of '303 and *450 bores and revolvers or pistols 

, , OF '450 BORfe, [and revolvers or pistols of ‘441’, 

nUfS! nf intermediate bore] are not allowed 

bores. oe imported into British • India • except 

under the special sanction of the Government 
of India which is only given for exceptional reasons. This prohibi- 
tion applies to all weapons the bore of which is of the dimensions 
given irrespective of the dimensions of the chamber or “lead” 
and whether, as manufactured, Government ammunition can or 
cannot be used in them. Even persons who have been granted the 
privilege of exemption have had it restricted in this respect to 
weapons which have been lawfully imported into British India and 
no licensing authority is permitted to give a licence to cover posses- 
sion of such weapons to non-exempted persons unless he is satisfied, 
that they have been lawfully imported. This can only be the case 
if special permission has been obtained or the weapons w^ere in India 
before the prohibition against -import came into force, i.e., in the 
case of the rifles before January 1901, and of revolvers or pistols 
before the latest Arms Rules, those of 1924, came into force. To 
ensure, however, that persons who own such rifles lawfully for 
sporting purposes and revolvers or pistols obtained before their 
import was prohibited, may obtain ammunition for the same in 
reasonable quantities provision has been made in the Rules to permit 
of selected dealers being allowed to import and sell such ammuni- 
tion to qualified persons, i.e., those who hold licences covering 
possession of the same. - 

15. Private individuals are not required to obtain any special 

„„ licence to cover the EXPORT OP ARMS and 

ammunition which they may desire to take 
out of the country with them or send out of India provided these 
are of a reasonable quantity and their possession in India is covered 
either by a licence or by exemption. 

16. In the Appendix which follows will be found the list of 
exempted persons {Vide Schedule I, of the Rules], of persons 
entitled to a life certificate, [^below], persons who are not 
required to pay fees for possession licences {Vide Schedule VII,] 
and specimen copies of the licence forms {i.e.. Forms Ros. XIV, 
XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX and XX in Schedule VIIL] 
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*1.’ All Individual members of tho ondermentloned olassca who woro as such 
exempted under the Indian Arms Rules, 1909, immediately before tho coming into 
force of tho Rules of 1920 

(a) members of any Order of Knighthood , (i») persons holding tho Kaiscr-i Hind 
medal , (c) persons holding titles conferred or xecogniscd by the Governor General 
in Council , {d) persons holding swords or other arms received as gifts from the 
Governor General in Council or a local Governmont , (e) persons holding certificates 
received on tho occasion of tho assumption of the title of Empress of India by Her 
lato Majesty Queen Victoria, (f) retired ofHccra (other than retired subordinate, 
warrant, petty and noncommissioned officers) of tho Royal Navy and retired Bri- 
tish and Indian of&cers within tho meaning of section 7 (1) and 12) of the Indian 
Army Act, 1911, m receipt, as such, of a pension , and (rj) landholders and members 
of Municipal Beard or a Committee designated for exemption m any list issued 
in this behalf of a local Government. 

2. All persons who before tho 1st day of January 1920, bad been admitted as 
members of the Distinguished Service Order, the Imperial Service Order, the Indian 
Order of Merit or the Order of British India, or had been awarded the Victoria 
Cross, the Military Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal, the Distinguished Flying Medal, the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal, tho Volunteer Decoration, tho King’s Police Medal, the Volunteer Long 
Service Medal or the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. 

3. Retired officers (other than retired subordinate, warrant, petty and non 
commissioned officers) of the Royal Navy and rotired British and Indian officers 
within the meaning ofscotion? (1) and (2) of tho Indian Army Act, 1911, m receipt, 
as such, of a pension, who retired after the 3lBt December 1919 and before the 1st 
July 19M, and arc resident in the Punjab 

4 Such of the second and third class Sardars of the Deccan, of the second 
class Sardars of Quzrat and of tho Mehwaai Chieftains in tho Bombay Presidency 
as were exempted under the Indian Arms Rules. 1909, and Mchcrbban Fattebslng 
Gumansingb, the Cbieftaiu of Cliikali. 
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THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, XI OF 1878, 

Preamble. Sections. I.—Prelimhianj. 

1. Short titlo, — Local extent, — and Savings. 

2. Commonceniont. 

3. Repeal of enactments. ’ ■ ‘ 

4. Interpretation-clause. 

II. — Manufacture, Conversion and Sale. 

5. Unlicensed manufacture, conversion and sale prohibited, 

III. — Import, Export and Transport. 

6. Unlicensed importation and exportation prohibited. — Importation .and 
exportation of arms and ammunition for private use. 

7. Sanction of Local Government required to warehousing of arms, etc. 

8. 9. [Repealed.] 

10. Power to prohibit transport. — Tra'nshipmont of arms. 

11. Power to establish searching stations. 

12. Arrest of persons conveying arms, etc. under suspicious circumstances, 
Procedure where arrest made by person not a Magistrate or a police officer, 

IV. — Going armed and possessing Arms, etc. 

13. Prohibition of going armed without licence. 

14. Unlicensed possession of fire-arms, etc. 

15. Possession of arms of any description without licence prohibited in certain 
places. 

16. Arms, of which possession has becomo unlawful, to bo deposited at police- 
station. 

F. — Licences. 

17. Power to make rules as to licenses. 

18. Cancelling and suspension of license. 

VI. — Penalties. 

19. For breach of sections 5, 6, 10, 13 bo 17. 

20. For secret breaches of sections 5, 6, 10, 14 and 15, — For concealing arms, etc. 

21. For breach of licence. 

22. For knowingly purchasing arms, etc, from unlicensed person. — For delivering 
arms etc, to persons not authorized to possess them. 

23. Penalty for breach of rule. 

24. Power to confiscate. 

VII. — Miscellaneous. 

25. Search and seizure by Magistrate. 

26. Seizure and detention by Local Government. 

27. Power to exempt. 

28. Information to be given regarding offences. 

29. Sanction required to certain-proceedings under section 19, clause (f) 

30. Searches in the case of offences against section 19, clause (f), how conducted. 

31. Operation of other laws not barred. ^ 

32. Power to take census of fire-arms. 

33. Notice and limitation of proceedings. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE.— Enactments repealed.— 
THE SECOND SCHEDULE. [Bepealed.] 


Statement of Repeals and Amendments. 


Section 1 (b) amended in part by 
Sections 8 and 9 and Second Schedule 1 
Repealed, and Section 14 Repealed in part, by J 
Section 16 substituted by 


Act XLIX of 1920, Sec. 35. 
Act XII of 1891, First Schedule. 
Act XX of 1919, 
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THE INDIAN ARMS ACT, XI OF 1378. (I5th March 1878 ] 
[As amended by act XX OP 1919 AND ACT XLIX OF 1920] 


An Act to consolidate and amend tho law relating to Arras 
Ammunition and Military Storo® 


Whereas it is expedient to con^^ohdate and amend tho law 
reamWe relating to arm's, ammunition and military 

stores , it IS hereby enacted as follows 


Short title 
Loca] extent* 


U — Prclimmaiy. 

1 This Act may bo called the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878 , and it extends to the whole of 
British India. 


NOTES. 

“Bnij*h India” ahatl moan all territories and places within His Majesty's 
dominions which are for tho time being governed by His Mijosty thtou:;h Governor 
General of India or through any Governor or other oClcer subordinate to the 
Governor General of India tVide sec 3 (7), General Clauses Act X of 1897 ) 


Saving*. But nothing heroin contained shall apply to— 

(а) arm”, ammunition or military stores on board any sea going 
vessel and forming part of her ordinary armament or equipment, or 

(б) tho manufacture, conversion, sale, import, export, transport, 
bearing or possession of arms, ammunition or military stores 
by order of tho Government or by a public servant [or a member 
of either of the forces constituted by the Indian Territorial 
ITorce Act, 1920, or the Auxiliary Force Act, 1920] in the course 
of his duty as such’public servant or member. 


NOTES 

(1) This section was amended by Act XLIX of 1920 and the words ' or a 
member of either of the forces constituted by the Indian Territorial Forces 
Act 1920 or the Auxiliary Force Act 1920 'were substituted for the words ora 
volunteer enrolled under tho Volunteers Act 1868 ’ Under rule 46 [(8) and 
schedule VII ‘any p-’rson who was enrolled as a member of a corps of Volunteers 
under the Indian Volunteers Act 1869, is however entitled to obtain a licence la 
Form XYI free of licence fee 

(2) For dcdmlion of ' public servant" sec sectional X P C 

(3) Any person can possess etc arms, etc ii course of his duty — but 
heads of departments arc prohibited from granting permits or passes to their 
subordinates to carry arms not required for duty (India letter Ko 1594 dated 
the 7th October 1895 ) 

(4) Arms carried or possessed by oTIioers of Government as part of their 
equipment and arms supplied by Government to subordinates of Government 
departments to bo earned or possessed by them for their protection in the execution 
of their duty arc not required to b© licenced Under clause (b) of section 1 of 
the Arms Act nothing in the Act or rules applies to tho bearing or posses 
Sion of such arms by such persons (India Wo 1316 dated the 16th October, 1919, 
anl No 1171, dated the 17th May, 1921) 

(4o) The following "Yrms shall comprise ih© equipment of the officer of the 
Army or Royal Air Force for the purpose of this section 



40 


The Indian Arms Aci’.' 


[Sdo. Notes] 


Officers holding Commfssions from Officers holding Commissions from 
His Majesty the King. His Excellency the Viceroy. 

I sword ... I sword. 


2 revolvers or 
2 pistols or' 
1 revolver and 
1 pistol. 


f Of no special pattern ' 
j but one of the wea- 
pons must take Govt, 
ammunition of '455 
L bore. 


1 revolver (Webley ’455 bore). 


") C 1 Kukri (Gurka and 

I Dirk ... ^ Highland Regiments only ... j Garhwali Regi- 

1 Skeen Dhu ... J ment only). 


(India letter No. F. 21-XXX-23 dated the 15th March, 1914. 
and No. F. 21 XLVI. 25 dated 23rd October, 1925.) 

(5) The officers of the Army or Royal Air Force holding commissions 

both from His Majesty the King and Excellency the Viceroy are entitle^ to be 
in possession as part of their equipment for the purposes of section 1 (b) of the 
Arms Act, of two swords, one Full Dress Pattern and the other Field Service Pattern, 
when so required by the “Dress Regulations for the Army.’’ (India No. F-21-XXX-23 
dated the 15th October, 1924,) 


Note. — These orders apply to persons exempted under section 1 (5) of •the 
Act. For the purposes of clauses (3) and (4) in Schedule VII, of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, the above description of the equipment will apply to officers who retire 
after the 1st March 1926. Such officers are therefore entitled to a free licence for 
two revolvers or two pistols or one revolver and one pistol which formed part of 
their equipment provided that one of these weapons takes Govt, ammunition of 
•455 boro. Military officers who retired after the 1st March 1924, are entitled to 
free licences for revolvers or automatic pistols which are proved to have formed 
part of their equipment when in Service, irrespective of bore. For ex-officers of 
the Auxiliary force, equipment has not been defined, and licencing officers before 
issuing free licences, need only satisfy themselves that the weapons for which 
exemption is claimed actually fofmed part of the officer’s equipment. (India 
No. F. 21— ZXV— 25 Police dated 28th July 1925.) 


(6) The following arms shall comprise the equipment of an officer of the 
Royal Navy and of the iRoyal Indian Marine for the purposes of section 1 (h) 
of the Act, 


1 sword. 

1 rifle-303 SMLE, Mark III or III*. 

1 pistol — of no special pattern. 

(India No. F-21-XXX-23 dated the 23rd October 1924.) 

(7) An overseer or a village postman, who, under instructions from his 
superior, carries the necessary weapon “in the course of his duty” as overseer 
or postman, is protected by section 1 (6) of the Act from the prohibitions of the 
Act, and any special exemption of these officers appears to be unnecessary. 
(Bombay Resn. No. 8345, dated the 11th Dec. 1904.) 

(8) No licence is required for the export of arms, ammunition or military 
stores issued to Native States from British arsenals under the orders of 
Government. Each consignment however should be covered by a certificate signed 
by the officer in charge of the arsenal, to the effect that it is exported by order 
of Government under section 1 lb). (India No. 1816 L, dated the 2nd June 1890 
and 293G., dated the 5th Feb. 1920.) 

(9) Lead-cutting swords imported by Native Cavalry regiments are under 
section 1 (5) of the Arms Act exempt from the operation of the Act. (India 
letter No. 860-878, dated the 29th March 1897). 

(10) A sword or similar weapon used in marriage procession in Sind 
may be carried free of licence fee with the permission of the local Magistrate 
but it should be borrowed from a person holding a licence and the name of the 
licence-holder should be stated in the application. (India letter No, 1641, dated 
the 28th July 1899.) 

(11) In the District of Poona Katyars or small daggers which are used 
in, marriage processions are excluded from the operation of the Arms Act. 
(Bombay Notn No. 3565. dated the 4th May 1897). 
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(12) Tficpo aro no sufEciont reasons for granting tho csomptlon applied for 
in respect of Katyars, In the districts of Ratnagin and Naaik, but the 
necessities of such cases can be mot, if District Magistrates arrange for Chief 
Constables to keop a certain number of theso daggers and to issue thorn, either 
gratis or on payment of a small fee, for use In marriage processions. (Bombav 
Kesn. No 8121, dated the 8th Novr. 1897). 

(13) Eicplesives required by a public servant in the course of bla duty 
as such, are, under a. 2 (t), exempt from iho operation of the Act and no license 
is therefore necessary for their importation. (India letter No. 445 dated the 
7tb Feb. 19(18 ) 

(U) A license granted under tho Indian Explosives Act (IV of 1884), for 
•’ -ft, ^ -n- t-ansport, or importation of an explosive 

• • • . * ) granted under the Indian Arms Act, 1878 

. " . . ' . • • 1,1V 011884.) 

(15) 9, Bom. 618->Wala Hiraji v HIra Patet — Tho sale of arms by 
the Dazlr of tho court, m execution of a deoreo is a salo by a public servant 
in discharge of hla duty and thoreforo oxeinded from tho operation of the Arms 
Act. It u expedient for the court ordoriog such salo to give notice of tho sale 
and of tho purchaser's name and addross as oontcmplatcd by s 5 of that Act 
to tho Magistrate of the district or to tho police oiTiccr in charge of the nearest 
police station. 

(16) a2. AU. 32a~Lulcc. A volunteer, being a person exempted In 
Virtue of a notification of the Gsverument of India, is not exempted meroly with 
leforcnce to bis duties as a volunteer to possess firearms and to uso thorn [Note — 
Under the Indian Arms Rules, 1910, .Volunleors ore regmred to obtain llcenfos 
to possess their private arms Vtde Koto (1), pago 39 onfe). 


2. This Act shall come into force on such day as the Governop- 

. General in Council, by the notification m 
Comwencement Gazette Of fnrfm. appoints. 

[The Act catno into force on tho 1st Oct. 1878. (India notn. No. 1169 dated 
the 27th Juno. 1878) 

3. On and from that day the enactments mentioned in the 

o , . , , first schedule hereto annexed shall bo repea- 

Kepeai of enactment. specified in the third column 

of the said schedule. But all authorities and permissions given, 
licenses and exemptions granted, orders and appointments made, 
notifications published, and rules, conditions and forms prescrib- 
ed under any enactment hereby repealed, shall be deemed to be 
respectively given, granted, made, published and prescribed Under 
this Act. 


And all such authorities, permissions, licenses and exemptions 
shall, except as otherwise provided by this Act, continue in 
force for the period for which they may have been given or 
granted, respectively, or where no such •period is expressly fixed, 
for one year from the date on which this Act comes into force, 
and shall then cease to have effect 

, . , , 4. In this Act, unless there be something 

WpteWion clause, in the Bubjeot or context.- 

“cannon” includes also all howitzers, mortars, wall-piedeS, 
mitrailleuses and other ordnance and maohine-guns, all parts of 
the same, and all carriages, platforms and appliances for mounting, 
transporting, and serving the same : 
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“arms” includes firearms, bayonets, swords, daggers, spears, 
spear-heads and bows and arrows, also cannon and parts of arms, 
and machinery for manufacturing arms : 

“ammunition” includes also all articles specially designed 
for torpedo service and submarine, mining, rocket, gun-cotton, 
dynamite, lithofracteur and other explosive or fulminating ma- 
terial, gun-flints, gun-wads, percussion caps, fuses and friction- 
tubes, all parts of ammunition and all machinery for manufacturing 
ammunition, but does not include lead, sulphur or saltpetre : 

“military stores” in any section of this Act as applied to 
any part of British India means any military stores to which 
the Governor-General in Council may, from time to time, by 
notification in the Gazette of India, specially extend such section 
in such part, and includes also alUi^ead. sulphur, saltpetre andu 
^ other material to which the Governor-General in Council may 
from time to time so extend such section : 

“license” means a license granted under this Act, and “licen- 
sed” means holding such license. 


NOTES. 

(1) 4 Cr. L. J., 239 — Maung Shwe Thet — Air gun not adapted for use with 
explosive substances and classed as toys for the purposes of tariff Act, was a toy 
and did not come within the definition of arms. 

^ (2) 42 Cal 1153. — Harsha Nath Chatterjee' — The word 'firearms' only 

moans arms that are fired by means of gunpowder or other explosives.— Firearms 
as used in section 14 include parts of firearms. 

(3} 1 S. L. R, 19. — VJazu Walad Bangar. — Whether a particular instrument is 
a firearm or not is a question to be determined according to the facts of each case 
and the circumstance that it is in an unserviceable condition is not sufidcient to 
take it out of the categorj’’ of firearms. 

(4) 1 Weir, 658 — Kulappa Gramani. — A firearm which is defective and 
otherwise unserviceable is not an arm within the meaning of the Act, and conse- 
quently not one for which a license need be taken out, even though it might be 
capable of being rendered serviceable by being repaired. 

(5) 21 Mad. 360 Jayaram Reddi and A. I. R. 1923 Lah. 617 — Karm Din — 
A revolver with broken trigger and bolts and bars for rifles come within the 
definition of “arms.” Whether in any particular case an instrument 'is a firearm 
or not is a question of fact to be determined according to circumstances, and the 
circumstance that it is in Unserviceable condition is not conclusive. 

(6) 6 Mad. 60. — Sidappa — A gun rendered unserviceable by the loss of 
trigger does not fall within the definition of “arms.” Possession of such a weapon 
without a license is no offence under section 19. [21 Mad. 360, above, overruled]. 

(7) 12 C. P. L. R., Cr. 8. — Chaitoo Gond. — The unserviceable remains of 

a gun could not be fairly described as a ‘firearm’ within the meaning of section 14, 
and do not require to be protected by a license under that section. 

(8) 1 Weir, 653 — Rasoolj Sahib — A broken unserviceable gun does not 
fall under the description of “part of arms” within the meaning of the section. 

(9) 12 C. P. L. R. Cr. 10. — Barwar Teli. — A gun barrel so long as it can be 
used as a gun-barrel, is an arm within the definition of section 4, because it is a part 
of firearm. But it is not a “firearm” within the meaning of section 14, nor is it one 
of the other articles mentioned in the section. 

(10) 7 Mad. 70. — Vyapuri Kangani — As a gun-barrel and nipple in service- 
able condition fall within the definition of “arms" in section 4, the possession of such 
article, without a license is an offence under section 19 (/), 
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(11) 3 N L R 63 — Dhan Singh — An old fashioned muzzle loading gun« 
barrel in good condition and with the touch hole in good order Is a Qrcarm within 
the meaning of s 14, There is nothing in s 14 inconsistent with s 4 Firearms m 
s 14 Include parts of firearms. 

(12) 24 All 4S4 — Harpal —A pistol which is out of repair cannot bo 
regarded as a weapon for offence or defence 

(13) 6 P R. 1908 Cr — SamIuMeh -~A revolver oven if it is out of repair or 
Is clogged from disuse is an 'arm* and a person fn possession of it without a license 
Is guilty of an offence under s 19 

(14) 640 P. R. 1913 Cr — Harnam Singh — Possession of a ^Quaekenbush 


‘tc I* ■ s‘- ‘ 


(15) A. I R. 1923, Lah. 617 — Karm Din. — Bolts and bars of rifles are arms 
within the meaning of s 4 In order to fall within s 4 tho weapon need not he in 
a scrTiceable condition 

(16) 7 B. L. R.340— Po Me.— To find oiit_if a certain object is an 'arm' the 
test is to SCO the purpose for which It Is intended— If it is for domestic or agricultural 
it does not fall within s 4 

(17) 2 Lah. 291 Mangal Singh.— Whether or not a particular instrument 
is Included in the expression 'arms* depends on the circumstances of the case 

T' " * • he Act is neither 

dangerous, and, 

• • the meaning of 

8 4, A weapon consisting of a plain tatbf, a blade and two morsble screws and 
so oontriTed that by loosing the screws the blade may be detached from the shaft 
made up of tho lathi, IS not "arm" os defined In s 4 although the weapon may be 
described as a poleaxe Pal««axe (or Kanta) is not an arm for the purposes of 
the Arms Act 

(19) 3 L. B. R , 1.<>Ebrahlm Daweodjl Babi Bawa.—Tho purpose for which 

in ordinary parlance,* 
be no doubt that the 
■ • >•’ $lasp Knives) before 

the court intended to supply weapons to persons who wanted efficient stabbing 
instruments They could not be likely to serve any domestic purpose Under the 
circumstances the knives fi.U within the definition of arms 

(20) 1 6 R 271 — Hmat Ky^n — Ho weapon can be held to be an arm 
within the Act unless It is a weapon which would ordinarily he spoken of as an 
' arm The purpose for which the implement is primarily intended regulates 
whether it would, in ordinary parlance be spoken of as an arm and if it is not 
designed for use as a weapon of offence and defence, although It may be used as such, 
then it IS not an 'arm' A clasp Knife does not fall within the ordinary natural 
meaning of the word "arm ’ 

(21) L. B R 1893*1900, 487 — Nga Pc Thin. — ^The purpose for which a 
weapon is earned, cannot be a sufficient test of whether it is an "arm’ or not A 
clasp knife IS not a dagger and IS not designed or suitable for warfare Therefore 
it does not come within the definition of arms 

(22) 7 Bur L. T 165- Me Thin — ^Though the exhibit knives were stout 

t — j L. 1 - ipearance be said to have been primarily 

' them for offence or defence They are 

(23) 51 Cal 673 — Bishan Singh imported certain knives described as 

hunting knives and kept with him The Made taueTed ' 

4 Par/e ^2 13 section i Add as Note 23 (2) — 

23 (2) A I R 1028 Rang 49 — Nga Lu Gale — Tl o criterion w bether an implement 
should be deemed to be arms is tho purpose for which the iiuplement is primarily 
intended A clasp knife which has a blade 5i inches lont, with a pOmted end and is 
fitted to a long handle and turns over into the handle falls within the meaning of 
tho word ‘ arms — 
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dagger was to stab whereas this instrument seemed to have been designed for 
ordinary use). 

(24) 6 L. B. R. 130Cr. — Aung Ba.- ^A cook’s knife is not an arm. The accused's 
conduct in manufacturing a sheath for the knife, to enable him to conveniently carry 
it about with him, does not convert it into an arm, unless the character of the knife, 
is altered (e. g.) by grinding it so as to make it double edged.j 

(25) 9 Bur. 207 IMga Kya Nyo, — A table knife however carried or intended 
to bo used is not an “arm." 

(26) L. B. R., 1892>1896, Vol 1« — Nga Po Tein — Dalwes, spears and forks 
do not come within the definition of military stores in s. 4 and the mere possession 
of such weapon is not a punishable ofltence in Burma under s. 19 of the Act. But 
going armed with swords or spears without a license is punishable under s. 13. 

(27) 11 L. B. R. 340. — Po Me. — The true criterion is not' whether any given 
dah is an “U-Pyat” but what was the intention of the maker as regards its purpose 
(5 L. B. B. 207 (Note (22) below) rofd.) 

(28) A. I. R. 1927 Lah. 162. — Mchr Din. — Primary purpose and not use for 

which an implement is used is the test. Axo or knife does not become “arm” within 
B. 4 by merely using it for offending or defending on particular occasion. 

(29) 5 B. L. R, 207, — Hamyit. — A dashe-upyat of the usual type is primarily 
intended for domestic and agricultural purposes and is not an arm within the 
meaning of the Arms Act, {Vide Note (27) above). 

(30) 1 Weir, 654 — Gangamma.— The word “includes” in s. 4 is clearly not 
intended to be exhaustive. A bottle^iaiM is an arm within the meaning of the Act. 

(31) L. B. R., 1893-1900,320. — Nga Turn Bau — The meaning of Dahmyaung 
in the Bittmese translation of the Arms Act must be limited to the meaning- of dagger. 

(32) L. B. R., 1893-1900, 416 — Nga Ne U. — The word “arms” except so for 
as the definition expressly includes other weapons must be understood to mean 
weapons of ofifence suitable for use in warfare. The Government of India have, under 
s. 27, the power of excluding any description of arms from the operation of .the Act. 
But the Act does not empower the Government to define what is an arm 
within the meaning of the Act. If anything . is not in the opinion of the court 

, an arm within the meaning of the Act, it is immaterial whether the Government 
have or have not excluded it from the operation of the Act. Das of the kind described 
in Notification No. 827, dated the 15th June 1893, as excluded from the operation 
of the Act, are not arms within the meaning of the Act and it is therefore unne- 
cessary to exclude them from the operation of the Act (L. B. R. 1893-190P, 320. — 
Vide note (31) above — overruled), 

(33) 32 P. R. H13, Cr. 172 — Ralia Singh. — The definition of “arms” in the 
Act is not exhaustive and the true meaning must be arrived at by consideration of 
circumstances in each case. Neither the length, breadth, nor the form of the 
blade of a weapon, nor the handle, affords any certain test of its classification as 
“arm.” ^Whatever can be used as an instrument of attack or defence, and is not 
an ordinary implement for domestic purposes, falls within the purview of the Act.'N 

(34) 16 P, R. 1910, Cr. — Santa Singh. — There is no exhaustive definition 

in the Arms Act of the expression “arms” which Sthough necessarily including the 
articles specified in the section, may also be held to apply to other instrument or 
weapons, £where the circumstances of a case show that a weapon or instrument is 
■ carried for” the purpose of offence or defence and not as ah article of domestic or 
agricultural utility there is no reason why such weapon or instrument should not be 
held to fall within the category of “arms.” This being so, it was not necessary to 
decide in the case whether the weapon found on the accused was a chhavi or a 
gandasa, it being immaterial what the name, shape or size of an instrument 
is, but material to determine the use for which it is carried or possessed.j^ 

(35) 13 P. L. R. 1924. — Gahna 5 and 10 P. L. R, 19l6-Jinda. — Everything is 
chhavi which has a large axe-like blade curved or otherwise with an arrangement 
of ring or rings for binding it to the handle, and a handle of considerable length. 
Being in possession of chhavi and keeping it hidden is simply punishable under 
s. 19 (a)- S. 20 is applicable only to those cases where the import or export of an 
arm is attempted. The question of exclusive possession of an arm cannot be raised 
for the first time in appeal, 
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(36) 20 P. B. 1890 Cr.— Kftsar Singh. — Chhav) may bo arms within 
the meaning of the Arms Act, and that as the word arms m s. 4 of the Act 
includes parts of arms the possession of a ••chhavl*head” may amount to posses- 
sion of arms 

(37) A. 1. B. 1922'Lah. 141. Bach )U«r Slngh.~Tho question whether a swerd 

. * .0 ^ Klfpan and thctofoco exempt from the Act under a Punjah 

. . the circQmstanoeaofiho CQso The burden is upon tho 

. , , , , weapon carried by him was a Kirpan withm tho mean* 

^ ’• . ' I . ird 31 inches long with a blade length of 22 inches m a 

g ernhhard was hi'iu uoi to bo proved a Kirpan 

■ ■ ■ • “ “ — ''^'plies to KIrpans 

io manufacture of 
Arras Act, from 
0 is not ezompted 
to manufacture 

(39) 5 Lah. 308. — Har( bingh.—A. .aiRii „ earing one sword 

commits no offence under 8. 13 by virtue of the exemption under schedule (3) (b) 
of tho Rules under tho Act 

(40) 3B P. R. 1889. Cr.-^Nur Otn and Nizam Din.— 'Accused were convicted 
for having in their possession sword-hllta bought from time to time at sales of 
old stores They oontended^that sword hilts were not arms within the meaning of 
the Act Held that tho expression * arms’* included ‘parts of arms' and that the 
hilt being part of a sword was an arm. 

(41) 34 Cal. 749.— Satish Chandra Boy.— A swerdstlek la a ''sword" 

within the meaning of a 4 ofthoA*S N-lthm* tho longth, broadth or tho form 
of the blade of a weapon, nor the S '*• ' ’ 

tion as "arms " Whatever can be . * 

cutting as well as for thrusting w.. . ’ . 

purposes falls within tho purview of the Act. 

(42) Chota— All,, Bovn. No. SIT Sep. 1907— If Loo Metferd bulMs were 
capable or fit for use they are "parts" of ammunition 

(43) 20 P. R. 1890, Cr. —Jaman Khan -^Empty cartridge cases of whloh 
the caps have been exploded do not com© under the definition of ammunition in the 

Act. An Instrument for repairing cartridge cases of the Martini Henry rifle is 

not machinery for manufacturing amraumllon withm the meaning of the Act 

(44) 7, Bom. L. R. 474— Ebrahlm Alibho.y— Empty cartridge eases in 
which the caps have been exploded come withm the definition of ammunition, 

(45) 32 All 182— Baldeo Singh and 46 All, 10T—Alad\n,— Empty car- 
tridge cases are ammunition within tho meaning of s 4. 

(46) 4 Ind. Cas. <05— Rangaswami Alyar. — Empty cartridge cases fall 
withm the definition of "ammunition” given In s 4 Therefore a conviction under 
e 19 (a) for the possession of such cases is tegal 

(47) A. I. R. 1925 All. 498. — Amir -^bere is considerable force m the argu 
meat that no oGTenco has been committed because the em^ty cartridge cases 
are incapable of being reloaded fn Indfa^ 

(48) A. I. R. 1926. All. 255.— Kallu —To support a conviction for possessing 
empty cartridges it should be proved that the cartridges can be reloaded m 

^ ' ' " ~hom they are found If this is not 

prosecution can be made on them 
* . . • R 1925, All 498 (Vide Note (47) 


(49) 5 Mad 159 — Suppi.— The manufacture or possession of fireworks 

including rockets which are mere fireworks,* does not come within the prohibition 
of 8 *). The rockets referred to in s 4 under the definition of "ammunition" .are 
war-reekets. , 

(50) 8 Mad. 202— Kasim Sahfb.-pA person in possession of a quantity of 
gunpowder without license is liable xo conviction under s 19, although ho may 
intend to employ the powder ip the manu&cturo of fireworks or other harmless 
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purposes, inasmuch as gunpowder is a material capable of being used for purposes 
of warfare,.- 

(51) 18 P. R. 1910 Cr. — Bansldhar. — Patakas which are small packets, 
wrapped in a paper, of chloratc-polash mixed with small pieces of ka nkar, and 
ivhich explode with a slight report when thrown with force against a wail or other 
hard surface, are not fireworks within the meaning of the Explosives Act, and so no 
license is necessary for the manufacture or sale of patakas. 

(52) L. B. R. 1897-1910. V. t , 139. — Nga Ve U. — Accused was convicted 
under sec. 5 for the manufacture, possession and sale of explosive in Burma, 
for possessing an explosive without a license. Held, that licenses under 
these rules are not required for the possession of explosives of this nature. But 
cartridges and detonators are “ammunition'’ as defined in s, 4 and the 
acoused might properly have been convicted under s. 19 (/) of the Act. 

(53) 16 P, R. 1910, Cr. —Santa Singh — Although lead is exempt from the 
operation of s. 4, yet when it is moulded Into bullets of 20 to 24 bore, it is ammuni- 
tion within the meaning of the said section. The definition of ammunition given 
in s. 4 is not exhaustive and tho question whether a certain article falls within its 
purview is to ho decided according to tho circumstances of the case, C.A\so, that. 
in a case of technical offence, a nominal sentence is always quite sufficient to 
meet tho ends of justice. 

(54) Iron dropping or pellets (faunda)— arc ammunition (India No, 1630 dated 
tho 7th Oct. 1881). 

(55) Tho Sight of guns and rifles should bo rpcm-.’--’ 

No. 900 dated the 1st Mav 1Q1’' 

- ‘ X .1 J ; Nnloc lur the definition ,of 

4 oflteS: .Vw««<c tlic tollowine (appliMW" to 
" arms ’’ includes — 

dasp-hntvcs the blades of which arc pointed 
length ; 

Vnives with pointed blades rigidly affi.xod, 

'Tiik to ‘V- ScluS“f« <ioo.co.io 

‘I, 'rises’” ptovila't^at „ t, pre,,,,, 

Kpi.StotM-ooottUis description a» .n 
such purposes ; 

knives of such other kinds as the Local Governm 
tion, prescribe ; and 

swords, daggers, 

cannon and parts of arms, and ma 
(Burma Act YII of 1928). 

Randhir Singh. A J 

cannot be regarded as s. 

Sikh is not exempted by « 


G. 

section 


(59) 

(0 

(h') 


f)f arms. (India 

ms' requiring 
th Oct. 1894.) 

and direction 


as 


or 
in all 


(ui) 


(ia) 


keep, offer 
hmunition 
license 
permitted 


firearms, bayonets, 
arrows, also^^ 
turing arms. 

R, 192S, Lab. 239 
The two expressious 
swordstick by a 


I. 


(60) A 
from a kirpan 
the possession of a 

(61) A. 1. R- 1928, Lab. whic! 

separate pieces, namely, ^ a screw to allow 

and auaxedike Wade 5 itbin the meaning of 


to selling 
r liis own 
U for the 
but every 
pr than a 
eraption 
ay, give 
e of the 
haser’s 


the long lathi 


as no 


instrument like that is 


ever used for domestic or 


of its 
S. 19 

agricultura 


te 41 and 


\der the 
iHe was 
I keep a 
on. 

[which 
\/s. a> noouse-noiaer illegal, 
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(4) 1 Wetr 653> — Yagantlah — ^Tbo repairing of arms is cot * manufaoturo 
within the meaning of ss 5 and 19 (o) 

(5) 16 All 276 — Tota Ram — Tho temporary possession of a gun by a servant 
who Carnes it from hia masters house to tho blacksmith for repairs and by the 
blacksmith for the purpose of repair without a license is not punishable under s 19 

(6) 1 Weir 657 — Venklah —A person who *\pplied for permission to sell a 
gun and did not obtain such permission was held not punishable under s 19 (6) 
when ho had given notice under a 5 

I (7) When a person who repairs arms is also a maker of armSi it is necossay, 
under the existing law, that be should provide himself with a license in tho latter 
capacity, so that the present question practically affects persons in the position of 
ordinary blacksmiths or others who may have arms in their temporary keeping for 
purpose ' t . ijjp Governor General in 

Council tho intention of the Arms 

Act to in Council accordingly 

directs that m future no licenses shall bo required merely for carrying on 
the business of repairing arms, (India resn Ko 69 2039 50 doted tho 15th Dec 1881) 
Those repilrers of arms, however, who stock spare part of arms are required to 
tako out licenses for tho possession of those spare parts m one or both of forms IX 
or XI or forms X and XII (India No F 21 Xlil-26 dated tho 2nd Aug 1926 ) 

(8) Tho sale of arms, ammunitton or military stores is prohibited except under 
a license aud in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby The only excep 
tion allowed is the sale of arms or ammunition possessed by a person for his private 
use, which IS permitted subject to the observance of certain conditions specified m 
the second part of the section This exception would not cover tho case of an agent 
to whom arms are made over for sale or commission Sale by an agent m such 
circumstances would ho illegal except under a license (Bilrma A M Ed 1922 135) 

(9) If an officer or soldier wishes to dispose of any arms or ammunition 

either by priv * « - v v « u u ~ *. i4w« 

puTchas^r IS a ■ • ..... 

name does noi 
Magistrate or I 
the case may 

Jan 1910) These oraets wcio extoudeu tu oivii uiiittra uy u xiu jua uamu luu 
20th Feb and No 6315 dated tho 13th Dec 1901, and U P Q 0 Nos 1X15 dated the 
15th April and 1751 dated the Ist June 1901 ) 

(10) ^11 arms and ammunition and articles of this nature found among unelalm* 
ed property la the possession of Railway Companies should be sent to the 
nearest Magistrate for sale on the understanding that the sale proceeds will ho made 
over to tho railway authotitiesjdndia letter No 2106 R T dated the 3rd Dec 1908) 


III— Import., Export and Tiansport 
6 ‘N’o person shall bring or tako by sea or by land into or 
,, , . out of Briti^ih India any arms, ammunition 

i.on and”“expTrl.Uon or military stores O'.cept under a license 
prohibited and in tno manner and to the extent permitted 

by such license 

Nothing in the first clause of this section extends fo arms other 
... , than cannon or ammunition imported or 

taCo*n of 'arm* anTam* ©xported in reasonable quantities for his own 
munition for private use private use by any person lawfully entitled 
to possess such arms ■or ammunition , but 
the Collector of Customs or any other officer empowered by the 
Local Government in this behalf by name or m virtue of his office 
may at any time detain such arms or ammunition until he receives 
the orders of the Local Government thereon 

Explanation — Arms, ammunition and military stores taken from 
one part of British India to another by sea or across intervening 



48 


The Indian Arms Aot. 


[Sec. "6] 


territory not being part of British India, are taken out of and brought 
into British India, within the meaning of this section. 


NOTES. 


tho powers conferred by S. 19 of the Sea Customs Act, 1878 
in supersession of tho Notn. of the Govt, of India in the Dept, of 


In exorcise of 

(VIII of 1878) and 

0. and I., No. 53/7 dated the 26th July 1919, tho G.-G, in C. is pleased to prohibit 

(1) tho bringing by soa or by tand into British India through the medium 
of tho Post Office, of arms, ammunition or military stores as defined in the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878). 


Provided that this prohibition shall not apply to tho bringing of arms, 
ammunition or military stores into British India— (a) from Berar. or (5) on behalf 
of Government. 

(2) the bringing or taking by soa or land into or out of British India of arms, 
ammunition or military stores, as defined in the Indian Arms Act, (XI of 1878), 
save in accordance with tho provisions of that Act and of tho rules and orders for 
the time— being in force thereunder. (India No. 2112 dated tho 2nd Juno 1924). 

(3) All articles of tho foreign parcel mail imported into India and declared 
or suspected to contain arms and ammunition are scrutinised by the Customs 
authorities. Such articles as are found to have been imported in contravention of the 
terms of Notification No. 2112, dated tho 2nd Juno 1924, are detained by tho Customs 
authorities and dealt with in accordance with the provision of section 167 (8) of the 
Sea Customs Act, 1878 (VIII of 1878), any arms that are confiscated under this 
section being disposed of in accordance with the rules in force for the disposal of 
confiscated weapons. Parcels which on scrutiny by the Customs authorities are 
passed by them are handed over to the post-office for delivery to the consignees. 
Inward foreign articles of the letter mail found to contain arms and ammunition are 
forwarded by tho post-office of delivery to the chief port of the Presidency or 
province nearest to that office to be there made over to the Customs authorities who 
then deal with them in the manner above proscribed for tho treatment of parcels. The 
foregoing instructions do not restrict in any degree the discretionary powers exercised 
by the Customs authorities under the existing provisions of the law. (C. and I, No, 
523-527-17, dated 24th January 1911). The transmission of arms and ammunition in 
foreign postal articles forwarded by other postal administrations in open transit 
(a decouvert), through the India Post-Office, is prohibited. Articles of this class 
should be returned to the country of origin. Transit — articles of the foreign mail, 
the contents of which although falling under the head of “arms and ammunition” 
as defined in the Indian Arms Act are in themselves quite harmless, may, however, 
at the discretion of Postmaster-General be transmitted to their destinations. (India 
No. 8072-8074-55. dated 29th Sept. 1913.) 

(4) When arms and ammunition are simultaneously imported a license,under 
the Arms Act is necessary for the import of arms and another, under the Explosives 
Act, for tho import of ammunition, irrespective of the question whether a license 
under the Arms Act has been obtained or not. (India No. 4638, dated the 6th 
Aug^t 1901.) 

C (5) Any person “lawfully ^entitled to possess arms" can import into 
British India or take out of the country with him or send out any arms or ammuni- 
tion, without any special license, provided these are of reasonable quantity, are for 
their personal use and their pessession is covered either by a license or by exemption. 
(Explanation of the rules. Vide para 15). The words “lawfully entitled to possess" 
apply to persons licensed according to law to possess arms, as well as to persons 
exempted from the operation of sections 13 and 14 of the Aot. (India No. 1862, dated 
the 14th Dec. 1880)^ 

(6) The exemption in clause 2 of section 6 cover only the export of arms 
and ammunition by a privileged person for his own personal use, not the export 
of arms and ammuuition'by other people for the use of a privileged person. (India 
letter No. 1327-1,, dated the 23rd March 1891.) 

(7) The following officers are empowered to detain arms and ammunition 
under this section — 

Bombay Presidency— Political Resident at Aden, (Notn. No. 3467, dated the 
16th June 1879.) 
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Bengal— All Magistrates aud police officers not below the grade of Sub Inspec* 
tor (Bengal L R and O , para 83) 

United Provinces — Any Magistrate. Justice of the Peace, Superintendent, 
Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of Pol co and any poltco officer being not lower 
in rank than an officer m charge of a polleo station (G. 0 No 299 dated tho 
27th Feb 1872). 

Punjab— A ^ l P ol KC ^fficers not below tho rank of ofBocr in charge of d station, 
(Notn I^o.^^^ted ^ 

Central Provinces— All Jla^Aratea and all officers of the police not below the 
rank of Assistant District Superintendent of Police (Notn No 2595 (a) dated the 
18th Juno 1879 ) 

Assam— All Magistrates and all police officers not below the rank of Inspectors 
(Notn No 2143 J dated tho 12th Juno 1914 ) 

N W. F. Province— All Magistrates and all Police officers not below tho rank 
of officer in charge of a station [Notn No 7103 G dated tho 2nd May 1922 ] 

(8) 43 Cah 421 Causley — A person lawfully entitled to possess arms and 
ammunition signing tho prescribed certificate of purchase of tho same m the name 
of another with an address not bis own and thereby dccoiving tho gunsmith and tho 
Government and defeating the object of tho certificate, commits forgery his act 
having been done * fraudulently*' if not "dishonestly" 


7. \Levy of duties on arms, etc ttmpo) led hy sea\ Repealed by the 
RepeaUng and Amending Act 1891 {XII oj 1891). 

8. [Power fo impose dwiv on tmoorfs by land] Repealed by the 
Repealing and Amemlmg Act, 1891, {Xllof 1891) 


9. Notwithstanding anything contained m the Sea Customs Act, 
Saneuon of Local 1878, no aims, ammunition or military stores 
Government required shall bo deposited iH any wATchouse licensed 
to warehouMng of arms under licction 16 of that Act Without the sane- 
tion of the local Government 


NOTES, 

The Warehouse at Meyapur IS declared to bo a warehouse for the deposit 
of ammunition under this section Tho premises of any licensed dealer in arms m 
Calcutta licensed also as a private warehouse under section 16 of tho 6ea Customs 
Act, 1878, and approved of in writing by the Commissioner of Police, may bo used as a 
place for the deposit of arms under this section (Bengal notn dated 24tb 
March 1879 ) 


10. The Governor-General in Council may, from time to time, by 
notification in the Gazette of India , — 
prohibit regulate or prohibit the transport of 

any description of arms, ammunition or mili- 
tary stores over the whole of British India or any part thereof, 
either altogether or except under a licence and to the extent and 
m the manner permitted by snch licence, and 
(6) cancel any such notification 

Explanation Arms, ammunition or military stores transhipped 
at a port in British India are transported 
within the meaning of this section 


Power 

tramporl 


Transbipment of arms 


NOTES. 

(1) Although the word "transport" as used m tho Indian Arms Act XI of 1878, 
would in a certain sense, Include every movement from place to place, yet the Gorern- 
7 
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nient of Imiia ronsidor that looking to the rccnoral ohjccts of the Act, and the difficul- 
ties which iiiicht result from construing the words 5u Us widest sense it 5s reasonable 
toaltacli to it a more restricted meaning, which it would not, perhaps bo easy to 
doiinc precisely. Imt whicii would certainly not inchidc such movement as the 
removal of arms from a v/arehouse to a shop in tliosamc town or tbo landing 
of arms imported. Under such restricted interpretation of the term no licence is 
required for iho removai of aiamiinillon from ono magar.inc and wareliotmo to another 
in the .same loeniily. (Tiidia No, 88-2955, dated the 9th Nov. 1888), 

(2) The Hon'hlo tlic Advocate General, Pengal, holds that, in the case in 
question, the ofTence of transporting arms without the requisite licence was 
complete, inasmuch a.s the arms had been removed or transported from the gunshop 
to the Railway station at Pumbsorai: a conviction under section 19 (d) of the Arms 
Act, as it staiuKs, would thoroforo have boon possible, if the accused had been charged 
with the substnnfivo ofTence punishable titider that section. (India No. 3007, dated 
the 9th Nov. 1921). 

(3) In order to avoid the possibility of transport licence being used more than 
once, the time for which sucii licences arc valid .‘^Iiould invariably bo entered in 
the proper column of the licence. The lime allowed, specially in the case of arms 
ammunition or military .sloro-s licensed or transported through any part of British 
India to the frontier, slioithl he carofully restricted to such period as may be con- 
sidered rcnsoiial)lo. (India No. 41—1737, dated the 23rd Sept. 1879), 

. (4) In the frai].smission of arms, ammunition and militar 3 ’ stores from one 

I British district to another through foreign territory, the procedure 

I prescribed is that lioih an export and import licence, in the regular form should be 

I taken out— the export licence for the transmi.s.sion of the consignment to foreign 
{ territory, and the import licence to cover its re-conveyance into British territory, 

j Whenever such n ease may arise a copy of the original licence for export should 

j bo communicated to the Dfngistrato of the place to which the consignment is ulti- 
jnately destined. (India No, 28G4-I dated the 29th June 1887). 


11. Tlie Local Government, with the previous sanction of the 
„ , , Governor General in Council, may at any 

places along the boundary-line between 

senrcliing stations. V, , t t , j- • i. -i j l 

fintish India and foreign territory, and at 
.such distance within .'iuch line as it deems expedient, establish 
searching-posts at which all vessels, carts and baggage, animals, 
and all boxe.^, bales and packages in transit, may be stopped and 
searched for arms, ammunition and military stores by any ofiScer 
empowered by such Government in this behalf by name or in virtue 
of ins office. 


NOTES. 

Conveyances and baggage belonging to passengers are liable to be stopped and 
searched at Sayer stations for arms, ammunition and military stores. In 
carrying out this duty the notification of exemption and the rules under the Arms 
Act, .so far as they relate to the transit of arms, ammunition and military stores 
should be followed by the officers of the Land Customs stations, (Madras L. B. 
and 0., para 5). 


(12. When any person is found carrying or conveying any arms. 
Arrest of persons con- ammunition or military stores, whether cover- 
veying arms, etc., under ed by a licence Or not, in such manner or 
suspicious circumstances, under such circumsfcances as to afford just 
grounds of suspicion that the same are being carried by him with 
intent to use them, or that the same may be used, for any unlawful 
purpose, any person may without warrant apprehend him and take 
such ■'arms, ammunition or military stores from him. ) 
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Any person so 

Procedure where 
arrest made by person 
not a Magistrate or 
Poliee*officer 


apprehended and any arras, ammunition or 
military stores so taken by a person not 
being a Magistrate or Police officer, shall be 
delivered over as soon as possible to a Police- 
officer, 


All persons apprehended by, or delivered to, a Police officer, 
and all arms and ammunition seized by or delivered to any such 
officer under this section, shall bo taken without unnecessary delay 
before a Magistrate 


JV — Qoinq armed and po'^sesaing at ms etc 


13 Ko person shall go armed with any arms except under a 
licence and to the extent and in the manner 

Any person so going armed without a 
licence or m contravention of Us provisions may be disarmed by 
any Magistrate, Police-officer or other person empowered by the local 
Goveinment in this behalf by name or by virtue of his office 


NOTES 

' -I* . , wored to disarm persons under this eectioD 

' * officers and odipons ID tbo Malabar dist ict 

BOMBAY Tbo undermentioned officers of tbe Forest Department in tbe 
Korthern Division Southern Division and tbe Sind— Conservators Deputy Consor 
yators Assistant Oenservators Extra Assistant Oonservators Bangers Foresters 
Forest Quards and Salt Inspectors in Smd io virtue of tbeir office , Officers sepoys 
and peons of Salt Department omployod on tbe Goa and on the Northern 
Frontiers (Notns No 6714 dated the 7tb Novr 1879 No 9355 dated tbe 29th Novr 
1892 Ko 3049 A dated the 8th June 1889 No 410 dated tho 19th Jany 1895 and 
Ko 4082, dated the 11th Augt 1905 

UNITED PROVINCES —Tbe Conservator of Forests all Deputy and Extra 
Deputy Conservators Assistant Conservators aod Extra Assistant Conservators 
(induing probationers) Patwaris in Jaunsar Bawar have similar powers (Notn 
No VI the 4th Sept 1913 ) 

BURMA —All headmen and rural police men appointed under s 5 of the Burma 
Village Act 1907 (Notn No 112 dated the 5th Aug 1909) 

CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR,— All Forest officers not below tho 
rank of Assistant Conservators and all Revenue officers not below tbe rank of Naib 
Tahsildar (Notn No 2595 A dated the IStfa June 1895 and No 1853 dated the 
7th Aug 1916) 

(2) 1 Weir 1663 — Venkatarayadu — "Going armed" in s 13 means 
'carrying arms ' and a person who gets a licence for protection only but 
uses.lt for sports is not exempted from the liability under tbe Act 

C.(3) 1 Weir 662 — Koraga— Section 13 which prohibits a person from "going 
armed" except under a licence is not bound to take his licence with him 
whenever he goes ^ 

(4) L R 1893>1900, 284 — Nga Shwe Ton — A person who appears 
in a public place or issues from his own property or abode having about his 
person a weapon of the sort described in s 4 and not covered by a licence goes 
armed within the meaning of s 13 Tbe phrase "going armed’ is not to be 
restricted to the meaning carrying or bearing arms in the manner usual for the 
particular weapon m view 

(5) U B R 1897-1901, Vol I— Nga Tha Byaung — Tbe accused was found 
m another man s house wearing a dagger He did not allege that the dagger was 
not hts or that be had not brought it to the house On the contrary be specified 
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■'’affgor was issued. In the above circumstances the 
pHoncG of going armed with a dagger In contra- 


i! have in his possession or under his control 
y cannon or firearms or any ammunition or 
■ditary stores, except under a licence and in 
D manner and to the extent permitted 
thercbj’-. 

( Tanporan/ provisions.) Repealed hy (he Repealing and 
Amending Ael, iSOt (XII of ISOl.) 


NOTES. 

(1) 3 N. L. R. 63.— Dhan singh— Firearms iti this section include parts 
of firearms. 

(2) 291, I.C. 644. — Chnganipato Chino Basavappa- — There is no provision 
in this Eoclion requiring a person to deposit a spear. If there is no other basis 
of conviction it is illegal, 

(3) 42 Cni. 1153. Hnrsha Nath Chatlorjee. — Possession of parts of fire- 
arms is prohibited by this section road with s. d. 

(4) 15 C. W, N. 440 — Akhil Nath Dutt— Whore a person kept a gun for 
some time and made it over to nnothor to keep for him he cannot be convicted 
under s. 10. 

i^(5) U. 8. R., t892>1896, vo(. I, 1,— Nga Po Teln. — Oalvyes, spears and 
forks do not come within the term “military stores” in s. 14 and the mere 
possession of such weapons is not a punishable offence under s. 19. But going armed 
with swords or .spears without a licence is punishahlo under s. 19. 


15. In any place to wliich section 32, clause 2, of Act No. XXXE 
of 1860 applies at the time this Act comes 
into force or to which the local Government, 
with the previous sanction of the Governor- 
General in Council, may by notification in 
the local official Gazette, specially extend this 
section, no person shall have in his possession any arms of any 
description, except under a licence and in the manner and to the 
extent permitted thereby. 


Possession of arms of 
any description without 
licencej prehibited in 
certain -places. 


NOTES. 

(1) Section 32, Clause of Act XXXI of 1860— In every such Province, 
District, or place as well as in^auy Province, District or place in which an order 
for a general search for arms has been issued and is still in operation under 
Act yx VTTT of 1857, it shall not be lawful for any person to have In his 
possession any arms of the description mentioned in section VI of this Act, 
or any percussion caps, sulphur, gunpowder, or other ammunition without a licence. 

(2) This section does not apply to Burma as section 32, clause (2) of Act 
XXXI of 1860 did not apply to Lower Burma on the Isl Oct. 1878. 

(3) Act XXXr of 1860 was replaced by this Act (XI of 1878). 

(4) Section 15 has been extended to the following places— 

In Madras. — ^The Governor in Council, with the previous sanction of the 
Governor General in Council, resolves under section 15, Act XI of 1878 (The Indian 
Arms Act) to extend the provisions of that section to the whole of tho Malabar 
district,— (2) It is therefore hereby notified for general information, that within 
the limits of the said district, no person who is not specified or described in 
Schedule I of the Indian Arms Buies, 1920, as exempted shall, from the data of 
this notification have in his possession any arms of any description except 
under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted by it, (Xotn, 
Ho. 222 dated the I4th Sep. 1922), 
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Calicut, £rnadi Walavanad, PonnanI (G 0 Ko 355, dated the 6tli Feb 
1885 and Ko ^60, dated the 30th June 1815) 

Bombay —Aden — (Kotn Ko 3167 dated the IGth Juno 1897) 

The Governor in CouncU la Meased to republish notn Ko 1112 dated the 19th 
Fob 1878, with the addlUons attached to it by Govt resn Ko 4378, dated the 
13th August 1890 — 

It IS hereby notified, for genera) InformatloQ that the provisions of Act XXXI 
of 18G0 (relating to the manufacture importation and sale of aims and ammunition 
and for regulation of the right to keep and use the same, and to give the power of 
disarming in certain cases) as modified by Act VI of 1866, ate In force in the 
following places, districts and portions of districts — 

Town and Island of Bombay, 

Districts of Batnaglri, Poona Ahracdnagar, Satara, Bcigaum, Dhatwar, 

District of Sbolapur, in the following talukas only — 

(a) Pandharpur, (b) Sangola 

District of Bgapur (lately Ealadgi), in the following talukss only — 

(a) B!]apur, (6; Bagalkot, Badami, (d) Hungund. 

District of Kanara, in tho following talukas only — 

(a) Supa, (6) Yellapur, (c) Karwar (d) Sirs!, (e) Siddapur, 

District of Kasik in tho following talukas only — 

(a) Kasik (6) Igatpuri (c) Dindori, (d) Sumar, (e) Niphad, (f) Ycola 
(g) Chandor 

(2) And that tho provisions of Act XXXI of 1860 (relating to tho manufacture, 
importation and sale of arms and ammunition and for regulating the right to keep 
and use the same and to givo tho power of disarming in ccit'im cases as modified 
by Act VI of 1866, arc with tho exception of the several clauses of section 32, which 
apply to the disarmament of any districts, m force in the following districts and 
portions of districts — 

The Province of Sind viz tho districts of Karachi Hyderabad and Shikarpur, 
Thar and Parkar and the Upper Smd Frontier 
Districts of Ahmcdabad Surat, Broach Kaita, Paneb Mahals, Tbana Kolaba 
District of Kasik in the following talukas only — 

(o) Malegaon, (6) Kandgaoo (c) Baglan,(d) Kalvan, (c)5Pemt 
District of Kanara m tho followjng talukas only — 

(oj Kumta [b) Konavar 

District of Saladgi in the following talukas only — 
ta) Indi, (b) Sindgi (c) Muddabiba) (d) Bagevodi 
District of Sbolapur in the following talukas only — 

(u) Sbolapur (6) Barsi (c) Madba, (d) Kaxmala 
(>.otn >0 391 dated the lath Jao 18'^alld^ot^ No 823 j dated the l»th Dec 1888) 

Bengal — Section 15 o1 the Act is extended to all districts m Bengal 
and with effect from tho 19th March 1923 no person of these districts shall 
have in his possession any arms ot any description except under a licence 
and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby (Kotns Ko 787 dated the 
9th March 1223 and Ko 1121 dated the Slsi March 1923) 

N B This notification under section 15 does not m itself supersede any 
exemption under section 27 of tho Act in force at the time Exemptions in force 
remain in force, possession of arms becomes unlawful if the arras are among those 
?r Under column 3 of schedule II of the Indian Arms Buies 1923 (Bengal 
Ko 1838-1866 dated the 15th May 1922) 

j — Ssotlon 15 has been extended to all the districts in Assam 

ana with effect from the 23rd March 1923 no person of these districts shall have 
in ms posssesion any arms of any description except under a licence and in the manner 
and to the extent permitted thereby 

Provided that m respect ot bayonets other than those lawfully possessed in 
Virtue of an exemption under Schedule I of the Indian Arms Buies, 1920, and m 
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force at the said date namely, the 23rd March 1923. (Assam Notn. No. 1183 G. J. 
dated the 23rd March 1923. 

Under the proviso in column 3 of item 1 of Schedule II of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1920, tjie prohibitions and directions contained in sections 5 and 6 of this 
Act are retained in respect of bayonets in all districts in Assam and no person 
in Assam 

(a) shall manufacture, convert or sell or keep, offer or expose for 
sale, or 

(b) shall bring or take'by sea, or by land into or out of tne province, 
bayonets except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent 
permitted thereby. (Assam Notn. No. 1184 G. J. dated the 22nd 
March 1923. 

Punjab. — Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, Bamiu, Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghazi 
Khan. (Notn. No. 1635 of the 16th Nov. 1900.) See also the list of villages printed 
at the end of the Indian Arms Rules, 1224, and referred to in Schedule IV., 
clause (7) (b). (Notn. No. 2460 dated the 3rd July 1879.) 

(3) 1 Weir 666 — Fakir Ahmed. — The possession of a sword or dagger in 
a place to which s. 15 has not been extended is no offence. 

(4) 1 Weir 666, — Kunja Asari. — A person having a sword without a licence 
in a district which is disarmed but not going armed with it, is no offence 
under the Act. 

(5) L. B. R., 1872-1892, 426. — Nga Shwe Hla. — The possession of a 
bayonet without a licence is not an offence under the Act, except in the district . 
to which s. 15 has been extended. 

(6) 9 Bom., 478 — Dodyama Basapa. — Cl. 2. s. 32 of Act XXXI of 1860, 

relating to the manufacture, importation and sale of arms, did not apply to the 
Badami Taluka of the Kaladgi Colleotorate at the time when the Indian Arms Act, 
No. XI of 1878 came into force ; and the notification of the Government of Bombay, 
No 1112 of the 19th Feb. 1878, which declared that the provisions of Act XXXI of 
1860, as modified by Act VI of 1866, are in force in Badami amongst other places, 
is not an order of disarmament under clause (1) s. 32 of Act XXXI of 1860. In the 
absence therefore, of a notification under section 15 of Act XI of 1873, extending 
with the previous sanction of the Governor-General in Council, the provisions of the 
section to Badami, the possession of arms without a licence in that taluka 
is not punishable under s. 19. < 

(7) 41 Cal. 350 -Romesh Chandra.— The knowledge of the existence 
of firearms found in a but on search should not, without further evidence be 
imputed to any other than the occupier of the hut, nor would that presump- 
tion operate even against him if it could be proved that it was possible that 
the same might be there without his knowledge. 


16. (l) Any person possessing arms, ammunition or military 

stores the possession whereof has, in conse- 
quence of the cancellation or expiry of a 
licence or of an exemption or by tEe issliA”of 
a notification under section 15- or otherwise, 
become unlawful, 'shall without unnecessary 
delay deposit the- same either with the ofScer-in- charge of the 
nearest police-station oi’,-at his option and subject to such condi- 
tions as the Local Government may by rule prescribe, with a 
licensed dealer. 


In certain cases arms 
to be deposited at police- 
stations or with licensed 
dealers. 


(^) When arms, ammunition or military stores have been 
deposited under sub-section (j) or, before the first day of January, 
1920, under the provision of any law for the time being in force, 
the depositor shall, at any time before the expiry of such period as 
the Local Government may by rule prescribe, be entitled — 
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(а) to receive back anything so deposited the possession of 
which fay him has become lawful, and 

(fc) to dispose, or authorize the disposal, of anything so deposited 
by sale or otherwise to any poison whose possession of the same 
would bo lawful , and to receive the proceeds of any such sale 

Provided that nothing in this sub section shall be deemed to 
authorize the return or disposal of anythig the confiscation of which 
has been directed under section 24 

(5) All things deposited as aforesaid and not returned or dis- 
posed of under sub-section (s) within the prescribed period therein 
referred to shall be forfeited to His Majesty 

U) (a) The Local Government may make rules consistent with 
this Act for carrying into effect the provisions of this section. 

(б) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing provisions, the Local Government may by rule prescribe 

(1) the conditions subject to which arms, ammunition and 
military stores may be deposited with a licensed dealer, and 

(u) the period after the expiry of which things deposited as 
aforesaid shall he forfeited under sub-section (5)^ 

NOTES. 

Statement of Objects and Reasons dated the let Sept 1919, leading to the 
introduction of S 16 

The changes in the administrattoQ of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (XX of 1878), 
which were announced in the GoTernment of India (Home Department) Resolution 
No 2125 0, dated the 21st March 1919 aro to come into force on the Ut January 
1920, One of the changes is a curtailment of the lift of exempted persons and 
there are probably a number of persons now in lawful possession of arms and 
ammunition of which the possession by them will become unlawful by reason of 
that curtailment It is necessary to arrange for the disposal of such arms and 
ammunition, and the present provisions of the Act are not sufficient for the 
purpose The bill has been framed to provide for tbe sate custody of such arms and 
ammunition, and at the same time to avoid tbe inDictiou of unnecessary hardship, 
by giving to tbe former possessors opportunity to dispose of their property by sale 
or other lawful means 

(2) Rules published by Local Governments under section IS ~ 


3 With reference to paragraph 3 of G O No 626 Judicial, dated 22Dd April 
1910 no separate register m tbo form prescribed tberem need be maintained by 
dealers showing receipts and disposals of arms and ammunition occasionally received 
from persona who wish to effect their disposal The register which the dealers are 
required to maintain under rule 1 of the rules appended to this order may be 
utilized for the purpose 

^ 4 The District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police Madras, will 
furnish the dealers m arms and ammunition if any, in their respective jurisdictions 
With copy of tbe rules appended to this order and of tbe instruction contained m 
paragraph 2 above 1 

Noli^cafton^^l) Every licensed dealer with whom any arms amn unition or 
military stores have been deposited shall give to the depositor a receipt and shall 
enter the necessary particulars m a register to be maintained by the dealer in the 
appended form * — (2) The licensed dealer shall furnish the Commissioner of Police 
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or tho District Magistrate with an extract of the register on the day on which 
each deposit, return, sale or other disposal takes place. The officer receiving the 
extract shall depute an officer to check the extract with tho dealer’s register and 
initial each entry. — (3) Tho stock on hand with tho licensed dealer together with 
tho arms, ammunition or military stores deposited with him under section 16'(1) of 
tho Act shall not exceed tho quantity which ho is licensed to possess,— (4) Subject 
to tho provision of rule 6, any arms, ammunition or military stores which are not 
returned or disposed of under section IG (2) of the Act shall, after tho expiration of 
throe years from tho date of their deposit, bo forfeited to His Majesty.— (5) 
Licensed dealers shall submit at tho end of each quarter, viz, 31st March, 30th June, 
30th Soptombor, and 31st December to the Commissioner of Police in the city 
of Madras and elsewhere to tho District Magistrate, a statement showing the arms, 
ammunition or military stores that have become liable to forfeiture under rule (4). 
(6) Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited by a guardian on behalf of a 
minor may bo left in deposit until the expiration of one year from the date of such 
minor attaining majority when, if tho person entitled to receive them back or 
dispose of them ns required by section 16 (2) of tho Act has not taken the 
required action, they shall be forfeited to His Ala jesty. 

*Forjn referred to in rule (1) above. 


Receipts, 

1. Date of receipt. 

2. Sender’s name and address in full. 

3. Particulars of sender’s exemption 

or licence. 

4. Description of arms with maker’s 

name and number, if any. 

5. Description and quantity of am- 

munition and military stores. 


Disposal, 

6, How disposed of— whether by sale, 

return or other disposal. 

7, In case of sale or other disposal — 

purchasers or transferee’s name 
and address in full and parti- 
culars of his licence. 

8, In case of return of the weapons, 

date of return and name and 
address of person to whom sent. 

9, Date when due for forfeiture. 

10. Remarks. 


Bombay xVot?)., A/b. J076, dated the SOth Feby. 1920. — 1. Every licensed dealer 
with whom any arms, ammunition or military stores have been deposited shall give 
to the depositor a receipt and shall maintain a register in the appended form.* 
A copy of tho register, certified as a true copy under the signature of the licensed 
dealer, shall bo forwarded on tho last day of each quarter, in the City of Bombay 
to the Commissioner of Police and elsewhere to the District Alagistrate.— 2, Arms, 
ammunition or military stores deposited at the police stations shall, if not returned 
or disposed of within one month from the date of their deposit, be lodged at the 
head-quarters police stores. — Provided that arms so deposited and previously covered 
by a licence in Form XV Schedule VII to the Indian Arms Rules 1920, may, at 
the discretion of the District Alagistrate, be lodged at the police station at the 
head-quarters of tho taluka in which the police station at which they have been 
deposited is situated. (Proviso added by G. O. No. 6658, dated the 19th July 1920).— 
3. Subject to the provisions of rule'7 any arms, ammunition or military stores 
which are not returned or disposed of under section 16 (2) of the Act, shall after 
the expiration of three years from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to His 
Majesty, — 4. The Commissiouer of Police in the City of the Bombay and elsewhere 
the District Magistrate may prescribe fees on payment of which arms, amunition 
and military stores shall be periodically oiled, cleaned, etc., at the police station 
or headquarters police stores where they are deposited or lodged— 5. Licensed dealers 
shall not return arms, ammunition or military stores deposited with them -to 
depositors except in the manner and to the extent permitted for the sale of such 
arms ammunition or military stores to such depositors. — 6. Licensed dealers shall 
submit on the Slst of December of each year in the City of Bombay to the 
Commissioner of Polioe and elsewhere to the District Magistrate, a statement 
showing the arms, ammunition and military stores that have become liable to 
forfeiture under rnle 3. — 7. Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited by 
a guardian on behalf of a minor may be left .in deposit until the expiration of one 
year from the date of such minor attaining majority when if the person entitled 
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to receive them back or dispose of thorn as prescribed by sootion 16 (2) of Ibo Act 
has Qot taken the rcctuisito action, thoy sbalt bo forfeited to His Iilajcsty. 

FORM*— [ Rule 1 1. 


Date of 
deposit. 

Description 
(No. etc.) of 
, arms, ammunition 
or military 
stores. 

Kamo and 
address 
of ibo 1 
depositor. ; 

Date when 
duo for 
forfeiture 

Date and 
duo for 
disposal. 

HEMARKBe 

1 ' 


3 

4 

5 

6 


Bongai.— I,c«er Ko. SO PI., dated Me 7/A Janoarj^ —Owners who deposit 

1 *. safe keepine wHb a dealer bolding a licence In 

, their posscsalondiccnoc, If it expires while the 

cd arc with the dealer They may bavo their 
aler or any other person authorised by them 
ithority Is prepared to renew their llconoos in 
lutii auacuce. ii tue iiuuuuu is not renewed, tbo dealer continues to possess the 
• , -v «. — «tuthority of bis licence in form XII; 

. . • . . • • ‘ . ‘ or obta* .• ■ ' 

' . . ; V •• •• • deposited • • _ ’ 1 

• • • . • in tbo i • . . . 

Register of firearms and ammualtion deposited for safe custody (F »dr condition 

3 of licence Form XIII), 


- 

Address 

inefodiog 

If exempted. 

Name of 

Tillage, 

arm. 

police* 
station and 

bow. 


district.' 


2 

3 

4 


Date of 
depcsit. 


Kumber, 
date, 
duration 
and form 
of JJeenco 
and 

outhority 
by whom 
granted. 


Rurnher 

und 

description 
of Bime 
and 

jamraunitlon. 


How 

dispose 

of 


aoa also, il be be not a raiilcnt of Calcutta, the 
t 2- «;h«>l u dealer discoac ' 

acpos.tor IS oot a iciJeut of Calcutta, to t ’ 
number, date and Issuing ajjthoriiy of the 
o^Sratai^" atoiM ..m held, ai 

So ‘""V’’''- A dealer falfln 

S3led,h»''n"J *>>' 

uecosited shall deposit the .s™. ,t !>.« 


hce4jfd dealer Vii"l>'V|.S' 
l^a.mva.SSu^tiihts'rl'JS? '■ ' 

”eapouorart.cleatlcketS,h'/Li^r..;_;. ; ■. 


"‘ores with a Ilcensrd 
lion 1C of tbo Indian 
• of Police, Calcutta, 

Magistrate of the district In which 
. *0 
.. ■ the 

, ■ Ich 

. the 

ins, 

Ion 

a . ■ tod 

* . «B« 

. I the 

provjui'u uidh ,.i c.a...s.^ irnl 
' lyocal Oovcrnmcfit. 4. All 
tbo Act, and not return'd or 

• Jtlon within a year of tbclr 
owed under rulj 3, *ha I be 
.dated the 12tb March 

f/M- nth Ihrrh 

; -y-'y- • 'h 
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in the same form,_ signed by himself, informing the depositor at the same time that 
the Government will be responsible for the safe custody only of the articles and not 
for their preservation from rust' and decay— (2) Licensed dealers and officers in 
charge of police stations with whom any arms, ammunitioir or military stores are 
deposited shall maintain a register in the appended form.* A copy of the register, 
certified as a true copy under the signature of the licensed dealers or of the officer 
of the police station, as the case may be, shall be forwarded on the last day of each 
quarter to the District Magistrate. — (3) Arms, ammunition or military stores 
deposited at police stations shall, if not returned or disposed of within one month 
from the date of their deposit, be forwarded to the head-quarters of the district and 
shall then be kept in the malkhana of the District Magistrate or the Superintendent 
of Police, at the description of the Magistrate. If deposited in the Magistrate’s 
?naZ/vhana, the Nazir shall be responsible for their custody, and if deposited in the 
Superintendent’s malkhana, the Court Inspector shall be so responsible. — (4) The 
Court Inspector (or the Nazir, as the case may be) shall keep a register in which 
the arms and other articles deposited with them shall be described, and entered 
under serial numbers and fresh tickets shall bo affixed to them showing the owner’s 
name, etc., corresponding with the entries in the register. — (5) Subject to- the, 
provisions of rule 9, any arms, ammunition or militarj’’ stores which are not returned 
or disposed of under section 16 (2) of the Act shall, after the expiration of one year 
from the date of their deposit, be forfeited to His Majesty. — (6) The District 
Magistrate may prescribe fees on payment of which arms, ammunition and military 
stores shall bo periodically oiled, cleaned, etc., at the police station or malkhana 
where they are deposited or lodged. — (7) Licensed dealers shall not return arms, 
ammunition or military stores deposited with them to depositors except in the 
manner and to the extent permitted them for the sale of such arms, ammunition or 
military stores to such depositors, — (8) Licensed dealers and officers in charge of 
malkhanas in which arms, ammunition and military stores are lodged under rule 3 
shall submit on 31st of December of each year to the District Magistrate a statement 
showing the arms, ammunition and military stores that have become liable to 
forfeiture under rule 5 — (9) Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited by a 
guardian on behalf of a minor may be left in deposit until the expiration of one 
year from the date of such minor attaining majority when, if the person entitled to 
receive them back or dispose of them as prescribed by section 16 (2) of the Act has 
not taken the requisite action, they shall be forfeited to His Majesty. 


Date of 1 
deposit. 

Description (no., 
etc.) of arms, 
ammunition or 
military stores. 

Name and 1 
address of 
depositor. 

Date when 
due for 
forfeiture. 

Date and . 
method of 
disposal. 

Remarks. 

1 

) 

2 

3 ! 

4 

5 

6 


Exception. — In the Almora district, arms deposited under the Act may be 
retained in tahsil malkhana instead of being sent to the headquarter’s maZMana ; 
and the statement prescribed by clause 8 above should be submitted by the naib 
nazir of each tahsil to the Deputy Commissioner of Almora through the tahsildar 
OT peshkarp [G. 0. no. 6566 VI— dated the 17th November, 1920.] 

Pntfjab Notn. No. 15486, dated the^lQth May 1922. — 1. (i) Arms and ammuni- 
tion, the possession of which has become unlawful, may.Jm deposited with such 
u — nqpa <ifialRrs.onlv a.s nn«5Rps<3 a o’lnnlement^v licence-frQr--^^ Local Government 

A Page 58 — 9 Omit the entries relating to Punjab on i 
its coVtions on page 59. ' f ^ 

ncenck,x. -- , . , . {Indian Arms Rules, 

1930 [corresponding form IX, X, XI or XII in Schedule Villv^rd'ched to the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924.] — 2. The depositor shall, within a week olvdeposit, deliver to the 
District Magistrate of the district' in,^whioh he resides a receiptN^tained from the 
licensed dealer for the articles deposited. — 3. Arms, ammunition m^military stores 
deposited under secton 16 (1) of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, with an offiL^er-in-charge 
of a Police station or with a licensed dealer shall be forfeited to His AL^'esty on 
the termination of one year from the date of'''deposlt; Provided that tbe^^istrict 
Magistrate of 'the district in which the articles' are deposited may from ^qcial 
reasons extend this period by not more than six months, or, where the articles ain 
deposited in consequence of the decease of the owner, and the articles are inherited'^ 
by a minor, until the termination of the inheritor’s minority'. 
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Free^allfee *FOru (Rulo 1 ) 

Oo^oe for tbo possession by licensed dealers of arms or ammunskion deposited 
by their owners under section 16 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, as amended by 
ActXXofmSv^ ‘ 


Name, description 
and residence of 
licensee. 

[''-^Description 
'^jf-ams or 
i amm^Uion 

Flaco (with 
description) 
where articles 
are to be kept 

Period for which 
the licence is 
valid 

1 

I 

3 

4 

1. ’ 

.11 . . 




1878, and 
given in 

but docs not authorise the licensee (i) to go armed, (it) te k'ee^ arms or ammunition 
which are the property of Government — 3 The licensee shairmamtam a register 
of all arms or ammunition In his possession under this licence, shotvmg the name, 
description and residence of the licensee, the description of the arms and ammunition, 
and the date of deposit —4 ' To every depositor tho licensee shall give a'^occipt m 
cntioned in condition 3. and shall himself 
tbo otBcor m*cbargo of the nearest police 
IS and his register on the demand of any 
Magistrate or any police officer of a rank not below that of Inspector— 6 The 
licensee shall ^forthwith give information at tho nearest police station of tho loss or 
theft of any arms covered by tho licence —7 On the termination of one year from 
the dato of deposit, if the arms or ammunition have neither been returned nor 
disposed/f under section 16 (2) of the Indian Arms Act, 1&78 the licensee shall 
iDfonr^-^he District Magistrate of that fact, and shall deal with the arms or ammuni 
tion Bocording to his orders 

Bihar and Orissa Notn No GSO P R, dated the 17th M y 1 Every 

licensed dealer with whom any arms, ammunUlon or military stores have been 
deposited shall giro to the depositor a receipt and shall maintain a register m the 
appended form * He shall forward on tbo last day of each quarter to the District 
Magistrate a copy of th» register certified as a true copy under his own signature 
2 Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited at police station shall, if not 
returned or disposed of within one month from tbo date of their deposit bo lodged 
at the head quarters Court Police Office —3 Subject to tho provisions of rule 7 
any arms ammunition or military etorcs which are not returned or dlspiieed of under 
section 16 (2) of the Act shall, after the expiration of three years from the dato of 
their deposit, he forfeited to Hts Majesty— 4 The District Magistrate may pres- 
cribe fees on payment -of which arms, ammunition or military stores shall be 
periodically oiled, cleaned, etc , at the police station or bead quarters Court Police 
Office where they are deposited or lodged — 5, Licensed dealers shall not return 
arms, ammunition or military stores deposited with them to depositors or persons 
on whose behalf the deposits have been made except In the manner and to the 
extent permitted them for the sale of such arms, ammunition or military stores to 
such depositors or such persons aforesaid as the case may be — 6 Licensed dealers 
shall submit on the 31st of December of each year to the District Magistrate, a 
statement showing the arms, ammunition and military stores that have become 
liable to forfeiture under rule 3 —7 Arms, ammunition or military stores deposited 
by a guardian on behalf of a minor may be left in deposit until the expiration of 
one year from the date on which such minor attains ins majority, when, if the person 
entitled to receive them back or dispose of them as prescribed by section 16 (2) of 
the Act has not taken the requisite action they shall be forfeited to His Majesty 
{Notn No 870, P R , dated the Slat May iPSO) 

*FORM* 1 Rule 11 


Date of 
deposit 

Description (No 
etc ) of arms, 

, ammunition or 

1 military stores | 

Name and 
address of 
itbe depositor 

Date when 1 
due for 

1 forfeiture ' 

Date and 
method of 

1 disposal 

j Remarks 

1 

1 ^ * 

3 ' 

4 

5 

1 ^ 
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Provinces. Notn. No 297-M9-VJ. [208-I99-VL the 1st August 
-^very licensed dealer with whom any arms, ammunition or military 
stores have been deposited shall give to the depositor a receipt and shall maintain 
a register m the appended form.* A copy of the register, certified as a true copy 
under the signature of the licensed dealer, shall be forwarded on the last day of 
each quarter to the District Magistrate. (2) Arms, ammunition or military stores 
deposited at police stations shall, if not returned or disposed of within three months 
from the date of their deposit be lodged in the Nazarat— (3) Subject to the provi- 
sions of rule 7, any arms, ammunition or military stores which are not returned or 
msposed of under section 16 (2) of the Act shall, after the expiration of three years 
from^ the date of their deposit, be forfeited to His Majesty. — (4) The District 
Magistrate may prescribe fees, on payment of which arms, ammunition and military 
stores shall be periodically oiled, cleaned, etc. at the Nazarat, where they, are 
deposited or lodged. — (5) Licensed dealers shall not return arms, ammunition or 
military stores deposited with them to depositors except in the manner and to the 
extent permitted them for the sale of such arms, ammunition or military stores 
to such depositors — (6) Licensed dealers shall submit, on the 31st of December of 
each year, to the District Magistrate, a statement showing the arms, ammunition 
and military stores that have become liable to forfeiture under rule (3). — (7) Arms, 
amrnunition or military stores deposited by a guardian on behalf of a minor may be 
left in deposit until the expiration of one year from the date of such minor attaining 
majority, when, if the person entitled to receive them back or dispose of them as 
prescribed by section 16 (2) of the Act has not taken the requisite action, they shall 
be forfeited to His Majesty. 


* The form is similar to the form prescribed for B. and 0. (above.) 

When any arms, ammunition or military stores are deposited under section 14 
or 16 of^Act XI of 1878, as amended by Act XX of 1919, at a police station, the 
oflScer in charge of such station shall give the depositor a receipt signed by himself. 


If within 60 days from the date of deposit the owner fails to produce a licence 
authorizing him to take possession of them, the arms, ammunition, and military 
stores shall be forwarded to the headquaters of the district, where they shall be kept 
in such safe place as the Deputy Commissioner may direct. 

AU arms, etc., deposited will be at the owners’s risk and Government will not be 
liable for any injury they may receive. [0. P., L. P. and 0., p. 200). 

[Note — Similar rules have been framed for Berar under Notn. No. 298-199 VT 
at the 1st Aug. 1922]. 

Assam. — (1) All arms, ammunition and military stores deposited at a police 
station in accordance with the provisions of section 16 shall be at once sent to the 
Magistrate of the district in which the police station is situated. The Magistrate 
shall then store the arms etc., in safe custody. (Assam Notn, No. 2443 J. dated the 
1st June 1914.) 

(2) 1. Any person depositing arms, ammunition or military stores with a 
licensed dealer in compliance with the provisions of section 16 (1) shall immediately 
inform the Magistrate of the district in which he resides. 

2. When a dealer disposes of arms, ammunition or military stores so deposited, 
he shall report the fact to the Magistrate of the district in which he resides. The 
report shall state the name and address of the depositor, the number, date and issuing 
authority of the license (if any) under which the arms, amraunition or military stores 
were held, and a description of the arms, ammunition or military stores. 

3. A dealer failing to dispose of an article so deposited within one year from 

the 1st Jany, of the year following that in which it was deposited^ shall deposit the 
same at the nearest police station and shall at the same time furnish the information 
mentioned in rule 3 ; provided that in exceptional cases the period of one year may 
be extended by the local Administration. ' • 

4. AU articles deposited under sec. 16 (1) and not returned or disposed of under 
sec. 16* (2) within a year of their deposit or within such further period as may be 
aUowed under rule 3 shall be forfeited to His Majesty. (Assam Notn. No. 3644 J. 
dated the 19th April 1920. 

Coorg. — Notn. No. 63 dated the 87th March 1981 , — Prescribes rules similar to 
(;he Madras Buies, on page ante. 
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V, Licences. 


17 The Governor-General in Council may, from time to time 
„ . 1 . by notification in the Gazette af India, make 

** lolicencc*.”* * Tules to determine the officers by whom the 

foi m in vrhiclv and the terms and conditions 
on and subject to which any licence shall bo granted ; and may by 
such rules among other matters — 

(а) fix the period for which such licence shall continue in force , 

(б) fix a fee payable by stamp oi otherwise in respect of any 
such licence granted in a place to which section 32 clause 2 of Act 
No, XXXI of 1860, applies at the time this Act comes into force, 
or in respect of any such licence other than a licence for possession 


granted in any other place ; 

ic) direct that the holder of any such licence other than a 
license for possession shall keep a record or account, in such form 
as tho Local Government may prescribe, of anything done under 
such licence, and exhibit such record or account when called upon 
by an officer of Government to do so ; 


(d) empower any officer of Government to enter and inspect 
any premises m which arms, ammunition or military stores are 
manufactured or kept by any person holding a licence of the 
description referred to m section 5 or section 6 ; 

(e) direct that any such person shall exhibit tho entire stock 
of arms, ammunition and military stores in his possession or under 
his control to any officer of Government so empowered , and 


(/) require the person holding any licence or acting under any 
hcerice to produce the same and to produce or account for the 
arms, ammunition or military stores covered by the same when 
called upon by an officer of Government so to do 


NOTES. 

(1) 24^ C , 22 Cr L J 75. Mahomed Ibrahim— 20 Cal 444— 
Kishunwa— %rhe Act docs not require a person who holds the licence for 
a gun or any other weapon to carry it on his person whenever ho has tho 
weapon with him If on being rcquir^ to produce it ho is prepared to do so on a 
reasonable opportunity being given him to get and if it ensta, he should not be 
prosecuted, and if prosecuted, tho production of the lleeneo at the trial Isa 
sufficient answer to the charge of infringing the 

(3) 3 C W. N 394 — Kali Nath Singh — An order extending the time 
of renewal of licences has the effect of keeping licence previously granted 
praetlealiy in force and a person cannot be convicted under s 19 (f) for a breach 
of its provision within the extended time 


18. Any licence may be cancelled or suspended — 
C.nc.\l„g^.„,pe„. («) fey tl'o '>y 'yhom the same was 

»ion of licence granted, or by any authority to which he 

may be subordinate, or by any Magistrate of 
a district, or Commissioner of Police in a Presidency town, within 
the local limits of whose jurisdiction the holder of such licence may 
be, when, for reasons to be recorded in writing, such officer, 
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authority, Magistrate or Commissioner deems it necessary for the 
security of the public peace to cancel or suspend such licence ; or 

(b) by any Judge or Magistrate before whom the holder of such 
licence is convicted of an offence against this Act, or against the 
rules made under this Act ; and 

the Local Government may at its discretion, by a notification 
in the local official Gazette, cancel or suspend all or any licences 
throughout the whole or any portion of the territories under its 
administration. 


NOTES. 

Bengal. — Tho only disarmed district in Bengal is Bakarganj, all licences 
in this district having been cancelled under s. 18 of the Act in Bengal Govt. Notn. 
No. 4772 J. dated the 22nd Aug. 1896. These orders whore modified in 1904 when the 
District Magistrate of Bakarganj was authorized to issue gun licences under the 
following conditions to respectable and trustworthy persons I — 

(1) All licences to bo in form XVI. — (2) No person to bo licensed for more than 
one gun without the counter-signature of Commissioner, who will only countersign 
if good reason is sho^vn. — (3) No licence to bo granted to any person who is not a 
permanent resident in tho district. — (4) Every gun to have a brass plateTshowing the 
number of its licence, tlie date of tho original grant of the licence, and of "each subse- 
quent renewal. Such plate to bo firmly affixed to the stock of the gun, under the 
Magistrate's orders, at tho owners' expense. [Guns which can be identified by the 
maker's name and number, need not have the brass plates or numbers stamped 
thereon.] hS) Any licensee whoso gun may bo lost or stolon to communicate the 
fact within- twenty-four hours to the nearest police station.— (6) Licences only to 
bo granted to gentlemen of position and good character who can be depended on no^ 
only to misuse tho guns themselves, but also prevent others from misusing themj 
(Bengal No. 2887 J. D. dated the 29th Sep. 1904. No. 1360 J. dated 16th February 
1905 and para. 53 Bengal L. R. and 0.) 


VI. — Penalties. 


19. Whoever commits any of the following offences (namely) : — 

{a) manufactures, converts, or sells, or 
• 1^7* keeps, offers or exposes for sale, any arms, 

tions 5, 6, , o . ammunition or military stores in contravention 

of the provisions of section 5; 

(b) fails to give notice as required by the same section ; 

(c) imports or exports any arms, ammunition or military stores 
in contravention of the provisions of section 6 ; 

(d) transports any arras, ammunition or military stores in 
contravention of a regulation or prohibition issued under section 10 ; 

(e) goes armed in contravention of the provisions of section 13 ; 

(f) has in his possession or under his control any arms, 
ammunition or military stores in contravention of the provisions of 
section 14 or section 15 ; 

(p) intentionally makes any false entry in a record or account 
which, by a rule made under section 17, clause (c), he is required 
to keep ; 

(h) intentionally fails to exhibit anything which by a rule made 
under section IT, clause (e), he is required to exhibit 5 or 
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(t) fails to deposit arms, ammunition or military stores as 
required by section 14 or section 16 ; * 

shall bo punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


NOTES. 

(1) Under Schedule n, Cr P C, offences under this section are lailable 
and triable by a Court of Sessions, Presidency Magistrate or a Magistrate 
of the first class. 

(2) 1 Weir 654, offences under this section being punishable with Impri 
sonment for more than six months specified m S 220 (260) Cr P. 0 , could not be 
tried summarily. 

(3) Lah. 1924 667. Nazir Singh. Sentence of solitary confinement 

cannot be awarded under tho Arms Act 

(4) 1 Weir 664. Gangamma. — under s 10 a Magistrate having found 
the accused guilty, was bound to pass some sentence — though It was open 
to him to pass a nominal sentenco S 24 ebowa that the order of confiscation is 
in addition to the sentenco that may bo passed 

(5) 1923 Lah 468— Alif Dm.— Wh^re a head constable made a false report 
that a d-iooity had been committed and that he bad arrested some dacoits and 
after a delay of three days, as ho aata, recovered the arms from the petitioner 
not in the presence of witnesses, who signed the list but who distinctly recorded 
that tho arms were 'produced before them by the constable Held that the 
petlticner was not guilty. 

v6) Rat. Un Cr 1227 Sakharam.— As Khandesh is neither a district 
on the external land frontier of British India, nor a sos port district of British Burma, 
clause IV of the notification of tbo Government of India, No 518 dated tho 6th 
March 1879, has no application to it, and as the Govt of India has not by any other 
notification, extended section 19 ■ to saltpetre In the Khandesh district, a person 
cannot bo convicted under s 19 forkeeping saltpetre without a licence 

(7) 42 Cal 1153 Harsha Nath Chatterji.— The keopipg of arms under 
S 19 (a) must be keeping for sale, not keeping only 

(8) 1Wier656 Ramaswami Filial — ^Wbere the accused who bad licence 
under the Explosives Act to manufacture and sell gunpowder and fire works on 
certain premises, manufacturi^d flre*works at a different place, held that the 
accused could not be convicted under the Arms Act 

(9) 24 All. 434 — Harpal Raf — The mere temporary possession, without 
a licence of arms, for purposes, other than use as such, is not an offence within 
the meaning of s 19 

(10) 6 Mad 202 Cr — Kasim Sahib — A person m possession of a quantity of 
gunpowder without licence is liable to conviction under 8 19, although he 
may intend to employ the powder in the manufacture of fire*wopks or other 
harmless purposes, m as much as gunpowder is a material capable of being used for 
purposes of warfare 

(11) 13 P L R 1914 — Gahna— Everything IS chhavl which has a large aie- 
hke blade curved or otherwise, with an arrangement of rings for binding it to the 
handle, and a handle, of considerable length Being In possession of ehhavi and 
keeping it hidden is simply punishable under s 19(a) S 20 is applicable only to 
those oases where the import or export of an arm is attempted The question of 
exclusive possession of an arm cannot be raised for the first time in appeal 

(12) 15 All 276. Tota Ram — Blacksmiths in temporary possession of 
firearms for purposes of repair are not required to take out licence 

(13) 21 C W N 839 Sudhanga Gawali — If the place in which the 
article (gun) Is found is one to which several parsons have equal right of 
access it cannot be said to be In possession of anyone of them and the 
conviction of the accused could not be sustained 

(14) 1 Wier 663.— Venkatarayadu — ^Whea a license to go armed vs granted 
for proteetion only, the licensee cannot use It for sport or display. 
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authority, Magistrate or Commissioner deems it necessary for the 
security of the public peace to cancel or suspend such licence ; or 

(6) by any Judge or Magistrate before whom the holder of such 
licence is convicted of an offence against this Act, or against the 
rules made under this Act ; and 

the Local Government may at its discretion, by a notification 
in the local official Gazette, cancel or suspend all or any licences 
throughout the whole or any portion of the territories under its 
administration. 


NOTES. 

Bengal. — The only disarmed district in Bengal is Bakarganj, all licences 
in this district having been cancelled under s. 18 of the Act in Bengal Govt. Notn. 
No. 4772 J. dated the 22nd Aug. 1S9G. These orders whore modified in 1904 when the 
District Magistrate of Bakarganj was authorized to issue gun licences under the 
following conditions to respectable and trustworthy persons t — 

(1) All licences to ho in form XVI, — (2) No person to bo licensed for more than 
one gun w'ithout the counter-signature of Commissioner, who will only countersign 
if good reason is shown. — (3) No licence to bo granted to any person who is not a 
permanent resident in the district. — (4) Every gun to have a brass platOjShowing the 
number of its licence, the date of the original grant of the licence, and of "each subse- 
quent renewal. Such plate to he firmly affixed to the stock of the gun, under the 
Magistrate’s orders, at the owners' expense. [Guns which can bo identified by the 
maker's name and number, need not have the brass plates or numbers stamped 
thereon. 1 nS) Any licensee whoso gun may bo lost or stolon to communicate the 
fact within- twenty-four hours to the nearest police station. — (6) Licences only to 
bo granted to gentlemen of position and good character who can be depended on noj. 
only to misuse the guns themselves, but also prevent others from misusing themJ 
(Bengal No. 2887 J. D. dated the 29th Sop. 1904. No, 1360 J. dated 16th February 
1905 and para. 53 Bengal L. R. and 0.) ' 


FI. — Penalties. 


19. Whoever commits any of the following offences (namely) : — 

(a) manufactures, converts, or sells, or 
• 1 * 7 ' keeps, offers or exposes for sale, any arms, 

tions , , , o . ammunition or military stores in contravention 

of the provisions of section 5; 

(&) fails to give notice as required by the same section ; 

(c) imports or exports any arms, ammunition or military stores 
in contravention of the provisions of section 6 ; 

(d) transports any arras, ammunition or military stores in 
contravention of a regulation or prohibition issued under section 10 ; 

(e) goes armed in contravention of the provisions of- section 13 ; 

(f) has in his possession or under his control any arms, 
ammunition or military stores in contravention of the provisions of 
section 14 or section 15 ; 

(p) intentionally makes any false entry in a record or account 
which', by a rule made under section 17, clause (c), he is required 
to keep ; 

(/^) intentionally fails to exhibit anything which by a rule made 
under section IT, clause (e), he is required to exhibit 5 or 
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(t) fails to deposit arms, ammunition or military stores as 
required by section 14 or section 16 ; * 

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


NOTES 

(1) Under Schedule II Cr F. G, otfencas under this section are lallable 
and triable by a Court o1 Sessions, Presidency Magistrate or a Magistrate 
of the first class 

(2) 1 Weir 654, offences under this section being pUDisbablo with impii- 
sonnieiit for more than six months specified in S 220 (260) Cr P. C , could not be 
tried summarily. 

(3) Lah 1924 667. Nazir Singh. Sentence of solitary confinement 

cannot be awarded under the Arms Act 

(i) 1 Weir 664. Gangamma. — under s 19 a Magistrate having found 
the accused guilty, was bound to pass some sentence — though it was open 
to him to pabS a nominal sentenco, & 24 shows that the order of confiscation is 
in addition to the sentence that may be passed 

(5) 1923 Lah 466 — AUf Dm. — ^Whero a head constable made a false report 
that a d-vooiby had been committed and that ho had arrested some dacoits and 
after a delay oMhrco days, as he sata. recovered the arms from the petitioner 
not In the presence of witnesses, who signed the list but who distinctly recorded 
that the arms were 'produced before them by the constable Held that the 
petitioner was not guilty. 

l6) Rat. Un.Cr. 1227 Safcharam.— As Khandesh is neither a district 
on the external land frontier of British India, nor a sea port district of British Burma, 
clause IV of the notification of tbo OoTCrnmcnt of India, No 518 dated the 6th 
March 1879, has no application to it. and as the Govt of India has not by an; other 
notification, extended section 19 , to saltpetre in the Khandesh distriet, a person 
cannot be convicted under s 19 forkeeping saltpetre without a licence 

(7) 42 Cal. 1153 Harsha Nath ChatterJI.—Tbo kcepipg of arms under 
S 19 (a) must be keeping for sale, not Lcepmg only 

(8) 1 WIer 656 Ramaswaml Plllai —Where tbo accused who bad licence 
under the Explosives Act to manufacture and soU gunpowder and fire works on 
certain premises, manufactured fire-work* at a different place, held that the 
accused eouiii not be convicted vnder the Arms Act 

(9) 24 All, 434 — Harpal Ral — The mere temporary possession, without 
a licence of arms, for purposes, other than use as such, is not an offence within 
the meaning of 8 19 

(10) 8 Mad 202 Cr — Kasim Sahib — A person m possession of a quantity of 
gunpowder without licence is liable to conviction under S 19, although be 
may intend to employ the powder in the manufacture of fire-works or other 
harmless purposes, in as much as gunpowder Is a material capable of being used for 
purposes of warfare 

(^I) 13 P L R 1914 — Qahna— Everything IS chhavi which has a large axe- 
u ^ji curved or otherwise, with an arrangement of rings for binding it to the 
handle, and a handle, of considerable length Being in possession of ehhavl and 
keeping it hidden is simply punishable under b 19 (o) S 20 Is applicable only to 
those cases where the import or export of an arm is attempted The question of 
exclusive possession of an arm cannot be raised for the first time in appeal 

(12) 15 All 276 Tota Ram — Blacksmiths in temporary possession of 
firearms for purposes of repair are not required to take out licence 

(13) 21 C W N 039 Sudhanga Bawall — If the place in which the 
article (gun) is found is one to whieh several persons have equal right of 
access it cannot be said to be in possession of any one of them and the 
conviction of the accused could not be sustained 

fr. 1 Wier 663 — Venkatarayadu. — ^When a license to go armed la granted 

or protection only, the licensee cannot use it for sport or display 
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(15) 36 Mad. 696. — Muhammad Ismail Rowther. — An offence under 
s. 19 (c) is committed when a person enters British India with weapon he 

is not lawfully entitled to possess in. this country. It is not necessary that there 
should be any particular intention in the mind of the offender to complete the offence. 

(16) All; W. N. 1891, 208 — William — Where a person is found carrying 
arms apparently in contravention of the provisions of the Arms Act, it must be 
presumed in the absence of proof to the conntrary, that he is carrying 
such arms with the intention of using them should an opportunity of using them 
arise, and unless ho is licensed to carry the weapon and is not exceeding the 
terms of his licence he may be properly convicted under section 19 (e). — 

(17) 15 All. 27 — Bhure — A man who is found going about with a pistol, gun, 
sword or other weapon within the definition of arms in s. 4 must, in the absence 
of proof to the contrary, be presumed to be carrying it with the intention 
of using it, should an opportunity for using arise, and unless he is licensed to 
carry the weapon and is not exceeding the terms of his license he may properly 
be convicted under s. 19. 

(18) Rat. Un. Cr. C. 507 — Ganpat. — The carrying of a Spear is not 
an offence under S. 19 (c) because spears are exempted from s. 13. 

(19) L. B. 1893-1900,284 —Nga Shwe To — (U. B. R. 1897 1901, Vol. 1, 
4. — Nag Tha Byaung.) A person who appears in a public place or issues from 
his own property or abode, having about his person a weapon of the sort described 
in s. 4 and not covered by a licence, goes armed within the meaning of s. 13 
of the Act. The phrase going armed is not to be restricted to the meaning, 
carrying or bearing arms in the manner usual for the particular weapon 
in vjew. 

C(20) 37 Bom. 187.— Koya Hansji.— The accused was sent to an adjacent 
village by the master who was licensed to bear arms, to fetch a gun, which he 
(the master) had left there. While so returning with the gun^ the accused was 
arrested for going armed in contravention of the provisions of s. 13. He was 
convicted and sentenced under s. 19 (e). Held, acquitting the accused, that 
the mere temporary possession without a licence, of arms for purposes other 
than their use was not an offence within the meaning-of s. 19.) 

(\2l) 41 Cal 11 — Charu Chandra Ghosh — The petitioner was carrying 
a gun on behalf of his master with the licence to the Magistrate for the 
purpose of a renewal of licence. It was admitted that the object of the petitioner 
was merely to carry the gun to the Magistrate. The petitioner was convicted 
under s. 19 (f) for possessing a gun In contravention of the provisions of the Act. 
Held, that the conviction of the petitioner cannot be upheld^ 

(22) 47 Mad. 438. Vairavan Servai — There is nothing in the wording 
of s. 19 (e) to justify the view that any person who has got a licence or 
is exempted from taking out a licence is entitled to allow any servant of 
his to use the gun for the latter’s own purpose. If the servant carries the 
gun for the purpose of the master or in the presence of his master, that may 
not be an offence under the Act ; but to get further will be going against the 
terms of the Act, Where the master was misled by the District Magistrate into 
thinking that he was entitled to allovr his ,gun to he used by his servant and he 
and his servant honestly believed that they were doing nothing wrong in allowing 
the servant to take the gun and to use it for the purpose of shooting game in 
the forest, held, that the order of the confiscation of the gun was wrong though 
the servant might be rightly convicted of ;m offence under s. 19 (e), 

■ (23) 1925 Mad. 686 (1) A. I. R.— Sonai Mathu Ambalanu — The offence 
of going armed with firearms is considerably more narrow than the offence of 
being in possession merely of firearms. The expression 'going armed’ clearly 
indicates two things namely, first an intention to use it as a firearm and, secondly, 
the possibility of using it. 

(24) 69 •• C. 457 — Chote — Though an unlicensed pistol was found in a 
shop the master being absent, the servant in possession of the pistol alone 
could he convicted for the offence. The master’s conviction could not 
be upheld. 

(25) A. I. R. 1925, Sind 177 (2).— (77 I. C. 736) Mohammad Punja,— 

A oerson who carries about a gun without any ammunition can be said 
to go armed. To define ‘armed’ as meaning “orfe who is equipped with an arm 
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capable of immediate use as an arm" seems contrary to the Ternacular meaning 
of the word ‘armed* and is also not safe The offence Is punishable under s. 
19 (e) and the sanction of the District Magistrate Is not required, 

' (26) I Weir 632— Tenkuraman Basawan — A person who had no 
ammunition with him so as to bo in a position to use his gun Is not guilty 
unders 19(e) of the offence of going armed, nor can he bo conricted under s 
19 if) without sanction as required by s 29 

(27) 4 S. L R. 214 — Hatimat) — The accused was going armed without 
a licence within the meaning of 3 19 (e) and was not covered by hia master’s 
exemption. The words for hla own personal use are clear and unambiguous 
and cannot be interpreted to mean the uso of the gun by a servant or any one 
except the person exempted Where the meaning of the words of the statute 
is clear and unambiguous, a Court Is not at liberty to speculate as to the 
intention and to decline to give e^cct to the strict sorse because of some apparent 
or supposed hardship 

(2S) No proceedings under section 19 (/) ean be Instituted without the 
previous sanction of the District Magistrate or In a Presidency town of 
the Commissoner of Police required uuder section 29 of tho Act Also persons 
punisbablo under this section aro not to be arrested without the previous 
sanction of the District Magistrate (Bombay Rule 33 of L R and 0 ) ) 

(29) 3 L. B. R 237 - Kaka— Accused was prosecuted by the police unde” 

8 19 (e) for going armed with a revolver On taking the evidence tho Magistrate 
doubted whether a parson could be said to go ormed with an unloaded 
revolver wrapped up In a cloth. He therefore charged the accused m the 
alternative with gemg armed under clause {«) or, with possessing the revolver, 
under clause (/) of s 19 After tbo framing of the charge the Magistrate submitted 
tho record to the District Magistrate, owing to an objection being taken for 
his previous sanction unders 29 The District Magistrate wrote upon the Diary 
"I sanction tho institution of proceedings under s 19 (/) ogamst Caka * The trial 
proceeded, and the accused was convicted under clause (/) ffeld that, the 
police having submitted a report in which it w is stated that the accused was found 
carrying the revolver, and that being described as an offence under clause (s) of 
s 19, proceedings under clause (/) were Instituted only when tho Magistrate iramed 
the charge uuder that clause Although tho framing of the charge when the 
Magistrate did. frame It was without Jurisdiction, yet If the Magistrate 
had fallowed the proper course cf amending the charge and then obtained 
sanction as he did, there would be nothing to prevent him from again 
framing a charge under clause (/), and proceeding with the trial The 
Magistrate cannot be said to be without jurisdiction to try the case merely because 
he framed the charge before leceiviug sanction, and did not frame a fresh charge 
after receiving it At the time when ho took tho evideuce for tho prosecution, 
no sanction was required because proceedings in respect of an offence under 
clause (/) had not then been instituted and under s 256 Or P 0 , the accused 
had the right to rcoall all the witnesses for the prosecution after the charge was 
framed He was therefore in no way prej idiced by the Magistrate's proct-dure 
The MagiUrate, therefore, bad iurlsdiction, notwithstandi g the word previous’ 
i^ s 29, because, m the circumstances set forth t' ’ ‘ 

'' ’ • f' » have been 

. tbe term< 
ipect of th< 

eived and the absence of a charge framed 
35, Or P 0 

(30) 9 Mad U. T. 475. — Gopal Krishna Iyer —Where an offence under 
B 19 (/) has been committed, no proceedings shall be instituted without tho 
previous sanction of the District Magistrate (s. 29 ) If no such sanction has 
been obtained all proceedings for an offence under s 19 (/) must be null and void, 
and the absence of such sanction could not be treated as a mere irregularity in trial 

(31) U. B, R, 1882-t896, Vol. t» 2 — Pa Twe Wa —The District Magistrate 
m such a casa may however, order a fresh sanction if he wishes to do so 

(32) I. B. R. 1872-1692 536,— NgaPo Ka--The mere possession of arms, 
other than those mentioned )n s 14, Is not a punishable offence 
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(46i U. B. R., 1097-1893. VqI I— Nga Myat Aung —It must constantly 
happen that sportsmen on thcir way to and from the field, hand over their guns to their 
servant to avoid unnecessary fatigue to tbemsclvs and by doing so it does net 
appear that the servants should be considered as going armed when they 
have no control over the use of tho gun so far as intended and aro simply bearer 
of the gun as a load If tho gun were taken to pieces before being handed to the 
servant it would be difficult to hold that ho could be armed with it and tho moral 
restrictions of tho servant's duty to make no use of the gun seems in effect to make 
the same difficulty when the gun is left complete 

(47) 22. All 119 — Gangadln.— By a notification under s 27 Issued by the 
Govt of India, certain persons, amongst thorn certain Rajas and members of the 
Legislative Council of tho Lieutenant Governor of tho N W Provinces were 
exempted from the operation of ss 13 and 16, but with this proviso that “except 
where otherwise expressly stated, tho arms and ammunition carried or possessed by 
such person shall be for their personal use. etc" Held that the terms of this 
proviso would allow of a person exempted under the notifleatlon, above 
alluded to, sending a servant armed with a gun Into a neighbouring district 
to shoot birds for him, and that a gun so carried and used by tbo servant of the 
exempted person was In tho “personal use*' of the exempted person within the 
meaning of the notification Tho above ruling was dissented from m the follow, 
ing case 

(48) 25 C P. L. R.. H2.— Sonia <••• ,r • > 

servant of Bao Bahadur Bapu Rao Dad 

carrying a loaded gun belonging to I 

Bahadur and the accused was procecc t, , 

frightening off pigs from the crop Soma was charged under s 19 (e) with going 
armed in contravention of the provtsons of s 13, but was acgultted on the strength 
of the ruling of the Allahabad High Court In Empress tersus Gangadin (quoted 
above— 32, All 118,) Held that the exemption should be construed llterally- 
but the eonstruetlon adopted by the Magistrate ignores the undoubted faet 
that the privilege eonlerred by the exemption Is of a personal nature and 
does not extend to the servante and retainers of the person exempted. 

(49) 40 All, 420— Ghutam Hussain— A pardanashln lady and her minor son, 
a young man of 17 years of age. lived together in tbo family house m which there 
was a small collection of arms of various kinds which had belonged to the father 
who as an honorary magistrate, was exempt from tbo operation of the Arms Act 
Held, that a finding that the son was in possession of these arms, and, 
not having a licence for them, was liable to conviction for an offence 
under s. 19 (/}, was not open to objection. 

(50) 52 P. R 1905, Cr — Sher Zaman — The accused was charged with 

being In possession of a dagger found In cloth or quilt Inside a basket In 
one of the rooms of his house The room and house were Jointly occupied 
by the accused and his son, and the prosecution failed to prove that the dagger 
was in the exclusive possession and control of the accused, or that he was its 
owner Held that the accused was under ^he olroumstanees net guilty 
M an offence under the Arms Act. ^ 

(51) 65 I C , 447 — Narlnjan Singh— Where it is found that the two 
accused were lying in a bed In the house of another and In the bedding 
a ehhavi was found wrapped in a cloth, held that it was impossible to 
say which of the two was actually in possession, even if it was proved that the 
owner of the house was not the owner 

( 52 ) 1923 Uah. 513 — Alla — A chhavl was found in a house In the Joint 
possession of both the accused, it could not be said with any degree of 
certainty that one of them was In exclusive possession thereof and the accused 
must therefore be given the benefit of doubt 

(53) 3 Uah 30B— Harl Singh —A Sikh possessing or wearing one sword 
commits no offence under s 19 by virtue of the exemption under Seb II 

(54) A I R 192^, Lah. 61 — Mt. Babe. Keeping ammunition and arms 
in a hag hidden under a chaddar or hidden under the clothes falls clearly 
under s 20 and not merely under s 19 

(55) A. I R 1924, All 175. (47 All. 267) Muhammed Hassan. The 
accused s father held a licence for gun The licence did not mention that he was 
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entitled to hand over,his gun to a retainer. The accused took out the gun of 
his father for the purpose of shooting birds and was found out by an officer 
of the police and tahsildar. Held, that though the spirit of the law was not 
contravened, yet, the letter was certainly contravened. The sentence was 
reduced to a fine of Rs. 25. 


C(56) A.I. R. 1925, All. 3 '6. — Babu Ram. — When communal riots were taking 
place in different quarters of the town, the accused, brother of a licence-holder, 
took out his brother’s gun and fired shots in the air so that people mischievously 
inclined might know that it was not safe for them to do any mischief to the people 
living in the house. — Held, that the possession of the gun was on behalf of 
the brother and the accused was not guilty under s. (1924, All. 175 

above disd.^ 

(57) 75 P. L. R. 1910. — Sundar Singh. — When it is not shown that the 

accused had exclusive possession of the room in which arms are found, or 

that arms were placed there by him or belonged to him, or he knew that they were 
there, the accused cannot be convicted of the offence under section 19. 


(58) 15 All. 129 — Sangam Lai. — Where proceedings under the Act, in respect 

of the unlawful possession of arms are taken against a member of a joint 
Hindu family not being the head of such joint family, and .arms are found 
in a common room of the joint family house, it is incumbent ifpon the 
prosecution to give good evidence that such arms are in the exclusive 
possession and control of the particular member of the joint family who 
is sought to be charged with their possession. The Act is highly penal and 
must be strictly construed. 


(59) 15 C. W. N. 440. — Akhil Nath Datt — Where the petitioner has been in 
possession of a gun for some time and made it over a year and half ago to 
another person in whose possession the gun was without licence, held* 
that the petitioner could not be convicted under s, 19 (/), The only person who 
can be punished under cl. (/) is the person who has in his possession or under his 
control any arras in contravention of ss. 14 and 15. 


(60) 35 Cal. 219 — Prabhat Chandra Chaudhuri. — A person, named Prabhat 
Chandra Ohaudhuri, seized a gun which was in the hands of a servant of., an 
exempted person and fired at a mad dog which had entered the compound of 
his house. It missed the animal but a shot from the gun wounded a man 
named IVlanda Rajbansi. For this Prabhat Chandra Chaudhuri was convicted 
under s. 304-A, I. P. C. and sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 300 and to detention in 
court for one day. The sessions Judge on appeal reduced the fine to Rs. 100. 
The accused was again prosecuted under s. 19 (/). Held, that the accused 
was not liable under the section referred to. The provisions of this section 
do not make the mere possession of a gun punishable; they make possession 
contrary to the provisions of s. 14 of the Act punishable. The temporary posses- 
sion which the accused had of the gun when he snatched it up and fired it was not 
the possession c onte mplated by s. 14 of.the.,A rms.Aot. 

061) 24 All. 424. — Harpal Rai — One C. N., a person entitled to possess and 
use firearms, gave a pistol to an acquaintance who was not entitled to possess and 
use firearms, asking him to take it and.get it repaired in a neighbouring town. This 
acquaintance gave the pistol to his father, Harpal Rai, who was taking it into the 
town to get it repaired, when he was arrested and charged with an offence under 
s. 19. Held, that Harpal Rai was under the circumstances, guilty of no offence 
under the Arms Act. The mere temporary possession, without a licence of arms 
for purposes other than their use as such, is not an offence within the meaning 
of section 19. S 

(62) 24*Bom. 487. — Kalyan Chand Gopal Chand. — The accused, who was 
a cousin of the licensee, borrowed the gun and carried it in a marriage procession 
where he fired some shots and wounded some people accidentally. The licensee 
was forbidden under the terms of his licence from taking the gun to a public 
assemblage. .Held, that the accused was guilty of an offence under s. 19. Where 
a marriage procession emerged from private premises and goes down the public 
street, then it is open to the public to join the procession and the marriage procession 
becomes a public assemblage. 
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(63) 27 Cal. 692 — Ahmad Huaala. — The accused was suspected cf being 
In possession ol arms alte«* the cancellation ot his licencet The Assistant 
Magistrate of Purncah, with a nurabof of police, went to the house of the accused 
to search for arms. The poflee natf no search warrants, nor was there 
anything to show upon what charge the accused was arrested. Two gun* 

"*■' . I r • were discovered in the house 

• ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ . 'a**!! :■* by s 29 of the Act was given 

’ ■ > . • * ised who was convicted and 

■ '■ * ll-*s that the conviction under 

s. 20 was not suitable but that the accused must be taken to have had 
arms and ammunition within the meaning of s. 19 (/)■ and the conviction 
under that section must be confirmed. 

(64) 35 Cat 473— Tegha Singh — A collection of fire arms, had been kept 
as an object of worship in a temple in Patna for upwards of two centurie*. 
The Mahant of the temple had neglected to take out a licence in respect 
of these arms. A police inspector, who was appointed to see that the 
provisions of the latter Act were obeyed, searched the temple on information 
received and, having found the arms, prosecuted the person who 
had charge of the temple. The latter was convicted under s. 19 \f) 
and sento^ed pay a fine of Rs 50 or to be rigorously imprisoned for two 

’’ I , I . afnis to bo confiscated, and 

■ ‘ * • i-f •■mer, and the police inspector 

. * n» ■ ■ I ' r' t* r ; •• • • M • -rt i • ■ and the conviction of the 

■ i<> ■ • * * ars to refer to cases m which 

, " ■ • ' . • • I licence or not, are possessed 

for an illegal purpose, or under circumstances such as to endanger the public peace. 
S. 3d of the Arms Act appears to contemplate the presence of some specially 
empowered oSicer. besides the officer conducting the search. So much of the, Deputy 
Magistrate s order as refers to the division of the value of fire-arms and the fine 
imposed, between the informer and the loapeotor was also set aside. 

4J. B. fl. 1907— (4th qf.l 1— Nga Kaing— A aub-lnspector of eollen 

12. Pages 02-00, soo. 19. Xtl<f as Notes— 

(68) . 15 All 129 Sangam Lai.— The Arms Act is highly penal and must be 
strictly construed. 

(69) A. I. R. 1928, Nag 219.— Seth BalkUhan. A penal enactment like ibo Arms 
Act must be construed in favour of the individual person where uny doubt czists. 

(70) A I. R. 1927, Cal. 265. 31 C W. N 239.-Nirmal Chandra De Where 
two or more persons conspire to possess firearm^ without a license they are guilty 
of an offence under S 120 B , I P. C , read with S 19 (f) of the Arms Act. 

(71) A. I. R. 1928, Rang, 49.— Nga Lu Cafe. Where an accused having pleaded 
guilty was convicted under sec. 19 (e) by the first class Magistrate and the Sessions 
Court acquitted him, it was hold that, as under S. 412 Cr. P C , no appeal lay 
from the conviction and the order of acquittal made by the Court of Sessions was 
made without jurisdiction and muet be set aside 

(72) A. I. R. 1927, Rang 32— Nga Shwe Ton. An accused charged under s 452. 

’ • - *’ — Hurt cannot bo convicted under 

. . under the latter and with no 

Conviction Bet aside. 

owATckitb as UUUIltiU in 

, _ the Indian Penal Code, or to any person 

employed upon a railway or to the servant of any public carrier, 

For concealing arms whoever. On any search being made under . 

etc. ’ section 25, conceals or attempts to conceal 

any arms, ammunition or military stores, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 
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NOTES, 

(1) Under _Sch. 11, Cr, P. G. 1898, offences under this section are not 
bailable and triable only by a court of session. They can, of course, be tried 
by officers specially empowered under S. 30 of the Code. IBur A. M,, 1926 ] 

(2) For definition of "Public servant” see 8/21, I. P. C. 

(3) 8 P. R. 1915 Cr. — Khem Singh. — Accused was carrying in the hand a 
dang (stick) which had all the knots planed of, which latter fact aroused the suspicions 
of a police constable who wished to examine it. Accused thereon ran off but was 
consequently arrested and on being searched was found to have chhavi heads 
concealed in the cloth which he was wearing, ^eld, that each case of conceal- 
ment of arms must be decided on its own facts, i.e. whether it falls under section 19 
or section 20 of the Arms Act, and that circumstances connected with the present 
case showed that the concealment was made so that the possession of the 
weapon should not be known to the , police and the offence therefore fell under 
section 20. 

(4) 9 P. R. 1912 Cr. — Ibrahim — S. 20 of the Act though widely worded is in 
practice only applied to cases where the import of arms is attempted and not to 
ordinary cases of concealment of arms. 

(5) 2 L. 8. R. 244 — Shunshanisa — An offence under s 20 is only triable 
by a Court of Sessions and not by a first class Magistrate! and that the 
sentence under s. 19 ( f ) was illegal as the prosecution was not sanctionod by the 
District Magistrate under s, 29. 

(6i 1 S. L. R.18 — Azu walad Bangar. — Where a certain firearm has been 

found from the possession of the accused who had concealed it under a 
heap of straw, in order that visitors in the house should not see them, held, that 
the concealment was not with the intention specified in s. 20 and the accused could, 
therefore, be convicted only under s. 19 (f). 

(7) P. R. 1917. 44 Cr. 15S. — Jai Singh. — The eight appellants were on 
a joint trial convicted of dacoity under ss. 396, 397, I, P. C. and one of them 
was not only charged with being concerned in the, dacoity, but also with, 
being in possession of arms and ammunition under s. 20 of the Arms Act, at 
a time subsequent to the dacoity. The learned judge acquitted him of the latter 
charges as he held he could not be legally convicted of that offence and that of 
dacoity at the same trial. Heid that the trial was illegal and the defect in it 
could not be cured fay the Court acquitting the appellant concerned of the charge 
under the Arms Act. 

(8) 8 S. L. R. 452. — Nga Po Chin. — Where proceedings are instituted 
against any person for secret possession of arms in contravention of ss. 14 and 
15 of the Act the accused should be discharged under s. 20 if the intention 
to conceal the possession is not made out. Offences created by and punishable 
under s. 20 are distinct from those under s. 19. 

(9) 34. I. C., 321 — Nga Po Chin — Where a person is discharged under s. 20 
for want of evidence of intention to conceal his secret possession of arms in contra- 
vention of s, 14 or 15 of the Act, proceedings may be instituted against him under 
s. 19 ( / ) after sanction thereto is given under s. 29 of Act. 

(10) 19A. L. J, 717 — Shiam Sundar— Where an approver makes a state- 
ment disclosing his illegal possession of fire-arms and is released on 
pardon it is illegal to try him under s. 20. 

(11) 15 Cr. L. J. 637.— Udham Singh — A person carrying revolver in his 
pocket without a licence is guilty under s. 19 (/) and not under s. 20. When 
a revolver was found in the possession of one of the two men sitting together 
and it was proved that at one time the revolver was possessed by one or the other 
of the two, both are guilty of possessing arms without a licence. 

(12) 72 P. L. R. 1916. — Ishar Singh. — A discovery of arms in consequence 
of the information supplied by the accused that he had buried a revolver in his 
field, fulfils the requirements of ss. 19 (/) and 20. 

(13) 27 Cal. 692. — Ahmed Hosain — Sections 19 and 20 were so inter- 
woven that it was difficult to see how an offence could be committed under the 
first paragraph of s. 20 unless an offence under one of the enumerated sub-sections in 
s 19 had also been committed. It was not suggested that the charge here was an 
offence under the second paragraph of s. 20. 
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(14) 28 All 302 — Ram Sarup~-Th« mere denial on the part ef a person, 
whose house Is being searched by the police for unlicensed arms, that he has 
any such arms in his possession does not constitute a concealment or attempt 
to conceal arms cn search being made by the police, within tho meaning of the 
second paragraph of s 20 

(15) 83 1 C 726 — Surjan Singh — Where the weapon was found to fit a dang 
the appellant was carrying was originally concealed but the appellant 
voluntarily took it from its place of concealment in order to threaten a railway 
servant who caught him for travelling without a ticket held that it indicates an 
indifference as to whether the weapon was seen or not The intention 
requisite for an offence under s 20 was not established and conviction must he 
altered to s 19 

(16) 2 Lah 133-*Manga| Singh— Appellant was found carrying a bamboo 
dang 5 ft Tin long which had an Iron attachment at the thick end and hidden 
in the fold of his loin cloth was a blade 6 inches long which fitted the end 
of the dang Held, that taking into consideration the nature of the instrument 
the fact that the blade could bo readily slipped on and ofi the stick and the fact 
that it was found dctiohed from the stick and hidden In the appellant's loin 
cloth showed that It was possessed fay him not for ordinary domestic 
purposes but for purposes of offence and defence and that it was included in the 
term * arms’ used In the Act 

(17) 23 Cr L J *— Sher All — Each ease of concealment of arms must 
'be decided on its ewn facts and it must ho shown that the concealment was made 
so that the possession might not bo known to tbo police 

(18) 20 C W N 732— Nlshlkant Lahiri— If on the trial of the case under 
the Arms Act the evidence recorded indicates an offence under s 20, the 
Magistrate ought to commit the case to the Session Court 

(19) 3 k L J lAS—Faktra —Merely because the weapon concealed is a 
ohhavi, maximum sentence ought not to be inflicted 

(20) 20 A L J 355— Chhotey —Discovery of a pistol in the fleer of 
shop of the accused while he had been away from the shop and while his 
servant was in possession of the shop and its contents dees not render the 
accused guilty of an offenco under the Arms Act 

(21) 17 Cr L R 60 —B 80 — Balambeil Buttasherl Ahmed —Sentence 
of three years' rigorous imprisonment without special grounds is very 
heavy and ought to be reduced 

(22) 42 Cal 1163 —Harsha Nath Chatlerjee — The only additional element 
necessary to constitute an oftenoe under s 20 is that the possession should 
be m such a manner as to indicate an intention that such act may not be known 
to any public servant 

(23) 9 Mad k T 476 —Gopal Krishna Iyer. — The first part of s 20 does 
not apply to cases of concealments or attempt* at concealments by a man 
who has arms on his person or in a bag which he is carrying or which is 
otherwise in his immediate personal possession, on his being arrested 

It IS meant to deal with cases before arrest where a man finding himself arrested 
being In possession of a revolver attempts to throw it away, the act of such person 
would only come under S 19 (/) 

(24) A I, R 1927, kah 66l — Ghulam Mohammad — If a person carries 
on his person a small weapon sneb as a pistol a dagger or a blade of chhavl, 
he naturally puts it in bis pocket or dab. and if with that weapon in his pocket or dab 
he IS in his house or m hi3 village or in tozar or in a court compound it cannot he 
inferred that he was so carrying (he weapon with the intention specified 
in S 20 

(25) 1923 kah, 434 — All Ahmad— Where the arms were discovered on 
the information given by the accused, the concealment of the ohhavis and 
other arms recovered from the possession of the accused is clearly within the 
intention of this section 

(26) A I R 1924 Rang 85 — NgaTha Hla— The accused was m secret 
possession of leeaUmade guns and cartridges Sanction was obtained for 
prosecution under s 20 but he was convicted both under s 20 and s 19 (/) Hold, 
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that the conviction under a. 20 was legal but tliat under s. 19 (f) was bad for want 
of sanction. 

(27) A. I. R. 1826. Lahore 61. — !VIt. Babo. — Keeping ammunition and 
parts of arms iiiddon under clothes, falls under s. 20 and not under s. 19. 

(28) 6 Lah. 1G1 Channan Singh. — S. 20 applies only where the 

pessesslon is such as to indicate an Intention that such act may not 
bo known to any public servant as defined in the Penal Code or to any person 
employed upon a railway or to the servant of an any public carrier. The section 
applies only to cases where the Import or export of arms Is attempted 
and not to any case of possession or concealment of arms. Something more than 
a mere ordinary concealment should bo established in order to bring the possession 
within the meaning of S. 20. Whore the gun was Upon a charpoyupon which the 
accused was sitting and was covered with a dotahi and the accused had been 
convicted under s. 20 the conviction was altered into one under s. 19 (/) 27. 
[Cal, G92 folld . — Vide note 13 above.] > 

(29) A. I. R. 1926. Lah. Chet Singh. — Each case of concealment of 
arms must be decided on its own facts whether it falls under s. 19 or s. 20, 
For a conviction under n. 20 there must be some special indication of an intention 
that the possession of the arms was being concealed from a public servant or from 
a railway official. 


21. Whoever, in violation of a condition subject to which a 
licence has been granted, does or omit.s to do 
For breach of licence, any act shall, when the doing or omitting to 

do' siicli act is not punishable under section 
19 or section 20, be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to 
five hundred rupees, or with both. 

Note— Under Sob. II, Cr. P. 0, 1898, offences under section 21, 22 and 23 
are bailable arid triable by any Magistrate [Bur. A. M. p. 19], 


22. Whoever knowingly purchases any arras, ammunition or 


For knowingly pur- 
chasing arms, etc., from 
unlicensed persons. 


For delivering arms, 
etc., to persons not au- 
thorised to possess them. 


military stores from any person not licensed 
or authorised under the proviso to section 
5, to sell the same ; or 

delivers any arms, ammunition or military 
stores into the possession of any person 
without previously ascertaining that such 
person is legally authorised to possess the 
same ; 


shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six month.s:. or with finp. which, ma-p- oT-tond -fiTro^undred 

13, Pape 75 section 22, Add as Notes— 

(30) Vide A. I, R. 1928, All. 53, added as Note (75) j 

(31) Vide Abdul Wahid —A. I R. 1928, Lah. 110, note/ 

(32) Vide Karim Baltsh, — A. I. R. 1928, Lah. 193, Note (7‘^ 


(1) Dealers in arms will be responsible If they merely rely on such inqui- 
ries to satisfy themselves of the legal authority of any intending purchasers. 
They are similarly not properly discharging their obligation if they send by post 
arms to any person who professes himself entitled to possess them. The.v must 
make due inquiries in all cases of sales, and must in all cases where they 
'have not already sufficient proof that the purchaser is legally entitled to purchase, 
obtain sufficient proof by further inquiry. (India iVb. SPSd, dated the 11th August 
1809,). Under section 22 of the Arms Act, licensed dealers in arms and 
ammunition are bound to ascertain that the persons to whom they sell arms, 
ammunition or military stores are legally authorised to possess the same. 
Any tendency on the part of dealers to evade this obligation should be checked by the 
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police by their constant strict suporvjsioix over the trade m arms and ammunition 
The police should also exercise constant vigilant supervision over the registers 
maintained by licensed dealers in order to ensure that arms and ammunition aro 
not sold to persons other than thoso legally authorised to possess the same If on 
Inspection, they find that arms and ammamtion aro supplied to persons whoso 
exemption seems to bo doubtful they should tahe stops to ascertain whether such 
persons aro really exempt from the provisions of the Arms Aot and if not to 
report the matter to tho District Magistrate In doubtful cases of sales to persons 
said to possess licence under the Arms Aot Rules a reference to the registers 
maintained in police stations will show whether the purchasers are bona fide 
licensees or not —(Madras L R andO) 

(2) 23 Bom 423— Tyafa All — Tho manager of a licensed vendor of arms, 
ammunition and military stores sold certain military stores without prevl*> 
eusly ascertaining whether the buyer was legally authorized to possess 
the same Held, that the lleensee was liable to punishment under s 22 of the 
Arms Act though tho goods were not sold with his knowledge and consent 
Tho principle— whatever a servant does m the course of his employment with 
which ho IS entrusted and as a part of it is his masters act ’—is applicable to the 
present case 

(3) 6L B R 63— Adams — A and his servant N while out on a shooting 
excursion came across a deer recently killed by a tiger A fixed bis rifle over the 
killed deer so as to form a trap for tho tiger and went home leaving the trap in 
charge ofK A was charged under a 22 ofthe Arms Act with having delivered 
the rifle Into the possession of an unauthorised person Held that the 
delivery Into possession contemplated by 8 22 ofthe Arms Act is such a delivery 
as to givo the person into whose possession the arm is delivered control oversthe 
arm and authority to use It as an arm and that therefore A cannot bo convicted 
for an offence under a 22 

(4) A I R 1926, Cal 265 — Nirmal Chandra De — S 22 deals with 
Persons without licences dealing with licensed venders or purchasers or 
\vith licensees dealing with unlicensed vendors or purchasers 

(5) See also 4 N L R 78— Mukunda — 24 All 434— Harpal Ral — 34 
Cal 219 —Probhat Chandra Chaudhuri. and L B R 1872 189, 636— Nga 
Poka— Notes to s 19 


23 Any person violating any rule made under this Act and 

for the violation of which no penalty is 
of ^ breach provided by this Act, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may ert nd 
to one month, or with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees 
or with both 

24 When any person is convicted of an offence punishable 

under this Act, committed by him in respect 
Power to confiscate of any arms, ammunition or military stores, 
it shall be in the discretion of the convicting 
Court or Magistrate further to direct that the whole or any portion 
of such arms, ammunition or military stores, and any vessel, cart 
or baggage animal used to convey the same, and any box, package 
or bale in which the same may have been concealed, together with 
the other contents of such box, package or bale shall be confiscated. 


NOTES 


C(l) IB Cr L J , 21 


-Kottuva Rowthep —Fep delay in getting a Moenea | 

* “ and ordered confiscation of the gun Held ' 

and set aside the order of confiscation and 
Police Station till the production of a licence 


J 


10 
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(2) 1 Weir 664 — Gangamma. — Confiscation is in addition to some sentence 
which the Magistrate is bound to pass, 

(3) Confiscated arms, ammunition and military stores may be sold 
to licensed dealers or to other persons entitled to posse'ss them, and such 
rifled barrels as are to be destroyed must be sent to the nearest Ordnance ofiioer 
to be broken up, and may no longer be destroyed localJy. (India Nos. 1404 dated 
the l^th June 1907 and 1628 dated the 9th Oct. 1907.) 

Rules for disposal of confiscated arms ; — Madras. — All arms, ammunition 
or military stores which may be forfeited, or confiscated, under the Sea Customs 
' Act or under other legal enactments, should be forwarded in the Presidency 
town to the Commissioner of Police, and in the mufassal to the Magistrate of the 
district, for disposal in accordance with the rules published on page 22 of Part I 
of the Madras Police Gazette, dated 13th February 1909. Such of these arms as 
are intended for destruction locally will be forwarded to the Diatiict Police Head- 
quarter ofifice for destruction by the Police Armourer in the presence of the Reserve 
Inspector who should certify to the Magistrate that the arms have been properly 
broken up. (Madras L. R. and O.) 

Bombay. — Arms etc , deposited at a Police station under section 14 [or sec 16] 
of the Act should, in the Presidency town, be kept in such place as may be appointed 
by the Commissioner of Police, and elsewhere should, without delay, be sent with a 
report by the fficer in charge of the Police station to the nearest Mamlatdar’s or 
Mahalkari’s Kacheri. On the expiry of the period specified in these sections the 
arms, etc., should be sold under the orders of the District Magistrates to a licensed 
vendor or person licensed to possess arms or to go armed, and may, for that purpose 
be sent from one Mamlatdar's or Mahalkari’s Kacheri to another or to the head- 
quarters of the district. Such arms as cannot be so sold should, if valuable, be 
sent to the* nearest arsenal, and if not valuable, should be destroyed. Confiscated 
arms and other articles should be dealt with in the same manner as provided for 
arms, etc., deposited under section 14 [or section 16] of the Act, and not restored 
within the periods specified in thiese sections. (Bombay L. R. and 0.) 

Bengal. — I'he Court Sub-Inspector shall follow the procedure indicated below 
in the case of all confiscated and forfeited weapons ; but before doing so, be shall 
take the order of the Magistrate in charge of the working of the Arms Act, who 
shall, before a weapon is despatched to the Ordnance OSice or is destroyed or is 
sold by auction or is transferred for the use of the police, or of any other department 
of Government, satisfy himself that its number and description agree with, those 
given in the Malkhana Register. All arms, ammunition of military stores deposited 
under section 16 of the Arms Act and the rules made there-under shall be kept in 
the malkhana for one calendar year from the 1st January of the year following 
that in which they were deposited. Arms, ammunition and military stores as defined 
in section 4 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 tXI of 1878), which are confiscated or 
forfeited under any provision of that Act or of any other enactment for the time 
being in force, and which have been kept in the malkhana for the prescribed period 
may, if they can be utilised by the poliee or by any department under the Govern- 
ment, be retained and brought into use with the sanction of the Local Government, 
If any such arms, ammunition or military stores are not so retained, they, with 
the exception of revolvers and pistols and rifles of prohibited bores, should be sold 
by auction to licensed vendors or to persons who by exemption or licence are entitled 
to possess them, the police being informed of the names and addresses of the 
purchasers in order to enable them to verify the sale. The sales in the mufassil 
should be conducted in January every year by a gazetted officer who should be 
selected for the purpose by the District Magistrate. In Calcutta, the Commissioner 
of Police will arrange for the auction to be held by Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall and Co. 
The unsold arms, ammunition or military stores should be destroyed locally in 
the presence of the District Magistrate or of a gazetted officer whom the District 
Magistrate (or the Commissioner of Police in the case of Calcutta) may select for 
the purpose : but all rifles of prohibited bt.res, revolvers and pistols shall invariably 
be sent to the Ordnance Officer. Fort William, Calcutta, between 1st February 
and 15th March every year to be broken up or otherwise destroyed The Commis- 
sioner of Police, Calcutta, shall depute a responsible police officer to the arsenal 
to check and compare with the Invoice the number and description of such weapons 
made over to the Ordnance Officer for destruction. The weapons which have been 
deposited but not yet been forfeited may be sold by auction on the written 
application of the owner, the sale-proceeds being paid to the owner. 
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Note. When despatching consignmeDts to the arsenal, District OfGcers should 
send an intimation to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, together with a 
complete list giving the number ana description of the weapons sent for destruction. 
IBengal order Nos. 1515 91 PI , dated the 17th May 1923, and R. and O , para (97)1 

United Provlnce8.~The discretionary power of confiscating arms conferred 
by section 24 of the Arms Act should be very considerately used. A mere breach 
of licence is not ordinarily an adequate reason for confiscation ; and junior 
Magistrates should usually refer the question of the necessity for confiscation 
to the Magistrate of the district for decision (f7.P , ff O.No 4Si’VL—'989, dated 
the lith March, i887) — Arms, and other artiolo to which these rules under e. 16, 
apply which become forfeited to His Majesty, shall bo disposed of by the Magistrate 
as follows ; — 

(11 Arms, ammunition, and stores which can bo utilised by the police or 
by any department under Government may bo rotamod and brought Into use with 
the sanction of the local Government Arms, ammunition and stores not so retained 
may be sold to licensed dealers or other persons entitled to possess them — (2) Any 
rified firearms or nfie barrels not so disposed of shall be sent to the nearest Ordnance 
Ufficer to be broken up. Other arms shall bo broken up locally and the materials 
sold —(3) Any ammunition or stores not disposed of under the provisions of clause (1) 


dated the S9th June, 1907. 

to tit pfnTb Qort m.'^d » A 5‘h 

March 1929 (Vtde para 51 of thia list, piBO W)- 

ku jwtsuoa 60(11100 to posscss them A specific and distinct order must 
be passed with respect to the sate of each weapon, or of oach lot of ammunition 
or military stores proposed to be sold, and the sale price must he fixed by the 
District Magistrate unless the sale is to bo by suction In passing orders for the 
sale of arms, ammunition or military stores the District Magistrate should remem* 
her that arms, ammunition and stores which can be utilised by the police or by any 
department under Government may be lotaloed and brought into use with the 
sanction of the Locat\Qovernment, and should refer for orders any case in which 
it appears that it would be to the advantage of Government that the arms, 
ammunition or stores should be retained. 

(ttl The officer of the head-quarters staff who, under the orders by the 
District Magistrate, deals in the first Instance with questions relating to the 
Administration of the Indian Arms Act, 18 <8, and of the rules thereunder, shall 
he informed of the sale of arms, ammunition and military stores, and shall be 
furnished a full description of the articles sold and with information as to the 
address of the purchaser 

(tiO All arms, ammunition and military stores which have been ordered by 
a court to be destroyed, or for the destruction of which the District Magistrate, 
after considering the possibility of their disposal, has passed express orders shall be 
dealt with as follows 

. (a) All rifled fire arms and fire barrels, pistols and revolvers shall be sent to 
the nearest Ordnance Officer under proper precautions, to be broken up. The 
Nazarat Officer shall advice the Ordnance Officer concerned of the despatch of 
such arms and shall personally supervise their despatch. He shall also inform the 
District Magistrate as soon as he has actually despatched them and shall, in due 
course, submit the receipt of the Ordnance Officer to the District Magistrate, 
for his Information 

(fc) A” * .n _ ii r 111 » . f \ lule, ammunition 

and millt • . i the presence of the 

Nazarat ( • . . 

Central Provinces. — On the forfeiture or confiscation of any such arms, 
ammunition or military stores, or of any arms, ammunition or military stores under 
section 2i of the ‘Act, the Deputy Commissioner shall dispose of them as follows i— 
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' (1) Arms, ammunition and atoias which can be utilized by the police or any 

department under Government, may be retained and brought into use with the 
sanction of the Local Government. Arms, ammunition and stores not so retained 
may bo sold to licenced dealers or persons entitled to possess them. (2) Any rifled 
fire-arms or rifle barrels not so disposed of shall be sent to the nearest Ordnance 
Officer to bo broken up. Other arms shall bo broken up locally and 'the materials 
sold. (India No. 1407, d. 11th Juno 1907.) (3) Any ammunition or stores not 

disposed of under the provisions of clause (1) shall bo destroyed. 

On the confiscation of any animals or property, other than arms, ammunition 
or stores, under section 24 of the Act, the Deputy Commissioner shall cause them 
to bo sold by auction in the same way as property sold in execution of a decree 
of a civil court. (C. P., R. and 0., para 46). 

N.W.F.P.: — Arms, ammunition or military stores that’ have been forfeited to 
His Majesty under sections 14 and 16, or that have been confiscated under sec. 24 
shall bo disposed of follows : — 

A 

(1) Arms, ammunition and military stores which can be utilised by the police 
or by any department under Government may bo retained and brought into use 
with the sanction of the Local Government. Arms, ammunition and military stores 
not so retained may be sold to licenced dealers or other persons entitled to possess 
them. (2) Any rifled fire-arms or- rifle-barrels not so disposed of shall be sent to the 
nearest Ordnance Officer to bo broken up. Other arms shall be broken up locally 
and the materials sold. (3j Any ammunition or military stores not disposed of under 
the provisions of clause (1) shall be destroyed. [N. W. F. P., L. R. and 0., para. 9,] 

Vide also Notes under s. 28, page 79. 


VIII. — Miscellaneous. 

25. Whenever any Magistrate has reason to believe .that any 
o . j . person residing within the local limits of his 

by Magistrate. 3 urisaiction has in his possession any arms, 

ammunition or military stores for any 

unlawful purpose, 

or that such person cannot be left in the possession of any such 
arms, ammunition or military stores without danger to the 
public peace, 

such Magistrate, having first recorded the grounds of his belief, 
may cause a search to be made of the house or premises occupied 
by such person or in which such Magistrate has reason to believe 
such arms, ammunition or military stores are or is to be found, 
and may seize and detain the same, although covered by a licence, 
in safe custody for such time as he thinks necessary. 

The search in such case shall be conducted by, or in the pre- 
sence of, a Magistrate, or by, or in the presence of, some officer 
specially empowered in this behalf by name or in virtue of his office 
by the local Government. 


NOTES. 

(!) 15 All. 129.— Sangam.Lal— When a Magistrate issues-a search warrant 
under s. 25 it is necessary that he should record the grounds of his belief that 
the person against whom the warrant is issued has in his possession arms, ammuni- 
tion or military stores for an unlawful purpose. The Act is highly penal and most 
be strictly construed. 

(2) 42 NIad. 26. — Gaddam Panchalu Reddi — A magistrate directing the 
issue of a warrant to search premises on Information received that the owner or 
occupant thereof is in possession of firearms without a licence, acts as a Court 
and not merely as a public servant, whether he purports to act under the Or, P. 
Code or under s. 25 of the Arms Act. 



[Seo. 25] The Indian Abus Aox. 77 


(3) Tho grounds of belief should be recorded bofore a search warrant is issued 
Mere speculative searches arc not authorised by law (XT F Rule 92) 


(4) 3 C L J 76. (12 C W N 973)— Brojendra KIshor Ral Chaudhuri — 
Tho defendant who did not. before causing tho search of the plaintiff s bouse to be 
made first record the grounds of his belief, could not justify the search under 
the provisions of the said Act As there was no proceeding pending before him 
the defendant was not a court within the moaning of s 94 Or P 0 and, therefore 
the defendant could not direct a search to bo made in his presence under the 
provisions of a 165 of tho Code Tho search having been for tho purpose of dis 
< A- , « , , A. j search for 

t I where a defendant s 

I release hira from the 

f fof tho search party 

of seeing that tho search was conducted in a proper and reasonable manner In 
sucb a case the damages sEouTcI bo substantial and not merely normal 


(5) 36 Cal 433, (13 C W N 4S6) —Brojendra Kishor Rai Chaudhuri — 

When a statute creates a special right but certain formalities bare to bo complied 
with antecedent to tho exercise of that right, a strict observance of the formalitiea 
is essential to the acquisition of that right In a general search of arms under 
s 25 the Magistrate holding such search must first record the grounds of his belief 
as directed therein, in order to avail himself of the protection of that section from 
the consequences of his action A Magistrate can only conduct a search under 
s 105 CrP 0 when he IS competent to issue a search warrant under s 96 of that 
Code which applies to the Issue of a search warrant by tho Court FerllacleanC 
J — When there ate special provisions m an Act of the Legislature dealing with 
the case of a search for arms and laying down what arc the conditions precedent 
to the making of such a search and there arc general provisions in another Act 
of tho Legislature dealing with searches generally and in point of fact the search 
was one made for arms it ought m the absenco of evidence, to show that the 
search was made under the general aa opposed to the specific legislation to bo 
taken that the search was made not under tho general provisions authorising 
searches but under the special provisions authorizing a search for aims, 
and especially so when tho search was mado by one who, in the circumstances 
had no power of search under the general provisions as to searches The 
scheme as regards searches under tho Codo of Criminal Procedure is as follows — 
(1) the Court can issue a search warrant under s 96 or (2) m lieu of that, the 
Magistrate may himself search under s 195 and 13) s 169 deals with 

searches by a police officer and not by a Magistrate The duties of a 
magistrate m this country are at once executive and judicial If a search is 
conducted by a Magistrate la hiv executive capacity, he cannot rely on 
Act XVIII of 1850 as a protection from the consequences of holding a search 
Per Harrington J — Where the statute authorises the doing of an act which 
Is prime facie a wrong to an individual, tho doer must comply strictly with the 
conditions Imposed by the statute if he desires to rely on the statute as a justi 
ficatioa for his act A Magistrate cannot bo said to be acting judicially in 
directing a search to be made without any proceeding having been instituted before 
bun which he would he called on to determine judicially The respondent though 
successful was not allowed his costs for pressing charges of malice against the 
appellant which were held to bo unfounded 

(6) 26Cat 963 — On appeal to the Privj Council Their Lordships thought that 
there was no foundation for the suit Clarke s action under the circumstances was 
qui^ justified The charge of personal misconduct advanced and reiterated 
without any shadow ol proof deserves the severest reprobation Their Lordships 
^erefore advised His Majesty that the appeal ought to be allowed the order of the 
Court of Appeal discharged and the suit dismissed with costs 

Af f ^ 193-.Sharat Khan —Whore the accused were convicted 

th under ss 225 332 I P C and it was urged on their behalf on revision 

search under the Arms Act which gave rise to the alleged obstruction and 
force on their part, was illegal inasmuch as it was made at night 
ana was not restricted to tho procedure laid down in s 25, held, maintaining the 
Ja? ® *>7 night la not illegal and in cases under the Arms 

Act does not override 3 165 of the Or P Code 


® ”a ’692.1896, Vof 1. 1 — Nag Pe Tein —Search for arms 
Id be Illegal if vt was not ordered by a Magistrate in pursuance of s 25 
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or” ■ Lai.- Want of compliance \vith the pro- 

visions of s. 25 will not rendor conviction under ss. 19 and 20 illegal. 

(10) The officers mentioned below arc empowered under this section to con- 
duct searches 


Bombay — District and Assistant Superintendents of Police (Bombay E. and 0.) 

Bengal.— Any Pohce officer not below the grade of sub-inspector, or the 
Deputy Conservators of Forests Jalpaiguri and Buxa Duars in the Jalpaiguri district 
(Bengal R. and 0, para 82 (2). ) 


United Provinces— Justices of the Peace and Superintendents, Assistant 
Superintendents, Deputy Superintendents and Inspectors of Police fG O No 
3264-VI-G60.D-2, dated the 9th November ‘907).^^^^ ^ 

PUNJAB— All Police officer not below th o. ^i a ^ of iifficer in charae of a station. 
(Notn. 949, diTOnl Lhu 10th July 190^ tiaP ^ 

CENTRAL PROVINCES — All Police officers not below the rank of Sub- 
Inspector. (Notn. No. 8126 G. dated the 6th November 1893.) 

N. W. F. PROVINCE.— All Police officers not below the rank of officer in 
charge of a station. (Notn. No. 7103 G. dated the 2nd May 1822.) 

[ See also A^o/es under sec 28 of the Act, page 79. ] 


26. The Local Government may at any time order or cause to 

Seizure and detention Seized any arms, ammunition or military 

by Local Government stores in the possession of any person, not- 
, withstanding that such person is licensed to 

possess the same, and may detain the same for such time as it thinks 
necessary for the public safety. 


The Governor-General in Council may, from time to 
time, by notification published in the (lazette 
of India, — 


27. 


Power to exempt. 


(а) exempt any person by name or virtue of his office, or any 
class of persons, or exclude any description of arms or ammunition 
or withdraw any part of British India from the operation of any 
prohibition or directions contained in the Act ; and 

(б) cancel any such notification, and again subject the persons 
or things or the part of British India, comprised -therein to the 
operation of such prohibition or direction. 


NOTES. 

(1) For personp or classes of persons exempted — Vide Schedule I. 

(2) For arms, ammunition or military stores excluded — Vide Schedules II & III. 

(3) For parts of British India withdrawn —Vide Schedule IV. 

(4) 5 P. R. C. 1892 -Blshen Singh — There is no provision of law or of any 
rule having the force of law whereby the Army Regulations, India, can be held 
legally to restrict the powers exercised by the Governor General in Council 
under s. 27 of the Arms Act. 


28. Every person aware of the commission of any offence 
- , .. . u • punishable under this Act shall, in the absence 

Informafaon to be given -- - . . 


regarding offences. 


of reasonable excuse, the burden of proving 
which shall lie, upon such person,, give infor- 
mation of the same to the nearest Police Officer or Magistrate ; and, 
every person employed upon any railway or by any public 
carrier shall, in the absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of 
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proving which shall Uo upon such person, give information to the 
nearest Police officer regarding any box, package or bale in transit 
which he may have reason to suspect contains arms, ammunition 
or military stores in respect of which an offence against this Act 
has been or is being committed. 


NOTES. 

(1) The provisions of this sGOtlOQ should be widely notified In the district, 
in order that the public may bo made awaro of tho responsibility that the law 
imposes upon them With regard to giving Information of offences under the Act. 
(U. P., G 0. No. 23 dated the 27th Feb 1879 ) 

(2) Rules relating to grant of rewards In the several provinces. 

Bembay—Tbe Commissioner of police. Bombay, and tho District Magistrates, 

Including the Agent to tho Governor in Panch Mahals, tho Political Superintendent, 
Thar and Parker, and the Superintendent Upper Sind Frontier, have been authorised 
to pay a reward of not less than half tho value of articles confiscated under s 24 
to the Custom OBlcers. Railway Servants, Public Carriers, Police Officers, Steam boat 
officers or other persons who may bavo glvon Information which led to the detection 
of the offienco, or who may have arrested the offenders or seized their arms under 
8. 12 of the Act It should be notified lo tho Bombay Government Qarette that 
rewards may bo so paid and all heads of departments and agents of all Railways 
should be requested to explain to their subordinates and make as widely known as 
possible the provisions of tho Act and particularly the responsibilltieB created by 
sec 28 and the rewards which may bo earned 'Bom L. R and 0 ) 

(1) All persons are hound to give Information of tho offcences under the Aot, 
(Madras L A and 0. para. 27). 

Bengal.— If a person Is convicted of an offence punishable under the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, reward may be granted to those ofHeors or other persons who gave 
the original information winch led to the conviction of the offooders, and also, if 
there be sufficient reason, to thoso who aotually arrested the offender or seized the 
property In respect of which the offence was committed 

District Magistrates are empowered to pay such rewards at their discretion 
up to a limit of Bs, lUO In each case, and up to Ks 509 with the previous sanction of 
the Commissioners of Divisions Proposal for the payment of rewards exceeding 
Rs. 500 shall be submitted tbrouch Commissioners of Divisions for the sanction of 
Government In tbs town of Calcutta the Commissioner of Police is empowered to 
pay such rewards at bis discretion up to a limit of Ra 500 m each case. Proposals for 
the pa ~ 't -* - - ■' ’ • « ’ > • 1 r , _ e 

Govern . . ’ . ■ . 

Magist . 

Arms ' • * ' ■ . 

toIIK k • . ■ 

• . 1 aud ammunition 

■ , . I consideration 

Rewards should he paid as soon as possible after the order of the court of first 
inatanUe is confirmed, or, if no appeal has been preferred, after the period allowed 
for appeal has expired. 

Payments for rewards will be drawn up by the Magistrate in their contingent 
bllla and charged against “Law and Justice— Courts of Law” Provision of rewards 
should be made under this head by Magistrates In their district budgets. 

Exceptional cases may occur lu which it is desirable to grant rewards to ofiicers 
or Informers in cases which do not end in conviction, or in which judioial proceedings 
are not Instituted Rewards In suoh oases will bo paid by the Police Department 
under departmental rules The same procedure should be followed in successful 
prosecution with regard to informers whose names It is not desirable to divulge 
(Bengal Resn No 655P— D., dated the 27th May 1914, letter 1524 P.—D, dated 
the 25th July 1914 and para 86, Bengal B and O) 
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(9) A. t. R. 1927. — All. Shlam Lai.— Want of compliance with tho pro- 
vlilons of s. 25 will not rondor conviction under ss. 19 and 20 illegal. 

(10) Tho oflioors mentioned below arc empowered under this section to con- 
duct searches : — 

Bombay. — District and Assistant Superintendents of Police (Bombay R. and 0.) 

Bengal. — Any Police officer not below tho grade of sub-inspector, or the 
Deputy Conservators of Forests Jalpaiguri and Buxa Duars in the Jalpaiguri district 
(Bengal R. and 0. para 82 (2). ) 

United Provinces— Justices of tho Peace and Superintendents, Assistant 
Superintendents. Deputy Superintendents and Inspectors of Police. (G. 0. No, 
32G4-'V’I-6G0-D-2, dated tho 9th November 

PUNJAB — All Police officer not below tho . r a n je^of officer in charge of a station. 
(Notn. 9497T lat i nl thu i - GtlrJu lylOO?:) Ha: J ^ 

CENTRAL PROVINCES — All Police officer^ not below the rank of Sub- 
Inspector. (Notn. No. 812G G. dated the Gth November 1893.) 

N. W. F. PROVINCE. — All Police officers not below tho rank of officer in 
charge of a station. (Notn. No. 7103 G. dated tho 2nd May 1822.) 

{ See also Notes under sec 28 of tho Act, page 79, ] 


26. The Local Government may at any time order or cause to 

Seizure and detention .^^y arms, ammunition or military 

by Local Government Stores in the possession of any person, not- 
, withstanding that such person is licensed to 

possess the same, and may detain the same for such time as it thinks 
necessary for the public safety. 


The Governor-General in Council may, from time to 
time, by notification published in the Gazette 
of India, — 


27. 


Power to exempt. 


(a) exempt any person by name or virtue of his ofiSce, or any 
class of persons, or exclude any description of arms or ammunition 
or withdraw any part of British India from the operation of any 
prohibition or directions contained in the Act ; and 

[b) cancel any such notification, and again subject the persons 
or things or the part of British India, comprised • therein to the 
operation of such prohibition or direction. 


NOTES. 

(1) For person^ or classes of persons exempted — Vide Schedule I. 

(2) For arms, ammunition or military stores excluded — Vide Schedules II & HI- 

(3) For parts of British India withdrawn — Vide Schedule IV. 

(4) 5 P. R, C. 1892 -Blshen Singh — There is no provision of law or of any 
rule having the force of law whereby the Army Regulations, India, can be held 
legally to restrict the powers exercised by the Governor General in Council 
under s. 27 of the Arms Act. 


28. Every person aware of the commission of any offence 
, , . , . punishable under this Act shall, in the absence 

the burden of proving 
which shall he, upon such person, give mror- 
mation of the same to the nearest Police Officer or Magistrate ; and, 
every person employed upon any railway or by any public 
carrier shall, in the absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of 
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proving which shall Uo upon such person, give information to the 
nearest Police officer regarding any box, package or bale in transit 
which he may have reason to suspect contains arms, ammunition 
or military stores in respect of which an offence against this Act 
has been or is being committed. 


NOTEB. 

(1) The provisions of this BGotloD should be widely notified In the distrlet, 
in order that tho public may bo made awaro of tho responsibility that tho law 
imposesupon thorn with regard to giving Information of offences under tho Act. 
(U. P., G. 0. No. 23 dated tho 27th Fob. 1879.) 

(2) Rules relating to grant of rewards In the several provinces. 
Bombay— The Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and tho District Magistrates, 


officers or other persons who may have given Information which led to tho detection 
of the ofHenco, or who may havo arrested tho offenders or seized their arms under 
8. 12 of the Act. It should be notified In the Bombay Oovernment Oazette that 
rewards may bo so paid and all heads of departments and agents of all Railways 
should he requested to explain to their eubordinates and make as widely known as 
possible tho provisions of the Act and partlenlarly the rcsponsibUltlcs created by 
sec. 28 and the rewards which may bo earned .Bom. L. R. and 0.) 

(U All persons are bound to gtvo information of tho offccnccs under the Act. 
(Madras L. A and 0. para. 27), 


Bengal,— If a person Is convicted of an offence punishable under the Indian 
Arms Act, lS7d, reward may be granted to those ofHeors or other persons who gave 
the origtoalinformatlon which led to tho convletlon of the offenders, and also, if 
there be sufficient reason, to tboso wbo actually arrested the offondor or seized tho 
property In respeot of which the offence was committed. 

District Magistrates are ompowerod to pay such rewards at their discretion 
up to a limit of Rs, 1 DO in each cose, and up to Rs. 500 with the previous sanction of 
the Commissioners of Divisions. Proposal for the payment of rewards exceeding 
Rs, 50Q shall be submitted thtouah CommUsloneta of Divisions for the sanction of 
Government. ^ ^ . . . . i , . 

pay such rew 
the payment 
Govern 

Magist • 

Arms ■ • ■ • ,. together 

with h ■ whom It 

should . . .. • , ... I .a he may 

think nt. in fixing the amount of the reward the fact of tho arms and ammunition 
being new or old, serviceable or unserviceable, should be taken into consideration. 

Howards should be paid as soon as possible after the order of the court of first 
iaataut» is confirmed, or, if no appeal has boon preferred, after the period allowed 
for appeal has expired. 

. ,,, Eoyments for rewards will be drawn op by the Magistrate In their contingent 

ijt ®““8ed against “Law and Justice— Courts of Law" Provision of rewards 
eaouM be made under this head by Magistrates in their district budgets. 


nr . cases may occur in which it is desirable to grant rewards to officers 

oases which do not end in conviction, or In which judicial proceedings 
j instituted. Rewards in suob eases will be paid by the Police Department 
rules. The same procedure should be followed in successful 
iRon° > * 0 °^ informers whose names It Is not desirable to divulge. 

655P.-D., dated the 27tU May 1914, letter 1524 P.—D., dated 
'be 25th July 1914 and pata 85, Bengal R. and O.) 
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Rownrds in caeos under the Indian Arms Act, 1878, should always be upon a 
liberal scale, but this is particularly necessary in the case of weapons which are 
habitually used for the purpose of murder and assassinatioft. Large rewards should, 
therefore, bo] given for information leading to the recovery of a revolver, automatic 
pistol, or t'magazino pistol or aimiiar weapon possessed without lawful authority, 
(Bengal No. 8976-77P., dated the 8th Oct. 1914 and para. 87, Bengal R. and 0.) 

By section 28 of the Act every person employed upon any railway or any public 
caiTior is bound, in the absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of proving which 
shall Ho upon such person, to give information to the nearest Police Officer regarding 
any box, package, or halo in transit which ho may have reason to suspect contains 
arms, ammunition, or military .stores in respect of which an offence against this Act 
has boon or is being committed. Such persons although legally bound to furnish 
the information required, are eligible for the rewards mentioned in the proceeding 
rules. (Para 88, Bengal Local R. and 0.) 

United Provinces.— (a) When any arms, or other articles, are confiscated 
under section 24, the convicting Magistrate shall, immediately on conviction, pay 
a reward of not less than half the estimated value on the confiscated articles to the 
person or persons who may have given information which led to the detection of the 
offence, or who may have assisted in the arrest of the offender and seizure of the 
arms or other articles. Such payments will bo charged against Law and Justice, 
and be drawn by Magistrates in their contingent bills.— (6) Any Magistrate convict- 
ing an offender of any offence under tbo Act may, at his discretion, grant a reward, 
not exceeding the amount of fine imposed, in such proportions as ho may think fit 
to any person or persons who have contributed to the arrest of the offender or the 
seizure of the arms or other articles. — (c) If no fine is inflicted, or if a larger reward 
than the fine imposed seems needed, and in all cases in which persons are appre- 
hended or arms or other con/rahand articles seized the Magistrate of the district is 
hereby authorised to pay rewards, at his discretion, to the persons who have contri- 
buted to the arrest of the offenders, or the seizure of the arms or other contraband 
articles, up to the limit of Rs, 100 in each case, and up to Rs, 500 with the sanction 
of tbo Commissioner of the division. Rewards oxceo ling Rs. 500 shall not be paid 
without the sanction of Government. — (d) If such cases occur before a subordinate 
Magistrate, he should at once forward the papers connected with the case, together 
with his recommendation as to the amount of the reward and the persons to whom 
It should bo paid, to the Magistrate of the district, who will at once pass such orders 
thereon as shall seem required. — fc) Provisions for rewards under this rule should 
be made by Magistrates in their district budgets ; but informers who bring to light 
breaches of the Arms Act should be rewarded under the rules relating to rewards of 
class fb) in paragraph 367 of the Police Regulations, [tL P, A’b. 9S3lV—06'D-S, 
dated the 8th April 1907.] 

Rewards payable to police officers shall bo credited to the head “General 
Police Fund’’— Sub-head ‘‘one-half share of recoveries on account of police supplied 
for private entertainments creditable to Gove.nment, payable to the force as 
rewards" and drawn by the superintendents of police concerned when requirefi 
for payment to the force. If the money has not been so deposited by the convicting 
magistrate the superintendent of police is not empowered to pay the reward. 
The balances under the sub-head mentioned above are carried forward from year 
to year and do not lapse to Government. (17. P. Correction 'List No, 2). 

Punjab, No. 899 S. dated the 39Jh June 1910. — The attention of the Lieutenant- 
Governor has been recently drawmAo the necessity for the stricter enforcement of 
the law .against the unauthorised possession of arms in the province. The matter 
is one 'in which Government must chiefly depend on the -vigilance of the Police, 
and .it has been suggeste'd that one means of furthering the object in view is to 
institute a system-cTf liberal rewards for information leading to recovery of arms in- 
unlawful possession. 

(a) In notification No. 943, dated the 10th July 1907, certain rules under the Arms 
Act were framed, 10 and 11 of which contained orders regarding the payment of . 
rewards by Magistrates in oases which come before them. So far as can be ascertained 
these orders have, to a great extent, been lost sight of, and the attention of all 
officers concerned is accordingly directed to the subject. It is of great importance 
that rewards should always be paid for information leading to the recovery of arms 
in unlawful possession, and that these rewards should, if anything, err, on the side 
of liberality It is not proposed to lay down any scale of rewards or to restrict 
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the amount of a reward to that payablo under the rules quoted shore A reward 
payable under these rules can, and should, be supplemented whenerer expedient 
from other sources, e g., the police grant for rewards and discrimination should 
be used in fixing the amount of the reward which latter need not bear an exact 
relation to tho value of the weapon rccovorod The recovery of a cheap revolver 
might m cortam circumstances bo a matter of far greater importance than the reco 
very of a valuable military rifle There are obvious objections to the exhibition of 
too much energy in tho direction of advertising tho fact that liberal rewards will 
bo paid for information leading to tho rccovory of illicit arms, but District Magis 
trates and Superintendents should exercise their discretion in this connection and 
enlist the aid of zaildars, lambardara and native gentlemen of the district 
rather than work through ordinary informers 

Central Provinees—on the confiscation of any arms, ammunition, stores, 
animals or other property under section 24 of tho Act, tho convicting Magistrate 
may award a sum not exceeding the estimated value of the property so confiscated 
ito tho person or persons who may have assisted in tho discovery and seizure of 
the arms or other property, or In tho arrest of tho offenders Such payments 
may bo drawn in the contingent bill, and charged to ' Law and Justice ” When 
any person is convicted of an offenoo under the Act, convicting Magistrate may 
award a sum not exceeding the amount of tho fine imposed to any person or persons 


**'<1 arms or other property, 
the conviction, payment 
. lapsed, or if an appeal 
■ firmed [Para 47, C P , 


whr 
or 1 
sba ' 
has 

Local R and 0 1 

N.W. F. P— Notn No 3028 Q, dated the 18th March 1923 When any 
arms or other articles are confiscated under section 24 the convicting Magistrate 
shall immediately upon conviction, pay a roward of not more than half the value 
of the confiscated articles and in such proportion as he may deem advisable after 
due consideration of all the facts of tho ease, to the person or persons (Police 
Ofileers are included) who may have given Information which led to the detection 
of the offence or who may have assisted in the arrest of the offenders and seizure 
of tho arms or articles Such paymoot will be chargeable to Law and Justice, and 
be drawn by Magistrates in their contingent bills Any Magistrate convicting 
an offender of any offence under the Act may at bis discretion, grant a reward 
not exceeding the amount of the fine imposed.ln such proportions as ho may think 
fit, to any person or persons (Police Officers are included) who have contributed 
to the arrest of the offender or tho scizuro of the arms or other articles The 
powers vested In Magistrates by these Rules will be exercised subject to the 
supervision and general control of the District Magistrate 

Assam — Superintendents of Police shall grant rewards on the following 
scale for information leading to the discovery of arms or ammunition in the possession 
of a person not entilted to possess them These orders will operate automatically 
and the grant of these rewards will not be optional but obligatory, unless for any 
special reasons the Superintendent of Police moves the Inspector General of Police 
through tho Deputy Commissioner to have their action suspended by the Local 
Administration 


^10 


to ‘ (^) hetow * Assa^ ’ For figures Rs 100 opposite 

s rovolvcrs and any class of modern pistol Bead Rs 200 

j’if** “ Uj a Ouurv auuum oe uwpwaeu Ot Dy »uo wiogisiroKj, 

and the rewards should be paid as soon as possible after the period within which 
an ^peal can be preferred expires, or the order of the court of first instance is 
confirmed whichever may first happen 

By section 28 of the Act every person, employed upon any railway 
or by any public earner, is bound, in tho absence of reasonable excuse, the burden 
which shall he upon such person to give information to tho nearest police 
officer regarding any box. package or bale in transit which he may have 
reason to suspect contains arms, ammunition or military stores in respect of which 
an offence against this Act has been or is being committed Such persons although 
legally bound to furnish the information required, are eligible for the rewards 
mentioned in the preceding rule [Assam L R and 0 , paras 10 and 11] 


11 
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29. Where an offence punishable under section 19, clause (/), 

Sanction required to Pi®” months from 
certain proceeding under ^he date on which this^ ct comes into force 
section 19, clause (/). m any province, district or place to which 

section 32, clause 2 of Act XXXI of 1860, 
applies at such date, or where such an offence has been committed 
in any part of British India not being such a district province, or 
plac6, no proceediii9js shall bo instituted against any person in 
respect of such offence without the previous sanction of the 
Magistrate of the District, or, in a Presidency town of the 
Commissioner of Police. 

(i; See notes (’29) to (38) under s. 19, ante, and note (1) to sec. 30, below. 

30. Where a search is to be made under the Code of Criminal 


Searches in the case 
of offences against sec- 
tion 19, clause (f), how 
conducted. 


Procedure, 1882, or the Presidency Magistrates 
Act, 1877, in. the course of any proceedings 
instituted in respect of an offence punishable 
under section 19, clause /), such search shall, 
notwithstanding any thing contained in the 
said Code or Act, be mxde in the presence of some officer specially 
appointed by name or in virtue of his office by the local Govern- 
ment in this behalf, and not otherwise. 


NOTES. 

(1) Sections 29 and 50.— apply to proceedings instituted under s. 19 (/), 
When the C4se I'alis within s. 2i), of the Act, ss. 29 and 30 do not apply 
either t'l the search for arms, to 'he arrest <>f the possessor or to the sending of the 
case for trial before a magistrate. As there are no special provisi' ns governing 
cases tinder s. 20, the effect of s. 5 of ttie Cr. P. C, is that the police mast act under 
that C 'de, w uch treats oases punishable with imprisonment for three years and 
iTpwards as cogni/.able. In cases to which s. 25 applies maaistrates will have to 
be truided by it, hut that section does not restrict the action of the police under 
the Cr P. C. in cases which fall within s. 20 (Burma A. M., Edn. 1922,), 

(2) In the Madra Presidency searches in respect of an offence punishable 
under section 19 (/J may be made in the presence of a Magistrate, an Insnector 
or Sub-Insnector of Police or of a head of village. In the taluks of Calicut, 
Ernad and Walavanad anf Maiabar district, searches in respect of offences punisfaafaie 
u ider section 19 (/) may be made in the presence of a Magistrate, an Inspector 
or sub Inspector of a Police, station house officer or of a head of a village. (Notn. 
Nos. 334 and 132 dated the 3lst Aug. 1833 and the 14th Mrch. 1885). 

(3) In other provinces searches under this section are to he made in the 
presence of the following officers : — 

* Bombay.— Police officers of not lower rank than a chief Constable (Bombay 

L. R. and 0.) 

Bengal. — Magistrate or a Police Officer not below the grade of sub-inspector 
(Notn. No. 10673 P. dated the i2th Nov. 1914, and para 83 Bengal L. R. and 0). 

United Provinces, — Magistrates, Justices of the Peace. Superintendents, 
Assistant Superintendents and Deputy Superintendents, Inspectors of Police, and 
offioers-in-charge of reporting stations (G. O. No. 3264 dated the 9th Novr, 1907). 

Punjab. — Police-officers of rank not below that of officer in charge of a station. 
(Notn. No. 114 dated the 10th July 1909). 

Central Provinces.— Magistrates and Police Officers not below the rank of Sub- 
Inspector. (Notn. No. 8126 dated the 6t.h Nov. 1893). 

N. W. F. Province. — All Police officers of rank not below that of officer in 
charge of a station (Notn. No. 7103 G., dated the 2nd May 1922.) 



88 


[Secs 31-32] Tna Inman Amis Act 

(4) 16 A L J 721— Baburam —The power of teareb in respect of an offence 
pumthable under t 19 (/) must be exerctted in the presence of tome officer specialty 
appointed by name or in virtue of hu office by the Local Government in th t behalf 
A scarob conducted by a Police officer Id obariie of a lep rting station specially 
empowered as above without obtaii ing o u arrant from a Magistrate is not illegal 

(5) 8 P R 1915 Gr Khem Singh —Search in this section refers to searches 
of house or premises occupied by suspected persons and not to searches of persons 
.EvenJf.t he.Beatch o f ti e , acgvised _wa^..illegaU^ made-no jiiffercnce lo the fact 


31 Nothing m this Act shall ho doomed to prevent any person 
from being prosocuted under any other law 
, other omi-<8ion Which conciitutes an 

s no arre offonco against this Act or the rules made 

under it, or from being hablo under such othor law to any higher 
punishment Of penalty than that privided by the Act Provided 
that no person shall be punished twice for the same oi^ence 


NOTES 

(1) S Bom L R 26— KanjiJoy Singh— Tha accused was sentenced to a term 
of imprisonment for an offence uoder the Arms Art Tbe sentence was ordered to 
run concurrently with another sentence previously passed upon him under a 123 
Or P 0 Held that the sentence for the substantive offence roust commence at once 
and cannot be p sipooed to take effe t after the expiry of tbe period of impr sonment 
in default of giv ng security for good behaviour wb cb tbe accused was undergoing 
at the date of tbe couviotion that e 35 Cr P 0 applies to sentences on conviccion 
for offences at one trial and has oo opplication to i nprisonments under 
8 123 Cr P 0 

SL B R 216 — Vn Re. — Tbi ciw ao/cuead waa fernwi on facta 

which constituted an (ffence under tbe Arms Act as well as under section 30 of the 
Rangoon Police Act Held that tbe accused should not have been charged and 
convicted twice aa for two offences under each ol tbe said Aot 

0) 8M L T 298 — Joseph Kangam — Where a case might properly have been 
tried under the Arms Act or tbe Explos ves Act hut the pub le prosecutor did not 
ask the High Court to order a retnal the High Court cannot convict the accused 
under eilhdr of those two enactments without a fresh trial 


32 The local Government may from time to time, by notifica- 
Pow„iol.k«ce„.«. tion m the local official Gazette direct a 
of fire arms cetiBus to be taken of all firearms in any 

local area and empower any person by name 
or in virtue of his office to take such census 

On the issue of any such notification, all persons possessing 
any such arms in such area shall furnish to the person so em- 
powered such information as Vie may require in reference thereto 
and shall produce such arms to him if he so requires 

Any person refusing or neglecting to produce any such arras 
when so required shall be punished with imprisonment for a term 
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which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to 
two hundred rupees, or with both. 

33. Ho proceeding other than a suit shall be commenced 

Notice and limitation ^'g^.inst any person for anything done in 
of proceedings. pursuance of this Act,- without having given 

him at least one month’s previous notice in 
writing of the intended proceeding and of the cause thereof, nor 
after the expiration of three months from the accrual of such cause. 


Note. — For additional section 34— See Punjab Local Rules and Orders. 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE.— ENACTMENTS REPEALED.— (See Section 3). 


Number and year. 

Title. 

Extent of Repeal. 

XVIII of 1841 ... 

An Act for consolidating 
and amending the enact- 
ments concerning the expor- 
tation of militarys tores, 

So much as has not been 
repealed. 

XXX of 1854 

An Act to provide for the 
levy of duties of Customs in 
the Arraoan, Pegu, Martaban 
and Tenasserim Provinces. 

In the preamble, the words 
“and that the exportation of 
munitions of war from any of 
these Provinces into foreign 
States should be prohibited." 
Section II. 

XXXI of 1860 ... 

1 

An Act relating to the 
manufacture, importation 

and sale of arms and 
i ammunition, and for regula- 
ting the right to keep and 
use the same, and to give 
power of disarming in certain 
cases. 

So much as has not been 
repealed. 

VI of 1866 

An Aot to continue Act, 
No. XXXI of 1860, (relating 
to the manufacture, importa- 
tion and sale of arms and 
ammunition, and for regula- 
ting the right to keep and 
use the same and to give 
power of disarming in certain 
cases) and for other purposes. 

The whole. 

III of 1872 

The Santhal Parganas 
Settlement Regulation. 

So much of the Schedule as 
relates to Act XXXI of 1860 
and Act VI of 1866. 

IX of 1874 

The Arakan Hills District 
Laws Regulation, 1874. 

So much ef the Schedule as 
relates to Act XVIII of 1841, 

XV of 1874 

An Aot for declaring the 
local extent of certain enact- 
ments and for other purposes. ( 

So much of the first Sche- 
dule as relates to Aot XVIII 
of 1841. 


THE SECOND SCHEDULE— ARMS, ETC., LIABLE TO DUTY. 
[Repealed hy the Repealing and Amending Actf 1891 (.Act XII of 1891.) 
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tUnLEB 1 - 8 ] Tnr Ikduh Aumb Rules 


Home Department, Notifioation, No f. 859-1-22, dated 
THE 3rd November, 1923. — In estercise of the powers conferred 
by sections 4, 10, 17 and 27 of tho Indian Arms Act, 1878 ( XI of 
1878), tho Govornor-Gonoral in Council is pleased to make the 
following rules . — 

1. Short title, — (1) These rules may bo called the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924. 

(2) They shall come into foroo on the Ist January, 1924 

2. Interpretation — (U In these rules, unless there is anything 
repugnat in the subject or context, — 

‘'District Magistrate” moans m tho case of Aden, the Assistant 
Political Hesidont : m the case of the suburbs of Calcutta, as defined 
in the Government of Bengal notification dated the 21««t September 
1880, tho Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and, in ca«e8 where 
the Local Government so directs m respect of any di‘*trict or part 
thereof, an Additional District Magistrate , 

“Form” means a Form as set out in Schedule VIII ; and 

*the Act” mnana tbA Tn<1 *A»» a— • v 


(1) In the said Rules — Jqj. ^ho purpose 

(i) Except where otherwise expressly proiid« s it applies for 
ed in this notification, for the words ‘'’Governor overn& r Gono rri -u, 
’General in Council”, “Goieriiment of India” or 
"local Government” wherever they occur, the 
•*Words "Central Government' shall be sub* 
stituted 


(2) In rule 2 of the said Rules — 

(i) m sub rule (1) the words "m the case of 
Aden, the Superintendent of Police, shall be 
•omitted , 

(«) m sub rule (3), for the words "an Act of 
the Governor General m Council the words ‘ a 
Central Act' shall be substituted 

(8) In clause (a) of the proviso to sub rule (I) 
ot rule 3 of the said Rules the words "or the 
transport within the province of Burma of arms 
ammunition or military stores ’ shall be omit 
ted 

Provided that the exemptions specified in Schedule I are made 
subject to the following conditions, namely . — 

(а) they shall not be deemed to render lawful the import of 
wms or ammunition, save from Berar, or the transport within the 
rrovmce of Burma of arms, ammunition or military store®, throueh 
the medium of the Post Office , 

(б) save in the case of persons included in entry (l) (6), entry 

1“^ of the said Schedule, any person so exempted 

shall register in such manner as the local Government may pres- 
cribe any firearm or ammunition for the same in respect of •which 
ne 18 exempted from the operation of any provisions of the Act , 


be Governor la 
iftistrate of tbe 
rlct Magistrate 
and O Notn 


The persons 
id the parts 
to IV are 
> the extent 
he operation 
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(c) every person shall, on the loss or theft of any arm in 
respect of which he is so exempted, forthwith report the occurrence 
at the nearest police station ; and 

(d) the Governor-General in Council may, by notification in 
the ■ Gazette of Indi a, direct that any such exemption conferred on a 

cite- class of persons shall cease to extend to any person included in that 
class who may be named in the notification. 

(2) Any person failing to comply with any condition of exemn- 
tion set out in provisos (h) and (c) to sub-rule (1) shall be deemed tb 
have violated these rules. 


NOTES, 

(1) The exemption conferred under this rule (and entry (10), Schedule I) shall 

cease to extend to Sath Muhammad, son of Ghuman, Lambarder of Chah Uo 24fi 
A?n im)^’ District, Punjab. (Notn. No. F. 21-XV.24 dated the 22nd 

(2) The Home Department notification No. F, 21— XIX— 23 da+P^ +hp Ipj- 
August 1923, withdrawing the exemption conferred by sub-rule (1) of rule 3 of thp 

^ndian Arms Rules 1920, [in clause (g) of entry (11) to Schedule I relating to /and! 
holders aud members of a Municipal Board or a Committee] on Pir Muhammed 
Hass^ walad Abdul Rahman of the Thar and Parkar District, in respect of the 
prohibitions and direction, contained m sections 13, 14. 15 and 16 of the Indian Arms 
Act 187& (XI of 1878) IS hereby cancelled. (Notn. No. F. 21-XIX-22-23 natod fhp 

Stb Sept 1924.) [No.e.-EnlryNo.UI) ofSchodule I EMe^ed to thrQia? 

Rules 1920, has been omitted from the Schedule attached to the present Rules.] 

to sub-rule 1^ of Rule 3, the exemption conferred on 
titl^/confwred or recognised by/Government, and on taluoders 
of Oudh shall c\asOb extend to Raja Bn Partab Bingh, taluqdar of Haraha War! 
Banki district. (Notn, No\F-^XXIIIi27 dated the 14th May 1927 ) ’ 


[Rdm 8] 
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Note.— In the case of weapons described as '450/400. '557/450. ’SOO/450, the | 
former of the two (tgures represent the rixe of the chamber and the latter fisure | 
the •5’- of the bore. Consequently, whlio a weapon described as 450/400 la not 
of ; ■. 'VI . ' ■— i'--^ *^11450 or '500/450 and ammunUion to 

• ■• ■• . s and ammunltton o! 

■ . . ond £7. P. iVo. 1653- / 


(8) An exempted person may, without an >- '..■■ice, import rifles of ft 

non-sporting character through an agent—fl) when the arms are sent to him 
direct (li) if the arms are sent to an and the latter obtains a certlBeato 
(rota the exempted person that the imported arms ara bona-fide his property and 
the agent only clears thorn from the austom house aud forwards them. Jlridia 
Ah. Zg(lSSi. dated thi fitK JLug. 1896, and No. SfSI, the 9th Dec 1897.1 

22. Papc91, Pw/eT— AddasKotuOfa) 

(9) {<*) ‘ ' ' “ ' — i-jot pistoh which are designed 

to render OJ" an individual without causing 

permanent ■ meaning of the Act and their 

Importatim apyUcations for jicecses under the 

Arms Act i 
Ko.P.il-L 

. . .. ..A.. AAwvc. tn aoubuui oases. The following conditions hove 

aecordingty been laid down to gortrn cases of rc-importstlon, and. suhlCot to them, 
' •« to admit weapons of the clasaeatoferred to;— 

I* : M. . • .i , . : 'rTr“?* 


character should he refuged (India 


non 


Wcw DclhiJ 
ewroise of the p| 

^“coS otsrGo! 

lfo.j 
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breech-loading rifles, parts of breech-loading rifles, rifle-ammnninon 
or military stores for rifles shall be granted only- 



or 


2. In sub-i-ule (5) of rule 28 and sub-rule (I) 
of rule 38 of the said Eules for the words and 
^figures "rifles of -303 or of -450 bore and for 
pistols and revolvers of -441, *455 or any 
intermediate bore the words and figures 
"rifles of -303 or of -450 bore, for muslcets of 
•410 bore and for pistols and revolvers of -441 „ 

•455 or any . intermediate bpre’/Tl^lStll'^'^’^ 

cr^-'yg'n«cs. 


h-e-^em«HS6io««f-in 
this rule, authorize 
specified amount '? 
Ind for pistols a 


om his stock to ai 


substituted. ^ err 

/ t* 2.'Lfj. vx±xs or DHfil6Cl to 3/ 

India granted by a Political Officer empowered, under sub-rule 
of rule 16 or sub-rule (1) of rule 17, to grant licences for expor ' 
to such State. 


(4) Every Magistrate and every Police-officer not below tl'e 
rank of Inspector, or, if the Local Government so directs, of Sul • 
Inspector, may, within the local limits of his authority, — 

(o) enter and inspect any premises in which arms, aramunitioj’ 
or military stores are manufactured, converted, sold, or kept for 
sale, and 

(6) examine the stock and accounts of receipts and sale ofiarme, 
ammunition or military stores. 
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S4 Page 105 Pule SS Add as Note 



^ 29. Licence to keep for safe custody firearms and ammiini- 

1 lion — A licence to keep for safe custody firearms and ammunition 
deposited by their owners for that purpose may oe granted in 
Form XIII to the holder of a licence in Form IX, Form X, Form 
Xr, or Form XII. — 

(а) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by the Commissioner 
of Police, or 

(б) in any other place— by the District Magistrate or by any 
Sub divisional Magistrate specially omposvered by the Local 
Government in that behalf 

*•'' Posi>esstoii 

^ 30 Restriction upon possession of cannon and certain other 
articles —(1) A Ivccnco for the possession of— 

(а) Cannon. ^ 

(б) articles designed for torpedo service, 

^ (c) war rockets, or 

(d) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 
■ (er<»Htinuous"fl« fimrms ” Govcrnor-General in Oounoil. 

a. cupy ui every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall 
forthwith be sent — 

(а) where the articles are to be kept in a Presidency-town or 
Rangoon—to the Commissioner of Police or 

(б) where they are to be kept m any other place— to the District 
Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated 




^ NOTES 

^ (1) A licence granted to a Maharaja (or the possession o( cannon should bo 
regarded ns a licence granted in favour personally of the Maharaja who holds the 
title at the time the licence is issued and it is neoessaty for the licence to be renewed 
m the case of each succeeding title bolder '(India letter No 1490, dated the 2nd 
July 1898). ■' 

- (2) No fee is prescribed for the licence to import export, transport or possess 
cannon Fidel Licence ToTin No I ) 

^ [ 

V 31 Possession of armst ammunition or military stores — Save 
as otherwise provided by rule 30, a licence for the possession only 
of arms, (other than pistols or revolvers), ammunition or military 
stores may be granted in Form XIV — ^ 

(a) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by the Commissioner 
of Police, or 

other place — by the District Magistrate or by any 
oub divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local Govern- 
ment in that behalf. 

14 
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necessarily illegal under the existing law. In the second case, proceedings were 
at first instituted against the purchaser under Act XI of 1878, but the case 
subsequently withdrawn, as it was thought that a prosecution could not be 
successfully maintained cither under the Arms Act or the Penal Code.— 2. Troops 
in India are constantly subject to thefts of arms of precision, and as these arms 
are of little or no use without their special ammunition, it is considered by the 
military authorities highly important to prevent such ammunition from becoming 
generally available. — It is evident, however, that in cases in which it may be 
desired to prosecute for the illicit possession of Government arms and ammunition, 
the Onus of proving that such arms and ammunition, are the .property of the 
State, will lie with Government, unless, it can be shown that they bear a well-known 
distinguishing mark. It appeared, therefore, to the Government of India necessary 
that some easily recognizable Government mark should be stamped upon all Govern- 
inent arms and small-arms and machine-gun ammunition, whether manufactured 
in England or in India, and also *■ * that Government arms which 

have been sold or given away should bo suitably marked so as to show that they 
have ceased to be the property of Government, — 3. It has been arranged with 
the Secretary of State for India that in the case of small-arm and machine-gun 
ammunition manufactured in England for use in India each cartridge will in future 

/ft 

bo stamped with the Government mark | on the base. Arms obtained from the 
War Office in England bear the mark W^D and those provided by the India Office, 
/ft 

Loudon, are marked | . I am to append statements* containing complete information 
as to the distinguishing Government marks on Government arms and ammunition 
whether manufactured in England or in India. All arms which are sold or given 
away, and which thus ceases to be the property of Government, will be distinguished 
from Government arms by bearing the mark of inverted>6 [arrows together with 
the Arsenal monogram and date of issue in the places indicated at the end of the 
last statement. — 4. Instructions should be now issued to district and other local 
authorities with a view to the prosecution, under the provisions of the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878, of persons who may be in possession of arms and ammunition which 
are the property of Government. [ *Notc. — The statements are published .on 
pagss 160-180 of the Burma Arms Manual, Edn, 1926,] 

(4) The issue and renewal of licences for pistols and revolvers must be kept 
in the hands of District Magistrate himself and never be delegated to a subordinate. 
In dealing with applications for licences for pistols and revolvers it must be under- 
stood that such licences are not to be given or renewed without adequate rea^n. 
For the purpose of legitimate defences a smooth-bore gun charged with buckshot 
would be equallj^, if not more, effective on almost every occasion. New licences 
for pistols and revolvers will be granted only in cases of real necessity and to 
persons of approved character; in each case the District Magistrate shall at the 
time of issue record his reason for granting the licence. And no licence should be 
renewed unless the weapon is produced before and passed by tbe District Magistrate, 
Magazine and repeating pistols must be classed as revolvers.— (Bengal No. 659— 60P. 
dated the 20th May 1909, extended to Eastern Bengal under Circular No. 826— 
30 P. of the 28th Feb. 1913 and India No. 2125 0., dated the 21st March 1919.) 

(5) Revolvers and pistols may be possessed only by persons of good character 
who can satisfy the licensing authority as to the need for such weapons. No fresh 
licences for such weapons should be granted unless the licensing authority is satisfied 
that the weapons are really necessary ; but existing licences should ordinarily be 
renewed. \u. P. Iso. 23\ VI— 844, dated the 2nd Jan. 1920, and No. 2440/F/— 844, 
dated the 5th May, 1920.] 

(6) With reference to sub-rule (3) of rule 33, it is directed that holders 
of licenses in Form XVI, granted, in other provinces, and having effect in 
the Punjab, shall, upon entering any district in the Punjab send their licenses 
to be endorsed by the District Magistrate, and shall inform him of the period of 
their stay in bis district ; provided that, when the period spent in any district does 
not exceed fourteen days, no endorsement shall be necessary. Ne fee shall be 
payable in respect of any endorsement made in accordance with this order. 
(Punjab No. 1821 dated the 5th March 1924.) 

(7) In cases where a licence-holder is transferred or removes bis residence 
from one district or area to another during the period for which his licence is valid, 
the licence should not be cancelled, but the officer who granted the licence should, 
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if there be no objection and, if neceesary, after making a referenco to the other 
district, endorse the licence under rule 33 <21 (<*). so os to make It valid for tuo 
district to which the licensee is transferred or has removed, no extra fee boing 
• -j . - /T_j _ -.T. Jated tho6kh July 1921, Bengal 

U and 0 , para, 59 )— When 
than that in which the applicant 
, ^ Magistrate should consult the 

Magistrate of the other district before passing orders on the application. (Bengal 
No 1213 Pi. dated the IGtii March 192i, and B and O para, GO ) 

(8) Licences in form XVI for possession and going armed may ho freely made 

^.1 J J| . I . f> •••.1 I J . -j-. . 1 '0\ »•- — - — » n-*'-' ►«* 


(9) A tingle licence thouid ordinarily be ittued for all weaponi issued in the 
name of one person The licensing authority may, however, issue more than esc 
licence for different weapons, m cases where a single licence would cause inconvetii- 
cnce, e. ff, a licence to a zamindar for arms kept at different kacherts. (Benga! 
B. and 0 , para 63), 

(10) The attention of the District Officers «•» drawn to Forms XVIII and XIX 
which are specially intended to provide for the needs of culiivalora who dev jr ta 
keep arms to defend their live* and their crop* from wild beasts District OS-v-v 
should issue licences m Forms XVIII and XIX when the guns arc really 

for the purpose of destroying wild animalt. Form XVI being used m other rts&s 
where no other form is specially applicable Advantage should b e take n 
tunitles to convert licences m Form XVI to licences In Forms XvIU aac 3ZZ 
when possible and appropriate Licences m Form XlX should be isra^d ■** iS- 
liberality for the protection of crop* m places where they are damrF»'f "it 
animals. In drawing the attention of the District Officers to the apeJutJ psriw?* 
for which licence in ” • vTyfTr , • • *, is not Irtcac'd sr vi*** 

undue restrictions • V. » tb* pnrpo v tiT jmterr “ 

of life and property . . • . * * * 


(11) A licence for a double-barrel breech loading, 12 berr ihr* r«T si'^ 
cover weapons of the type of the “Parado*,”‘‘E«plor8” and 
gun, as they are rifled for two inches from the muizlc. Su-h vrczrar Cl's— - “ 

regarded as smoothbore ' ’ ■ -s=r* 

terms of the licence exp ~ 

1923, Bengal No 10675 77 t -mr- ~ 

or even ih . ■ f i ta- 

terms of t v:- rrr'’* jrr “ 

July 1910 a..u , 


anu 0 , para. 67 ) ' 

(14) Inclusion of RETAINERS cT J 
aUo Notes to Rule 37) ^ *= ■« 

BENGAL —Inclusion of re&e^ri 
The provision^ for Including 

whose standing or circunjiUncersr* 
retainers or servants who w 
carry weapons. The pnr3sr* 

PI gepllemen included in tls I-ir 
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k nml Tf i„l » • ® provided m paragraphs 42 and 44 of the Bengal Local 

it. nmiu. If any retainers whoso name IS ontorod in a licence, should, during the 
‘i'o Jiccnco. dio, Or bo dismissed from, or resign the service of the 
lictncc-holdcr, no other person shall bo entitled to possess arms or ammunition as 
the successor of such retainer, unless his name, father’s name and address are 
cniored m the licence under the signature of the officer who granted the licence or 
the successor to such officer. When no retainers are licensed, the fact should be 
clearly indicated in column 5 of Korm XVX or column 4 of Form XX, as the 
case may l)o.{ti) Retainers of c.xemptcd persons shall not be allowed more than 
one smooth-boro inuzzic-loading or breech-loading gun each, (iii) As a precaution 
against the possibility of firearms of exempted great zamindars' retainers 
passing into the hands of unauthorised persons, each retainer is to be furnished 
by his Zamindar with n Parwnna* authorising him to carrj^ one smooth bore 
brccch-loading or muzzle-loading gun. It is not desirable that .spare copies of 
the form sliould bo allowed to accumulate with private persons. “Great zamindars” 
should thoroforo bo given onlj' as many forms as they have retainers covered by their 
exemptions, and they should ho requested to take particular care not to leave blank 
forms whore xinauthorisod persons can have access to them. For similar reasons 
indenting officers should keep their spare stock of the forms under lock and key in 
a responsible officer’s charge. 


*Parwana Form. — You A,B., son of C.D., of village E.th&na F., are hereby 
appointed to bo my armed retainer and you arc authorised to possess, carry and use, 
in accordance with all lawful orders issued by me or my agent at , one muzzle- 
loading gun No. gunpowder and percussion caps. You must 

not uso the gun or ammunition for any unlawful purpose except as may be 
ordered, and you must carry this parwana with you whenever you carry the gun 
outside the house or my Kachori. — You must at once inform the nearest police- 
st.'itioD ol the loss or theft of any ammunition or of the gun. 

(Thumb impression of retainer, ' (Sd.) X. V. Z, — (Name, 

to tvhoin this parwana is issued.) title, if any, and address.) 

fiv) As it was represented that private firms, which had to make large 
remittances of money, experienced great difficulty in obtaining licences for their 
darwans, instructions were issued that licences in Form XVI of the Indian Arms 
Rules should be granted in the name of the firm (European or Indian) and that the 
name of the firm’s chaprasis or servants who would ordinarily be employ'ed in guarding 
remittances and wlio would bo entrusted with guns should be entered in the 
appropriate column of the licence form. At the same time a parwana in following 
form* should bo issued to the licensee for each of the retainers allowed. 
Those parwanas should remain in the personal custody of a I’esponsible member or 
agent of the firm and should be made over to the retainers when they are entrusted 
with the guns by virtue of the licence. Should it be necessary to make any change 
in the list of the licensed retainers a responsible, mem’oer or agent of the firm ma.v 
make and sign the alteration in the parwana. The parwana should be returned at 
the end of the year along with the licence, when application for the latter’s renewal 
is made. When such darwans. chaprasis or servants accompany a remittance they 
must take out journey licences in Form XX unless they hold licence in Form XVI 
made valid under rule 33 (b) for the districts through which the journey is to be 
made. The same precautions are prescribed to prevent these forms coming into the 
hands of unauthorised persons as in the case of the parwanas of great zamindars’ 
retainers. (NOTE. — When licences are granted to firms in respect of pistols and 
revolvers for use by their employees the necessary alteration should be made in 
manuscripts in the parwana form, inserting pistol or revolver for “gun.’’) 

*Parwana— You Son of of Village Thana District 
are hereby appointed to be an armed retainer of the firm and you are hereby 
authorised to possess, carry and use in accordance with all lawful order issued by me 
or a member or agent of the firm one breech- loading gun No. and 
cartridges, — You must not use the gun or ammunition for any unlawful purposes or 
except as you may be ordered, and you must carry this parwana with you whenever 
you carry the gun. 

Thumb impression of the retainer _ Signature, Name — Address 

to whom this parwana is issued. Position in the Srm. 

Name and address of firm — 
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(v) Gun llocncca is Form XVI ebould be freely granted to nob merchant*,, 
who do not at present enioy Iho privilogo of keeping armed retainers, if they keep! 
a retainer or servant of the pensioned sepoys class It is not desirable to fix any limit \ 

' “ ' * * * '' ''Ticers should usol 

tod that the duty i 

■ • 1 I d not With ibn 1 

poys as ictainciB ^ 

■ employees, not ’ 

they are of good ‘ 

• • the I3tb July 

CUniicd Province*.— '(0 The terms of tho licence In Form XVI mean that, unleva 
there ate clear orders to the contrary, a retainer is allowed to carry and use tho 
arms covered by tho licence (i e , entered in columns 8 and 9 of tho licence) whether 
ho IS In attendance on his master or not— -(U) Tho retainer of an exemptee, if included 
iQ list of retainers sanctioned under clause 6 (9) of Schedule I, and communicated 
to tho District Magistrate, is similarly entitled to carry and use tho arms in respect 
of which hi3 master is exempt whether ho is m attendance on his master or not ~-(ul) 
Relation* can bo entered in column 5 of the licence as rctainors without payment of 
extra fees,— (iv ”■ *■ ! '. 

but after coti« . ■ * . • . ■ 

licensPQ 13 of “■ . ■ . 

protection of ■ . * ; ■. ) 

(I/. P. Wo 533 . • • • . i • ” 

Central Province*.— Retainer* should be entered on Form XVI licences only int 
the cxoc’*’ ■ ■* f; « * •* ’ ’’ ’ ' ’.I 

andotheri • ■••* 1 », ••* > • } 

and also •• • ! 

to allow • t , • , • 1 

the issue ' • • , 

may be included as retainers m hceacc Form XX with a view to enable them to | 
carry arms on a journey .—The power of entering retamors on licences must not bcF 
abused Retainers who would never on tbcir own merits obtain licences should notSi, 
be entered on licences of others without very good resson. There is no sufficicntl 
reason for allowing retainers in tho licences given to ordinary applicants As a I 
general rule, if a retainer is fit to have a licence ho should take one out for himself | . 
and pay his fee If he is not fit to have a licence, neither is be fit to bo shown as a| ' 
retainer mthe licence of another person — As a precaution against the possibility ^ 
of firearms of retainers passing into the hand* of unauthorized persons, each retainer r 
IS to be furnished with a *parwana m tho accompanying form authorising him to f 
carry the arms 

*PARWANA FORM.— You, A B , son of C D , of village E, thana F, are 
hereby appointed to be my armed retainer and you are authorized to possess, carry 
and use, in accordance with all lawful orders by me or my agent at , 

one muzzle-loading or breech-loading gun No gunpowder and 
percussion caps You must not use the gun or arorouoitioa for any unlawful purpose 
and you must carry this parwana with you wherever you carry the gun. 

You must at once inform the nearest police station of the loss or theft of any 
ammunition or of the gun 

(Thumb impression of retainer to X V. Z 

whom the parwana is issued ) (Wame, title, any, and addre s ) 

UO 11 any retainer whose name is entered in a licence should, during the 
continuance of the licence, die or be dismissed from or resign the service of the 
licence holder, a report should be made by the licence holder to the granting 
authority. No other person shall be entitled to possess arms or ammunition as tho 
successor of such retainer, unless ins name, father's name and address are entered 
in the licence under tho signature of the officer who granted tho licence or the 
successor to such officer The granting authority should report any information 
as to changes of address received by him either from licence-boldcrs, in compliance 
with coiwition 11 of the conditions attached to the licence In Forms XVl or otherwise, 
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II mcQUoncd in rule 37 (in 0. P., R. and O.) will bo impaired if chanKos of address 
Xv7SndXX arTFSra^XII and°X “rrespondtog to Forma 


/ 

/ 

34. Temporary licence for possession of arms and for going 
Hrnicd by bo72ci fide travellers, (1) Save as otherwise provided by 
rule 30, a licence may be granted in Form XVII to a hona fide 
traveller proceeding from a port of arrival in British India to his 
place of destination and for the possession of arms and ammunition 
in reasonable quantities during the period occupied in so proceeding 
and for going armed during such period— J 

(a) if the port of arrival is a Presidency-town or Rangoon — by 

r''.-ii->'iwiBoi/-.r\ov rtf Urtlir'.fl. aTld 


’or clnusoB (a) and (b) of the proviso to 

s (I) of rule 34 of the said Rules the prnment in that 

ig clauses shall be substituted, 

) no licence' shall be granted for the 
possession of such rifles, muskets, 
pistols or revolvers as are specified in 
clause (fl.) of sub-rule (1) of rule 7, 
or of ammunition for rifles of '303 or 
•450 bore or for muskets, of '410 bore 
or for . pistols or revolvers of ‘441^ ^ 

•455 or any intermediate bore for for** 
going armed with ' such rifles, 
muskets, pistols, or revolvers ^ 
unless such rifles, muskets, pistols, 
revolvers or ammunition have been sub-rule (1) shall 

lawfully imported into British India; 

and is a Presidency- 


)n of j oll8 > p ? of.^ 3 
^y - 4^ - t o rti>odi afte^ 

!(|ols, revolv.ers or 
sii^India, aim 

died ammunition 
'ess the aiJthorifcy 
wfully pos^^ed 
rat such pistol^r 
h India, as tnfe 


no licence shall be granted in respect 
of balled ammunition for rifles of 
•303 or -450 bore or for muskets of 
•410 bore or for pistols or revolvers ^ 

of -441, ^455 or any „.Jntermediate , of 

bore f'uniess~The authority granting 
the licence is satisfied that such rifle ^ 
or musket is lawfully possessed by 
the owner thereof for sporting pxn-- 
poses or that such pistol or revolver 
has been lawfully imported into 
British India, as the case may be.” 


in British India 
ict in which such 

an State — to the 

le has been sent 
ecessary that the 
ed on the form 


w (1) In this rule a new Form of licence- (XVII) has been introduced permitting 
ft bona fide traveller proceeding from a port of arrival in British India to his place of 
destination to possess arms and ammunition in reasonable quantity during the period 
of the journey. Passengers who had no permanent licence for their arms must 
produce this temporary licence on board when they will be permitted to land with 
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the arms failing which the arms wUI be taken possession of by Collector of Oustoma 
"vod returned to the passenger on his obtaining a licence m this form from the 

- . r ^ > -r. JJjQ 

. , , \ ) landing 

irs of the 

■ ■ ry licence 

• 1 possible 

• ■ ■ uo these 

licences to meet incoming vessels, but this facility is not guaranteed IBengal R 
and O , para 4 ) ' 

(2) See also para 13 of “Explonation of Rule*" (page 35), para 15 of Arms 
Committee B rccomuicndalion, (page 8l)» pJira 11 of Home Dept resn dated the 30th 
Kov 1923 (page 27 ) 


35 Possession of arms and ammunition, and going armed 
for the destruction of wild animals. A liconco for the possession 
of aims and ainmixnition and for going armed for the destruction 
of wild animals which do injury to human beings or cattle may bo 
granted in Form XVIII by the District Magistrate or by any Sub« 
divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local Govern- 
ment in that behalf, 

36 Possession of arms and ammunition and going armed for 
the protection of crops A licence for the possession of arms and 
ammunition and for going armed for the destruction of wild animals 
which do injury to crops or cattle may be granted in Form XIX by 
the District Magistrate or by any Sub divisional Magistrate specially 
empowered by the Local Government m that behalf. 

Provided that such licence — 

(a) shall only be granted to bona fide cultivators , and 

(b) shall be valid only in the place or area specified in the 
licence by the licensing officer. 


NOTES 

la order to cover the case* of Government arm* which m lome province* it may 
be Ihe custom to lend to private ' 

other reason, a note giving t 
Bhould be made in the licence ‘ 


37 Going armed on a journey (1) A licence for going armed 
Oil a journey in or through any province may be granted in 
Form XX— * 

(a) in a Presidency-town or Rangoon— by the Commissioner of 
Police , 

(b) in any other place — ^by the District Magistrate or by any 
Sub*divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local Govern- 
ment in that behalf, or 

I (c) in the case of a person residing m a State in India— by the 
j| Political Officer for such State 

(f?) Whcie a Commissioner of Police or District or Sub-divisional 
Magistrate leccivcs an application for a licence of the nature 
rcfeirod to in sub-rule (i) from any person who— 

15 



The’ 1i!?dun AMb Rules. [Rule "^8' 

(a) is not resident within the local limits of Kis authority, or - 

ib) is not personally known to him, 

0 shall, before granting the licence, ascertain— 

(?) when the applicant resides in a Presidency-town or Rangoon- 
mn the Commissioner of Rolico ; 

(?Y) when the applicant resides in another place in British Indie 
r Bcrar— from the District Magistrate of the district inVhicH sue! 
lace is situated, or 

(t'iV) when the applicant resides in a State in India— from the 
olitical OjSicer for such State, 

'hether there is any objection to the grant of the licence unless, foi 
sasons to be recorded, he considers this precaution to be 'un- 
ecessary. 

is) A licence granted under rule 21 of the British Beluchistar 
.rms Rules, 1927, may bo countersigned, by the Secretary to the 
hief Commissioner, British Beluchistan, as valid throughout the 
^hole, or any specified part of British India, and if so countersigned, 
iali be deemed to be a licence granted under this rule. 


NOTES. 

(1) There arc possibiHUes of danger in allowing a general licence lo car^ arms tc 
! granted in iheie forms to the retainers of licence* holders as without an obligation on 
,0 part of tho officer granting the Hcenue to specify the names and description ol 
,0 retainers so covered. These forms were accordingly amplified In order to ensure 
at tho names of all retainers with such particulars as were necessary for this 
entlfication aro entered in every licence. (Statement of Changes, 1909.) 

(2) Tho quantity of ammunition which a licensee may possess should in every 
so be entered in column 3 of the licence; but the quantity thus entered 
presents the maximum which tbo.liccnsee may possess at any one time. In respect 
■ this point it appears that* * * * are "in error in supposing that the entry of a 
von quantity of ammunition in column 3 of the licence represents the absolute 
aximum which a licensee may possess throughout tho year. (India ao, 4108 dated 
le let Nov. 1909.) Scc.also notes under Rule 33, page 107 ante. 


Possession and Pnport or 2h-ansport. 


38. Possession by dealers of ce**tntn balled ammunition with 
berty to import. (1) A licensed dealer authorized by the Local 
rovernment or'fclxe.'Gouratl^bio^terNiD''^^ sub-rule (3) of rule 

8 te sell and keep for sale a specified amount of balled ammunition 
)r rifles of '303 or of '450 bore and for pistols and revolvers of '441, 
1:55 or any intermediate bore may be permitted— 

(а) in a Presideney-town or Rangoon by tbe Commissioner .of 
'olice, or 

(б) in any other place — by the District Magistrate, 


3 import such ammunition up to such amount. 

Where appplication is made under sub-rule (i) for permis- 
ion to import balled ammunition, the dealer shall produce his 
tcence and, if permission is granted, the authority granting it shall 



The Indian Arms Rules 


115 


[Rule 39] 


endorse on the licence the quantity of balled ammunition for which, 
and the date on which, such permission was granted. 


/ Application for, and grant of. Licences. 

v,39. Previous sanction in certain cases. (/) Save as provided 
by rule 26, a licence, having effect beyond the local limits of the 
authority of the officer granting it, shall not be granted — 

(a) for the export of any arms, ammunition or military stores 
to a State in India without the previous sanction of the Political 
Officer for such State, or to any pldcc in Berar without the previous 
sanction of the Magistrate of the district in which such place is 
situated : 

Provided that the previous sanction of such Political Officer 
.shall not be necessary in cases where the consigneee is — 

(0 a Ruling Prince or Chief: 

' (u) a gazetted officer in civil employ ‘or an officer holding His 

Majesty’s commission in his Majesty’s military or air forces ; 

(u‘0 a member of the family of a Ruling Prince or Chief or a 
Noble or an official of a State in India who has been designated in 
this behalf by the Local Government or Political Officer concerned, 
or 


(tv) one of the persons or a personj^belonging to one of the 
classes of persons specified in Schedule I, 

and the consignment is intended for the personal use only of the 
consignee ; or 

(6) for the import or transport of any arms, ammunition or 
military stores — 


(0 to a Presidency town or Rangoon without the previous 
sanction of the Commissioner of Police ; or 

UO to any other place in British India, without the previous |] 
sanction of the Dijstrict Magistrate of the district in which such Ij 
place is situated ; or • 


(m) to any port within the political charge of the 
R fta iden tr -at- Aden or the PoUticaU Rg.8id^t in the P 
without the previous sanction of sucitll^Uti^l Resident. 

ofV< 




( 2 ) Save by the Commissioner of Police -in a Presidency-town 
or Rangoon, a licence shall not be granted under rule 24 for the 
transport of any breech-loading rifle or balled ammunition to any 
place in— 


(a) the North-West Frontier Province, or 
(&) the Rawalpindi, Dera Ohazi Khan, Mianwali or Attock 
Districts of the Punjab, without the previous sanction of the Local 
Government. ' 


( 3 ) The previous sanction referred to in this rule may be 
obtained either — ■ 


(a) by the applicant for the licence, or, 
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{b) by Iho officer to whom application for the grant of such 
hcenco is made. 

(4) Whoro the previous sanction is sought by the officer to 
whom application for the grant of the licence is made, he shall send 
a copy of the proposed licence to the authority whose previous 
sanction is required, and, on receipt of the reply of such authority, 
he shall either grant ho licence or inform the applicant that his 
application is refused, } 


f NOTES. 

T, *^**^*’ longer necessary that Ihe previous consent of the 

Political officer should he obtained in caset where arms and ammunUlon ordered frotn 
Ifie towns of Madras, Bombay and Calcutta are exported to an Indian State under a 
Jicence granted by tho Commissioners of Police, Madras and }3onibay, and the Deputy ' 
Commissioner of Police, Caicutta, for tho personal use of— (1) a Euling Prince or 
Ohief, or (2) a member of hia family or a noble or an oiUctal of bis State who may <■ 
bodcslgnatedintbisbebalf by tho local Government or Political OfTicer concerned, 
Tho Commissioners of Police, Madras and Bombay and tho Deputy Commissioner of , 
Police, Calcutta, arc however required under rule 17 (3) of tho Arms Rules to send to 
the Political OlTlocr concerned, in duo course, copies of all licences issued by them, to 
onablc a chock on tho Import of arms and ammunition to bo exorcised. The list of' 
persons who have been designated in the United Provinces under this rule is 
contained in Appendix B to tho U. P Local Rules and Orders jfndia No. 29S-0, 
dated the Sth February tftSO.\ y 


K 40. Applications for licence, (i) Every person who wishes to 
obtain a licence under those rules shall apply in writing, through 
the medium of the post office or otherwise at his option, to the 
nearest authority empowered to grant such licence and shall in such 
application furnish all such particulars as may be necessay to enable 
such licence to be granted : 

Provided that an application on behalf of a person subject to the 
provisions of tho Indian Army Act, 1911, shall be made to the 
authority so empowered in respect of the place whore such person 
permanently resides. Where, however, such person has his 
permanent home outside British India tho application should be 
made through his commanding officer to the licensing officer of the ^ 
‘district in which he is for the time being serving. 

(;?) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-rule 0) every . 
person applying for a licence- 

la) for the import by land or river, ,, 

(6) for the export, or, . 

(c) for the transport, , ^ ( 

of any arms, ammunition or military stores shall specify in his ^ 
application — 

(0 the place of destination, 

(it) the route, 

(m) the time likely to be occupied in the journey, and 
(t'y) the quantity, description and price of each kind of arms, 
ammunition or stores in respect of which the licence is required and 
the purpose for which they are intended. 
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{b) by the oiBcor to whom application for the grant of such 
liconco IS made, 

{-i) Whoro tho previous sanction is sought by the officer to 
whom vapphcation for tho grant of tho licence is made, ho shall send 
a copy of the proposed liconco to tho authority whoso previous 
sanction is required, and, on receipt of tho reply of such authority, 
ho shall either grant ho licence or inform tho applicant that his 
application is refused. > 


f NOTES. 

L'lidor rule* 39 (1) it no longer necessary that the previous consent of the 
Polihcal officer should be obtained in cases where arms and ammunition ordered from 
tho towns of Madras, Bombay and Calcutta arc exported to an Indian State under a 
licence granted by tho Commissioners of Police, Madras and Bombay, and the Deputy 
Commiasionor of Police, Calcutta, for tho personal use of— (1) a Ruling Prince or 
Ciiiof, or (3) a member of his family or a noble or an ofiicial of his State who may 
bo designated in this helulf by tlio local Oovernmeiit or Political Officer concerned. 
Tho Coimuissionors of Police, Madras and Bambay and the Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, aro however rciiuired under rule 17 (3) of tho Arms Rules to send to 
tlio Political Otfioor concerned, in duo course, copies of all licences i.saiied by them, to 
enable a chock on tho import of arms and ammunition to be e.xorciscd. The list of 
persons who have boon designated in the United Provinces updor this rule is 
contained in Appendix B to tho U. P. Local Rules and Orders (India No. 
tidied the 'ith Fcbntarij 19M).\ 

. 40. Applications for licence, (i) Every person who wishes to 
obtain a liconco under those rules shall apply in writing, through 
the medium of tho post office or otherwise at his option, to the 
nearest authority empowered to grant sucli licence and shall in such 
application furnish all such particulars as may be necessay to enable 
such licence to be granted : 

Provided that an application on behalf of a person subject to tlie 
provisions of the Indian Army Act, 1911, shall be made to the 
authority so empowered in respect of tho place whoro sucli person 
permanently resides. Wliere, liowever, such person has his 
permanent Iiomo outside British India tho application should be 
made through his commanding officer to the licensing officer of the 
‘tlistVict in which he is for the time being serving. 

(5) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-rule (1) every 
person applying for a licence — 

(a) for the import by land or river, 

(b) for the export, or, 

(c) for tho transport, 

of any arms, ammunition or military stores shall specify in his 
application — 

(i) the place of destination, 

(u) the route, 

(ni) the time likely to be occupied in the journey, and 

(iv) the quantity, description and price of each kind of arms, 
ammunition or stores in respect of which the licence is required and 
tihe purpose for which they are intended, 
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is) Where the 

shall be supported by evidenc o thcroot^ 


iSSd^foffn'^PPircoSn 'thSf H." ol" r ■„. rhor,e of . rolbc =.rtio„. 
(Madras No 3 (j 3 J , dated lltb Juli 1931)* 


(aI. Form and language of licences. (1) Kvery licenco nhall Im 
granted or renewed m t.lio appropriate Form, and subject to tho 
conditions set forth m such Form. and. save as thorein othorwiso 

. _ A.J ssturcs hpaciticu 

No. F •21-I*XXXni/30— In exercise of the lonu bo co\ored 
po.vers conferred by section X7 of tho Indian 
Aims Act, 187S (XI of 1878). tho GoNtmor .d— 

General m Council la pleased to direct that the or 

following further uiucndmcnts shall bo made m boyoiul tho 
tho Inman Arms Rules, 1921, namely:— insiiiu officer so 

(1) To 6ub-rulo (I) of rule 42 of tho Raid 
Rules iho following proviso shall bo added jd for uso only 
namely — tbo vernacular, 


‘’Provided that where a Iicenco is granted „ i 

m Term XV. XVI, XVIII ur favo as horo.i. 
XIX for the possession of arms to be ®ball, unless 
acquired by the licensee subsequently oxpiro on 

to tho CTant of tho llPonro t!m nofbrv. pfOVldcd 


5 it may onter 


to the grant of tho licence, tho autho* 
nty granting the licence shall 'at the 
time of granting the sumo direct that 
withm a period specified by him in this ^ion or militarj 
behalf, which bo may from time to ccorded by thi 
time extend, tho anns covered by tho *" than twice thi 
licence shall bo acquired and that the of dcstinatioi 
licence or the arms or both shall bo 
produced (or his inspection, nnd if let to tho sarao 
within Uie period ro specified or citend- aid apply in tho 

atd to LIT™ “J?'' ‘‘ “>■ by any 


tho description 


uluis 

and to produce the licence or tho arms 
or both as tho case may bo tho hcenco 
shall cease to bo m force." 

GhvimmeS^S^dnee™, fc Siic^veT by 
PwiBion in Which the licensee rcsiLa, o^^arrics on huross ■ 



ing clause shall be substituted, namely : — 

(c) Tbe autbority issuing a licence will 
ordinarily be responsible' for walcb- 
ing all future renewals of the 
licence. Wbere a licence is renewed 
by an autbority other than the 
authority who granted it, tbe former 
shall forthwith inform the latter of 
the fact of renewal and the period 
for which such renewal is valid. 
The applicant for the renewal of a 
licence under this proviso should. 
however, always be required to state 
his permanent residence, and, if he 
notifies a change in his pennanent 
residence to the district in .which Ihe 
renewal is sought, the- licensing 
authority of such district shall 
thenceforward become responsible' 
for waehing all future renewals of 
his licence and shall inform th.e 
original issuing authority according- 
ly, This procedure shall be repeat- 
ed on each subsequent occasion of 
renewal of the licence, the necessary 
intimation being sent by the renew- 
ing authority to the original issuing 
authority or to the authority who 
la.st renewed the licence on a perma- 
nent change of residence, as the 
case may be. 


Note. — I n the ease of a Government or Kailway 
officer “ permanent residence ” means the place 
where he is actually posted -on duty at the time of 
U‘nov\'al oi' vlie lieeuce.'j/' 
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Ice in Fo] 

than t 
iinform t 
renew 


mdian Ad 
I be renew 
jwed by t 
ce shall on 
ore consid 
3e original 
'To. 237. . 


of liceni 
;as grante 
^ . which tl 
[f 'the 'application, < 
ta) of the distri( 
licence should 1 
|)lice in Calcutta) ( 
the second pai 


j)wing provinces t 
who reside or carr 

.illan. 1924 — U. P. h 
4925). and Centra 
Notn. No. 436-465-V, 


^ 3 . Discretion and control of authorities empowered to grant 
licences. (1) Every authority empowered to grant or renew a 
licence or to give his previous sanction to such grant or renewal, 
may, in his discretion — ^ 

(a) refuse to grant of renew suc.h licence or to give such sanc- 
tion, or 


where the authority is subordinate^to a xLpg^l Government, 


Vka<5 


In the 

Eevenue ^311 be f 
the immeUiate 
District I^Wistrates 
of such aroeals”. 

all duties, conferred or 


to such LJe^rtro^rnment : 
in which ;/ach authority rf'fwses to 
pplicant for such gra-.>n o’-^-enewal 
official superior of the autfiiority so 
^ ( {/iJC<. Qh-l, ^ 


pall exercis'e all powers and perform 
by these rules, subject to the control 
of the executive authorities to whom he is subordinate. 

44. Obligation to produce licences. (1) Any person who — 

(a) holds a licence granted or renewed or a pass granted under 
these rules, or 




(6) is acting under colour of such licence or pass, 
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shall forthwith produce such licence or pass upon the demand of any 
Magistrate or of any Police officer of a rank not beloMV that of officer 
in charge of a police-station. 

(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall be deemed to limit or other- 
wise affect the power of any authority empowered to grant or renew 
a licence to grant or renew it upon any condition, not inconsistent 
with that sub-rule, with respect to the production of such licence. 

^5 Production of arms The authority by whom any 
liCTOCo has been granted under rule 31, rule 32, rule 33, rule 
35 or rule 36 or by whom any such licence has been renewed 
under sub-rule (3) of rule 42, may, foi the purpose of satisfying 
himself that any arms covered by such licence are still m the 
possession of the licence, at any time while the licence is in force, 
by order m writing require the licensee to produce the arms at such 
time and place and for the inspection of such person as may be 
specified in tho order. ) 


' NOTES 

(Ij N. L. R—Sufftj Pratad.— When receiving applaatioa for licences under the 
Arms Act 1878, a dtitiict Magistrate tt not acting ai a Criminal Cooit, that i* judicially, 
but as an executive officer 

^(2) Should a licensee be unable to produce arms held under a bcence, when called 
upon to do so under rule 45 he should be required to give an account of their disposal 
Such cases should bo dealt with by the Magistrate m person. Should the account not 
* the renewal of the licence cither m whole or in part should bo 

’ * •••tns cobvered by the bcencc have been 'old to any person 
, -♦ on 27 of tbo Arms Act, and, that 

/ --^e.r section 5 of tho Act, the 

/ - *'*'1 under section 

the licensee is liable to pcosccutioii um- 
of bis licence requiting mformation to bo given tu ... 
theft of tbo armsACBciigal R and p paraCS,) vide also note 
88, ante- ^ 


/ Feet) 

t46 Fees payable for licences (1) Every licence granted or 
renewed under these rules shall, save as herein otherwise 
expressly provided, be chargeable with the fee (if any) indicated 
in the Form in which it is granted or renewed^ 

‘ (2) "When any arms, other than — 

(a) cannon, or 

{b) rifles, revolvers or pistols m respect of which the prohibition 
imposed by rule 7 applies, 

or any ammunition or military stores are imported under a licence 
into any British port and re-exported thence and re imported into 
any of the ports specified in rule 8 or m rule 9, the necessary licences 
for such re-export under rule 15 and for such re-iraport under rule 8 
or rule 9 shall bo respectively chargeable with a fee of one rupee 
only. 
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( (3) The Governor-General in Council may, by general or special 

order, grant exemption from, or reduction of, the fee payable in 
respect of any licence. 

(4) The Local Gov^jimment ma<v, by general o^-soecM ord^ 

remit paycvl^lp^n orl^ener^l''of 

(a) for the import, transport or possession of sulphur in reasonable 
Quantities proved to the satisfaction of the Local Government to 
be required in good faith for medicinal, agricultural, manufacturing or 
industrial purposes other than the manufacture of ammunition ; or 

(b) granted under rule 10 to any person for the import of any 
arms, ammunition or military stores in reasonable quantities proved 
to the satisfaction of the authority granting the licence to be required 
in good faith for the protection of person or property. 

(5) Any Political Officer authorised under rule 17 to grant 
licences in Form VI may remit the fee payable in respect of tbe 
grant or renewal of any such licence in the case of arms and ammuni- 
tion exported for personal use, or in the*case of ammunition exported 
for the use for blasting purposes, whether on a public work or not, 
of the Government of the State for which he is the PoHtical 
Officer. 

(6) The fee payable in respect of the grant or renewal of any 
licence in Form VI shall be remitted in the case of all licences in 
that Form granted under rule 17 by, the Commissioner of Police in 
Madras or Bombay, the Deputy Commissioner of Police in Calcutta, 
or by the District Magistrate of Delhi, Meerut, Lahore, Rawalpindi, 
or Karachi. 

(7) The fee payable in respect of a licence in Form VI granted 
under rule 17 by the District Magistrate of Malabar for export to 
Mahe shall be reduced to one rupee in every case in which the value 
of the consignment does not exceed twenty rupees. 

(8) No fee shall be chargeable in respect of the grant or renewal . 
of any licence in form XVI to any member of any of the classes of 
persons specified in the first column of schedule VII for possession 
of and going armed with the arms and ammunition specified in the 
corresponding entry in the second column thereof. Provided that 

if application for renewal is not made within one month of tbe 
date on which the licence expires, the licensing authority may, 
in his discretion, levy renewal fees at the rate specified in 
Form XYLJ 

(9) No fee shall be chargeable in respect of the endorsement 
under sub-rule (4) of rule 33 of a licence granted in Pondicherr-y. 


NOTES. 

(1) Under rule 41 (3) [now rule 46 (3)J, the fee for licences to re-import sh.^11 be 
remitted in cases where arms and ammunition, which have been sent out of British 
India on approval to persons lawfully entitled to possess them, are rc-imported into 
British India within a period of tv/o months from the date of e.\port. (India No. Sub, 
iated the 6th May 1920 and para. 17, Bengal R. and O). 
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Under rulo 41 (3) laow rulo 46 {3)1» no (ee »baU becharged in reipect of ihe 
grant' or renewal of a licence m form VI for the export to a State in India of ammuni- 
tion required for the use of a public railway or the public work. Mlndia No. 810. dated 
the 6th May 1920 and Bengal R. and O. para. 18). 

(3) Under rule 39 (4 . ■ ' 

is pleased to remit the fe- • --i • . • • • , ■. 

the import, transport or pt . i 

faith for medicinal, agne . 
manufacture of ammunitl- 

and the District Magist.-u- 

as to the bona fidea of purposo for which the sulphur is required to be imported, 
transported or possessed. (Bengal Notn. No. 3743 P., dated tbo 21st April 1913, and 
R. and 0., para. 31.) 



■ . I and R. and 0., para 30). 

In rule 48 o£ the said Rules, for the words “by 
means of non-judicial stamps or m cash at the 
option of the applicant" the words “in. cash" 
bhall be substituted. 

F. H. PUOICLE, 

Secy, to the Qovt. of India. 


■* 0 , uouection and.r«Mia4of fees. ^ All fees payable under] v/vcU 

(n) In the marginal note to rule 48 of 

the said Rules the words “ and . ., . 

refund” shall be omitted. layalUe und\^ th^si 

ruieb HUS uueu. ieuneiwvA. ic^ me grant or r\nes^ 

of a licence or clupli^e U r^sed, the vVue of thXfee slmll 
refunded upon appUcatum for same being made within' twl 
months fronrthe date of such refus^J. 




/ 

NOTES. 



. 

in caib a’ • « 

be refused 


magistral 

detailed m article 5Q0 of the Cml Account 


^ Bengal R. and 0., para 28 ) 

- 

Cancellation and Savings. 


49. Cancellation of the Indian Arms Rules, 1920. The Indiisn 
Arms, Rules, 1920, are’hereby cancelled : 

Provided that all exemptions, exclusions and withdrawals made, 
all licences or duplicates granted or renewed, all fees imposed, levied, 
remitted or reduced, and all powers conferred, by or under those 
rules shall, so far as they are consistent with these rules, be deemed 
to have been respectively made, granted, renewed imposed, levied, 
remitted, reduced, or conferred hereunder. 


16 
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SCHEDULE I. Persons Exempted . — {See rule s). ^ 

Iho persona or classes of persons specified or described in the firsi 
column of the sub-joined table are, subject to the provisions "oj 
provisos (q) and (c) to rule 3, exempted, in respect of the arms anc 
ammunition described in the second column, when carried oi 
possessed (save where otherwise expressly stated) for their owe 
personal use, from such prohibitions and directions contained in the 
Act as are indicated in the fourth column, subject to the proviso! 
and restrictions entered in the third column. 


The Table. 


Persons or classes of persons. 


(1) (u) The Viceroy and Govornor- 
Gonoral of India, tho Oommandor- 
in-Cbiof in India, tho Governors 
of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the 
United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudb, tho Punjab, Burma, Bihar 
and Orissa, the Central Provinces 
and Assam, tho Chief Commis- 
sioner of Delhi, tho Commissionor 
in Sind, Privy Councillors, mora- 
bors of tho Council of India whoa 
visiting India during their term 
of ofBco, members of tho Exocu- 
tivo Councils of tho Govomor- 
Goneral and Governors, Ministers 
in Governors' Provinces and 
Members of the Indian Legisla- 
ture, during their tenure of office 
and for six months thoroafter. 
Residents of tho First Class, Chief 
Justices and Puisne Judges of 
High Courts, Judges of Chief 
Courts, Judicial and Additional 
Jndinial Commissioners, members 
of Boards of Bevenuoi Financial 
Commissioners ; 


(6) Every Ruling Prince or Chief 
having a salute of gifns. 


Arms and ammu- 
nition. 

Provisions and 
restrictions. 

Proliibi- 
tlons aad 
directions 

All except — 


Those 

(а) cannon ; 

(б) articles de- 


contain- 


cd in 

signed for tor- 


sections 

pedo service ; 


13 to 15 

(c) war-rockots; 

1 


(eQ rides of "303 

1 


or ASO boro 

1 


and pistols op 
roTOlvors of 
*44 K ;455 or 
any \ inter- 
mediaV bore 

1 

i 

j 



(and ammuni- 
tion / \ybich 
can DB fired 
froipthe same, 
noy lawfully 
imported imo 
ritish Indi^; 

(e) 'niaohinory 

for tho manu- 
facture of 

arms or am- 
mtmition ; . 

and 

(f) appliances 

the of 

which is the 
silencing of 
firearms. 


ViAt 




(2) (a) Every Ruling Chief not 
having a salute of guns ; 

1 (6) such members of the families of 
Ruling Princes or Chiefs and such 
nobles, officials, or accredited 
agents of a State in India as may 
be designated by the Local 
Government or Political Officer 
concerned. 


Ditto. 


This exemption 
shall be subject 
to such condi- 
tions (if any) as 
may beY pres- 
cribed by the 
local Govern- 
ment or the 
Political Officer, 


Ditto. 
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(16) lu tlie Table set forth in Schedule I to 
the said Buies-- 

(t) in the first column, m clause (a) of entry 

(I>- 

(fl) for the words “Madras, Bombay, 
Bengal, the United Provmces of Agra 
and Oudh, the Punjab, Burma, Bihar 
and Orissa, the Central Provmces, 
and Assam” the word “Provmces” 
shall be substituted. 


i and 
ous 


~Prohibi 
tions and 
directioDS 


may bo, 
where 
bo of a 
ire dis 
th the 
1 fresh 
u occa 


(b) the words “the Commissioner m Sind ' 
shall be omitted, 

(c) for the words “Alenibers of the Council 
of India” the words “Advisors to the 
Secretary of State for India” shall be 
substituted, 

(d) for the words “Members of tba 

tava ~ ‘ 


. uuu Auuiuon* 

airJudicial Commissioners” the words 
and figures “the Chief Justice and 
Judges of the Federal Court, Chief 
Justices Judges and temporary and 
Additional Judges of the courts deem- 
ed to be High Courts under Section 
219 of the Government of India Act, 
1935” shall be substituted. 


(ii) in the first column, m entry (2) — 


(o) m clause (b) the words “local Go\6rn- 
ment or” shall be omitted. 


(b) for sub clauses (i) and («) of clause 
(c) the words “the Central Govern 
ment” shall be substituted. 


+ T 

to K So 


(c) m the third column, in entry (2) the 
words “the local Government or” and 
“as the case may bo” shall be 
omitted , 

(?«) in the third column, m entry (3) for 
“(c) the Governor General m Council, or 

(b) a local Government m respect of the 
territories administered by it or subject to its 
control, 

may. declare to be reasonable^Jot. aiwh uerson 


ovBxn- 
tof 
ad 
r It 

its 

be 
luch 
r or 


Ditto, 


imu 
1 or 
any 
ear- 
resi- 
lling 
Pro 
oorg 
ceed 
100 


Ditto 


cease to extei 
aiber 19^0 



HOME department. 


NOTIFICATION. 


Police. 

Binilu, the 35th August 1932, 

No. P. 21jXXXV|32.— In esereis^e of t4e 
powers conferred by section 27 of the Indian 
Anns Act, 1878 (XI of 1878), the Governor 
General in Comicil is pleased to direct that the 
following further amendment shall be made in 
the Indian Arms Pules, 1924, namely : — 

In the first column of Schedule I to the said 
Pules in sub-clause (^7) of entiy (6), after the 
words “ the Prince of Ai’cot ” the words 
“ Pa.ia Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad 
and his successors from time to time in the title 
of Paja ” shall be inserted. 


Is. [SoHBDUbE I.] 


II 


jjvisos and 
^trictiona. 


i’ammuni- 
fir the same 
}ne smooth' 
j breech or 
3-IoadlDg gun 
500 cartridges 
,te equivalent 
, den-shot and 
Dwder. 




retainers, namely 
a) the ancient Zamindarsl and 
Poligars of the Madras Presi- 
dency : every Malikana holder in 
the Malab ar District : the Prince 
■'ot ArcoF;)M. R. Ry. A. L. A, R. 
- R. M, A ArumtuTi^tt g CEettlaF 
Avargal, Zamindar of Devakottai 
ia _th 0 . Ramnad district ; the 




NOTIFICATION. 

Police. 


Simla, the 13th July 1932. 

No. P. 21|XXVn|32. — In exercise of the 
powers conferred by section 27 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878), the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to direct that the 
following further amendment shall be made in 
die Indian Arms Rules, 1924, namely : — 

In the first column of Schedule I to the said 
Rules in sub-clause (&) of entry (6) for the 
ivords ‘ ‘ and J agirdars and Zamindars in Sind ’ ’ 
the words “ such Jagirdars and Zamindars in 
Sind, and such of the Mewasi Chieftains in the 
West Khandesh District of the Bombay Presi- 
dency ” shall be substituted. 

e) Shan Sawbwas and other Chiefs 
in Burma ; 

f) (i) the Zamindars of the Sche- 
duled Districts of the Central 
Provinces ; 

ii) the Dewan of Seoni ; 

Hi) the Bhuskute of Timarni and 
Burhanpur ; 

iv) the senior representative of the 
family of the Rao of Saugor ; 
u) the head of the junior branch 
of the Bhonsla family, -known as 
the Kuar Sahib ; 


... — ...femption shall 
be subject to — 

(a) the orders of 
the Local Govern- 
ment regarding the 
persons to be in- 
cluded in this cate- 
gory, the number 
of retainers and 
the quantity and 
bption of arms 
ammunition to 
(permitted in 
( ca^l, the pur- 
3 for which 
i arms may be 
ied, and 
le annual regis- 
.ion of the re- 
ers’ weapons 
) m p t e d, the 
)ber and des- 
jtion only being 
jified. 


Prohibi- 
tions and 
directions 


Ditto. 


t See Notn. No. 1310, dated the 8th June 1906, relating to a Zpmindar of S 0 .rtur 
a the Madura district, 
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Persons or classes of persons. Arms and Provisos and 

ammunition. restrictions. 


4. The owner shall 
at the time of 
importation, pro- 
duce a certificate 
from the Comman- 
ding Officer of the 
Corps, senior ofii- 
cer or Head of 
Department to 
which he belongs, 
to the effect that, 
in the case of the 
regimental officers, 
warrant-officers, 
non - commissioned 
officers, and per- 
sons appointed to 
Corps of the Auxi- 
liary Force. India, 
or of the Indian 
Territorial Force, 
the weapon will be 
brought on to the 
equipment ledger 
of the Corps, and 
in the case of Staff 
and Departmental 
officers, will be 
brought on to the 
equipment ledger 
of a Corps, in the 
officer’s command 
or office' inventory 
of stores, and will 
be accounted for in 
the same manner 
as other equip- 
ment. 

5. This exemption 
shall in the case of 
persoas appointed 

,to a Corps of the 
Auxiliary Force, 
India, or of the 
Indian Territorial 
Force, • cease to 
have effect on re- 
moval of the owner 
from the force. 

6. Any person here- 
by exempted may I 
dispose of his rifle 
to another person 
so exempted : Pro- 
vided that the rifle 
becomes part of 
the equipment of 
the Corps to which 
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Persons or classes of persons 


Arms and Provisos and 

ammunition. restrictions 


Froiilbi* 
tiona and 
directions 


tbo latter belongs 
and IS accounted 
for as such 


The Officer Commanding a 
Unit m His Majesty's Regular 
Forces or m any Indian State 
Forces, and when he is m po«8Cs- 


ty s Regular Forces or in any 
Indian State Forces 


I 

vM) Persons bolding swords or other 


the Cointnander m Chief 


Such arms 
and ammuni- 
tion as aro 
provided for 
sporting pur> 
poses by 
Government 
Or from a 
Tcgimontal 
fund under 
the autho- 
rity of the 
officer com- 
manding the 
unit. 


This exemption 
shall apply in the 
case of warrant 
officers, non com 
missioned officers 
and soldiers in res« 
pect of weapons 
and ammunition 
entered m the pass 
and to the areas 
and tor the dates 
specified in the 
pass and in the 
caso of officers 
commanding only 
in teapeot of tho 
purchase and 
stocking of arms 
and ammunition 
which aro provided 
for sporting pur* 
poses by Govern 
nicnt or from a 
regimental fund 


Those con- 
tained in 
se c t i 0 n s 
13 to 15 


Such swords 
or other 

arms as have 
been so 
received, to. 
getber with 
ammunition 
for any fim 
arms so re- 
ceived 


Tbo ammunition m 
respect of which 
any person is here 
IQ exempted shall 
be of such descrip- 
tion only and shall 
not exceed such 
quantities as — 

fo) the Governor- 
General in Coun- 
cil, or 

{b) a local Govt, m 
respect of the ter- 
ritories administer 
ed by it op subjecl 
Vo its control, may 
direct 


Ml 


NOTES 


(1) Vide notes to Section (1) of the Act, on pages 39 40 ante, and to Rule 3 on 
page 88-89 ante 

* ' ' • C ’ Officer, Warrant Officer, Non- 

’ * I ” orces for tho time being serving 

the operation of tbo prohibitions 

. — w..<, wx «be Act (India No. 1582 dated the 

20thAug. 1920.) 
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X enrolled under section 12 of the Indian Defence Force 

Act, 1J17 (III of 1917) and appointed to the University Corps of the. Indian Defence 
I'orco and who havo signified in writing to the officer who was commanding that 
corps their intention of applying for enrolment In a University Corps of the Indian 
Territorial Force, are exempted in respect of arms carried for the purpose of military 
instruction under the orders of the said officer. (India No, 2488 dated the i7th 
December 1920. 

(4) Entry No. 10 covers the case of persons holding swords or other arms 
presented by Commissioners or other Government Officers under the general or special 
orders of the local Government (India No. 329 dated the 21st Fob, 1920.) 

(5) The following are a fow'of the special exemption under the Arms Act : — 

AIADRAS— (a) Guns brought to British India by the European Residents of 
the French Settlements of Pondichery, Karikal or Mahe are exempt from import duty 
provided that the guns are covered by a pass issued under the authority of the 
Government of the settlement from which they are brought, and countersigned by a 
British Magistracy certifying that the holders are entitled to carry the guns for 
sporting purpose. (G. I. Notn. in Boards Progs. No. 267, dated the 2l3t June 1893.) 
(/Vofe — Ammunition belonging to French sportsmen which, in the opinion of the 
Saycr staff, is being taken in unreasonable quantities should be brought to the notice 
of the Collector.) (b) The provision of chapter IV of the Indian Arms Act, XI of 
1878, caunot, as a matter of courtesy, bo enforced to the case of the French Military 
and Police Officers, when passing the Tindivanam, Villupuram, and Cuddalore taluks, 
nor customs duty bo demanded at the Sayer stations in respect of arms which such 
Officers are entitled to carry in French Territory. (G. 0. No. 175, dated the 25th 
Jan. 1895). — (c) French native subjects are for the purposes of sports or protec- 
tion, allowed to carry with them across the frontier, guns on payment of import duty, 
when holding gun licences granted by the District Magistrate concerned. Such duty 
is liable to bo refunded under G. 0. No. 2553, dated the 16th Dec. 1891, on a report 
from the French Government that the gun on which Import duty was paid has been 
re-exported. (Madras L R. and O.). 

(6) - BOMBAY. — As a special case the provisions of chapter IV of the Arms 
Act, should not, as a matter of courtesy, bo enforced in the case of — («) Non-European 
Civil Officials serving under the Government of Portuguese India who are entitled to 
wear a uniform and sword ; and (6) Military Officers of that Government when 
travelling through districts through which the ordinary routes by land or sea from Goa 
to Daman pass. All Portuguese Officers (Military and Civil) passing through British 
territory are, on their giving a simple 'declaration that they are proceeding to 
Portuguese territory, are allowed to transport their firearms without let or hindrance 
(Bombay No. 6674 dated the 8th Oct, 1909). A similar concession has been made by 
the Government, Portuguese India, to British Officers passing through Goa territory 
on their way to British territory. (No, 6674 dated the 8th Oct,, 1909). 

(7) In'cxercise of the powers conferred by proviso (b) to rule 3 (1) of the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924, and 'in supersession of [Bombay] Govt. Notn, No. 7226, dated 
the 2nd August 1920, the Governor in Council is pleased to direct that 


(a) All persons exempted from any of the provisions of the Arms Act, XI of 
1878, under Schedule I to "the said rules, shall, in the case of persons already in posses- 
sion of fire-arms or ammunition for the same, within two months of the date of 
publication of this notification in the Bombay Government Gazette, and in the case of 
other persons, within one month of the date on which any fire-arm or ammunition 
for the same comes into their possession, register such fire-arm or ammunition with 
the authority hereinafter mentioned stating in writing the particulars specified in 
the sub-joined table. Such registration shall, in the case of persons residing in the 
Oitv of Bombay, be made with the Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and in the case 
of persons residing elsewhere, with the District Magistrate of the district in which 

they reside. (5) The Commissioner of Police, Bombay, and all District Magistrates 
shall maintain in the subjoined form a register of all fire-arms and ammunition for 
the same registered under the notification. 
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Foru of registration 


Name of cxemp 
ted person 

Grounds of exemption 

Description of firearms 
and ammunition 

Makers name 
and number 






(Notu No 184 Poll dated the 17th March 1924 ) 


(8) • posseited by persons 

exempted ■ 1878 under entry 6 (b) 

of Schedu - ^ ’■*. » 1 , 

Pratap&tnhrao alias Bhautaheb Bhontle * i 

Sardars of the First Class m Black Ink. .. 

(Notn No 721 Poll dated the 12th April 1922 ) 

(9) Under the provisions of entries (3) (4) and (C) m the table to Schedule I 
the Govt of Bombay have declared that the persons or classes of persons specified or 
described in the third column of the table hereto appended shall in respect of the 
arms which they can carry or possess within the limits of the Bombay Presidency 
in virtue of any exemption granted under rule 3 of the said Rules and the said 
Schedule be subject to the restrictions specified in the fourth column tNotn 
No 1233 Poll dated the 20th July 1913 ) 


S 

CO 

Entry m the 
table sub 
joined to 

Schedule I 
of the 

Indian ^ms 
Buies 

Persons or classes of persons 
exempted 

Quantity of arms or ammuni 
tioQ to which exemption 
is restricted 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

* (31 

Maharajas Rajas or Kawabs whose 
titles have been conferred or re 
cognised by Government all 
Peers Baronets Enlgbt Bachelors 
and Kd ghta of any Order esta 
blished by the Crown 

Arms— 

3 shot guns 

3 rifles 

1 revolver or pistol 

No limit as regards arms 
other than firearms 
Ammunition — 

209 rounds for each r fle at 
a t me 

JOO rounds for revolver or 
pistol at a time 

No limit as regards ammu 
nition for shot guns 

2 

(4) 

Every Consul or Consular Agent 

Do 

3 

1 fi (i) 

(i) First Class Sardars of the 
Deccan and Southern Maratha 
Country States and First Class 

1 Sardars of Gujarat 

Do and also old family 

weapons not otherwise 
exempted under the rules of 
wh cb a list must be furnish 
ed to theDistnct Magistrate 
wbowillsupplyacopyto the 
Sardar under bis signature 


! 

(lO Six retainers of each of such 
Sardars 

Arms — 

One firearm and one other 
weapon of each retainer 
Ammun tion— * 

100 rounds for each firearm 
at a time 


17 


(Notn No 1233 Poll dated the 20th July 1925 ) 
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(10) Under the provisions of onfcry (6) in the table appended to Pchedule I. 
of the 1. A. li. 1920, the Croverinuent of Bombay, have declared that the restrictions 
imposed by Notu. No. 7227, Serial No. 3 (1) dated tho 2nd Aug. 1920, on the quantity 
of arms or aramumtion which may bo possessed by First Class Sardars of the Deccan 
and the Southern Maratha Country States in virtue of the exemption granted to them 
by said entry, shall not apply to tho arms and ammunition possessed by Meherban 
Pratapsinhrao alias Bhausaheb Bhonsle of Satara, enrolled in tho list of Deccan 
Sardars of the First Class in Black Ink, with judicial as well as honorary privileges. 
(Bombay Notn. No. 722. Poll, dated the 12th April 1922). 

(11) Under tho provisions of entry 6 (i) in the table contained in Shedule I, 
of atho I. A. R., al920. Government of Bombay, have declared that the members 
of tho Talpur family and the'Jagirdars and Zamindars in Sind mentioned in the first 
column of Schedule A, hereto appended, shall be exempt from the prohibitions 
and directions contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arras Act, 1878 (XI of 
1878), subject to tho restrictions specified in the second column of the said 
Schedules: — 


SOUEDULE A. 


Names of persons e.'cemptcd. 

1 

Quantity of arms or-ammuni- 
tion to which exemption 
is restricted. 

2 

Members of the Talpur Famihj. 


(1) H. H. Mir Haji Nur Mahomed Khan icalad Mir 

Mahomed Hussainali Khan. 

(2) Mir Sohrab Khan tvalad Mir Rustom Khan. 

(3) Mir Mir Mahomed Khan walad Mir Ghulam 

Hyder Khan. 

(4) Mir Fatehali Khan ica/ad Mir Ali Hussein Khan. 

(5) Mir Ghulam Murtaza Khan walad Mir Shah 

Mahomed Khan. 

Cj) Mir Mehrab Khan lualad H. H. Mir Ali Mardan 
Khan. 

(7) H. H. Mir Haji Fateh Khan u-alad H. H. Mir Haji 
Sher Mahomed Khan. 

Arras — 

3 shot guns. 

3 rifles. 

3 revolver or pistol. 

No limit as regards arms 
other than firearms. 
Ammunition — 

200 rounds for each rifle at a 
time — 

100 rounds for revolver or 
pistol at a time. 

Jagirdars and Zamindars 


(8) Jam Bijar Khan walad Maherali Khan. * 

(9) Nawab Ghulam Hyder Khan walad Nawab Wali 

Mahomed Khan, Laghari. 

(10) Nawab Fateh Mahamed Khan walad Nawab 

Mahomed Khan, Laghari. 

(11) Pir Sabghatulla Shah walad Sbams-ul-Ulma 

Pir Shah Marden Shah, Kingri. 

(12) Fir Sayedi Mahomed Saleh Shah walad Tir 

Ghulam Mahyaddin Shah Gilani, Ranipur. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Sardar Sunder Khan walad Ali 

Nurad Khan Sundrani. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Saiyid Khan walad Jaffar Khan 

Rind. 

(15) Sardar Bahawal Khan walad Gholam Ali Khan, 

Jakhrani. 

(16) Malik Sardar Khan walad Malik Sobdar Khan, 

Numrio, 

No limit as regards ammu- 
nition for shot guns and also 
old family weapons not other- 
wise exempted under the 
rules of which a list must 
be furnished to the District 
Magistrate who will supply 
a copy to the exemptee under 
his signature. 


(Bombay Notn. No. 1058 Poll, dated the 24th June 1925. 
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(12) Under the provisions of clause (14) of the Indian Arms Rules 1909 [now 
included m entry (2) (6) of Schedule I of tho Indian Arms Rules 1924 ] tho Govern 
ment of Bombay have published the following list of persons exempted (Notn 
iJo 2185 dated the 4th April 1917) 

PALttNPDR AQENOT Pafonpur Stale 

1 Sabibzadah Yaverhusamkhau)! second son of H H the Nawab of Palanpur 

2 Kunvar Jabardaatkban]i, nephew of H H tho Nawab of Palanpur 

Itadhanpur State 

1 

2 " pur 

3 ^ ir 

Tharad State 

1 Kumar Bhimsingji Dolatsingii heir api»arcut of Tharad 

2 Thakoro Pradanji Gajsingji of Bharole 

IKoa Stale 

1 Kumar Harismgp heir apparent of Wao 
TAana Circles 

1 ofWarabi 

3 ^ 

MAHIKANTHA AGENCY Nat 

1 Mahataj Kumar Himat Sing 2 Bhanvar Mansiub 3 Maharaj Kumar 
Madanamgp 
BHAYATS 

1 Mahara]a of Suar 2 &fahara)a of Dawad 
SARBAHS 

1 Mundeti 2 Kukadia 3 Medbasan 4 Man 5 Undani 6 Qanthiol 
7 Cbandaroi 8 Tmtoi 9 Vaukaner 10 Sabalvad 
BHUUIAS 

1 Ohoiwada 2 Poshina 3 Kbetoj 4 Dero] 5 Pah 6 Pahala and 
Takatuka 7 Budheli 8 Verabar 9 Devnt Mon 10 Samera 11 Karcba 
12 Dehgamda 13 Jalia 14 Vaudiol 15 Venpur 16 Moti Mon 

INAUDAR X 

Jamadar of Bhadresar 

PohSlate 

1 Thakore Kesnsingii 2 KbumansiDg Vugha]i Tbakore of Kolaoo 3 Saluji 
Takup 

Danta “^tate 

2 Kumar Dalpatsing) 3 Kumar Fatehsmgji 
5 Thakoro Daynas ngji of Joita 6 Kaluji Sabal 
u 7 Naharsiap]! RajsiDgji ^ 

Malpur Taluka 

1 Kishorsingji undo of Rawa)}i 2 Thakore Himatsingji 
Mohanpw Taluka 

1 Thakhatsing]! Kalusingji 2 Nathusmgji Ha)smg]i 
Ilol Talak 

1 Bhayat Ram Sing 2 Bhayat Hamit Sing 3 BhayatTakbatSing 4. Panjaji 
Blanaji 5 Bhayat Agatsingji Motisingjl 

Katosan Taluka 

1 Kumar Becharslngji 2 Kumar Nabars ngji 3 Kumar Surajmalji 
IKarsoda Taluka 

J Kumar Javan Singji 2 Bhayat Madhusing]> 3 Bhayat HamirsL-gji- 
4 Bhayat Bhavans ngji 5 Bhagat Takbat smgji 
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Bhayat Dolatsingji. 
1. Kalumia Jitmia. 


Pethapur Taluka. 
Pnnadra Taluka. 


Amliara Taluka, 

1. Bhayat Javansingji. 3. BhayafVajesingji. 3. Kumar Takhatsingji, 
yUBAT AOKNOy. Dharampur State. 

1. The Dowaii of Dharampur. 2. Bhai Shrl Prabhatdovji Narandevji, 3. Kumar 
Sbn Narsinghdcvji ilohandovji, second son of the Raja of Dharampur. 

Panada State. 

1. The Dowan of Bansda. 2. Kumar Shri Pravinsingji, brother of the Raja of 
of Bansda. 

Sachin State. 

1. Nawabzada Ahmed Khan, brother of the Nawab of Sachin. 


KAIRA AGENCY Camharj. 

1. Mirza Afuhammed Kulikhan Sahob Nazamkhan Saheb, 


REWA KANTHA AaE.S'OY. Lunawada. 

1. Kumar Shri Ranjitsingji. 3. Kumar Rughunathsingji. 

JDevghad Baria, 

1. Kumar Narsinhsingji. 

Chhota Udepur. 

1. Himatsingji Jitsingji. 2. Bhavansingji Jitsingji. 3. Raisingji Chandrasingji. 
4. Kumar Ranjitsingji Chandrasingji Mabida of Mandwa. 

Rajpipla. 

1. Kumar Rarasingji. 3. Kumar Kiratsingji. 3. Kumar Narsinhsingji. 4. Kumar 
Digvijaysingji. 5, Kumar Shri Prakramsingji. 

Baliamor. 

1. Khan Shri Mohbatkhanji Badarkhanji, Bhayat. 

Sankheda Me was. 

1. Thakorc Wakhatsiugji Khiisalbava of Sanor. 

Panda Mo was. 

I. Kumar ludrasiugji Chhatrasingji of Ohhaliar. 3. Kumar Ranjitsingji 
Amarsingji of Bfaadarwa. 

KATHIAWAR AGENCY. Virpur State. 

1. Kumar Shri Ramsingji, third son of the Chief of Virpur. 


janjira state. 

1. Sidi Hasan Sidi Sayad. 2. Sidi Muhammad Sidi Abdul Aziz Shekhani. 

(13) In partial modification of Notn. No. sis.i dated the 4th April 1917 the 
Governor in Council [Bombay] is pleased to direct that the exemption granted to 
Bhayats Sardars, Bbumias and Inamdars mentioned in the notification by the names 
of their Estates shall be held to be personal to the present holders thereof. (Notn. 
No. 966 dated the 17th Dec. 1926.) 

(14) BENGAL — Under the provisions in the third column of entries (3) and 
(6) (c) respectively, in the table subjoined to Schedule I to the' Indian -ATms Rules, 
1930, the Govt, of Bengal, has exempted from the operation of the prohibitions and 
directions contained in sections 13, 14 and 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI oi 
1878), the classes of persons specified In the third column of the following table in 
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ladian Arms Act, 1878. Sucli person is hereinafter referred to as the exempted 
person. 2. Every exempted person shall fillup the form in duplicate according to 
the instructions at the top of each page. He shall return one copy to the Qommis- 
sioner of Police or the District iVTagistrate as the case may be and shall retain the 
other copy for future reference. 3. Every exempted person shall report- any 
permanent change of residence to the Commissioner , of Police in Calcutta and to 
the District Magistrate outside Calcutta. 4. In January of each year the Commis- 
sioner of Police or the District Magistrate shall make an enquiry from all exempted 
persons whether they have any changes to report and shall request them to furnish 
full particulars of any new weapons possessed by them and to make the necessary 
changes in the copy of the enquiry form retained by them. 5. (1) In case of per- 
manent change of residence of exempted parsons the District Magistrate or Commis- 
sioner of Police, as the case may be, shall obtain from the proper authority in the 
district or town they have left the form relating to such person. (2) In the case 
of exempted persons arriving from another province, the Commissioner of Police or 
the District Magistrate, as the case may be, shall forward a form in duplicate to 
such persons to fill up. 

*Form of enquiry for firearms possessed by exempted persons. 

/ N.&ME AND ADDRESS. 

/ 

Rifles. The following particulars should be given for each weapon : — 

(a) Description and bora with maker’s name and number on barrel, or stock, or 
both, (b) Whether muzzle or breech-loading, (c) Whether single or double barrel, 
(d) Whether single shot or magazine, (e) If repeating, the capacity of the magazine. 
(f) The name of the dealer or person from whom obtained, with approximate date. 

Smooth Bores, The following particulars should be given for each weapon 

(a) Description and bore with maker, name and number on barrel, stock or 
both. (6) Whether muzzle or breech-loading, (c) Whether single or double barrel, 
(d) Whether single shot or magazine, (e) The name of the dealer or person from 
whom obtained, with approximate date. 

Revolvers. The following particulars should be given for each weapon : — 

(a) Description and bore with maker’s name and number, and all other marks 
stating the part of the weapon on which they are stamped. (6) Whether muzzle or 
breech-loading, (c) Number of chambers for cartridges, (d) The name of the 
dealer.-or person from whom obtained, with approximate date. 

Pistols. The following particulars should be' given for each weapon 

(0) Description and bore with maker’s name and number stating the part of 
the weapon on which they are stamped, (b) Whether muzzle or breech-loading, (c) 
Whether single or double barrel, (d) Whether single shot or repeating, (e) If 
repeating, the capacity of the magazine, (f) The dealer or person from whom 
obtained, with approximate date. (Bengal Notn. No. 1560 P. J. dated the 1st April 
1920 and R. and O., para. 36). ; 

(18) UNITED ■ PROVINCES. — Exempted persons are required to register all 
firearms and ammunition inpheir possession, in the following form* with the District 
Magistrate of the district in which they reside or, in the case of persons resident 
in the sub-division of Lalitpur. Roorkee, Deoria-Kasia. Karwi and Mahoba, with 
their Sub-Divisional Officers. [ U. P. No. 30-id-V dated the 28th June 1934.] 
District Magistrate shall check annually the re^sters of exempted as well as licensed 
firearms and keep a note of the number and description of firearms in each category 
in the possession of the public. (U. P. No, 251 dated the 23rd March 1926.) 

(1) A register shall he maintained by the District Magistrate of all registered fire- 
arms and ammunition in the same form.* (ii) Exempted persons shall report to the 
District Magistrate any change in the number and description of firearms which they 
may possess, (iii) Ammunition will be registered once and ior all at the initial 
registration ; but the District Magistrate may at any time if he thinks fiLcall for a 
return of the quantity of ammunition in the possession of an exempted person, (iv) 
After the initial registration the District Magistrate shall enquire from all exempted 
persons in January of each year whether they have any change tp report in the 
weapons previously registered by them and shall request them to furnish full parti- 
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culata oC such. cUaages Ths does not Lowe>er rolicvo exempted persons of tlie 
obligation under rule (u) above to report such changes as they occur (v) An 
exempted person shall notify to the District Magistrate concerned my permanent 
change of res dmeo and shall also fotwarl particulars of the firearms and animuni 
tion possessed by him to the District Magistrate of the diatriot m which bis new 
placo of residence is situated {U P No S0S6 VIII ii2 dated the ^Slk June 19^4 
and para 4 of Local Rules \ 


*Form (H) of registrafion of firearms ond ammunition held by persons exempted 
under Schedule I India Arms Rules 1924 


Name of 
exempted 
person 

I Entry of Scho ] 
I dule 1 under i 
1 which exempted 

1 Description of firearms 

1 (iDcluding boro muzzle or 
brcceh loading and single i 
1 shot or repeating 

1 

Maker s ^ 
name and j 
number 

Aminuni 

tion 



1 

1 

1 



( (19} Arms earned or possessed by Officers of Government as part of Ibeir 
equipment and areas supplied by Government to subordinates of Governmert depart 
ments to be carried or possessed by them for tbcir protection in the execution of 
the r duty are not required to be hcoosed Under cl (b) of section I of the Act 
nothing in the Act or Rules applies to the bearing or possession of such arms by 
such persons )l India No 1246 dated tholCthOct 1919 No 1171 doted the 17th 
May 1921 and para 3 of Local Rules ) 


such weapons [XJ P 3S08iVI 841 1916 dafed 19lh July (h) As firearms 

do not form part of the prescribed equipment of forest rangers these officers are 
required to take out licences for such weapons [ Cf parograpb 60 of (It tied Proiinces 
Forest Manual ] 

(20) For the purposes of exemption under clause (6) (g) of Schedule I it has 
been decided — 


(a) That Taluqdat of Oudh shall mean every person whose name is included 
in the list of taluqdars maintained by the Bnlith India Association, Oudh and (b) 
Zemindars who possessi the following qualifications aro declared to be included in 
entry 6 (y) of Schedule I, namely landholders who— 


(i) pay a land revenue of not less than R« 10,000 or would so pay if they were 
not wholly or m part revenue free and (ii) are borno on the divisional Darbar hsta 
and whose fathers or immediate predecessors m interest were also so borne 


[lu) U P No 3049]VI-^Ui 1916 dated the 9th June 19P0\ and (b) No 13QSIVIII— 
182 dated the 7th April 1924 and para 6 of Local Rules ] NOTE — Landholders claim 
ing exemption under clause 6 (b) must fulfil both qualifica«ioa3 (i) and (ii) 

(21) Clause (10) of Schedule I covers the case of persons holding swords or 
arms presented by Royalty and by Commissioners or other Government officers under 
the general or special orders of the Local Government [India No 1301 dated the 
9th July 19'‘0 and para 7 of Local Rules ^ 


(22) ,1 I , • ' il • ( ommiltees in 

the Unite hodulo I to 

^e Arm Rules and 

Orders si' ■ ge m Form 

XVI in respect of the arms and ammunition which are entered against each of their 
names District Magistrates should report to Government through Comraisslonors 
any change m the hat as they occur \IT P No 1573 F//— 406 dated the 27lh June 
1922 No sQi5 F/iT— 418 dated the S8lh June iOfii, Tespectively und noru 3 of 
Local Rules 1 
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(23) For the purposes of oxomption under clause 3, 6 (i/) and 10 of Schedule I 

Goveimnont has been pleased with roforenco to column 3 of the Schedule, in the 
case ot ticearms and ammunition for firearms to restrict the exemption conferred by 
tuo atoresaid scheduio on the classes of persons specified in the third column of the 
tauio annexed to tho number and description of firearms and the amount of ammuni- 
uon described in the fourth. column when carried or possessed for their personal use 
in the United Provinces, 

Table. 


1 Serial No. 

Entries in 
Schodulo I 
to tho 

Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, 

Classes of parsons exempted 

Quantity of arms or ammunition 
to which exemption is restricted. 

1 

0 

M 

3 

4 

1 

3 

Every Maharaja, Raja or 
Nawab whose title has been 
conferred or recognised by 
Government, every Peer, 
Baronet, Knight Bachelor 
and Knight of any Order 

established by the Crown. 

% 

/ 

(i) Existing exemptees, — No restric- 
tions. 

(ii) Future exemptees ; — 

(a) If hereditary title-holders, the 
number and description of 
arms and the amount of am- 
munition laid down in each 
case by special order, 

[b) Others— One revolver or pistol 
with 50 cartridges, three rifles 
with 100 cartridges each and 
three shot guns with 1,000 
cartridges and 250 caps with 2 
seers of black powder, if the 
guns include muzzle-loading 
weapon. 

2 

V 

G (fir) 

Tho Taluqdars of Oudh, Rao, 
Udaibir Singh of Gopalpura. 
Jalaun, Baja Bahadur Bijai 
Bahadur Siugh of Eatebra 
and such other zamindars of 
the United Provinces as the 
local Government may 
designate in this behalf. 

(i) Existing exemptees- whose ex- 
emption has not been registered 
by special order. — No restriction 
as regards arms and ammunition 
for personal use or the number 
of retainers. ' 

(ii) Others (including future exemp- 
tees). — The number and descrip- 
tion of arms, the amount of 
ammunition and the number of 
retainers laid down in each case 
by special oi’der;,'x 

Fo)' each retainei'. ~Oyie smooth- 
bore muzzle-loading -gun, 50 caps, 

4 seer of black powder. 

3 

, 

10 

Persons holding swords or 
other arms received by them 
as gifts from the Governor- 1 , 
General in Council' or by the 
local Government after the 
1st January 1920, or the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

The ammunition ordinarily allowed 
to a licensee. 


lU. P. Nobn. 3040.VIII— 418. dated the 2gth June. 1924 as amended by IJO- 5324 . 
dated the 30th Sep, 1924, and G. 0. No. Vxs’ <^ated the 28th Novr. 1924.) 
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^24) Exempled persons pos&eiting or intending to purchase firearms m excess of 
the scale prescribed in rule 9 (Koto 23, page 136) must take out licences for suob 
weapons [ U P, Notn No. S276 V It 1-^18, dated the 20th Sep 1921 and para 10 of 
Local Rules ) 

(25) Retainers' arms are subject to annual registration under clause (6) of third 
column opposite to clause 6 of Schedule I, the number and description of weapons 
only being specified \tT P No S272 VItI—418, dated the 20th September 1921 and 
para 11 Local Rules ] 

■ ( % ■ ‘ I * * A s ' onstrued as 

,, , •! . > « iddition to 

• _ ^ *s li s A.X. j ' t.<overnor for 

Benares Rampur and Tehri are authorised under this clause to fix the number of 
armed retainers who may accompany respectively, their Highnesses the Maharaja 
of Benares, the Kawab of Rampur and the Raja of fehti, when visiting British India 
(ill) The lists of other persons and their retainers, who have been designated under 
clause 2 (b) and (c), are given in appendix D to the (U R) Local Rules (iv) Seventy* 
five sepoys of the Bharatpur State who have been employed for the protection of 
immovable property owned by the State in the United Provinces should also be 
considered as exempted under this clause They are allowed 15 guns between them 
[India Ko 812 dated the 16th Juno, 1913 and para 2 of Local Rules ] (v) The 
U P Govt has also designated the Wahewatdars (in virtue of their office) of the 
Gwalior Darbar Swanithans at Brindaban, Benares, and Allahabad for exemption 
under clause 2 (b) in respect of tho following firearms — 

(1) Brindaban Temple, district Muttra Six muzzle loading guns 

(2) Benares Triahali Annapurna Chattra Six , , 

(3) Allahabad Swansthan Three , , 

I Added by U P , G 0 No 3170 Vm.l82 dated tho 20th Juno 1925 1 

(2?) Armed guards from Indian States travelling through British India in charge 
of treasure are exempted from the Arms Act under clause 2 id) of Schedule I, to the 
Arms Rules Goverameat has however power to impose conditions to this exemption 
[U P Ko 1983 VI— 708 D , dated the 14th July, 1904 and para 13 of Local 
Rules ] 

(28) (i) In order to prevent needless annoyance to exempted persons every 
district officer should maintain a correct list of all sucb persons in hu district, and 

tins list should be hung up m 
be Vuo iu*cy oi po’fioe oncers to 


district [UP, Ko 448, dated tho 16th April, 1881, Ko 982 VI — 660 D 2 dated the 8th 
April, 1907 and para 14 of Local Rules ] 

(29) (i) In order to obviate the difficulty wbicb certain persons who are exempt 

from the operation of the Arms Act, find m obtaining arms and ammunition from 
dealers who do not know whether they are exempt or not certificate of exemption 
should bo issued by licensing authorities to any exempted person who applies 
for such a certificate [U P No 149 VIII — 243, dated the 20th Jan 1923 and 
para 15 of the Local Rules] (ii) In order to avoid the possibility of annoyance or 
delay if the possession of arms is challenged, a similar certificate may be given 
to exempted persons who wish to proceed with arms outside tho area m which they 
are known 

^ (30) Oistnct Magistrate should report, through the Commissioner, for the orders 
of Government, any case in which an exempted person either makes or permits 
improper use of bis weapons, or persists in Ignoring ordinary precaution for their safe 
custody, or by hia geuetal behaviour proves himaeU unworthy of the pivvilcge of 
exemption"' [fara 16ofU P local Rules] 

(SI)" Para 17 the [UP] Local Buies — Fide notes relating to air guns, m 
Schedule II 

18 
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^(32) Firearms captured from enemies and kept as trophies by a regiment or 
milUary mess should bo rendered unfit to fire. ‘ [India No. 878, dated the 28th May 
1920 and para. 18 of U. P. Local Rules]. ' 

_ (33) Central Provinces. — Under the provisions in the third column of 
ontnoa (3) and (10) respectively in the Table appended to Schedule I to the Indian 
AriD^y 1924| tho Govt, of tlio C. f** htis dcclurcd thiit tlio urms und ammunition 
specified or described in those entries which exomptees may carry or possess for 
tucir porsonnl uso witliin. tho Uiuits of tlio Control Provinces shotll not exceed the 
scales specified in the table below : — 


Number of 
items. 

Paragraphs in 
Schedule I to 
tho Indian 
Arms Rules, 
1924. 

• 

Classes of persons exempted. 

Arjiis 

allowed. 

Ammunition 
allowed to be 
in exemptee’s 
possession 
at one time. 

1 

Paragraph (3) 

j 

Every Maharaja. Raja or Nawab, 
whose title has been conferred or 
recognized by Government ; every 
Peer, Baronet, Knight Bachelor 
and Knight of any Order establish- 
ed by tho Crown. 

3 rifles D. B. 
or S.-B, 2 
shot guns. 
2 revolvers 
or pistols. 

Per rifle, 200 
rounds. 

Per revolver, 
100 rounds. 

2 

Paragraph (10) 

Persons holding swords or other 
arms received by them as gifts 
from the Governor General in 
Coxmcil or a Local Government or 
the Coinmander-in-Cbief. 


100 rounds 
per rifle. 


No limit of ammunition is fixed in the case of shot guns or '22 bore targe 
rifles. If any person proves that he needs ammunition in excess of the scale 
prescribed, he may be allowed a larger quantity. Notn. No. 18-90-VI, d. 7th 
January 1922, is hereby cancelled. (C. P. Notn. No. 429'465-VI. dated the 21st 
August 1924.) 

Note. — S imilar Rule has been made for Berar. (Notn. No. 430-465- VI dated 
the 21st August 1924.) 

(34) Under the provisions in column 3 against entry (6) (f) of the table 
•appended to Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, the Govt, of the 0. P. has 
declared that the exemption of the undermentioned zamindars of the scheduled 
districts from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in sections 13, 
14 and 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, shall be restricted to the arras and ammuni- 
tion specified in columns 3 and 4 of the table appended hereto and the number of 
retainers and the arms to be possessed by each retainer as specified in colums 5 and o. 
Judl. Dept. Notns. Nos. 5069. dated the 30th June 1903, 5636 and 5637, 
dated 19th May 1904 ; and 445, dated the 22nd August 1906, are hereby cancelled. 
(Notn. No. 455-481-VL dated the 28th August 1924.) 
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Names oI zaram 
dan or Jaitirdan 
to wluclj the 
ZAiuuuiar or laKir 
dar belongs 


Bosbangabad ^ 


Khanar 

Dindranawagarh 

Phulihar 

Fingneghwar 


Pandaria 

Pendra 

Korbn 

Champa 

Chhuri 

LapUa 

Khenda 

Matici 

Vproia 

Sab&spur Lolura 

Gandai 

Gonderdehi 

CKoudi Lohara 

ThakurtoU 

Karhaspur 

Sdhets 

Ambasarb Cliouki 
Koracha 
Pflo^haras 
Auudhi 

Ahifi 

Dbanora 

DudhmaU 

Cenardha 

Jliarapapra 

Khutgaoo 

Kotgal 

Jlliiramgaon 

Palasgurh 

Sirsu&di 

SoDgan 

Chandala. 

Gilgaon 

Muraoda 

Potegaon 


Partabgarh Uarrai 

Dhasara Sonpur ‘ 

Gorpam 

Bardhagarh 

Almod 

Pacbmarhi 

Gorakbghat 

Batkagarh 




•i§i 

s|S 

llj 


■HOTE— Lsts showing the names of retainers (including the jagirdart and mpmbers ol the 
lamil;) and the number end nature or the weaoons covered by the exemption will he kept up 
in the District Office 


* The nntnher 6V is to be reduced to 41 on tbe death ot the Jagirdar—Thakur Kardamhah 
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*,(35) Uudor Eulo 3 (1) (&) of the Indian Arms Eules, 1924, it is declared that 
all persons and classes of persons exempted under Schedule I of the said rules shall, 
for the purpose of registering the firearms in respect of which they are exempted from 
the operation of prohibitions and directions contained in sections 13,14 and 15 of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878), furnish the District Magistrate of the districts 
in which they reside, with the necessary particulars of each weapon in the 
following form ; — 

Register of weapons , — [ NOTE. — A separate form should be filled in for each weapon,] 


(I) Name of the person exempted and address 


(2)* Class under which exempted 


(3) Description of weapon exempted — 

(a) Whether a rifle, breech-loading pistol, revolver 

or gun 

(b) Description and boro with maker's name and 

number and other marks, stating the part of the 
weapon on which they are stamped 

(c) Whether single or doub'o barrel 

(d) Whether single shot or magazine and capacity of 

the magazine. If a revolver, number or cham- 
bers for cartridges 

(e) The name of the dealer or person from whom 

obtained, with approximate date 


(4) (a) Signature of person exempted 
(6) Date 


Judl. Dept. Notn. No. 152-2-0-1-V., dated the 23rd April 1920, is hereby cancelled 
(C. P. Notn. No. 457-484- VI.. dated the 28th Aug. 1924.) 
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Tuii Indian Arms Rules. [Schedule II] 


i 


Area. 


Anus, ammunition 


or military stores. 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 


I Provided that in making and estimating the 

test the following conditions shall bo 

observed, namely: — 

(1) the gun or pistol shall bo held horizon- 
tally with tho muzzlo at a distance of five 
foot from tho target. 

(2) tho tost shall bo repeated twenty times 
for each class of projectile which can be 
discharged from tho gun or pistol, and 

(3) perforation shall bo deemed to be effected 
in a case whore tho projeotilo is a dart, 
if the point of the dart pierces the back 
of the target, and in any other case if tho 
projectile passes completely through the 
back of the target. 

(to) Explosives made in small quantities for 
purpose of chemical experiment and not 
for practical use or for sale ; 
and 

. tho following classes of explosives when 
intended bona-fide for private blasting 
purpose: — 

(1) gunpowder in any quantity not e.xceed- 
ing 30 pounds, 

(2) cartridges made with gunpowder and 
not containing their own means of igni- 
tion, and containing in all not more than 


all or any of 
the prohibi- 
tions and direc- 
tions contain- 
ed in the Act 
in respect of 
air pistols or of 
any class there- 
of in the case 
of any class of 
persons or of 
any specified 
area. 


Those contained 
in sections 5 
and 14. 


I Those contain- 
}■ od in section 
1 14. 


in. In Schedule H to the said B 
entries in the second and third coin 
the entry “2. British India" the foL’ 
shall be added, namely: — 


These contained 
in section 6. 



3. Punjab, 
and tho 
Province. 


(viii) Chlorates possessed or sold by"' 
bona fide medical practitioners 
and dispensing chemists in 
accordance with such condi- 
tions as may bo prescribed by 
tho Central Government. 


es 

t- 

le 

li- 

at 

P- 


■ tion are obsery^ \jcAz. . 

Burma (i) Bows and arrows. 

Delhi (i») Uniform swords and dirks manufactured 
in Europe of recognised military or official 
patterns, when possessed by, or intended 
to be supplied to, persons entitled to wear 
them as part of their uniforms. 

(ui) Swords imported for presentation as 
prizes for members of the regular or Auxi- 


liary Forces. 

(iv) In Burma and the Punjab, ornamental 
arms and arms of an obsolete pattern 
possessing only antiquarian value, masonic 
swords, and theatrical and fancy dress 
swords : provided that they are virtually 
useless - for offensive and defensive 


All. 


All. 

All. 


All. 

V 

All. 


purposes. 

(v) Arms which are in the possession of a 
regiment or military mess as trophies or 
curiosities or otherwise solely for purposes 
of ornament or display. 


All. 
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The Indian Aems Rules. [Schedule II] 


Area. 

Arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Prohibitiona and 
directions. 

7. ' Burma and all 
districts on the ex- 
ternal land frontier 
of British India. 

Saltpetre required for medicinal or gold- 
smith’s purposes in quantities not exceed- 
ing 10 lbs. 

All. 

8. That part of the 
Bhavnagar railway 
which lies in the 
Ahmedabad dis- 

trict in the Boaiv 
bayRresideney. 

All arms, ammunition and military stores 
covered by any exemption or parwana 
granted under the Kathiawar State Arms 
Rules or the Kathiawar Agency Arms 
Rules, provided that the conditions" of 
such exemption or parwana are observed. 

Those contained 
in sections 13 
to 15. 

"?9. Burma — 



(a) Generally. 

(i) Lead, except lead in the form of bullets 
and bird-shot. 1 

Those contained 
in seotions 6, 


(») Lead, required in good faith for indus- 
trial or manufacturing purposes (other 
than the manufacture of bullets and bird- 
shot) in quantities not exceeding such 
limits as the local Government may fix. 

All. 


(m) Leaden bullets and bird-shot, in quan- 
tities not exceeding such limits as the 
local Government may fix, when posses- 
sed by persons entitled to possess fire- 
arms. 

All. 


(«) Sulphur in quantities not exceeding one 
seer. 

All. 

(6) In the Arakan 
Hill Tracts. 

(v) Dah\hil^nd® ej<?n^ively’-*S<^ domestic, / 
agricmtuflal 0Peindust\iaI^urp5SBSr 

Spears. 

All. 


NOTES. 

(1) . MADRAS.— Under the proviso in column 3 against entry 1 of Schedule II 
all prohibitions and directions contained in section 5 of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, are retained in respect of the manufacture, conversion or selling or keeping, 
offering or exposing for sale of bayonets, swords and daggers except under a licence 
and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby throughout the Presidency 
of Madras. (Notn, No. 281, dated the 1st Dec. 1922). Under the proviso in column 
(3) against entry 1 of Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules all prohibi- 
tions and directions contained in section 6 of the Indian Arms Act 1878, are retained 
in respect of the import, export and transport of bayonets, swords and daggers, except 
under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby throughout 
the Presidency of Madras. (Notn. No. 73 dated the 22nd March 1923). 

(2) . BOM BAY.— The arms described in the third column of the table hereto 
appended shall, within the areas specified in the second column of the said table and 
in the case of persons or classes of persons specified or described in the fourth 

of the said table be subject to such prohibitions and directions contained in^tne 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, as are indicated in the fifth oolump of the said table, 
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[SoDLE. II — Notes ] The Indian Arms Bodes. 

(4) BENGA.L — Uacoitamty is soraetimes feU as to the general extent to which 
arms other than firearms come within the operation of the Arms Act iQ Bengal The 
position IS as follows — Entry 1 m schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules 1934, 
exempts from the prohibitions and directions m the Act all arms with the exceptiou 
of firearms and weapons of this class, subject to the proviso that the Local Govern- 



arc now in force — 

<0 Daggers — Going armed with daggers and manufacture, conversion and sale 
of daggers without licence ' — (ti) Swords — Manufacture, conversion and sale of 
sword sticks without licence — (tit) Bayonets — Going armed with bayonets and manu 
facture, conversion, sale, importation, exportation and possession of bayonets without 
licence— (iv) Air pistols — Going armed with air pistols and manufacture, conversion, 
sale, importation, exportation and possession of air pistols without licence It is not 
Unlawful under the Indian Arms Act as in force m Bengal to possess or go armed with 
a sword or sword stick but it is unlawful in Calcutta to go armed with a sword or 
sword slick on account of the order under Section 63A (2) (a) of the Calcutta Police 
Act issued annually by the Commissioner of Police I Bengal No 1838 — 1886 PI 
dated the 15th May 1925] 

(5) Under the proviso m column 3 of entry 1 of the table m Schedule II referred 
to in the I A Rules, 1924, the prohibitions and directions coniamed m sectionsS, 6 and 
13 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, are retained in respect of bayonets in all districts in 
the Presidency of Bengal and it is declared that no person lo this Presidency — 

(а) SbaUimanufacture,<eonvert or sell or keep, offer or expose for sale, 

(6) Shall bring or take by sea or land into or out of this Presidency or 

(e) Shall go armed with bayonet except under a licence and m the manner and 
to the extent permitted thereby (Bengal Notn No 1122 PI , dated the 3od April 
1925) 

(б) Under the proviso m column 3 of entry 1 of the table m Schedule II referred 
to in rule 3 of the I A Rules 1924 the prohibitions and directions contained in section 
15 of the Indian Arms Act 1873 (XI of 1178) are retained m respect of bayonets in all 
districts of the Presidency of Bengal and it is declared that no person in this 
Presidency shall have in his possession bayonets except under a licence and in the 
manner and to the extent permitted thereby (Bengal Notn No 1837 Pi dated the 
iSth May 1925) 

(i) Under the proviso m column 3 of entry 2 (nil of the table in Schedule II 
referred to m rule 3 of the I A Rules, 1924, thejirnhjbitiOQs ^d directions contained m 
sections 5 6, and 13 of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (XI of 187^ are retained in respect 
of air pistols of the the kind specihed in bead (nt) of entry 3 of the table in the same 
Schedule in all districts m Bengal and it is declared that no person in this Presidency — 

(a) shall manufacture, convert or sell or keep, offer or expose for sale, 

(b) shall bring or take by sea or by land into or out of his Presidency, or 

(c) shall go armed with air piitols, except under a licence and in the manner 
and to the extent permitted thereby (Bengal Notn No 1123 PI dated the 2nd 
April 1935) 

(>0 Under the proviso In column 3 of eotry 2 (ut) of the table in Schedule II 
referred to in rule 3 of the I A. Rules 1934 the prohibitions and directions contained 
in seotion 15 of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (IX of 1878) are retained in respect of 

if the table in the same Schedule 
it IS declared that no person in 
- , V s air pistols except under a licence 

and m the manner and to the extent permitted thereby (Bengal Notn No 1836 PI 
dated the 15th May 1925,) 

(7) Under the proviso m column 3 of entry of the table m Schedule II referred* 
to m rule 3 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 the prohibitions and directions contained 
m sections 5 and 13 of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (XI of 1878) are retained in respect 
of daggers other than obsolete daggers and those not capable of use for offensive 
and defensive purposes in all districts m the Presidency of Bengal, and that no 
person in this Presidency-- 
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'fiJE Indian Akjis Bulbs. [Sodle. II— NoI'es.I 

(ft) Shall manufacture! convert or sell or keepf offer or expose for salci or 

(6) Shall go armed with daggers, except under a licence and in the manner 
and to the extent permitted thereby. (Bengal Notn. Ko. 1124 PI. dated the 2nd 
April 1925.) 

(8) Under the proviso in column 3 of entry of the table in Schedule II referred 
to in rule 3 of the Indiau Arms Rules, 1924, the prohibitions and directions contained 
in section 5 of the Indian Anns Act, 1878 {XI of 1878), are retained in respect of 
swords and sword-sticks in all districts in the Presidency of Bengal and it is declared 
that no person in this Presidency shall manufacture, convert, or sell or keep, offer or 

" expose for sale the said weapons, except under a licence and in the manner and to 
tho extent permitted thereby (Bengal Notn. No. 1125 Pi, dated the 2nd April 1925). 

(9) A ^ licence is required for going armed with an air-gun or air-rifle, which 
does not satisfy tho test laid down in Schedule II. Such licence should be granted 
In form XVI and in the column for ammunition in the licence may be entered the 
words “lio limit prescribed.” (Bengal Notn. No. 3431 P., dated the 31st March 1913, 
R. and O., para 59, and U. P., U. and O,, para. 17). 

(10) Cases in which difUculty is experienced in determining whether an air-gun 
is a deadly weapon or a toy may bo referred to tho Inspector of Guns and Rifles, 
Ishapore. In the event of rcforoncQ being necessary to the Inspector of Guns and 
Riflos, Ishapore, regarding the classification of an air-gun, the weapons under reference 
should bo sent together with 25 slugs or darts (per weapon) used with it (them). 
The Strawboards used in tho local tost should be set aside pending the result of 
the test by tho Inspector of Guns and Rifles, (India, No. 812— 821, dated the 9th 
Juno 1914). Postal address of Inspector of Guns and Rifles. — The Inspector of Guns 
and Rifles, Ishapore, Nawabganj. Telegraphic address. — “Inspector, Guns,” Isha- . 
pore, Nawabganj. Address or articles consigned by rail, — To be consigned to— 
Superintendent, Rifle Factory, Ishapore Railway Station, Ishapore.) 

(11) Under clause (ii) in column 2, opposite the fourth entry in column 1 of 
tho Table contained in Schedule II to the Indian Arms Rules, and by clause (ii) in 
column 2 opposite the sixth entry in column 1 of the said table, five seers is the 
limit for the possession without licence of leaden bullets and bird-shot in all districts 
in the Presidency of Bengal. Lead pellets for air guns and air rifles should be treated 
as birdshot and leaden bullets should not be possessed, sold, imported, transported or 
exported in quantities exceeding five seers without licence (Bengal No. 4480, P. dated 
the 2nd May and No. 1947 P. J., dated the 6th May 1920). 

(12) Under clause (ii) in column 2 opposite the fifth entry in column 1 of the 
table contained in Schedule II, ten seers is the limit of possession of sulphur in all 
districts of Bengal except those on the external land frontier of British India. 
The same limit is prescribed for districts on the external land frontier of British India 
by clause (iii) in column 2 against the sixth entry in column 1 of the same table. 
(Bengal Notu, No. 4480, P. dated the 5th May 1914. 

((13) UNITED PROVINCES.- The exclusion from the prohibitions and direc- 
tions contained in the A.rms Act granted byentrj'' 1 of Schedule II has not been 
limited in the United Provinces, except temporarily in the case of specified weapon 
in distributed areas. [ Vide entry (1) of Schedule II. ] 

(14) When a notification cancelling the exemption in respect of any weapon is 
issued, the District Magistrate should take immediate steps to have the orders 
proclaimed throughout the area concerned warning all persons of the provisions of 
section 16 of the Arms Act. The cancellation of the exemption will not only apply 
to persons possessing weapons of the description concerned but also to manufactures 
of these weapons since their manufacture without licence will also^ be unlawful. 

A person who is exempted from the provisions of the Arms Act under Schedule 1 
of the Arms Rules, 1924, remains exempt in respect of weapons the exclusion of which 
from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in the Act has been 
cancelled for any specified area by notification. (U. P. No. 611-VIII 418, dated 
the 16th March, 1922.] ^ - . 

(15) Under entry No. (1) of Schedule II appended to the Arms Rules, 1924, 
kirpans carried or possessed by Sikhs have been excluded from the operation of all 
nrohibitions and directions contained in the Arms Act throughout the united 
Provinces. [ U. P. No. 1278-VIII— 221 dated the 2nd May, 1922.] 
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(16) Firearmt captured from enemie* and kept as trophies by a legimeai or 
mUitary mess should bo londered unfit to fire (India Ko 97S, dated the 26th 
May, 1920 ) 

■ . . ms 

. . of 

, , . ■ 4 mn 

he 


Areas ! 

Ammunition or military stores 

Quantity 

exempted 

(1) All districts m the United 

Sulphur 

Ten seers 

Provinces 

Lead required bona fide for in 
duatnal and manufacturing 
purposes (other than for bullets 
and bird shot ) 

Any quantity 

(2) Districts in the United 
Provinces on tho 'exter- 
nal land frontier of British 
India 

Leaden bullets and bird shot 

56 lbs (1 cwt ) 

(3) Other districts in the 
United Ptovinoes 

Leadeu bullets and bird shot 

112 lbs (Uwt) 


[TJ P No 1098 VI— 752 dated tbo 9th May, 1911, and No 804 VI— 62, dated 
tho 18th February, 1915 and Rules on page 66 of United Provinces Arms Buies, 1909 ] 


(18) PUNJAB— ^ 

dietiicta of the Puoiab > 

net exceeding ten seer* 
m the Arms Act (Fun.. 

(19) With lefeience to item 4 (u) of Schedule II— lo all districts of the Punjab, 
except the districts of Hianwalt MuzaSagaib and Dera Gbazi Ehan leaden bullets 
and bird shot in quantities not exceeding one cwt, are exempted from all prohibitions 
and directions contained m the Arms Act (Punjab Notn No 10744, dated the 
5th April 1921 ) 

(20) With reference to item 6 (1) of Schedule II — in the districts of Mianwali 
MuzaSargarh and Dera Obazi Khan, lead required bona (ide for industrial and 
manufacturing purposes (other than the manufacture of bullets and bird shot) m 
quantities not exceeding one cwt , la exempted from all prohibitions and directions 
contained m the Arms Act (Punjab Notn No 10746 dated the 5tb April, 1922 ) 


Notn No 7 111 VI, dated the 14th April 1921 ) 


I of the 
nd 13 of 
daggers, 
s (0 P 


\ (22) Under the first entry m Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules 1920 the 

prohibitions and directions of sections 5 6 and 13 of the Indian Arms Act (XI of 
1878) are retained in respect of bayonets in regard to all classes of persons, and 
throughout the Central Provinces (C P Notn No 684 192 VI dated the 28th 
March 1923) 


(23) Under the provisions m the second column opposite the fifth entry m the 
table appended to Schedule II of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, ten Seers is the 


* Defined as extending from Karachi, round the Punjab, the United Provinces, 
Bengal, Assam and Burma near to Mergui 
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,,s in tlvo firel “v, 

Wtt) tlio xvo«l^ 

omitted', , 

/blsjm’ the words 

,, ,, ^vords 

be subsbit 

1 .11 IvTK omitted 


T‘’'u,o 'I'uWo sot forth u 

toSho soB Hulos ^ 

in thp first ol 

A.. ‘Mho Poiitieal ., -j /^nj directions contained in the 

%YOi‘Clb Government ot V| 29th Nov. 1921 is hereby 

•• '!?; -- shell be substituted. ,1921.) 

^ be omitted. .5 of the table subjoined to 

(i'l) entry dt^ ' '“.“f' —.Cts and bird shot in quantities not 

' ' ' , ....-ur iii quantities not exceeding ten seers in tho- province 

,01 «. u.vu(upteU Iroiu the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in 

tho Indian Anns Act, 1878, (Notn. No. 702 dated tho 5th Feb. 1923.) 


0 sksill^^ 


I his Eules, [Schedule III] 

u in tho Central Provinces from tha 
Uainod in tho Indian Arms Act, 1878 
borcty cancelled. 

(dbicc to items ({) and (u) of entry ( 6 ) 
bief Commissioner has doolarod that 

^ nd manufacturing purposes (other 
mantitics not exceeding one cwt. 

\o lbs in weight, and 


SCHEDULE III.~( 6 ’ee rule 3 of the Indian Anna Rules, 1924, on page 87). 

Aims, Ahmunition and Military Stores excluded. 

l 

•f The arms, ammunition and military stores described in the first column of the 
ibjoincd table are excluded from the operation of the prohibitions and directions 
Maintained in section 6 of tho Act to the extent entered in the second column. 

The Table. 


Arms, ammunition and military store 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 


Any arms, ammunition or military stores brought into 
and landed in bond at, or brought into any port in 
British India and declared under manifest to be con- 
.signments for, any port (other than a port specified in 
entry II of this Schedule) to which export is permitted. 

A'ny arms, ammunition or military stores brought into 
any port in British India and declared under manifest 
to be consignments for any port within the political 
charge of the Political Eesident at Aden or the Politi- 
cal Resident in the Persian Gulf to which export is 
permitted. 

Any arms, ammunition or military stores brought into 
the port of Aden and consigned, whether with or with- 
out transhipment, from any other British port to any 
other port, other than a port on the eastern sea-board 
of Africa to which the shipment of arms is for-the time 
being forbidden by an order of the Political Resident 
at Aden. 


Those relating to 
import. 
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[Schedule IVJ 'I’hk Ihdi.w Auhs Buleu. 


-BnuLB.v. 

spociScd in »t» ■“•’* 

rC£.“S““n'a ?BthVLli. M. .BaK..cJ in ih, ibW coUr„. 
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s »■ 

irca. 
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axnsiacUion. j 

rfL^ib-Uoa ard 

0 — 

0*5 "H 

3d Dulticls, In Iho 
•csidcacy. 
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and Ltetch load* 
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All, cife;t ^ 

rd Uaoi 



all 

Tbwe cttU.crd la H4* 
Hors iSard It. 


long HiU Tracti in 
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® mJcs of any p: 

“ ''Jucli Ma restaclions Jrca. 
le talen out; faJmj iha ^ 

«t.oao,nul.tan:^ocsBSi i 
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*^0» ul 
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(i 


(8) Th. 
K 
n 
T 
F 
ei 
th 
nc 
di 


f] 

SCHE 

C 


Offio 


1 




(IM'he ! 

•rwy 1' 

wyern 
.of md 
(the Ji 
D'^part 


( 2) The 
tary t 
Goverj 
of Bon 
the P< 
Depar 


(i) for the entry in the third colulrin against ‘ 
item (1),- the following- entry shall be substi- 
tuted, namely: — < 

“Ports in French India”; 

(li) in the third column, for clauses (i) and 
(v) relatmg to _ entry (2), the following clauses 
shall be substituted, respectively, namely: — 

“fi) Ports in Poi'tuguese India” and “(v) 
Ports in Iraq". 

(Hi) in the third column for clause («) relat- 
ing to entry (3) the following clause shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(«) Ports in Ii’aq”; 

(iv) In entry (4) — 

(а) in the first column, for the words “The 
Commissioner in Sind” the words “The Secre- 
tary to the Government of Sind” shall be 
substituted ; 

(б) in the third column, in clause (i), for the 
word “Kutch” the word “Cutch” and for 
clause (HI) the following clause shall be subs- 
tituted, namely: — 

“(«f) Ports in Iraq”; 

(v) entry (5) shall be omitted; 

(vi) for entiy (6) the following entry shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“ ( 6) The Resident Any port in Any port in any 

for the States of British India. State in Ka- 

Western India. thiawar or in 

the Cutch 
Stare.” 

(vii) for the entry in the first column relat- 
ing to item (7) the following entry shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(7) The Agent to the Governor General, 
Eesident and Chief Commissioner in 
Baluchistan, and the Political Agent, 
Kalat”; 

(viii) for the entry in the first column relat- 
ing to item (8) the following entry shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(8) The Eesident for the Madras States." 


:edule IVJ 



>n page 9S.)—’ 
in states 


pditioas. 


4 
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OW 
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Officers 

Ports from 
which thoymay 
grant licences 
to export 

Porta to which they may 
grant licences to export 

Conditions 

1 

2 

1 ' 

4 

(3) The Chief 

Calcutta 

(v) ports within tho politi 

1 oa} jurisdiction of thff 
High Commissioner, Iraq 

i 

1 

1 

1 (t> Ports witbm the poh 

For sporting rifles (other 
than spoitlsg nSes tak 
mg ammunition of 303 
or 450 bore) sporting 
shot guns and sporting 
ammunition (other than 
ammunition which can 
bo used in rifles of 303 
or 450 bore), not intend 
od for sale or for mlH 
tary purposes, but for 
the personal use of tho 
consignee and foe ex 
plosives required for 
commercial purposes 

Secretary to 
tho QoTorix 
moat of 
Bengal 


tical jnnsdlction of the 

1 Political Resident in the 
, Persian Gulf and 
(ti) ports Within the poh 

1 

For sporting rifles (otbei 

(4) The Com 

1 

1 

1 

Karachi 

. tical jurisdiction of the 1 
1 HighCommissioncr, Iraq 

i 

(0 Ports Within tho torri ■ 

than sporting rifles tak 
mg ammunition of 303 
or 450 bore) sporting 
shot guns and sporting 
ammunition (other than 
ammunition which can 
be used In rifles of 303 
or 450 bore) not intend 
ed for sale or for mill 
tary purposes, but for 
the personal use of the 
consignee 

missloner m 
Sind 


, tory of His Highness the 

1 Maharao of Kutoh 


1 

(5)ThoPoliti 1 

Aden 

(tt) ports within tho poll 
tical jurisdictiOD of the 
Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf and 

(tu) porta witbm the poh 
tical jurisdiction of the 
High Commissioner, Iraq 

(i) Any port on the coast 

Ditto. 

cal Resident I 
at Aden I 


1 of Africa or Arabia (other 
than a port on the latter 
. coast which is withm tho 
political jurisdiction of 

1 the High Commissioner 
Iraq) and 

(lO any port on the coast 
of Arabia which is within 
tho political jurisdiction 
of the High Commis 
sioner, Iraq 

Ditto 


20 
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The Indian Arms Rules. [Schedule Vij 


OlFicora. 

Ports fro 2 n 
which they may 
grant licences 
to export. 

Ports to which they may 
grant liconcea to export. 

Conditions. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

(6) Tho Agent 
to the Gover- 
nor General 
in the States 
of Western 
India. 

Bombay and 
Karachi. 

Any port in any State in 
Kathiawar or in tho 
Kutch State. 

i 

(7) Tho Agent 
to tho Gover- 
nor-General 
and Chief 
Co lumis- 
8 i 0 u 0 r in 
Baluohistan 
and tho Poli- 
tical Officer 

TT y *. 

Any port in 
British India. 

Any port on tho Makran 
Coast which is within 
their respective political 
jurisdiction. 

X 


> * I ' • • . . . - t 

In Sehodule V to the said Rules, after entry | 
(8) tile following entry shall be inserted, v 
namely : — 


“(9) The A'ciifc to 
tiio Ciovornor 
General for the 
Deccan States 
and Resident 
at Kolhapur. 


Any port in 
British India. 


Any port in 
the Dcccan 
States ”, 


es, 1924, page 96.] 


B? LAND OE RIVER 


TO ANY PLAGE BEYOND THE irRONflEU UN BRITISH INDIA. 


Officers. 

Place. 

Conditions. 

1 

2 

3 

'.,SG.ipcj\r ml 

.10 

;Uramn.iaAO£) ' 

\,IL) 

(6) Bqmbax, or 
(c) Bengal. 

}) The C o m m i 3 - 
sioner of Police 
in Madras. 

Any i 

Freacb. Seb- 
tlemonts in 
the Madras 
Presidency. 

For the export of ammimition Intended 
- -^-'"sly for the use of a public railway or 
er public work. 

__ persons who would be exempted in British 
India from the ordinary prohibitions of the 
Act and subject to the following conditions 
, so far as those conditions apply to the cir- 
. cumstances of the case, namely : — 



(a) The consignment for export shall consist 
only of arms and ammunition in reasonable 
quantities and personal use ; 

{b) the consignee shall be one of the persons 
or shall belong to one of the classes of 
persons, mentioned in Schedule I ; and 
(c) the Commissioner shall keep a list of such 
licences. 
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^3) W Tho Com5 
sJoncr of P< 
in towns of— 

(а) Madras. 

(б) Bombay. 
Ic) Calcutta, 
(d) Rangoon, 
(ii) Tho DiSj 

Magistratsj 
other placoi 


I (0 The Con 
sloncr of F 
in the towns 

(a) Madras, t 

(b) Bombay , 
(111 The Dj 

Commissi 
of Folic 
Calcutta 


(t) In the first column, in sub entry (i) of 
entry (3) the words, brackets and letter “and 
(cf) Rangoon” shall be omitted, 

(ii) m entry (8) — 

(а) in the second column, m clause (tt) the 
tvord “Chitrar* shall be omitted, 

(б) m the third column — 

^x) the word “Chitral”, where it occurs 
for the first time, shall be omitted, 

(i/) in clause (d) for the words "Agents to 
the Governor General in” the words 
“Residents for”, for the words “Poll* 
tical Officer for Dir’ the words 
‘Political Agent for Dir’, for the 
words “Assistant Political Officer m 
Chitral” the words “Assistant Politi- 
cal Agent at Chitral”, and for the 
words “Political Officer, Tochi, or the 
Political OflScer, Wana according as 
the consignment js for Toehi or for 
elsewhere in Wazmstan” the words 


“Political Agent for North or South 
Wazmstan, as* the case may be”, o 

shall be substituted Tudia. 

I ^Tam'^iiired'for tbB paiaoua. use of 
I peraoDS, or members of tho classes specified 


5) Tho District Mabe 
Magistrate of 
Malabar. 


[6) The Secretary to Portuguese 
the Government India 

of Bombay In the 
Political Depart- 
ment 

(7) (o)ffbe Secretary Pondicherry 

to/ the/ Gwerfi- and the 

nmnt cd Madras olherFrencb 

id th? Jndlclal Settlements 

Deparimei^ / In the Mad- 

I ras Presi- 

dency. 


Thk India?? Aiims Budes. [Schedule VI] 


Officers. 


Place. 


Couditlona. 


(6) The Chief Scoro- 
tary to the 
Government of 
Bengal. 

(8) The District Magis- 
trate of Meerut. 


Ohandorna' 

gore. 


(i) Any State 
in India, and 


(u) Kurram, 
Chitral and 
Waziristan. 


For the_ export of ammunition only to States 
in India ; and for the export of arms and 
ammunition to Kurram, Ohitral and Wazi- 
ristan, subject to the following conditions, 
namely : — 

(а) the consignment for export shall consist 
only of sporting ammunition or sporting 
arras and ammunition in reasonable quan- 
tities for the personal use of the consignee ; 

(б) the consignee shall be one of the persons 
or shall belong to one of the classes of 
persons specified in the proviso to clause (a) 
of sub-rule (1) of rule 39 ; and 

(c) the Magistrate shall keep a list of all 
licences issued by him ; and 

(d) copies of licences covering consignments 
to States in Central India or Rajputana 
shall bo sent to the Agents to the Governor- 
General in Central India and Rajputana, 
respectively. In the case of Chitral, when 
the ammunition is to be exported by way 
of Peshawar, the Magistrate shall send a 
copy of the licence to the Political Officer 
for Dir, Swat and Chitral for communica- 
tion, when necessary, to the Assistant 
Political Officer in Chitral. If the consign- 
ment is forwarded by way of Kashmir, a 
copy of the licence shall be sent to the 
Resident. In the case of Waziristan, the 
Magistrate shall refer to the' Political Offi- 
cer, Tochi, or the Political Officer, Wana, 
according as the consignment is for.Tpobi 
or for elsewhere in Waziristan. 


(9) The District 
Magistrate of 
Rawalpindi. 


Kashmir.. (a) The consignment for export shall consist 
only of sporting ammunition in reasonable 
quantities for the personal use of the 
consignee ; 

(d) the consignee shall be one of the persons 
or shall belong to’ one of the classes of 
persons specified in the proviso to clause (a) 
of sub-rule (1) of rule 39 ; and 
(c) the Magistrate shall keep a list of all 
licences issued by him. 


ilO) The District 
- Magistrate of 
Delhi, Karachi 
and Lahore. 


Any State ‘ in 
India. 


Ditto.’ 





“ L 

Agent j. 

O"!’' U e J t ■ “ 

;%^st\su.n, 

iii) SVbi. aud 

(Hi) ^‘^^^QoUecloral 
{in) poUUoa^' 

aod \ 

Officois w 

^u,) Dbatwar. 

(»||B.“'’ 

U ®"rVoU«enll 

'"’oBeei in «“!- 

DeP'^^^ I 

"sfe"-' 

j^intia Hills > 
the yolltlcal) 
1^' office* 

Slhhiia •, \ 

Political 

(o ) all a a d 

'■^^Offiocf Com-' 

mlesioaeiB ^ gt 

S’"- 

ptoatiei 
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1 Conditions. 



' 3 

! 

(r) the Fohtlael.i 

i 1 



tno/’oontral 
PiovinceV ^ho 
may bave^ateB 
fia India ^rahin 
tbeii poUtTcal 
charge ; and 

fs) the Agents to 
the Gorcrsor 
for Rampur, 
Benaioa and 
Tehri States. 

(12) (a) Tho Secre- 
tary to tbs 
QoTemment of 
Bombay in the 
Political Depart- 
ment ; and 

^6/ the Chief Secre- 
tary to theQov* 
ernment of 
Bengal 


(13) The Chief Score- 
taiy to the Gov- 
ernment of 
Burma. 


Any place 
within the 
Political 
jurisdiction 
of fiia Bri- 
tannic Ma- 
jesty’s Con- 
sul General 
and Agent of 
the Govem- 
m en t of 
India in 
Khorasan or 
of His Bri* 
taonio Ma- 
jesty's Con- 
sulforSistan 
and Sain. 


Any State in 
India within 
the political 
charge of the 
Gpyerninent 


Subject, Jd iho case of expoii- to 
China, to the condition Ih'tfr the c>.»u 
has obtained sancvlon 
cooBigameat from the 
authorities concerned. 
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Persons 


Aims and Ammunition 


pormiited to wear 
calling on Govern 
e rank which they 
^tirement 


Revolvers which formed part 
of equipment as a police 
officer, together with a 
reasonable quantity of Um 
munition for the same 


(6) Tho heirs or successors of persons holding swords 
or other arms received by them as gifts from tho 
Governor General in Council or a local Governn.ent 


Such arms as were received 
as gifts, together, with, 
where necessary, a reason* 
able quantity of ammunition 
for the same 


^7) Government servants whose possession of arms — I Such arms and ammunition j 
uoh possession nqt being exempted from tho provi I as are specified in the / 
' otisof tho Act underseotionl lb) thereof — is declared { declaration 
« the Local Government to be in the public interest 

i ! “ Sueli arms and ammunition, as 

^ '-rNOT^ 




considered reasonable by the 

ai Under sub rule (3) of rule 41 lDo» i Magistrate, Ajmer Merwara ” 
n the fee payable m retpcct of the grant oi « nngie licence in xuriu aiii \iiuw 
1) under rule 29 (now 33) of the said rules for the possession of a single firearm 
er than a rifle pistol or revolver, or in respect of the renewal of such licence 
iia) Notn No 1314 of the 9tb June 1921 


SCHEDULE 


1 Hail Singh (Christian) of village Barobagb, tabsil Kotgarh district Simla 

2 Budh Raj (Christian) of village Saraga tahsil Eotgarb district Simla 

3 T al Singh (Ranait) of village Dhali tabail Eotkiiai, district Simla 

4 Dhani Bam of village Nauza, tahsil Cotgarb district Simla 
J i?*shr AVnij' Ajw •SifXci'iSs 

district Simla 

6 Samoa Kanatt of village Dalaa tabsil Kotgarh, district Simla 

7 Galeb Singb son of Bud Siogb, village Dakabal tahsil Eotkbai, 

Simla 


8 Dirjoo sonofFandoo Kanait of village Koti tahsil Kotkhai, district 

Cv(2) Officers holding Commission >n the Auxiliary and Temtonal isces ere 
not exempted from payment of licence fees in respect of private arxos. JJl varrant 
officers, non commissioned officers and men in these forces are hawevsr 
under item (1) (o) of Schedule VII of the I A R 1924 from paym^ JcHasc* ft®* 
in respect of all arms which they possess under a hcenco In Form XvL r exemp- 
tion from payment of licence fees does not however eoLiBe ihss 3^ m 

licences except m accordance with the orders lO force from -i-rrix. 

issue and renewal of licences Tho restrictiona on the S5»»i sc ssacwserx .m 
graph 58 (of the Bengal Rules and Orders) apply in shsi*- 
Nos 976 1003 PI D dated the 22nd Sept X924 and 
29th November 1924 ) 

(3) Tho possession of a Kukri by 3 member of 
Department of the Bombay Engineering Crde »Jj^£X- 
■ of public interest under entry No (7) of behedute "’H ’ 
dated the 21st June 1927 ) 


« 3^ JjjC T^teSTWTU 

IS- *- 




i’HK Indian Aems Rules. [Schedule Vlllj 

Form I. — (See Rules S, 23 and 30.) 


Free of all fee. 


import 

Licence for the transport of cannon, articles designed for torpedo service, war-rockets, 
possession > 

or machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition. 


COLUMNS TO BE FILLED UP 

0 

1 . 

Mill ■! 


M 

P . 

Oli TRANSPORT. 

Period for which 
licence is valid. 

4i» 

0 P 

JP P4 

ta « 

0 2 

<*-4 

0 ^ • 

a 0 

0 js 

ado 

Place of des- 
, tination. 

Name, des- 
cription and 
residence of 
consignee. 

Use to which t 
cles are to be 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


*T3 Q> 

a ^ 
w a • 

2:S a 

a 

p<in 4-1 
M <==• 
W -kS 

“ ® d 

“ § 

<D-0 

S’S'S 
? 5 

^ M d 


CO 

o 

to 

rt 

o 

c3 

P« 

<4~t 

o 

u 

0) 

a 

p 

525 


I <*-* 1 
O ° 

03 t-k 

P« o CO 
CO i? 

jQ :2 *-• 

Sr:; 

djd 
> O 

^ o 

P Q 
0^0 

^ p 
2* 3 o 

O ca Q CO 
M S OJ 

m ,2 ra I— < 

O O 


A 


CO 

o 


c;} 

O 

0 

a 

p 

{2i 


y/fg j[^ 


The of 19 


Date on which a copy is sent to 

the Comriissio7te x of Police 

District Magistrate of the 

district. 




[Signature) 


Secy, to the Oovf. of India, 

Home Department. 


Conditions. 


1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arras 
Act. 1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. In oases of import or transport — 

(а) bulk shall not be broken before the articles reach the place of destina- 
tion, and 

(б) the articles shall be delivered only to a person lawfully entitled to 
receive them. 

3. In cases of import by land or river, or of transport, an account of the 
contents of each package shall be legibly written thereon. 

4. In cases of transport by rail, each package shall be marked with the word 
“cannon,” or, as the case may be, in such a manner as to be readily recognizable by 
the -railway authorities. 












[SoHEoaiiE Vlirj The TNni*« t>. 

(23) In Scbedulo VIII to thfl said Uulcs- 

(j) in Form H — 

(a) lot the words "Secretary to the Gov- 
^ ' ernment of Modtoa" the 

“Board o£ Revenue m Madras shall 
be substituted; 

(b) the words “at Aden in such 
ment warehouse as the Political 

dent may irom time to apr^mt , 

in this behalf and elsewhere c hall 
be omitted 


10 !} 


tloa aad 
residence 
of licensee 
end 
agent 
(if any) 

1 


I s 


A&US. 


a- 

ja 

'A 


‘ 


on irtLiTARY 
sroncs 


Wcisht 
la iters 
or 

number. 


„ '*r srheTf- 

; ^ E -5 ^ to Le deyjii' Pis-y^i S 


S' ** s s 


tedfcrt, 

^ 7 wL,:btLe7 
2 tre {.5 t*e 
^ 5 


'■tr 

ibe Iiwsji* jfc 


rse- 



Zt^Tvierj, ii iXi 'yv'frtyr^S'f ZCx.iria^ 


ISTS, 


CvbiJt:. 
tv * 


-S-IS -yvKu-JU '•J. VA- Xs5# 


* * 


y, w a**«5uc t^tu® Jbv 

•y v<« t ..V '£ 
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The Indian Arms Rules. 
FORM III.— ^iSee Eule 10.) 


[Schedule VIII] 


Fee— 

(a) where granted under rule 10 (1), five RUPEES ; 

(b) where granted under rule 10 (2), FREE OF ALL FEB. 

Licence for the import of ai'tns, ammunition or military stores by land or river. 


Name, 
description 
and resi. 
dencQ of 
licensee 
and agent 
(if any). : 

i 

Number of packages, j 

ARMS, 

Ammunition 
OR Military 
Stores. 

Place of despatch 
and route. 

Purpose for which 
. required. 

Place'of destination. { 

Name, description 
and residence of 
consignee. 

Period for which 
the license is 
valid. 

Description. 

Number. 

Description. 

Weight 
in seers 
or 

number. , 

1 

1 

1 ^ 

1 

i 3 

I 1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 j 

1 8 , 

!i 

1 

1 

11 



1 1 

i f 

j 1 

i 

1 

1 

1 



L 


From the 

to the 

1(> 



(Signature). 

Commissioner of Police 

District Magistrate of the district. 


Political Officer for the State., 

Jhe of 10 . Date on which a copy is sent to the 

Political Officer for the State [rule 10 (S.)] 

District Magistrate of the district [rule 10 (4)]. 

Ike of 19 . I Station Master at the station [rule 10 (6)). 



Conditions. 

1, This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. The articles shall not be conveyed by any route other than that specified in 
column 7 ; and bulk shall not be broken, nor shall the consignment be stopped, berore 
the articles reach the place of destination. 

' 3. An account of the contents of each package shall be legibly written thereon ; 

and where the articles are conveyed by rail, each package shall be marked with the 
word or expression “Arms" -“Ammunition,” or Military Stores,” as the case may he, 
so as to be readily recognizable by the railway authorities 
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[SoHEDTOE VIII The Indian Aemb Eules. 

FOBM IV— /See Buie IS.) 


Fee— 

la) where granted under Rule 15 (2) ia) to (d). TEN RUPEES, or 
in the case referred to m Rule 46 (2), ONE RUPEE , 

{b) where granted under Rule 15 (2) {e)^ FREE OF au. Fee. 


Licence /or the export by sea of arms. ammuntlu>n or mthtary stores from the port 
of— ——’—to the port o f — 


I 


Name, 
description 
and resi 
dence of 
licensee 
and agent 
(If any). 


AiiMUSWlOS 
OB MttITARY 

Stores 


Weight 
in seora 


S g-g . 
S S rt 


period for which the 
licence is ralid^ 




From tbe~ 



The -—of 19 

The of— 19 

The of 19 


( C 'oCTwitSSiower of Police 
XDistnct ifapistr ate of the 


ent to the 


— -district 


-diStnct 


(Signature) 



Conditions 


1 This licence la granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2 Where the consignment is to be despatched to an Indian port, the licence 
shall not be valid for export to any port Other th^n that entered ip column 7, 




V 


in Form V, for the words “Secretary to 
thi ^Government of India, Foreign and Pohtioal 
Deoartment" the words Seeretaiy io 
Central Government, _ External Aiaire Depart- 
ment’’ shall be substituted; 


JLE YIII] 


■pEK— F ive rupees. 


Names, 
description 
and resi- 
dence of 
licensee 
and agent 
(if any). 



The- 


-of- 


-19 


The- 


-f — 19 ■ b 

Condltions a« similar to those of Form III. 


''jr 

'Bale enrich a 

••• •** 


form Buie 17 ). 


FEErrElS-S-BHEJ^ 


(Hi) in Form Vi — j^ej| aou,ee>_ -r^g 

(a) for the heading the foUowmg tutaitmn or mi 

'■ ' _i._n n.. o„V,aW4-,nf,P.d. namelv:- nvoliticai reia 


iteil 


\Mion or vnlitary stores to 
State 


lor Tine ue<AUiJ-x.Q uiAv — — — « 
shall be substituted, namely :- 

^‘Licence for the export by land 
of arms, ammunition or 'i 

stores to w the . • 

State”: and 

(b) for the words “Secretary to th 
^ emment of India, Foreign and 
cal Department” the words 
to the Central Government, F 
Affairs Department” shall be 
tuted ; 


lition or mimuiy sug 

n political 

ent of- ■ 



Conditions are 


similar to those of Fom' I «• 
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SoHEDULE VIIIJ The Indian Akus IIudes 


FORM VIL— fJfee Sidle S4 ) 

Fee—Ten Rupees. 

Licence for the <ranspori or military stores. 


Karoe, description 
and residence of 
licensee and agent 
(if any) authorized 
for tho purpose of 
this consignment 

Licensee’s place of 
business, if any. 

Kumbor of packages 

ABUS 

AMUCKITION 
OB military 
Stores. 

Place of despatch, 
route and mode of 
transit 

Place of destination 

Name, description 
and residence of 
consignee. 

Period for which the 
licence is'valid 

Description 

Number 

Description. 

Weight 
ID seers 

or 

number. 

1 


3 

4 

5 


7 

8 

9 

10 

u 


The~of—10 



on which the previous sanction 


[Signature), 


The— of— 19 


[rule £4 (S) (6)1. 

Magistrate at—^lrute £4 (5)) 



Commissioner of 
Foitce 

District Magie 
irate of the—— 
—district. 


The 0 / 19 . 

Conditions 1 to 3 are similar to those of Form III 

4. The articles shall be deliTered only to a person lairfully entitled to reoelvo them 


FORM VIII.— (See Rules S6 and S7 ) 

Fee— Ten Rupees 

Licence for of arms, ammunition or military stores, 

export and re import ) 


Name, description 
and residence of 
licensee and agent 
(If any) authorised 
for the purpose of 
this consignment 

Licensee's place of 
business, if any. 

M 

d 

n< 

S 

Abus 

AUMUNITIOn 
OR MIUTABY 
Stores 

Place of despatch 
route and made of 
transit 

Place of destination. 

2 ° 
o, g 

O g 

a ” 

Period for which the 
licence is valid. 

i 

a 

a 

Number 

Description 

Weight 
in seers 

or 

□umber 

1 


3 

4 

,1 


7 

3 

9 

10 

11 


le — oj — 19 . ^ 


Date On which copy is sent to the 

(a) 


The— of— 19 . (6) 


The— of— 19 


otUr PoUt^lOJdc^ __ 
itceTietny authority 

V 27 {g) ) 

Di«(ricf Jlfapjs/nite of District 

( - 


2? (2) m ) 

(c) S'fafion Master at the....Railioay Station 


( Rule^m.^\ 

\ S7(g)io)J 


Signature 


Political officer 
oSicer specially 
empowered under. 
Rule S7. 

. .S—ts 


Conditions are similar to those of Licence Form VII. 
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(The Indus Asms IIdies. [SoiiEDULE VlII] 

FORM IX. — [See Rule 28 (i) (a).] 


FBE~-¥wBM«r Rupees. 

Licence to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or military 
stores (other than breech -loading rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for rifles.) 


O 

Name, des- 

h4 

cription 

O 

and resi- 

rO 

dence of 

s 

licensee. 


and of duly 

, ^ <0 

W3 

authorised 

"ta ® 

,2 

S5- 

agent or 
' agents if 
any. 

1 

CO 

1 

2 


O 

.cS 


c 

£ 

*0 

O 

O 

o 

cd 

PL, 


Description and 


Description and 
-Qsantitxloe 



The- 


-of- 


-10 


'*D’u) in Forms IX and X- 

(a) m the la«t column o£ ° 

_ ” shall bs pini^6dj_„ — 

(M b Condition 11, the "®; “ 

^ Sind, by the Commissionei m bind 

shall be omitted: 

( 0 ) condition 13 shaU be omitted; and 
(d) oonditione U and 15 shall bd renum- 

W ,Q u rftsneotivelY 


Date and year of renewal. 

oerea ao 

Date on which the renewed 
licence expires. 

Signature of Commissioner of 
Police or District Magistrate, 



1 


' 



Conditions. 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and the Indian Arms Rules, 1934. 

3. The licensee shall maintain registers of all arms manufactured or converted, 
of all ammunition and military stores manufactured, of all stock in hand, aud of all 
sales in such form as the local Government may direct. 

3. He shall exhibit his stock and his registers on the demand of any Magistrate 
or any Police officer of a rank not below that of Inspector, or, if the local Government 
so directs, of Sub-Inspector. 

4. (i) He shall affix on a conspicuous part of his place of business, factory or 
shop a signboard, on which shall -be painted in large letters in English and in the 
vernacular of the District his name and the words “Licensed to manufacture (or 
"Licensed to deal in” as the case may be) arms, ammunition and military stores.” 

(2) He shall also affix in his place of business, factory or shop a copy of sec- 
tion 28 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, either in English or in the vernacular 
of the District. 

5. He shall at the time of purchase of arms, in the North-West Frontier 
TfovfhcSat the time of purchase of all ammunition and elsewhere at the time of 
purchase of ammunition for rifles other than '22 bore, revolvers or pistols, endorse 
upon the licence of every purchaser holding a licence in Form XVI, XVJI, XVIII, 
XIX or XX— 
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(o) tlie name, description and rcaidenoe of tlie person who takes delivery of the 
articles sold. .. 

(d) the nature and quantity of the artioloieold nrid 

i ■ • • jter the number 

and n . . . 


tu. oAccbS 01 tae maximum winch may bo nxed by the local Government for such 
person and which is endorsed on such person's licence 

9 He shall not sell arms, ammunition or military stores elsewhere than at tho 
place of buamessi factory or shop specified m column S 

IQ Ho shall not soH arms ammunition or miUiaty stores to an Indian o^cer, 
non-commissioned oSicer or soldier or His Majesty s luoian Forces, unless such 
' . . r permit signed by his Commanding OfScer, and 

> conditions specified in such pass or permit 

* rnment arms, ammunition or military stores, or, 

> this bohalf by the local Government or in 8md 

I, ' ' - , -eep or soil revolvers manufactured out of India or 

magazine pistols 

iPipfanafion —For the purposes of this condition, — 
tj. (a) "Government arms" means a firearm or other weapon which is the pro 
*S. 

• ean, 

any 


from 


• • * . local area m Burma, tho 

. sell arms, ammunition or 

e sanotton m writing of the 

~ . . ‘..u resides or of the Commls 

Sioner of Police, if the person resides in Rangoon 

(2) Hothmg m this condition shall be deemod to apply to sales to or for 
the use of— 

(a) Any person who is exempted under entry (1), (4) or (6) (e) of tho table 
appended to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Buies, 1924. from the pro 
s.uA •t/tnt-vitfeA Va Vi Va Vi tA Ms* VTiim’a 

Arms Act. 1878, or 

~ a any list compiled by the District 

in) In Schedule VIU to the said Rules— ho declares that he purchases for his 


(а) In condition 14 of each, of Forms 

IX and X sub-clause (6) of 
clause (5) shall he omitted and 
sub clause (c) shall be re-lettered 
as sub-clause (b) 

(б) In Form XI — 

(I ) in the heading to column 1 the 
ivords “ and of duly autho- 
rised agent or agents, i£ 
any " shall be omitted ; 
and 


for any local area m the Hoith- 
han district or the Isa Khel tahsil of 
hall not, save as berem otherwise 
ires to, or for usb of, any person 
igistrate of the district in which 

med to apply to sales to or for 

y {!), C2). 131, (4) or (6) (d) of the 
lanArms Rules 1924, from the 
In sections 13 to 15, of the Indian 

ina of the NoithWest Frontier 
8) and (9) of Schedule LV to those 


) m the heading to column 2 
after the word “ licensee 
the words “ and of duly 
authorised agent or agents, 
if any ” shall be inserted. 


on at tho nearest police station 
iry stores coveted by the licence 
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FORM Xl-contd. 

(2) Ho shall also affix in his place of business, factory or shop a copy of 
section 2S of tho Indian Arms Act, 1S78, either in English or in the vernacular of 
the district. 

5. ^ Ho shall at tho time of purchase of arms, in tho North-West Frontier Province,^*.. A 
at tho tinio of purchuso of all ummunition, and elsewhere at the time of purchase of 
ammunilirn for rifles other than ‘22 bore, revolvers or pistols endorse upon the licence 

of every purchaser holding a licence in form XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX or XX- 

(o) the name, description and residence of the person who takes delivery of 
tho articles sold, 

(6) tho nature and quantity of tho articles sold, and 

(c) the date of sale, 
and shall sign the endorsement, 

6. Ho shall at the time of the sale of a weapon enter in his register the number 
and marks, if any, stamped on the weapon at tho time of manufacture. 

7. He shall give information of all sales of arms, ammuniticn and military 
stores to such person and in such inauner as the Local Government may direct. 

8. Ho shall not sell broech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for 
rifles elsewhere than at tho place of business, factory or shop specified in column 3. 

9. He shall not keep Government arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Explanation — For the purposes of tin's condition — 

(«) “Government arms*’ means a firearm or other weapon which is the 
property of tho Government ; and 

(6) “Government ammunition’’ and “Government military stores” mean, 
respectively, ammuuition and military stores manufactured in any, Government 
factory, or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

10. He shall not sell arms, ammunition or military stores to an Indian officer, 
non-commissioned officer or soldier of His majesty’s Indian Forces, unless such person 
produces a written pass or permit signed by his Commanding Officer, and then only 
to tho extent and on the conditions specified in such pass or permit. 

H. (1) Where the licence is granted in and for any local area in Burma, the 
licensee shall not, save as herein otherwise provided, sell breech-loadirg rifles, rifle 
ammunition or military stores for rifles to, or for the use of, any person without the 
sanction in writing of the District Magistrate of the district in which such person 
resides, or of tho Commissioner of Police if the person resides in Rangoon. 

(2) Nothing in this condition', shall be deemed to apply to sales to, or for 
tho use of — 

(a) any person who is exempted under entry (1), (4),-or (6) (e) of the table 
appended to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, from the prohibitions and • 
directions contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, or 

[b) any person whose name is included in any list compiled by the District 
Magistrate for this purpose, and who declares that he purchases for his own use. 

12. (1) Where the licence is granted in and for any local area in the North-West 
Frontier Province, or the Dera Ghazi Xfaan district or the Isa Khel tahsil of the 
Mianwali district of the Punjab, the licensee shall not, save as herein otherwise 
provided, sell breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for rifles to, 
or for the use of, any person without the sanction in writing of the District Magis- 
trate of the district in, which such person resides. 

(2) Nothing in this chndiiion shall be deemed to apply to sales to, or for 
the use of — 

(a) any person who is exempted under entry (1), (2), (3), (4), or (6) (d) of 
the table appended to Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. from the prohibi- 
tions and directions contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Indian Arms Act, 1873, or 

(b) any person whose name is included in any list compiled by the District 
Magistrate for this purpose, and who declares that he purchases for his own use. 

13. The licensee shall forthwith give information at the nearest police-station of 
the loss or theft of any arms, ammunition or military stores covered by the licence. 
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FORM XII— [Sm Rule as (2)J 


Feb— (a) where the licensee already holds a llceoso in Form X, — FREE OF ALE CHARGES. 
(6) m all other cases- TEK RUPEES 

Licence to sell and 1 eep for sale breech loading rifles, parts of breech loading rifles, 
rifle ammurnfiort or wiihlorjf stores for nfies 


licence. 

Name, description 
and residence of 
licensee, and of 
duly authorised 
agent or agents, 
if any 

g 

a 

.Q 

w. O. 
o o 
O'® 


2 

3 







Description 
quantity o: 
munition 
military st 

Date on which the licence 
expires 

1 

1 

5 

6 


In Surma— 

The 3lst March, 19 — 
Elsewhere — 

The 31st December, 19 — . 



Conditions 1, 2 and S, are identical mth those of License FORH X 

place of hnsinecB or shop a 
English and in the vernacular 
deal m breecb'Ioading rifles. 

(2) He shall also affix in hiB place of business or shop a copy of section 28 of 
the Indian Arms Act 1878, in English or m the vernacular of the district 

Conditions 5, 6 and 7 are similar io conditions S, 6 and 7 of Licence Form IX. 

8. He shall not sell arms, ammunition or military stores elsewhere than at the 
place of business or shop specified in column 3. 

Conditions 9 to 13 are similar io the corresponding conditions of Form XI 
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i'' i"*,' ■ ■'■ 


iiiDUiiE. vnr 


FOEM XV-~[8ee Rule S2.y ' " ' ' i - 
Fee — ( a) For each breoch-loading pistol or revolver, — ^T en EbPEES.':-'.; i- 
(6) For any other breeoh-loading weapon — F ivb'EUPEes,;, T T,; 

(c) For other weapons — HEIGHT ANNAS in disarmed districts, and i-'OUU ann'\! 
elsewhere, for each weapon. 

The above-mentioned fees are for licences granted for periods-of one year or less 
& liceuco la this Form may be granted for any period exceeding one vc:ir and noi 

exceeding three years, in which case a compounded fee shall be levied. ' Vi y 

Licence for the possession and use, for the purpose of target practice, of firearitiyf 

and ammunition. >' ' ' 


Serial number 
of licence. » 

Name, description 
and location of 
mess, club or , 
association. 

ARMS OR AMMUNITION THAT 
LICENSEE IS ENTITLED 

TO POSSESS. 

Place within 
which the 
licence is 
valid. 

Date on ; 
which the 
licence, ■; ; 
_ expires/ 

Description. 

Quantity. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 - 









fhe of 19 



(Signature) . ’ ’ 

Commissioner of Police r-^ir 

District Magistrate ^ '—y. 

0 / the -district: 

Sub-Divisional Magistrate of the district 

Conditions. 


1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms 'Adti 
1878, (XI of 1878), and of the Indian Arms Eules, 1924 

2. It covers only the mess, club, or association named and the arms arid 
ammunition described therein. 

3. The mess, club or association, at the time of purchasing any new arras, and 
in thSTJ^tE-AV'est^Froirtigr Provlnoe^^at the time of purchasing ammunition, and ' 
elsewhere at the time of purchasing ammunition for rifles other than ‘22 bore,; 
revolvers or pistols shall cause the following particulars to be endorsed upon its’: 
licence under the vendor’s signature, namely : — 

(a) the name, description and residence, of the person who takes delivery of the. 
articles purchased on behalf of the mess, club or association ; 

(b) the nature and quantity of the articles purchased ; and 

(c) the date of purchase. , - 

and, if the arms or ammunition are purchased from any person other than a licensed : 
dealer, shall also cause the particulars specified in clauses (b) and (c) to be furnished 

in writing to the authority who granted this licence within such period as may be 

prescribed by that authority for this purpose. _ . 

4. '^ The mess, club or association shall not purchase ammunition in excess o^^ 
the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by the local Governmen tal*' . p 

5. This mess, club or association shall forthwith give information at thew 
nearest police-station of the loss or theft of any arms covered by the licence. _ ^ '(j 

6. The licence does not authorise any member of the mess, club or associationv 


bo keep Governraen^rms or ammunition. . yf, 

Explanation.-^or the purposes of this condition— V' 

(а) “Government arm” means a firearm or other weapon which is the property r 

cf the Government ; '■' if 

(б) “Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured m a ljrovern--y . 

ment factory or prepared f or an d supplied to Government. • .c. 

7. The locar~Gdvernment7may require any firearm or ammunition possessed .- 
ay the mess, club ox-^sooiatton to be regjsteied . in such manner as thOrf Local, 


to^mquire^ at^' tlo?? r' 


aovernraentithinks^t. /«jr ^ 

8. The*^ authority granting the licence has the ..o-- t-.,- . 

luring the currency of the licence whether the weapons for.which it has been, granted 
ire still in the possession of the mess, club or . association and / to ;;requir?j; tno,;^^^ 
iroduotiou of such weapons for the purposes of such enquiry.; . . , v;-f 
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Form of renewal of the Licence. 



Conditions. 


1, This liconoo is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Anns Rules 1924. 


2. Jt covers only the persons named, and the arms and ammunition described 
therein and such retainers (if any) as may be entered in column^ 

3. ^ This licence is valid to the extent specified in column Jrfir subject in the case 
of a licence having effect outside the Province in which it is granted or renewed to 
any restrictions which may be imposed by any general or special' order of a local 
Government in respect of the territories administered by it or subject to its control. 

4. The licensee or any retainer acting under this licence shall not go armed with 

sport 

any arms covered thereby otherwise than in good faith for the purpose of protection ; 

display 

and, save where he is specially authorized in this behalf, in any Presidency town or 

Commissioner 

Rangoon, by the Deputy Commissioner of Police, or in any other place, by the 


Assistant Commissioner 

District Magistrate or a Sub-divisional Magistrate, he shall not take any such arms to 
a fair, religious procession or other public assemblage. f -w 

5. The licensee, at the time of purchasing any new arms, in the N. W.P.P^at the 
time of purchasing axnmunition, and elsewhere at the time of purchasing ammunition 
for rifles other than '22 bore, revolvers and pistols shall cause the following parti- 
culars to be endorsed upon his licence under the vendor’s signature, namely : 

(a) the name, description and residence of the person who takes delivery of the 
articles purchased ; 

(h) the nature and quantity of the articles purchased ; and 

(c) the date of purchase ; 

and if the arms or ammunition are purchased from any person other than a 
licensed dealer shall also cause the particulars specified in_ clauses (h) and (c) 
to be furnished in writing to the authority who granted this licence within suon 
period as may be prescribed for this purpose by such authority. 

6. He shall not purchase ammunition for rifles other than '22 bore, revolvers and 
pistols in excess of the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by the local 
Government, 
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7. Ho shall forlliw.thg>«.niormaH0Ti U tb,« newest paUoo-atat.on of the loss 

or tbeft of .Boy arms covered by lae li«T«cfe 

8 He shall not possess Govomnieot aims and amstMitam. 

&pIana,.oa -Fst f ~«»oo„ wh.oh .s the orooert. 


n Sclie'iuk VIII to tUe ^aid Rules. lor 
u 11 o£ eaeli o£ Fouus XVI .iml XvlA 

DUing condition diall lie snbsUluleu, 

1 The Uct-n^^ee sliall icport any 

o£ bis nermaueiit residence either to 
the authority uho granted him Ue 
Ueeuee, or, m the e-veiit oI the 
heeucc having been renewed by 
^orae other authority on a previous 
occasion ot change of permanent 
residence, then to t>uch a'aU\otn> 
In case of any change of Tesiden'-C, 
whether permanent or tcmporaiy. 
he may, at bis option, apply tu the 
nearest hcensing authority lof 
leuewal of this licence should U he 
necessary ’ ’ 


rm (Noln No F ll~xxm 27 <fatcd 

&r of arms and ammumtion and for 
Jt> 53, page l06) 


a 




S S O 5 
I'd s a 


j |o 

Z I » 


titVUlTlOli I 
5HSEE IS 
Passsss 1 


IS' 

a 

O’ 




-la: 


gl-Sfl^rl 

« M’S a « 

^ S . OM U 

Q 


Sjsnature of Comr of PoJJctf, {I>y Ooar, Dtst SJagte or bub D:st Magte) 


Conditions 

1 This license IS granted subject to alt the provisions of tho Indian Arms Ant, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Kulcs, 1924 

2 It covers only the person named in column 3 of this license and the arms 


cified m column 7 subject m the case 
se la witiob it is granted or renewed to 
any restrictions which may be Imposed by any geaetal or special order of a Local 
Cfovemmeat m respect ol the territories ndmititateicd by it or subject to its control 
4 This license shall only be graated to a person nominated in that behalf and 
, person eronipted under article 1 (a) of Schedule 

o granted /q respect of the aims and ammunition 
the property of such esempted person 

/ This license may be granted or renewed for any period not exceeding one 
ear, provided that it shall, expire oo the data on which the person specified in 
column 5 of thiq license cease to ha exempted under article 1 (a) of Schedule 1 to 
-*■ these rules, where such date is prior to the date on which it would ordinarily expire 

6 The licen'sea shall not go armed with any arms covered by this license 
otherwise than m good faith /or the purpose o/sport, ptoteetjou or display and, save 
where he U specially authorised lo this bebaif, m any Fresidenc>*towu or Baagoon 
in any other place, 6> the Dritrict Magistrate 
. . Hall not take any such arms to a/air, reiigmu^ 

* ^ Conditions 7 to 12 and Z footnotes are similar to those of license furm XVX, 
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FORM XVII._{ See Rule d-L) 

Foe for each weapon— ONE RUPEE. 

ieuipo) (17 II licence fov the possessioii of arnis and going ar/ 7 ied durhig the period 
, occupiccl yi journeying from the port or other place of arrival in British India to 
, place of destination. 


Name and 
description 
of liconsoo. 

ARMS OR i 
LICENSE 
TC 

Brief des- 
cription of 
each 
weapon. 

I 

IMMUNITION THAT 
:E is ENTITLED 
) POSSESS. 

Quantity and 
description of 
each kind of 
ammunition. 

Place of 
destination 

Period for which the 
license is valid, 

1 

[ 

2 

3 

4 

5 


i 









Date on which copy is sent to the 



vn / 

/ ^ 

Commissioner of Police 



2 It 6 • - — ■ 


10 . 

Seal. 

1 District Magistrate 

district_ 





/ Political Officer of 

State 



■ 


Signature. 


The 


10 . 


Commissioner of Police 

— 


District Magistrate District 


Conditions. 

1. This licence is granted subject to'all the provisions of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

2. It covers only the persons named, and the arms and ammunition, described 
therein. 

3. The licensee shall not, unless specially empowered in this behalf .by the 
authority granting the licence, go armed to a fair, religious procession or other 
public assemblage. 

4. The licensee shall not go armed with Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation : — For the purposes of this condition — 

‘‘Government arm” means a firearm or other weapon which is the property ot 
Government ; and 

“Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any Govern- 
ment factory or prepared for and supplied to the Government. - 

5. Condition 4 may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence if em- 
powered to do so by the local Government and an endorsement added showing the 
Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is authorised to possess. _ 

6. The licensee shall, on arrival at his destination, if such place_ is situated m 
British India or Berar, forthwith apply to the nearest licensing authority for a licence 
in Form XIV or Form XVI in respect of the arms and ammunition described herein 
and Sjhall at the same time deliver this licence in original to that authority. 

Note(1), — Any breach of the conditions of this licence is punishable iwith 
sonment for a term which may extend to six months or to fine which may extend 
to Rs. 500 or with both. (Section 21 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878,) 

Note (2).-' As Note (2) on page 174, 
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Frel of all Fee 

Licence for the possession of arms and ammumtton and foj gang armed for the des 
truction of wild anmala which do injury to human beinga or cattle. 


Name, description and 
residence of licensee 

lARMS AND AMMUNITION j 

Place or 
area for 
which 
the been* 
ce la 
granted ' 

Specifics 
tion of the 
wild beasts 
which may 
be destroyed 
under this 
licence 

i 

Period for ^ 
which the 
licence is ' 
valid 

'k- 

Title and residence 
of Magistrate to 
whom the licence 
and weapon must 
be shown between 
the 15th November 
and the 31st 
December 

-n 

Brief description 
of each weapon 
with details e g 
registered No 
& other disting 
nishiDg marks 

'"“B 
<y o M 

■&§ o 
a 2 

rt - a- 

3 uS 3 
a 

1 1 

2 1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

1 


1 

1 




The of 19 


(Signature ) 




Distri ct Magistrate of thc-^— '-'district 
'Sub Divisional Jlfagistrate—^’^^disirict 


Conditions 

1 Thia licence la granted subject to all the provisions of the Icdmu Arms Aot, 
1878, aud of the Indian Arms Buies 1924 

2 Once every year between the IStb Kovember and the 3lst December, the 
licensee shall produce this licence and every weapon covered thereby before the 
Magistrate referred to m column 7 

3 He shall uot go armed with any arms covered by this licence otherwise than 
m good laith for the destruction of wild animals which do injury to human beings or 
cattle , nor shall he taka any such arms to a fair> religious piocession or other public 
assemblage, or to any considerable distance beyond the place or area entered in 
column 4 

4 He shall forthwith give information at the nearest police station of the 
loss or theft of any arms covered by the licence 

5 He shall not keep Government arms or ammunition 

Explanation — For the purposes of this condition — 

(а) ‘ Government arm’ means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government and 

(б) “Government ammunition” means ammunition luanuiactured m any Govern 
ment factory, or prepared for aud supplied to Government 

6 Condition 5 may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence, if 
empowered to do so by the local Government, and endorsement added showing the 
Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is entitled to possess 

7 The licensee shall not purchase rifle, revolver or pistol ammumtioa m excess 
of the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by the local Government 

8 Similar to condition 5 of Licence Form XVI, page 177, onfe 

9 Correspond to „ 9 „ XIX, , 182,iJOsf 

10 , , 10 ,. XIX 


BOTES (1), (2) ind (3) as of Licence Form XIX, 
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Fees op all Fee. 


FORM XIX . — (See Rule 36.) 


AU SUV4, 

TAceiice fo7 the possession of arms and ammunition and for going armed for the 
destruction of loild animals doina ini urn tn crnux nr nnii-la 



J. ^ U A WJLJ 

of any member of the 
liuensee’s family, or 
servant employed to 
watch crops or cattle 
residing with him, by 
whom the arms co- 
vered by this licence 
may be also used. 


Arms And Ammunition.*" 

Brief descrip- 
tion of each 
weapon with de- 
tails e p., regis- 
tered number 
and other 
distinguishing 
marks. 

Quantity 

and 

description 
of each 
kind of 
ammunition. 

3 

4 


, Place or area 
within which 
the licence 
is valid. 


Period for 
which the 
licence is 
valid. 

%/. gir 




District Magistrate of the ■ — district. 

The of 19 . Sub-divisional Magistrate district. 

Conditions. 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878, and of Indian Arms Rules, 1934. 

3. The licensee shall not go armed with any arms covered by this licence 
otherwise than in good faith for the destruction or driving away of wild animals 
which do injury to the crops or cattle situated in the area specified in the licence. 

3, He shall not use any arras covered by this licence otherwise' than in the 
place or area in which the licence is valid. 

4. He shall not lend any arms or ammunition covered by this licence to any 
person, other than a member of his family, or servant who may be employed by 
him, to protect the crops or cattle situated in the area specified in the licence 
and who is mentioned in column 2 of the licence. 

5. He shall forthwith give information at the nearest police- station of the 
loss or theft of any arms covered by the licence. 

6. Tne licensee shall not keep Government arms or ammunition. 

Explanation. — For the purposes of this condition — 

(a) “Government arm" means a firearm or other weapon which is the property 
of the Government ; and 

(b) “Government ammunition” means ammunition manufactured in any 
Government factory, or prepared for and supplied to Government. 

7. Condition 6 may be cancelled by the authority granting the licence if 
empowered to do so by the local Government, and an endorsement added showing 
the Government arms and ammunition which the licensee is entitled to possess. 

8. The licensee shall not purchase rifle, revolver or pistol ammunition in excess 
of the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by the Local Government. 

9. This license shall be void if the licensee commits a breach of any of the 
above conditions or if the licensee dies, or if any weapon covered thereby — 

(j) is sold, 

[ii) is attached in execution of a decree. 

10. The authority granting or renewing the licence has the right to mquire 

at any time during the currency of the licence whether any weapon for whicn 
it has been granted is still in the possession of the licensee, and to require pro- 
duction of the weapon for the purposes of such inquiry. 

Note (l). — A licence in this Form may be granted for any period not exceeding 

threejra^rs breach of the conditions of this licence is punishable with impri- 

-sonment for a term which may extend to six months or with fine which may extena 
to Rs.- 500, or with both, {Section 21 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878). 

■ ‘ Note (3).— As Note (2) on page 174. 
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FORM XX— (Sffl rule 

Fees— 

(») wheu granted under rulo 37 (1) (o) and (6), Foua ANJSA3 kOU EACH WEAl’ON. 
(h) when granted under rule 37 (1) (c>, FREE Off all ffEE 

Exception.— A fee of Ra 10 la charged for n hconoo m this Form m lospoct 
of a pistol or a revolver m all nrovmoes other than tho North West rroiUlor Province. 
Licence for going armed on a journey *» or thiough any Province. 


ARSIS QB 
AilUUNITION THATj 
LICENSEE IS 
ENTITLED TO 
CARRY 


2"o 


o*C 

si ® 

2^ S to 

till 

y a c 3 

■So ^ 
^ 0-2 S 
2 « «« 
* S-5 


&o 


- o S 

a e E 
S 9 8 


Betainehs (ir any) covered 
BY THE HCEHCE. 


BS 

A A 

55 .M 


Arms or 
ammunition 
{tbatrotamcr 
13 entitled 
to carry 


Period for 
which tho 
lUcCQoo ia valid. 


Krom tho- 


to tho- 


(Signature) 


Commissioner o/ Police — ^ 
2>i«lnct Magistrate of the — 
Sub divisional ilagistfote,- 
PoltUcal Officer for the- 


— dlslMC^ 
~di«/ncf. 
• State. 


Conditions t t U 

1. This licence is granted subject to all the provisions of t o ” AtniB 

Act, 1878, and of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 . • 

2. It covers only the persons named, and tbo arms and sm rihcd 

therein and such retainers (if any) as may be entered m ..jiaU jiol, 


of the frOTriTrim 


Note{ 1) —Any breach of . 
imprisonment for a term whicf 
extend to Bs- 500 or with both, " 

Note (2),— A 5 Note (2) on psee 
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[Appendix] 


Tahsil. 

Tract. 

Village. 

1 

^ Kagau 

Sangar, Ghanual, Hangrai, Bela Kawai, Bhunja, 
Jared. Manur, Phagal. Kamalbun, Bhutandes, 
Kagan. 


Bhogarmang ... 

Bhogarmang. Ilahiraang, Chitta Batta, Bakki. 
Kathi, Kumber Doga, Judrasi, Giran Thali, 
Buzu Bela, Jhaila, Kanog, Bavi Bahak, Jahauri, 
Serian Kumashian, Kihar Sacha Sacha Kalan, 
Sacha Khurd, Kalas Riohari, Banda Banda 
Chinsuch Pinjal, Jachba. Jabbar. 


Kounsh 

Icharian, Tarkual, Koth Tarli, Kund TarJa, 
Karmang Tarla, JalgalJi, Karmang Utta, Gerian 
Amsora. Hiv, Saluna, Bai Tarli,- Ohunarkot, 
Horai Kbakku, Batnal, Ohalundri Saldhar, 
Shakura, Khan, Malkan Galli, Hilkot Sithaul- 
sadda, Rund Utta, Shahal, Dheri, Bhalai, 
Malukra, Khandia, Lachimang, Nasordi, Dheri 
Sadulia, Sharkuli. Bahinang, Bansacha, Chapri, 
Bagru, Dheri Halmi, Nilban, Bhaleja. 


Balakot 

Bhattika, Jahn, Laso Sultani, Koara, Lasso, 
Betseri, Sohal Mazulla, Bisian, Sohal Najaf- 
Ichan, Taranns, Hassa, Baginohri, Nankot, 
Balakot, Guhora. 


Grhari Habibulla 

Doga, Sial, Bhurj, Karnaul, Barorkot, Lunda, 
Ghari Habibulla, Batoro, Kashtra, Hisari, Jabbi, 
Gulmaira, Sakhdare, Balola, Talat, Kat Phalia. 

Mansehra ... ^ 

i 

Shinkiari 

Dharial, Tanda, Shinkiari, Bedadi, Shanai, 
Dhudial, Pirda-Banda, Bajua, Inayetabad, 
Baffu, Guli Bagh, Haffiz Band! Tarli, Ham- 
shirian, Lang, Maira, Jia, Gandibian, Chitti 
Qatti, Teimi, Jabba, Machhipol, Mungon, 
Hathi Maira. 


Agror 

Sbamdhara, Mahikra, Ughi, Bazar, Mologa, Haji 
Kamar, Dhara, Arbora, Bandi, Ghadaur, Katbai, 
Nur Bandi, Ohajjar Utta, Phaganda Banda, Kot, 
Rashida, Manchura, Tarawara, Sufaida, Khab- 
bal Tarla, Khabbal Utta, Shahkot, Bailian, 
Kulakka, Kotla, Jaspat, Ghanian, Dalhauri, 
Bagiran, Kundra, Chulandian, Tatoli, Tarwai, 
Didwar, Kewal, Manewal, Dewal, Shahtut, 
Gul- Dheri, Pir-da-Patta, ,Talwari. ChoKhat, 
Shabto, Sambaibot, Chaijri, •Barchar, Bholi. 
Atir, Kango, Chor Kalan, Kangalli 


Bhair Kund 

Kangri Sabr Shah, Malakufar, Muradpur, Banda ^ 
Shakhan, Sherpur, Khanjgan, Khakki, Nankot, 
Tirba. Tarta, Tirba Utta, Bharkhund Utta. 
Bharkund Tarta, Titnarkhola, Sikandar, Sussal, 
Shanai, Kabmian, Giddurpur, Mari Shahwali, 
Mari Safdar Shah, Mari Mukarab Shah, 
Muswal, Nilawar, Harida Maira. 


Mansehra 

Data, Hariala, Kuhsala, Chakia, Sufaida, Hoddo 
Bandi, Ghazi Kot, Pakhwal, Mansehra, Panodi- 
Dheri, Banar Kot, Katkai, Chitta Batta, Sun- 
dasur, Rihr, Shuttur, Arab Khan, Phagla, Utar 
Sisha, Mundhar, Chathar, Maira Jandali, Ghari 
Shah Khel, Banda Saidan, Jabri, Narbir, 
Fair, Khairabad. 
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T-hsil 

Tract 

Village 

Mansehra 

Gbarian 

Busnud, Shalakki, Bbur], Afadan, Lallo Bandi, 
Chanja, Bai Bandi, Baidra, Shekbabad, Daib 
girao Jalla, Gaada, Sbabeba, Balbag Tarli, 
Baibag Utti, Orga. Patba, Afatial, Mobiau, 
RatbioD Rebar, Husamian, Kharala, Barbali, 
Karer, Jang Kiari, Barat Khoari, Bisbga, 
Morbaffa (Abbatia), Moibaffa (Baia), Kutuq, 
Lasson, Oheal, Eik, Kanoba, Manghur, Tbali, 
8ba Bai 

r 

Oharian 

Sial, Qiramn, Bbial, Bandi Mutracb, Buzurgal, 
Paaial, Tbathi, Cbbetri, Hacbbbam, Sobalan 
Tarii Sobalan Utti, Banda Juggtan Pandi 
fbanoa, Talhar, Sargal Sbugri, Kakot, Patberi, 
Lalleb de Bandi, Mocbi Kot, Kisbna, *FaiTa, 
Kumber Band! 


Shingri 

Baian, Bandi Pir Bad Mirpiir Paswal. Banda 
Munir Sarai Kiamat Kban Sarat Bharmpani, 
Talbad, Cbamad, Sbingti, Bisala, BataingaUi, 
Eokal, Eandal, Gajjal 

Abbottabad 

Kachi 

Jabbi Nakkeli. Khubala Bicbba, Qul Banda. 
Cutboah, Katm Bthakki, Banda Lobaran, 
Bbat. Banda Bakbtawar, Banda Kaian, Niior, 
Ourakki, Batvraza. Chinjaliala Eacbi, Cbitti 

Bir Hil Soba, Nalaki, Gbanbari, Langar 
Amga, Eakotri, Jar), Bbojwar 


Baborhan 

Jandakka, Bbur) Darohar,Eosaki Bari, Eosaki 
Cbotti, Tbanna, Paswal, Sobra, Alibal. Banseri, 



Bagb 


Sbcrwan 

; Kbuda Ehub Hal Barkot. Bfaalorab, Eular 
Khetar Kamhar, Qadda, Euthiala. Bamuchbl, 

1 Chira Sboreb Bbati, Sbersran Baia. Sbertran 
Chotta Btcba Bara, Bicba Ckstta. Bbondora, 

1 Ratta, Baodi Bikra. Kargrsra. Pind. Gandeb 

1 Lakbala Cbatta. Fbnkar. Sber Sbab.’ 

Barila Cbairh. K^rgry Txta. hangar Utta) 
Chorgiran, Jobara, Cbamatti, Ben’ 

Ebarpabr, Eansla. C^ixarbani 

f 

Snkot 

Snkot, Eundi, Anar 


Kulal 

Kirpban, Dera, LaioGiH^Oacra, Kbarkot, Tan. 

Haripur 

Badnak 

/ 

Toibela 

iluradpor. Sa-ips, P2r4 Shan Kbel, Laiigar, 
Kundanala. SaEsgar, Ifan, Gandai 

Ladrakki, Xhcan, Ghanikot. Baba Banii 
Lobiab Msb^ra. Chuistn, Hajjadbal, JaajakkL 

LeJda. Jhuka^ Fw.vala. Jasgiraa Bola. Jagnsa 

Pua. Bss-j t^r;dta[3 Sanda G*~' 

Soddoaas. Ghartals, BhanaVn Kuad Cias-*-*’** 
Ihiixct, Bsrahaj. Halkulu. Tbaau Cha=^ 
C2iasi>s3 2-;iisTja,Gharlakkiaa, 
fi..h,izi£r=LNOg Bodgiran, KhajT- 
JiajSJiarysr.Tcrbsla, Mohat. DaL 
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186 Losses, Theets & IIecoveiiies op Fibeaems & Ammunition. 

1. The following instructions have been issued by the Govern- 
ment of India regarding the reporting of losses, thefts and 
recoveries of firearms acid ammunition capable of bein^" used 
for military purposes. (Cndia No, 72-2 dated the 25th July 1913, 
No. F-113-23 dated the 27th November 1923 and No. F. 92-25 dated 
the 9th May. 1925). 

2. Under Military regulations officers commanding detach- 
ments report the loss or recovery of arms, important components 
or ammunition to the Supdt. of Police or, if the loss or recovery 
takes place in a Native State, to the Political Officer. The 
Superintendent of Police or Political Officer, is then responsible for 
all further action towards the tracing and recovery of the lost 
or stolen articles. 

3. Report should be made by Supdts. of Police and Political 
Officers to the Provincial Criminal Investigation Department of the 
loss, theft or recovery of arms, important components and ammuni- 
tion coming under the following category, of which they may receive 
information from any source, whether military, civil or private : — 

(i) Machine Guns, light lautomatics, grenades and articles or the Eoyal Air 
Force armaments, — 

(i») Rifles, revolvers and pistols. Government or private. 

(m) Barrels and bolts of ’303 bote, 

(iv) Ammunition for cannon, machine guns and high velocity rifles. 

(i’) High explosives whether in bulk or in made-up charges including fuses and 
detonators. 

4. (a) Reports concerning items of the above category should 
be reported by telegram whenever there is prima facie evidence 
or reasonable suspicion of a recent theft. In other cases report 
should be made by letter. In all cases every effort must be made 
to include either in the initial report or in a very early continua- 
tion report the fullest possible details both for the identification 
of the missing arras, components or ammunition and as regards 
the methods and identity of the thieves. 

(6) The Provincial Criminal Investigation Department on receipt 
of reports according to the above instructions will be responsible for 
the direction of suitable action for detection and recovery. If in any 
case there may appear grounds for suspecting the agency of pro- 
fessional arms thieves from the North-West Frontier, telegraphic 
information giving the fullest available particulars should be sent to 
the Assistant Intelligent Branch, Peshawar, North-West Frontier 
Province — (Telegraphic address — “'Punishment-Peshawar.”) 

5. A return of all arms, etc., lost, stolen or recovered should 
bq maintained by the Provincial 0. 1. Department and should be 
sent in- annually to the Director, Intelligence Bureau. 

, 6. All reports of losses, thefts and recoveries of arms, etc., 

should be published by the Provincial C. I. Departments lin their 
Criminal Intelligence Gazettes or Confidential Supplements, Such 
reports must inyariably include all details necessary to establish 
the identity of any particular weapon or component part. 
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7. When losses are sufficiently serious to be brought to the 
notice of the Government of India, or to rank as matter of public 
interest, as well as in the following cases . — 

(а) When tho theft appears to bo the work of tJt Khcls or other professional 
nOe thieves, 

(б) When the loss appe? e custody 

of arms and ammunition, eithi or during 

transit by tail or otherwise are c 

intimation of such losses should be telegraphed to tho Director 
of Criminal Intelligence, Simla, by the Provincial 0. I. Department 
and copies of all subsequent reports submitted by tho Superin- 
tendent of Police should also be sent to him 

8. No report need be made under these rules in tho case of 
the loss or theft of smooth-bore weapons ammunition for such 
weapons, swords, bayonets or accoutrements Converted 
Martini-Henries and Sniders are classed as smooth-bore weapons 

9. Deliberate attempts to smuggle arms and ammunition into 
India, by land or sea, should promptly be reported to the Director, 
Intelligence Bureau. Similarly the discovery of fire-arms which 
appear to have been deliberately smuggled into India should also 
be reported to the same quarter. In all instances, full particulars 
of tho articles seized, such as the maker’s name, place of manu- 
facture, number, bore and other distinguishing marks in the case 
of firearms , and maker’s name, bore and distinguishing marks in the 
case of cartridge^’, should be communicated at the time the report 
IS made or as soon afterwards as possibleilWhenever a prosecution is 
initiated with respect to a reported case of smuggling of, or attempt 
to smuggle, arms and ammunition, tho result should also be commu- 
nicated to the Director, Intelligence Bureau ^ These instructions do 
not affect the quarterly returns of arms and ammunition seized by 
the Customs, which should continue to be submitted by the C. L 
Departments of Maritime provinces as at present 


Grant of Shooting Passes or Passes for sporting purposes. 

Home Hepaitment EesoluUon, No 1458-84, doted the 27th September 
1895 — In Resolution, No 1755-70, dated the 24th September 1879, 
Local Governments and Administrations were requested to instruct 
district officers to take every opportunity of warning Englishmen 
and others against entering on standing crops for sporting purposes 
unless they first obtained the permission of the owners to do so 
Tho Government of India have recently had brought to their 
notice a case in which an European, while out shooting, 
caused the death of two natives — m an affray arising out of the 
fact that he shot peafowl m the vicinity of a village The rules 
issued by the military authorities for regulating the grant of 
shooting passes to British soldiers provide all the safeguards 
that are practicable to prevent affrays between soldiers and 
villagers ; but there are at present no orders ensuring that such 
Warnings shall be given as may, so far as is possible, duly direct 
and regulate the conduct of sportsmen other than soldiers. “CTbe 
Governor-General in Council accordingly desires that instructions 
should be issued by Local Governments and Administrations to 
district officers to warn sportsmen, whether Europeans or others 
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(1) against trespassing on standing crops without the consent 
of the owners, {%) against shooting peafowl, or other birds or 
animals which are looked upon as sacred, in the vicinity of villages 
or habitations, (3) against shooting domestic animals, such as 
dogs or pigs, and (4) generally against shooting in the immediate 
vicinity of villages, temples and mosques. ) 

Home Department letter, No. 3470. dated the 31st Decem- 
ber 1000. I am directed to forward a copy of the revised rules* 
for tlie grant of shooting passes to British soldiers in’India which 
have been approved by the Governor-General in Council and 
published in the Gazette oj India of the 27th October 1900, and to 
request that the special attention of the local civil officers concerned 
in the administration of the rules may be drawn" to them. 

2. These rules are drawn up chiefly for the guidance of the 
military authorities, but their successful working cannot be insured 
without the co-operation of the civil officers. The Governor- 
General in Council, therefore, considers it necessary that the duties 
of the latter class of officers respecting this matter should be clearly 
laid down. 

3. In the revised rules it has been provided that the 
Commanding Officer of a Regiment or Detachment is at once 
to send to the District Magistrate the substance of any report 
(together with a copy of the complaint, if any) that may be made 
by the member of a shooting party who is in charge of the party, 
on their return to quarters, respecting any breach of the rules, 
any affray with natives, or any mishap which may have occurred 
during the absence' of the party. The Government of India consider 
it necessary that the District Officer also should communicate 
to the Commanding Officer immediate information of any breach 
Of the rules by men under his command that may be reported 
to the civil authorities. Gases have come to the notice of the 
Governor-Genei-al in Council in which the civil authorities have 
omitted to make a report upon such occurrences to the Officer 
Commanding the Regiment, who remained in ignorance of the 
affair until a report was called for from Army Head-Quarters or 
by the Government of India, or until the police inquiry had been 
completed. I am to request that, to enable the Commanding Officer 
of a Regiment or Detachment to take suitable notice of any in-.. 
fringement of the shooting pass rules, orders may be issued which 
will insure due information being communicated by the District 
Officer to the local Military authorities in cases which. may come 
to his notice. 

4. The revised rule lay.s down that Officers Commanding 
Stations and Officers Commanding troops about to march 
will communicate with the Civil District Officer in order 
to ascertatn (a) in what localities shooting ought to be forbidden, 
and (6) what animals or birds are regarded by the inhabitants 
as sacred or are protected by rules relating to the establishment 
of a close season. There is, however, more continuity i n the 

*These rules have since been revised and published by the Army Department 
in a pamphlet form. 
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Civil District Offices, where the establishments, if not the officers 
are to a great extent permanent, than m Military Cantonments. 
With a view, therefore, to guarding against the provision of the 
rule being overlooked, I am to request that instructions may be 
issued to Commissioners and District Officers to the effect that 
on the arrival of a corps or detachment in a civil district, the District 
Officer shall at once certify to the Officer Commanding the corps 
or detachment what localities, animals and birds are forbidden for 
shooting purposes, either absolutely on account of the prejudices 
of the inhabitants, or for parts of the year in accordance with 
rules for close seasons In defining tracts of country wheic 
shooting IS to bo allowed, the local officers should be directed to 
bear in mind the orders contained m Home Department Circular 
letter No 30-1012—10^8 dated the 31st July 1883, and to take care 
that no tracts are included where owing to the religious prejudices 
of the people, the agricultural circumstances of the district, or 
other sufficient causes, there would be risk of danger if free per- 
mission to shoot were accorded 

5 In the circular of the 31st July 1883 referred to above, 
and in No 18-1230-1239, dated the 31st July 1891, Local 
Governments and Adnumsbrations were requested to instruct 
the District authorities to cause the shooting pass rules to be ex- 
plained to villagers in. the neighbourhood of cantonments and to 
warn such villagers against interfering with soldiers out shooting 
and using violence to them, and also against taking the law into 
their own hands in cases in which soldeirs infringe the rules The 
Governor-General m Council now directs that the substance of the 
revised rules, so far as they affect the villagers should be periodi- 
cally notified m simple language m the villages and tracts where 
soldiers are in the habit of shooting and that Distnpt Officers should 
impress upon landlords, headmen and village police that they are 
expected to give their assistance in avoiding disputes with soldiers 
out shooting The headmen and village police must see that 
soldiers conducting themselves properly are not molested, and that 
any complaints of misconduct are reported to the proper authorities 
In cases in which notice of the probable advent of a shooting party 
has been sent to the District Officer under the revised rule, 
he should with as little delay as possible, send intimation to 
the headmen and village police (so far as this can be done) stating 
that a shooting pass has been issued and that they are to see that 
quarrels are avoided Villagers should on no account take the law 
into their own hands, but should lodge any complaint they have to 
make in a legal manner 

6 In the circular from this (Home) Department, No 
dated the 14th October 1887, the importance of conducting 
prompt mvestigation into cases of affrays between European 
soldiers and native villagers was inculcated , and it was 
desired that, on the occurrence of a serious affray, the 
district Magistrate should invariably either himself proceed 
to the place or at once depute an European Magistrate or the 
District Superintendent of Police in ordei to investigate the matter 
on the spot at the earliest possible time after the occurrence I am 
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now to request that instructions may be issued that the investigation 
of a case between natives and soldiers arising out of a shooting dis- 
pute should, whenever possible, be entrusted to an English Magis- 
trate or Police OjBScer not lower in rank than Assistant Superin- 
tendent, and that when such cases come into Court they should be 
tried by the District or Joint Magistrate. In cases which are not 
cognizable by the police, or where the prosecution is not undertaken 
by the civil authorities, the civil District Officer shall inform the 
Commanding Officer of the Corps or Detachment concerned to that 
effect, for such action as the latter may consider fit to take. 

7. In conclusion, I am to say that the Government of India 
think it desirable that each Commissioner, District and Sub-Divi- 
sional Magistrate should be furnished with a copy of the revised 
rules as a separate publication. 


The Berar arms Rules, 1924. 

Foreign and Political Department, Notification, No, 261 G dated 
the 31st May 1924. In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 
4, 10, 17 and 27 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, (XI of 1878), as applied 
to Berar, the Governor General in Council is pleased to make the 
following rules : — 

1. Short title. — (1) These rules may be called the Berar Arms 
Rules, 1924. 

(2) They shall come into force on the 1st August 1924. 

i. Interpretation, (l) In these rules, unless there is anything 
repugnant in the subject or context, — 

“District Magistrate” includes in cases where the local Govern- 
ment so directs in respect of any district or part thereof, an Addi- 
tional District Magistrate ; 

“Form means a Form as set out in Schedule IV ; and 

“the Act” means the Indian Arms Act, 1878, as applied to Berar. 

(^) The General Clauses Act, 1897, as applied to Berar, shall 
apply for the purpose of the interpretation of these rules in like 
manner as it applies for the purpose of the interpretation of an Act 
of the Governor General in Council as applied to Berar. 

Application of the Act. 

3. Exemption and exclusion. (/) The persons and'classes of 
persons and the arms^ and ammunition specified or described in 
Schedules I and II are respectively, exempted and excluded to the 
extent and subject to the conditions therein specified from the opera- 
tion of prohibitions and directions contained in the Act: ^ 

Provided that the exemptions specified in Schedule I are made 
subject to the following conditions, namely: — 

(а) they shall not be deemed to render lawful the import of 
arms or ammunition, save from British India, through the medium 
of the Post Office ; 

(б) Save in the case of persons included in entry (&) entry 2 
or entry‘6 (e) of Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, any per- 
son so exempted shall register in such manner as the local Govern- 
ment may prescribe any firearm .or ammunition for the same in 
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respect of which, he is exempted from the operation of any provision 
of the Act; 

(c) every person shall, on the loss or theft of any arm in res- 
pect of which he is so exempted, forthwith report the occurrence 
at the nearest police station ; and 

(d) the Governor General in Council may, by notification in 
the Go 2 ehe o/ /ndfa, direct that any such exemption conferred on 
a class of persons shall cease to extend to any person included in 
that class who may be named in the notification. 

(2) Any person failing to comply with any condition of exemp- 
tion set out in provisions (6) and (c) to sub-rule (1) shall be deemed 
to have violated these rules. 

4. Extension. — For the purposes of the definition of “military 
stores” in section 4 of the Act all sections of the Act, are extended 
throughout Berar to all lead, sulphur and saltpetre. 

Import. 

5. (i) Restriction upon import of cannon and certain other 
articles. — A licence for the import of — 

(а) cannon, 

(б) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(c) war-rookets, or 

(d) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 

may be granted in Form I only by the Governor General in 

Council. 

(S) A copy of every licence granted in accordance with sub- 
rule (i) shall forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of the 
district in which the place to which the articles are consigned is 
situated. 

6. Restriction upon import of certain rifles. — (1) A licence shall 
not be granted for the import save from British India — 

(a) of rifles of ’303 or of *450 bore or of pistols or revolvers of 
*441, "455 or any intermediate bore or of parts of or fittings for rifles, 
pistols or revolvers of such bores or, save as otherwise provided 
by rule 28, of ammunition which can be fired from such rifles, 
pistols or revolvers or of appliances the object of which is the 
silencing of fire-arms ; or 

(6) save with the previous sanction of the Governor General in 
Council of rifles, or parts of or fittings for rifles, of any other bore ; or 

(c) of any arms or ammunition through the medium of the 
Post Office. 

(2) Nothing in clause {b) of sub-rule (1) shall be deemed to 
limit or otherwise affect any power conferred by these rules to grant 
a licence for the import of rifles, or parts' of or fittings for rifles 
which, in the opinion of the authority granting the licence, are 
intended in good faith for sporting purposes. 

7. Import of arms, ammunition or military stores. — (1) Save as 
otherwise provided by rules 5 and 6, a licence for the import of arms, 
ammunition or military stores may be granted in Form II by the 
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District Magistrate of the district in which the place to which the 
articles are consigned is situated, 

(2) Such a licence may be granted for' the import of arms 
which — 

(а) belong to any person who resides in a State in India and 
is exempted under Schedule I from the necessity of taking out a 
licence for going armed with, or for possessing, such arms, and— 

(/;) are imported solely for the purpose of repair, 

by the Political Officer for such State; and such licence shall also 
cover the re-export of such arms to the State from which they were 
imported. 

(3) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported from 
a State in India otherwise than under sub-rule (2), a copy of the 
licence shall forthwith be sent to the Political Officer for such State. 

(4) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported by 
road or river from elsewhere than British India, and are consigned 
to a district not on the frontier of Berar, a copy of the licence 
shall forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of the district into 
which they cross such frontier ; and such Magistrate may, in his 
discretion, require the licensee to produce them for his inspection 
before allowing them to be taken out of the district. 

(5) (a) Where the arms, ainmunition or stores are imported by 
road or river from British India under a licence, the importer shall 
deliver the licence, within six days of the arrival of the consignment 
at its destination, to the District Magistrate of the district in which 
the place of destination is situated, or such other Magistrate as the 
District Magistrate may appoint for this purpose. 

(6) Any officer to whom a licence is delivered under clause (a) 
shall satisfy himself — 

(i) that the arms, ammunition or military stores correspond with 
the description given in the licence, and 

(u) that any deficiency is properly accounted for, 

and any subordinate Magistrate to whom a licence is delivered 
under that clause, shall forward it to the District Magistrate. 

(б) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported by 
rail, a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent by the authority 
granting it to the railway authorities at the place to which such _ 
arms, ammunition or stores are consigned, 

8. Import from British India. — A certified copy of a licence to 
export, from British India into Berar, arms, ammunition or military 
stores granted under the Indian Arras Rules, 1924, shall be deemed 
to be a licence for import into Berar granted under these rules. 

9. (1) Scrutiny by railway authorities of consignments. —The 
railway authorities to whom a copy of a licence has been sent under 
sub-rule (6) of rule 7 shall require the consignee to produce the 
original licence and shall satisfy themselves — 

(a) that the arms, ammunition or stores claimed by him corres- 
pond with the description given in such licence, and 
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(6) that such licence is identical in substance with the copy- 
sent to them, 

(2) Where, in any case referred to in sub-rule tl) — 

(а) the consignee fails to produce the original licence or, 

(б) the arms, ammunition or stores claimed by him do not cor- 
respond with the description given in such licence, or 

(c) the licence is not identical m substance with the copy sent 
to the railway authorities, 

such authorities shall not deliver the consignment and shall 
forthwith inform the nearest Magistrate 

-10. Production and delivery of import licences —(1) The con- 
signee of arms, ammunition or military stores imported under a 
licence from elsewhere than British India shall — 

(a) where the consignment crosses the frontier by road or river, 
produce the licence within six days of such crossing before the 
District Magistrate of the district into which the consignment so 
crosses, or before such other officer as the District Magistrate may 
appoint m that behalf , and 

(6) in any case m which the consignment is imported by road or 
mer, deliver the licence within six days of the arrival of such 
consignment at its destination to the District Magistrate of the 
district in which such place is situated 

(2) Every officer before whom a licence is produced or to whom 
a licence is delivered under sub-rule (l) shall satisfy himself — 

(а) that the arnis, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given m the licence , and 

(б) that any deficiency is properly accounted for. 

Export, 

11^ Export of arms, ammunition or military stores to a State 
fn India or to any place in British India. — Cl) A licence for the 
export of arms, ammunition or military stores may be granted in 
Form 111 — 

(a) to any place outside Berar and British India by the Governor 
General in Council, 

(6) to any place in British India by the Magistrate of the 
district from which the articles are consigned , 

provided that in the case of export to British India of — 

(1) cannon 

(ii) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(ill) war-rockets, or 

(iv) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 
the licence shall not be granted save by the Governor General 
in Council. 

(2) A licence for the export by road or river of arms, ammuni- 
tion or military stores to a State in India in political relations with 
a local Government of any part of British India may be granted 

?5 
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under tlie signature of a Secretary to such Government, or by such 
other ofiScer as may be empowered by the Governor-General in 
Council in that behalf. 

(3) Where any arms, ammunition or stores exported under a 
licence granted under this rule are exported to any place in British 
India a copy of such licence shall forthwith be sent — 

(а) Where the articles are consigned to a Presidency town or 
Rangoon, to the Commissioner of Police ; 

(б) Where they are consigned to any other place to the District 
Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

(4) Where any arms, ammunition or stores are exported to a 
State in India under a licence granted under this rule by any autho- 
rity, other than the Political Officer for such. State, a copy of such 
licence shall forthwith be sent to such Political Officer. 

(5) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are exported by road 
or river to a place outside Berar and British India, a copy of the 
licence shall forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of the 
district out of which they cross the frontier of Berar and such 
Magistrate may, in his discretion, require the licensee to produce 
them for his inspection before allowing them to leave the district. 

(6) (a) Where the arras, ammunition or stores are exported to 
a place outside Berar and British India by rail, a copy of the licence 
shall forthwith be sent by the authority granting it, to the District 
Magistrate of the district from which the consignment is to be 
despatched. 

(6) The District Magistrate of the district shall forthwith send 
a copy to the railway authorities at the place from which the con- 
signment is to be despatched ; and the railway authorities shall 
not receive for despatch any case or package containing arms, 
ammunition or military stores unless accompanied by the original 
licence, and shall satisfy themselves — 

{%) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in such licence, and 

{a) that such licence is identical in substance with the copy 
sent to them. 

(c) Where in any case referred'to in clause (b ) — 

{i) the case or package is not accompanied by the original , 
licence, or 

(m) the arms, ammunition or stores contained therein do not 
correspond with the description given in such licence, or 

(m) the licence is not identical in substance with the copy sent 
to them, such authorities shall not receive the consignment- for 
despatch, and shall forthwith inform the nearest Magistrate. 

(d) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are exported by . 
rail to any place in British India, a copy of the licence- shall be • 
attached to the way-bill or invoice, as the case may be, .and 
telegraphic advice of every such consignment shall be sent by the 
railway authorities fromihe forwarding to the receiving station, 
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12 Export to British India. — A certified copy of a licence to 
import from Berar into British India arras, ammunition or military 
stores, granted under the Indian Arms Ru^es, 1924, shall be deemed 
to be a licence for export from Berar granted under these rules. 

13 Delivery of export licences — (1) Where any arms, ammu- 
nition or military stores are exported by road or river, to a place 
outside Berar and British India, the licence shall, within six days 
of the arrival of the consignment in the district out of which it 
is to cross the frontier and before it so crosses, be delivered to the 
District Magistrate of such district, or to such other officer as 
the District Magistrate may appoint for this purpose 

(2) Every officer to whom a licence is delivered under sub rule 
(1) shall satisfy himself — 

(a) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given m the licence, and 
* (6) that any deficiency is properly accounted for 

Transport 

14 Prohibition of transport of arms, ammunition or military 
stores otherwise than under licence— (1) Save as herein other- 
wise provided, the transport of arms, ammunition or military 
stores IS prohibited over the whole of Berar, except under a licence 
and to the extent and in the manner permitted by such licence 

(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall be deemed to apply — 

(а) to arms and ammunition transported personally or as 
personal luggage in reasonable quantities for his own use by any 
person lawfully entitled to possess arms or go armed , or 

(б) to arms, ammunition or military stores which are covered 
by a licence for their export or import and are being transported 
by a licensed dealer in accordance with such licence from the 
place of despatch in Berar to the place where they cross the 
frontier of Berar or from the place of import in Berar to the place 
of destination in Berar , or 

(c) to arras, ammunition or military stores transported— 

0) by any person licensed to possess such articles or exempted 
from the liability to obtain such licence, where such articles are 
transported in reasonable quantities for his own use from premises 
of a licensed-dealer, or are transported for purposes of examination 
or repair to or from any such premises or are transported to any 
other person so licensed or exempted as aforesaid 

hO by a licensed dealer, where such articles are transported 
in a case or package legibly addressed to such a person as is 
referred to in sub clause (i), in compliance with an order given by 
such person for the supply of such articles in reasonable quantities 
for bis own use. 

15 Restriction upon transport of cannon and certain other 
articles. — (1) A licence for the transport of — 

(a) cannon , 

(&) articles designed for torpedo service, 
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(c) war-rockefcs, or 

(cl) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 
may be granted in Form I only by the Governor General in Council. 

(2) A copy of every licence granted in accordance with sub- 
rule (1) shall forthwith to be sent to the District Magistrate of'the 
district in which the place to which the articles are consigned 
is situated. 

16. Transport of arms ammunition or military stores. — (1) 

Save as otherwise provided by rule 15 a licence for the transport 
of arms, ammunition or military stores may be granted in Form 
IV by the District Magistrate of the district in which the place 
from which the articles are consigned is situated. 

(2) A copy of every licence granted under sub-rule (1) for 
transport beyond the local limits of ^ the authority of the officer 
granting it shall forthwith be sent' to the District Magistrate 
of the district in which the place to which the^articles are con- 
signed is situated. 

(3) A copy of every licence granted under sub-rule (1) by a 
District Magistrate for transport within the limits of his district 
shall forthwith be sent to the subordinate Magistrate (if any)- having 
authority at the place to which the arms, ammunition or stores 
are consigned. 

(4) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are transported by 
rail, a copy of the licence shall be attached to the way-bill or 
invoice, as the case may be, and telegraphfc advice of every such 
consignment shall be sent by the railway authorities from the 
forwarding to the receiving station ; and the consignment shall 
not be taken from the railway premises, unless the railway police, 
or, if there are no railway police, the railway authorities, have 
satisfied themselves that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond 
with the description given in the licence. 

17. Delivery of transport licences. — (1) The consignee of any 
arms, ammunition or military stores transported under a licence 
shall deliver the licence within six days of the arrival of the con- 
signment at its destination to the District Magistrate of the district 
in which the place of destination is situated, or to such other 
Magistrate as the District Magistrate may appoint in that- behalf. 

(2) Any officer to whom a licence is delivered under sub-rule 
(1) shall satisfy himself — 

(a) that the arms, ammunition or military stores correspond 
with the description given in the licence, and 

(b) that any deficiency is properly accounted for, 

and any subordinate Magistrate, to whom a licence is delivered 
under that sub-rule, shall forward it to the District Magistrate. 

Manufacture and Sale. 

18. Manufacture, conversion, sale and keeping for sale of 
arms, ammunition or military stores. — (1) A licence — 

(a) in form V. to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale, or 
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(6) in Form VI to sell and keep for aale^ 

any arms, ammunition or military stores may, save as other- 
wise provided by sub-rule (2), be granted in any place by the district 
Magistrate, 

(2) A licence — 

(а) in Form VII to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for 
sale, or 

(б) in Form VIII to sell or keep for sale, 

breech-loading rifles, parts of breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition 
or military stores for rifles, shall be granted only by the Local 
Government 

(3) The Local Government may, by licence granted by it 
under this rule, authorise selected dealers to sell and keep for 
sale a specified amount of ammunition for rifles of ‘303 or of *405 
bore and for pistols and revolvers of '441, ‘455 or any inter- 
mediate bore • 

Provided that the licensee shall not sell from his stock to any 
person who does not hold — 

(a) a licence to possess such ammunition, or 
(&) a licence for the export of balled ammunition to a State 
in India granted by a Political Officer empowered, under sub rule 
(2) of rule LI to grant licences for export to such State. 

•Every Magistrate and every Police Officer not below the rank 
of Inspector, or if the Local Government so directs, of Sub Inspecter, 
may, within the local limits of his authority, — 

(a) enter and inspect any promises in which arms, ammunition 
or military stores are manufactured, converted, sold, or kept for 
sale, and 

0} examiae the st<j<}h sad scceunte ef receipts sad ssies of 
arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Keeping foi safe custody. 

19 Safe custody of deposited arms — A licence to keep for 
safe custody firearms and ammunition deposited by their owners 
for that purpose may be granted in Form IX to the holder of a 
licence in Form V, VI, VII or VIII by the District Magistrate or 
by any Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the 
Local Government m that behalf. 

Possesswn 

20, Restriction upon possession of cannon and certain other 
articles — (1) A licence for the possession of— 

(a) cannon, < 

(&) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(c) war-rockets, or 

(d) machinery for the manufacture of arras or ammunition, 
may be granted in Form I only by the Governor General in 

Council. 
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(2) A copy of every licence granted under sufeule Cij^^lli 
forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of the district in wh^h- 
the place where the articles are to be kept is situated. V - ^ ■ SyS;; 

21. Possession of firearms, ammunition or military stores.^ 

Save as otherwise provided by rule 20, a licence for the posspssioh; 
only of arms, (other than pistols or revolvers), ammunition.; dr 
military stores may be granted in Form X by the District Magistkte; 
or by any Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered' by the 
Local Government in that behalf. 

22. Licence for the possession and use of firearms for pur-r; 
poses of target practice. — A licence for the possession and use; 
of firearms, for the purposes of target practice by the members, 
of any military mess or of any club or association may, with 
the sanction of the local Government, be granted in Kjorm. XI,. 
in the name of the mess, club or association by the District MagisX 
trate or by any Sub-divisional Magistrate specially empowered 
by the local Government in that behalf. 

Possession and going armed. 

23. Possession of arms and ammunition and going armed 

for sport, protection or display.— (1) Save as otherwise provided 
by rule 20 a licence for the possession of arms and ammunition 
in reasonable quantities and for going armed for the purposes of 
sport, protection or display may be granted in Form XII by the 
District Magistrate or by any Sub-divisional Magistrate specially 
empowered by the local Government in that behalf. . . 

Provided that — 

ii) no licence shall be granted for the possession of rifles of 
*303 or '450 bore or of pistols or revolvers of ‘441, ‘455 or any 
intermediate bore or of ammunition for the same or for going, 
armed with such rifles, pistols or revolvers unless such rifles, 
pistols or revolvers or such ammunition have been lawfully 
imported into Berar ; and 

(u) no licence shall be granted in respect of balled ammunition 
for rifles, pistols or revolvers of such bores, unless the authority 
granting the licence is satisfied that such rifle is lawfully possessed ; 
by the owner thereof for sporting purposes, or that such pistol or 
revolver has been lawfully imported into Berar, as the case may, 
be, and the amount of balled ammunition which such licensee 
may possess, during the period of twelve months next ensuing;; 
shall be entered in the licence. 

(2) Any licence granted under sub-rule (1) may be made valid 
by the licencing authority throughout Berar or any specified" 
part thereof. 

24. Temporary licence for possession of arms and forgoing ■ 
armed by bonafide travellers. — (1) Save as otherwise provided;; 
by rule 20, a certified copy of a licence granted under the Indian ; 
Arms Rules, 1924, to a bonafide traveller proceeding from a port; 
of arrival in British India to his place of destination: and for. the/; 
possession of arms and ammunition in reasonable quantities/; 
during the period occupied in so proceeding and for going;ai;n 2 ,ed;V; 
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during such period shall be deemed to be a licence granted under 
these rules for the possession of arms and ammunition and going 
armed in or through Berar 

(2) Any officer to whom a copy of the licence referred to in 
sub rule (1) has been sent in accordance with the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 shall satisfy himself when necessary that the licensee 
has complied with condition 6 entered on the form of licence 

25 Possession of arms and ammunition, and going armed 
for the destruction of wild animals — A licence for the possession 
of arras and ammunition and for going armed for the destruction 
of wild animals which do injury to human beings or cattle may be 
granted in Form XIII by the District Magistrate or by any Sub 
divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local Government 
in that behalf 

26 Possession of arms and ammunition, and going armed 
for the protection of crops — A licence for the possession of arms 
and ammunition and for going armed for the destruction of wild 
animals which do injury to crops or cattle may be granted m Form 
XIV by the District Magistrate or by any Sub divisional Magistrate 
specially empowered by the Local Government in that behalf 

Provided that such licence — 

(а) shall only be granted to bonafide cultivators and 

(б) shall be valid only for the place or area specified in the 
licence by the licencing officer 

2? Going armed on a journey — (1) A licence for going armed 
on a journey in or through Berar may be granted in Form XV by 
the District Magistrate or b^ any Sub divisional Magistrate specially 
empowered by the Local Government in that behalf 

(2) Where a District or Sub divisional Magistrate receives an 
applicatK n for a licence of the nature referred to in sub rule (1) 
from any person who — 

(а) IS not resident within the local limits of his authority, or 

(б) IS not personally known to him, • 

he shall, before granting the licence ascertain— 

(i) when the applicant resides in a Presidency town or Rangoon 
—from the Commissioner of Police , 

(li) when the applicant resides in any other place in British 
India or in Berar — from the District Magistrate of the district in 
which such place is situated, or 

(m) when the applicant resides in a State in India — from the 
Political Officer for such State, 

whether there is any objection to the grant of the licence unless, 
for reasons to be recorded, he considers this precaution to be 
unnecessary 


Possession and Iinport or Transport 

28 Possession by dealers of certain balled ammunition with 
liberty to import — (1) A licenced dealer authorised by the Local 
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Goverpmenfc under sub-rule (3) of rule 18 feo sell and keep for sale 
a specified amount of balled ammunition for rifles of '303 or of *450 
bore and for pistols and revolvers of *441, *455 or any intermediate 
bore may be permitted by the District Magistrate to import such 
ammunition up to such amount. 

(2) Where application is made under sub-rule (I) for permission 
to import balled ammunition, the dealer shall produce his licence 
and, if permission is granted, the authority granting it shall endorse 
on the licence the quantity of balled ammunition for which, and 
the date on which, such permission was granted. 

Application for, and grant of' Licences, 

29. Previous sanction in certain cases. — (1) A licence, having 
effect beyond the local limits of the authority of the officer granting 
it, shall not be granted — 

(а) for the export of any arms, ammunition or military stores 
to a State in India without the previous sanction of the Political 
Officer for such State or to any place in British India without the 
previous sanction of the Magistrate of the district in which such 
place is situated : 

Provided that the previous sanction of such Political Officer 
shall not be necessary in cases where the consignee is — 

{i) a Ruling Prince or Chief, 

(u) a gazetted officer in civil employ or an officer holding His 
Majesty’s Commission in His Majesty’s naval, military or air 
forces, or 

(m) a member of the family of a Ruling Prince or Chief or a 
noble or an official of a State in India who has been designated in 
this behalf by the Local Government or Political Officer concerned. 

{iv) one of the persons or a person belonging to one of the 
classes of persons specified in Schedule I, 

and^^the consignment is intended for the personal use only of the 
consignee ; or 

(б) for the expor! of any arms, ammunition or military stores — 

(0 to a Presidency-town or Rangoon without the previous sane 
tion of the Commissioner of Police ; or 

{ii) to any other place in British India, without the previous 
sanction of the District Magistrate of the district in which such 
place is situated ; or 

(c) for the transport of any arms, ammunition or military stores 
to any place in Berar without the previous sanction of the District 
Magistrate of the district in which such place is situated. 

(2) A licence shall not be granted under rule 11 (1) (6) for the 
export of any breech-loading rifle or balled ammunition to any 
place in — 

(а) the North-West Frontier Province, or 

(б) the Rawalpindi, Dera Ghazi Khan, Mianwali or Attoefc 

District of the Punjab without the previous sanction of the Local 
Government. ^ 
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(3) The previous sanction referred to in this rule may be 
obtained either — 

(а) by the applicant for the licence, or, 

(б) by the officer to whom application for the grant of such 
licence is made 

(4) Where the previous sanction is sought by the officer to whom 
application for the grant of the licence is made, he shall send a copy 
of the proposed licence to the authority whose previous sanction 
IS required , and, on receipt of the reply of such authority, he shall 
either grant the licence or inform the applicant that his application 
IS refused 

30 Application for licences — (1) Every person who wishes 
to obtain a licence under these rules shall apply in writing through 
the medium of the post office or otherwise at his option to the 
nearest authority empowered to grant such licence, and shall in 
such application furnish all such particulars as may be necessary 
to enabje such licence to be granted 

Provided that an application on behalf of a person subject to 
the provision of the Indian Army Act 1911, (VIII of 1911), shall be 
made to the authority so empowered m respect of the place where 
such person permanently resides 

Where however, such person has his permanent home outside 
British India the application shall be made through his Commanding 
Officer to the licen’Sing authority of the district in which he is for 
the time being serving 

{S) Without prejudice to the generality of sub rule (l), every 
person applying for a licence — 

(а) for the import 

(б) for the export, or 
ivi ya'a 

of any arms, ammunition or military stores shall specify in his 
application — 

(0 the place of destination, 

(ti) the route, 

{mi the time likely to be occupied in the journey, and 
{iv) the quantity, description and price of each kind of arms, 
ammunition or stores in respect of which the licence is required and 
the purpose for which they are intended 

(3) Where the grant of the licence requires the previous sanc- 
tion of some other authority specified in rule 29, the application 
shall state whether such previous sanction has been obtained and 
if so, shall be supported by evidence thereof 

31 Form and language of licences — (1) Every licence shall 
be granted or renewed in the appropriate Form, and subject to the 
conditions set forth in such Form, and, save as therein otherwise 
expressly provided, the arms, ammunition or military stores specified 
and the persons named in th^hcence shall alone be covered thereby 
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(3) Every such licence shall bo written or printed in English 
or in the vernacular as the licensing officer may direct. 

33. Duration and renewal of licences. — ,1) Save as herein 
otherwise provided, every licence under these rules shall, unless 
previously cancelled, be in force for such period and expire on such 
day as, subject to any restrictions or limitations provided in the 
appropriate Form, the authority granting it may enter thereon. 

(2) A licence for the transport of arms, ammunition or military 
stores shall not, save for special reasons to be recorded by the 
authority granting it, be granted for a period longer than twice 
the time likely to bo occupied in the journey to the place of destina- 
tion by the route indicated in the licence. 

(3) Every licence may, at its expiration and subject to the 
same conditions (if any) as to previous sanction as would apply in 
the granting thereof, bo renewed by the authority who granted it 
or by any other authority empowered to grant a licence of the 
description in question : 

Provided as follows 

(а) licences in Form VIX or Form VIII may, where the local 
Government so directs, be renewed by the Commissioner of the 
division, 

(б) any Sub-divisional Magistrate may renew a licence in 
Form XII, and 

(c) where a licence is renewed by an authoritjj, other than the 
authority who granted it, the former shall forthwith inform the latter 
the fact of renewal and the period for which such renewal is valid. 

33. Discretion and control of authorities empowered to grant 
licences. — (1) Every authority empowered to grant or renew a 
licence or to give his previous sanction to such grant or renewal, 
may in his discretion, — 

(a) refuse to grant or renew such licence or to give such sanc- 
tion, or 

(&) refer the application for orders to the Local Government : 

Provided that in any case in which such authority refuses to 
grant or renew a licence, the applicant for such a grant or renewal 
may appeal to the immediate official superior of the authority so 
refusing. 

(2) Every such authority shall exercise ail powers and perform 
all duties conferred or imposed by these rules, subject to the control 
of the executive authorities'to whom he is subordinate. 

34. Obligation to produce licences. — (l)^.any person who 

(а) holds a licence granted or renewed or a pass granted under 
these rules, or 

(б) is acting under colour of such a licence or pass, 

shall forthwith produce such licence or pass upon the demand 
of any Magistrate or of any Police officer of a rank not below that 
of officer in charge of a police station. 

(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall be deemed to limit or other- 
wise affect the power of any authority dhipowered to grant or lenew 
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a licence, to grant or renew it upon any condition, not inconsistent 
with that feub-rule, with respect to the production of such licence 

35. Production of arms —The authority by whom any licence 
has been, granted under rule 21, 22, 23, 25, or 26 or by whom any 
such licence has been renewed under sub rule |3) of rule 32 
may, for the purpose of satisfying himself, that any arms covered 
by such licence are skill in the possession of the licensee, at any 
time while the licence is in force, by order m writing, require the 
licensee to produce the arms at such time and place and for the 
inspection of such person as may be specified in the order. 

36 Fees payable for licences — (1) Every licence granted or 
renewed under these rules shall, save as herein otherwise expressly 
provided, he chargeable with the fee (if any) indicated m the Form 
in which it IS granted or renewed. 

(2) The Governor General in Council may, by general or 
special order, grant exemption from, or reduction of, the fee payable 
in respect of any licence. 

(3) The Local Government may, by general or special order, 
remit or reduce the fee payable m respect of the grant or renewal 
of any licence — 

(а) for the import, transport or possession of sulphur in reason 
able quantities proved to the satisfaction of the local Government 
to be requited in good faith for medicinal, manufacturing or indus- 
trial purposes othpr than the manufactuie of ammunition, or 

(б) granted under rule 7, to any person for the import of any 
arms ammunition or military stores in reasonable quantities proved 
to the satisfaction of the authority granting the licence to be re- 
quired in good faith for the protection of persons or property 

(4) No fee shall be chargeable in respect of the grant or renewal 
of any licence in Form XII to any person specified in the first 
column of Schedule III for possession of, and going armed with, 
the arms and ammunition specified in the corresponding entry in 
the second column thereof 

Provided that if application for renewal is not made witbin 
one month of the date on which tho licence expires the licensing 
authority may in his discretion levy renewal fees at the rates 
specified m Form XII 

37. Fees payable for duplicates —Where a licence granted or 
renewed under these rules is lost or accidentally destroyed, the 
authority empowered to grant such licence may grant a duplicate — 

(a) where the original licence was granted without the payment 
of any fee, free of all fee , or 

(b) m any other case, on payment of a fee of one rupee or of the 
fee with which the original licence was chargeable, whichever is less. 

38 Collection and refund of fees ~(i) All fees payable under 
rule 36 or rule 37 shall be paid by means of non judicial stamps or 
m cash at the option of the applicant 

(2) Where a fee of not less than one rupee payable under these 
rules has been realised, and the application for the grant or renewal 
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of a licence or duplicate is refused, the Value- of the fee shall be 
refunded upon application for the .same being made within two 
months from the date of such refusal. 

Cavcellation and Savings. 

39. Cancellation of the Berar Arms Rules, 1921, — The Berar 
Arms Rules, 1921, are hereby cancelled : 

Provided that all exemptions, exclusions and withdrawals made, 
all licences or duplicates, granted or renewed, all fees imposed, 
levied, remitted or reduced, and all powers conferred, by or under 
those rules shall, so far as they are consistent with these rules, be 
deemed to have been respectively made, granted, renewed, imposed, 
levied, remitted, reduced, or conferred hereunder. 


SCHEDULE I -Persons Exempted.— (iffee Rule s ). 

^ The persona or classes of persons specified or described in the first column of the 
sub-joined table are, subject to the provisions of provisos (i) and (c) to rule 3, 
exempted, in respect of the arms' and ammunition described in the second column, 
when carried or possessed (save where otherwise expressly stated) for their own 
personal use, from such prohibitions and directions contained in the Act as are 
indicated in the fourth column, subject to the provisos and restrictions entered in 
the third column. 

The Table. 


Persons or classes of 
persons. 

Arms and ammunition. 

1 

Provisions and restric- 
tions. 

Prohibi- 
tions and 
directions 

1. All persons who in 
British India are ex- 
empted from the pro- 
hibitions and direc- 
tions contained in sec- 
tions 13 to 1? of the 
Indian Arms Act. 1878 
(XI of 1878). 

Those in respect of 
which the persons in 
question are exempted 
in British India. 

This exemption shall be 
subject to such condi- 
tions (if any) as may 
be prescribed by the 
local Government and 
may, where necessary, 
be of a general nature 
dispensing with the 
necessity of a fresh 
order on each occasion. 

These con- 
tained in 
sections 
13 to 15. 

2. The Melghat Rajas 
and their retainers. 

1 

j 

1 

1 

All except — 

(а) cannon : 

(б) articles designed 
for torpedo service ; 

(c) war-rockets ; 

(d) rifles of ‘303 or *450 j 
bore, and pistols or 
revolvers of *441, *455 
or any intermediate 
bore (and ammunition 
which can be fired 
from the same) not 
lawfully imported into 
British India and 
Berar ; 

(e) machinery for the 
manufacture of arms 

* or ammunition ; and 

(fj appliances the ob- 
ject of which is the 
silencing of firearms. 

This exemption shall be 
subject to such orders 
as the local Govern- 
ment may make re- 
garding. — 

(o) the number of re- 
tainers ; 

1 (b) the number and 
description of arms 
and the quantity of 
ammunition to be 
permitted in each 
case ; and 

(c) the area within 
which the exemption 
is to be allowed. 

These con- 
tained in 
s e c t i 0 ns 

8 to 10. 
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SCHEDULE II -Arms, ammunition and military stores excluded —(See Bute 3 ) 

The arms, ammuBition and military stores described m the first column are 
excluded from the operation of such prohibitions and directions contained m the Act 
as are indicated m the second column 


The Table 


Arms, ammunition or military stores 


Prohibitions and 
directions 


All arms except — 

(а) cannon 

(б) firearms 

(c) air guns and air pistols, 

{d) articles designed for torpedo service 
(e) war rockets, 

{/) machinery for the manufacture of arms, and 
ig) appliances the object of which la the silencing of 
firearms 


All , provided that the 
local Government may, 
by notification m the 
local official gazette 
retain all or any of 
the prohibitions and 
directions contained 
m the Act m respect 
of any aims in the 
case of any class of 
persons or of auy 
specified area 


Provided that the exceptions in respect of cannon 
firearms, air guns and air pistols shall not apply— 

(a) ta cannon and firearms which are obsolete and 
unserviceable and of purely antiquanaif value or 
which are in the possession of a regiment or military 
mess as trophies or curiosities or otherwise solely for 
purposes of ornament or display, or 

(b) toy cannon weighing less than 56 lbs and having > 
li) a calibre of less than one inch 

(lO a length of bore of less than 24 inches, and 
(III) the interior of the bore unnfied, or 

(c) to air guns and air pistols which satisfy the 
following test namely, that projectiles discharged 
from such guns or pistols do not perforate a target 
12 inches square formed by five strawboards of fool 
scap size each board being 3 fiitbs of an inch thick 
and closely held together in a frame 

Explanation — In making and estimating the test the 
following conditions shail be observed, namely — 

(1) the air gun or pistol shall be held horizontally with 
the muzzle at a distance of five feet from tbe target, 

(2) the test shall be repeated twenty times for each 
class of projectile which can be discharged from the 
gun or pistol, and 

(3) perforation shall be deemed to be effected m a case 
where the projectile is a dart if tbe point of the dart 
pierces the back of tbe target, and in any other case 
if the projectile passes completely through the back 
of the target 

(it) Sights for tiQes imported for the use of. or for sale 
to the persons enumerated in entry (8) of Schedule I 
to the Indian Arms Buies, 1924, or non commissioned 
officers and soldiers of His Majesty s regular forces 
on a written permit from the officer commanding the 
regiment to which they belong « 

(tit) Explosives made m small quantities for the purpose 
of chemical experiment and not for practical use or 
for sale , 

and 


All 


Those contamed in sec 
tions 5 and 14 
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Arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Prohibitions and 
directions. 

the following classes of o-vplosivos when intended 
bo7ia fide for private blasting purposes :— 

(1) gunpowder in any quantity not exceeding 30 pounds, ] 

- 

(3) cartridges made with gunpowder and not containing | 
their own means of ignition and containing in all not t 
more than 30 pounds of gunpowder. [ 

Those contained in 
section 14 

(3) percussion caps, j 

(4) safety fuses. J 

(iv) Gun-wads and wire-catridges 

Those contained in 

(u) All arms, ammunition and military stores covered 
by any licence or exemption granted in British India 
under the law for the time being in force relating to 
arms, ammunition and military stores: provided that the 
conditions of such licence or exemption are observed. 

section 6 

All 

(vi) Load required in good faith for industrial and manu- 
facturing purposes (other than manufacture of bullets 
and bird-shot) up to any quantity. 

All 

(lu't) Leaden bullets and bird-shot in quantity not 
exceeding such limits as the local Government may 
fix, 

All 

(viii) Saltpetre, 

All 

(ix) Sulphur in quantities not exceeding such limits 
as the local Government may fix. 

All 


SCHEDULE III.— Persons to whom no fee is chargeable for a licence in 
Form XII in respect of certain arms.— [ See Berar Rule 36 (d) ]. 


Persons. 

Arms and ammunition. 

1. All persons to whom no fee is chargeable in Bri- 
tish India for a licence in Form XVI under rule 
46 (8) of the Indian Arms Rules. 1924. 

3. Such Government servants specially designated 
in this behalf, who are in the opinion of the local 
Government required to possess arms for the 
adequate discharge of their duty. 

Those in respect of which no 
fee is chargeable in British 
India to the persons in 
question. 

Such arms and ammunition 
as may be prescribed by 
the local Government. 


[Note. — There are fifteen licence forms, prescribed under rule 3, for use_ in 
Berar, and the licences in such forms are subject to ail the provisions of the Indian 
Arms Act, as applied to Berar and the Berar Arms Rules 1934. The Forms and 
conditions of licences are similar, so far as applicable, to the corresponding forms, 
(with their conditions) in schedule VIII appended to the Indian Arms Rules, 1934.] — 


Schedule IV 

FORM No. 1. (Rules 5, IS and £0 .) — Corresponds to Form No. I of the Indian Arms 

Rules 1934, 

FORM No. II, [Rule 7] — ^Corresponds to Form III of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
FORM No. III. [Rule 11.], Corresponds to Form VI of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, 

FORM IV. [Rule 16,], Corresponds to Form VII, of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
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FORM V IBoIe 18 [ 1 } (a)l Corresponds to Form IX of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 

FORM VI IBufe 18 (i) (h)] Corresponds to Form X of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 

FORM VII [Rule 18 (3) (a)J Corresponds to Form XI of the Indian Arms 
Rules 1924 

FORM VIII (S) (f>)l Corresponds to Form XII of the Indian Aims 

Rules 1924 

FORM IX [Rule 19 ] Corresponds to Form XIII of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 
FORM X [RuleSl] Corresponds to Form XIV of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 
FORM XI [Rule SS] Corresponds to Form XV of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 
FORM XII [Rule 33] Corresponds to Form XVI of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 
FORM XIII [Rule 35] Corresponds to Form XVIII of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 
FORM XIV [RuteSS 1 Corresponds to FormXIX of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 
FORM XY IRule 37 ^ Corresponds to Form XX of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 


The British Baluchistah Arms rules 1927 — 


Foreign and Pohitcai Department lioitficaiton, 333 G dated 
the 2nd June, iW? — In exercise of the powers conferred by «5ec 
tions 4, 10, 17 and 27 of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (XI of 1878) in 
the modified form in which the said Act is in force in British 
Baluchistan, the Governor General in Council is pleased to make 
the following rules relating to arms, ammunition and military 
stores — 

1 Short title — These rules may be called the British Balu- 
chistan Arms Rules, 1927 

2 (i) In these rules, unless there is anything repugnant in the 
subject or context,— 

' Chief Commissioner” means the Chief Commissioner of British 
Baluchistan , 

'Form'' means a Form as set out in Schedule III , and 

“the Act” means the Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878), as 
extended to British Baluchistan 

(3) The General Clauses Act, 1897 (X of 1897), as in force in 
British Baluchistan, shall apply for the purpose of the interpretation 
of these rules in like manner as it applies for the purpose of the 
interpretation of an Act of the Governor General m Council 

Application of the Act 

3 (1) The persons and classes of persons and the arms, ammu- 
nition and military stores, specified or described in Schedules I and 
II are, respectively, exempted and excluded to the extent and 
subject to the conditions therein specified from the operation of 
the prohibitions and directions contained in the Act 

Provided that the exemptions specified m Schedule I are made 
subject to the following conditions, namely — 

(a) they shall not be deemed to render lawful the import of 
arms, ammunition or military stores through the medium of the 
Post Office , 
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ib) any person so exempted -may be required, by any general 
or special order in writing of the Chief Commissioner, to register 
in such manner, as may be specified in the order, any firearm or 
ammunition for the same in respect of which he is exempted from 
the operation of any provision of the Act ; 

(c) every person shall, on the loss or theft of any arm in respect 
of which he is so exempted, forthwith report the occurrence to the 
nearest police-station ; and 

(d) the Governor General in Council may, by notification in 
the Gazette of India, direct that any such exemption conferred on a 
class of persons shall cease to extend to any person included in that 
class who may be named in the notification. 

(2) Any person failing to comply with any condition of exemp- 
tion set out in provisos (i) and (c) to sub-rule (i) shall be deemed 
to have violated these rules. 

4. Extension. — For the purposes of the definition of “military 
stores” in section 4 of the Act, all sections of the Act are extended 
throughout British Baluchistan to all lead, sulphur and saltpetre. 

Import. 

5. Restriction upon import of cannon and certain other articles. 

(l) A licence for the import of— 

(а) cannon, 

(б) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(c) war-rockets, or 

{d) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 
may be granted in Form I only by the Governor General in Council. 

(^) A copy of every licence granted in accordance with sub- "" 
rule {!) shall forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of the 
district in which the place of destination specified in the licence 
is situated. 

6. Restriction upon grant of import licences in certain 
cases. — (i) A licence shall not be granted for the import — 

(a) of rifles of '303 bore or of ‘450 bore, or of pistols or revolvers 
of ‘441, ’455 or any intermediate bore or of parts of or fittings for 
rifles, pistols or revolvers of such bores, or, save as otherwise pro- 
vided by rule 32, of ammunition which can be fired from such rifles, 
pistols or revolvers, or of appliances the object of which is the 
silencing of fire-arms ; or 

(b) save with the previous sanction of the Governor General 
in Council, of rifles, or parts of, or fittings for, rifles, of any other 
bore ; or 

(c) of any arms or ammunition through the medium of the 
Post Office. 

(^) Nothing in clause (b) of sub-rule (Z) shall be deemed to limit 
or otherwise affect any power conferred by these rules to graiit a 
licence for the import of rifles, or parts of or fittings* for rifles which, 
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in the opinion of the authority granting the licence, are intended 
in good faith for sporting purpoees. 

7. Import of arms, ammunition and military stores. — (/) Save 
as otherwise provided by rule 5 and 6, a licence for the import into 
British Baluchistan of arms, ammunition or military stores may 
be granted in Form II by the District Magistrate of the district to 
which such arms, ammunition or military stores are consigned. 

(5) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported from a 
State in India, a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent to the 
Political Officer for such State 

(5) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported by road, 
and consigned to a district other than a frontier district, a copy 
of the licence shall forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of 
the district into which they cross the frontier, and such Magistrate 
may, in his discretion, require the license^e to produce them for his 
inspection before allowing them to bo taken out of the district. 

(4) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are imported by 
rail, a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent by the authority 
granting it to the railway authorities at the place to which such 
arms, ammunition or stores are consigned. 

B. Scrutiny by railway authorities of consignments — (l) The 
railway authorities to whom a copy of a licence has been sent under 
sub-rule (4) of rule 7 shall require the consignee to produce the 
original licence and shall satisfy themselves — 

(a) that the arms, ammunition or stores claimed by him corres- 
pond with the description given in such licence, and 

(6) that such licence is identical m substance with the copy 
sent to them. 

(;0) Where in any case referred to in sub-rule (?) — 

(а) the consignee fails to produce the original licence, or 

{b) the arms, ammunition or stores claimed by him do not 
correspond with the description given m such licence, or 

(c) the licence is not identical in substance with the copy sent 
to the railway authorities, 

such authorities shall not deliver the consignment, and shall forth- 
with inform the nearest Magistrate 

9. Production and delivery of import licences.— '(i) The con- 
signee of arms, ammunition or military stores imported under a 
licence from elsewhere than British India shall — 

(o) within SIX days of the articles reaching their destination, 
deliver the licence to the Magistrate of the district in which the 
place of destination is situated, and 

(б) m any case m which the consignment crosses the frontier 
by road, produce the licence, within six days of such crossing, before 
the District Magistrate of the district into which the consignment 
so crosses, or before such other officer as the District Magistrate 
may appoint in that behalf. 

?7 
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(£) Every officer before whom a licence is produced or to whom 
a licence is delivered under sub-rule {/) shall satisfy himself — 

(a) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in the licence, and 

(t>) that any deficiency is properly accounted for. 

Export. 

10. Export of arms, ammunition or military stores. — (i) A 

licence for the export of arms, ammunition or military stores to 
any place beyond the frontier of British Baluchistan may be granted 
in Form III — 

(a) by the Governor General in Council, or 

Q}) by any other officer specially empowered by the Governor 
General in Council in this behalf. 

{£) Where any arms, ammunition or stores exported under a 
licence granted under this rule are exported to a State in India, a 
copy of such licence shall forthwith be sent to the Political Officer 
for such State. 

{S) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are exported by road, 
a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent to the District Magis- 
trate of the district out of which they cross the frontier, and such 
Magistrate may in his discretion require the licensee to produce 
them for his inspection before allowing them- to leave the district. 

(4) Where the arms, ammunition or stores are exported by rail — 

(а) a copy of the licence shall forthwith be sent by the authority 
granting it to the District Magistrate of the district from which the 
consignment is to be despatched. 

(б) that District Magistrate shall forthwith send a copy to the 
railway authorities at the place from which the consignment is to 
be despatched, and the railway authorities shall not receive for 
despatch any case or package containing arras, ammunition or 
stores unless accompanied by the original licence, and shall satisfy 
themselves — 

(i) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in such licence, and 

(ii) that such licence is identical in substance with the copy 
sent to them, 

(c) where in any case referred to in sub-rule — 

(i) the case or package is not accompanied by the original 
licence, or 

(ii) the arms, ammunition ' or stores contained therein do not 
correspond with the description given in such licence, or 

(in) the licence is not identical in substance with the copy sent 
to them, 

such authorities shall not receive the consignment for despatch, 
and shall forthwith inform the nearest Magistrate. 

11. Delivery of export licences. — (j) Where any arms, ammu- 
nition or military stores are exported by road, the licence shall, 
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within SIX days of the arrival of the consignment m the district 
out of which it is to cross the frontier and before it so crosses, be 
delivered to the District Magistrate of such district or to such other 
officer as the District Magistrate may appoint for this purpose. 

(2) Every officer to whom a licence is delivered under sub- 
rule U) shall satisfy himself — 

(a) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the 
description given in the licence, and 

(b) that any deficiency is properly accounted for. 

Transport. 

12 Prohibition of transport of arms, ammunition or military 
stores otherwise them under licence. — (J) Save as herein otherwise 
provided, the transport of arms, ammunition or military stores is 
prohibited over the whole of British Baluchistan except under a 
licence and to the extent and in the manner permitted by such 
licence. 

(2) Kothing m sub-rule (1) shall be deemed to apply — 

(a) to arms and ammunition transported personally or as per- 
sonal luggage in reasonable quantities for his own use by any 
person lawfully entitled to possess arms or go armed, or subject 
to the provisions of rule 23. 

(b) to arms, ammunition or military stores which are covered 
by a licence for their import or export and are being transported 
by a licensed dealer in accordance with such licence — 

(t) from the place of import to the place of destination in British 
Baluchistan, or 

(«) from the place of despatch in British Baluchistan to the 
place of export ; 

(c) to arms, ammunition or military stores transported— 

(*) by any person licensed to possess such articles or exempted 
from the liability to obtain such licence, where such articles are 
transported in reasonable quantities for his own use from the 
premises of a licensed dealer or are transported for purposes of 
examination or repair to or from any such premises or are trans- 
ported to any other person so licensed or exempted as aforesaid 

(u) by a licensed dealer where such articles are transported 
in a* case or package legibly addressed to such a person as is 
referred to in sub-clause (t), in compliance with an order given 
by such person for the supply of such articles in reasonable quan- 
tities for his own use 

^ 13 Restriction upon transport of cannon and certain other 
articles — (1) A licence for the transport of — 

(a) cannon, 

(b) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(c) war-rockets, or 

(d) machinery for the manufacture of arms and ammunition, 
may be granted in Form I only by the Governor General in Council. 
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(*2) A copy of ovory liconco granted in accordance with sub- 
rule (1) shall forthwith be sent to the District Magistrate of the 
district in which the place to which tlie articles are consigned is 
situated. 

14. Transport of arms, ammunition or military stores. — 

(1) Save as otlierwi.se provided by rule 13, and subject to the pro- 
visions of sub-rulo (2) of rule 26, a liconco for the transport of 
arms, ammunition or military stores may bo granted in Form IV 
by the District Magi.strato of the district in which the place from 
which they are consigned is situated. 

(2) A copy of every li$cnco granted under sub-rule (1) for 
transport to a place beyond the local limits of the authority of the 
officer granting it shall forthwith bo sent to the District Magistrate 
of the district in which such place is situated, 

(3) A copy of ovory liconco granted under .sub-rule (1) by a 
District Magistrate for transport witiiin the limits of his district 
shall forthwith bo .sent to the subordinate Magistrate, if any, having 
authority at the place to which the arms, ammunition or stores 
are consigned. 

(4) Whore the arms, ammunition or stores are transported by 
rail, a copy of the licence shall bo attached to the way-bill or invoice 
as tho caso may bo, and telegraphic advice of every such consign- 
ment shall be sent by the railway authorities from the forwarding 
to the receiving station ; and the consignment shall not be taken 
from the railway promises until the railway police, or if there are 
no railway police, the railway authorities, have satisfied themselves 
that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond with the descrip” 
tion given in the licence. 

15. Delivery of transport licence,— (1) The consignee of any 
arms, ammunition or military stores transported under a licence 
shall deliver the licence, within six days of the arrival of the 
consignment at its destination — 

(a) Where the licence has been granted by the District 
Magistrate of a district for transport to a place within the local 
limits of such district, and there is a subordinate Magistrate having 
authority at such place, to such subordinate Magistrate, or 

(b) in all other cases, to the District Magistrate of the distlrict 
in which the place of destination is situated, or to such other 
Magistrate as the District Magistrate may appoint in that behalf. 

(2) Any officer to whom a licence is delivered under sub-rule 
(1) shall satisfy himself — 

(a) that the arms, ammunition or stores correspond 'with the 
description given in the licence, and 

(Jj) that any deficiency is properly accounted for. 

and any subordinate Magistrate, to whom a licence is delivered 
under clause (a) of sub-rule (1), shall forward it to the District 
Magistrate. 
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Manufacture and Sale 

16 Manufacture, conversion, sale and keeping for sale of 
eirms, ammunition or military stores— A) A licence- 

fa) in Form V to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale, or 

(6) in Form VI to sell and keep for sale, any arms, ammunition 
or military stores may, save as otherwise provided by sub-rule (2), 
be granted in any place by the District Magistrate. 

(2) Save as provided by sub rule (4), a licence — 

(o) in Form VII to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for 
sale, or 

(6) in Form VIII to sell or keep for sale, breech-loading rifles 
parts of breecb-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for 
rifles shall be granted only by the Chief Commissioner 

(3) The Chief Commissioner may by licence granted by him 
under sub-rule (2), authorise selected dealers to sell and keep for 
sale a specified amount of ammunition for rifles of 303 or '450 bore 
or of pistols and revolvers of 441, '455 or any intermediate bore 

Provided that the licensee shall not sell from his stock to any 
person who does not hold-^ 

(a) a licence to possess such ammunition, or 

(b) a licence for the export of balled ammunition to a State 
m India granted by a Political Officer empowered to grant licences 
for export to such State. 

(4) A licence in Form IX for the sale of rifled fire-arms, or of 
balled ammunition for rifled fire-arms, which the vendor lawfully 
possesses for his own private use, may be granted by the District 
Magistrate 

(5) Every Magistrate and every Police Officer not below the 
rank of Inspector^ or, if the Chief Commissioner so directs, of 
Sub-Inspector, may, within the local limits of his authority — 

(a) enter and inspect any premises in which arms, ammunition 
or military stores, including sulphur, are manufactured, converted, 
sold or kept for sale, and, 

[b) examine the stock and accounts of receipts and sales of 
arms, ammunition or military stores. 

Keeping for safe custody 

17. A licence to keep for safe custody firearms and ammuni- 
tion deposited by their owners for that purpose may be granted m 
Form X to the holder of a licence in Form V, VI, VII or VIII by 
the District Magistrate or by any Sub-Divisional Magistrate specially 
empowered by the Chief Commissioner in that behalf. 

Possession 

^ 18. Restriction upon possession of cannon and certain other 
articles — (1) A licence for the possession of — 

(a) cannon, 

(b) articles designed for iorpedo service, 
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{c) war rockets, or 

(d) maclnnory for the manufacture of arms or ammunition, 
may be granted in Form I only by the Governor'General in Council. 

(2) A copy of every licence, granted in accordance with sub- 
rule (1), shall forthwith be sent to the district Magistrate of the 
place whore the articles are to be kept. 

19, Possession of fire-arms, ammunition or military stores, — 
Save as otherwise provided by rule 18, a licence for the possession 
only of arms (other than pistols or revolvers), ammunition or 
military stores may be granted in Form XI by the District 
Magistrate. 


Possession and cjoing armed. 

20. Possession of arms and ammunition and going armed for 
sport, protection or display. — (1) Save as otherwise provided by rule 
18, a licence for the possession of arms and ammunitioAin reasonable 
quantities, and for going armed for the purposes of sport, protection 
or display, may be granted in Form XII — 

(0) by the District Magistrate, or 

(1) in the case of a person residing in the Kalat and Las Bela 
States and their dependencies by the Political Agent, Kalat ; 

Provided that— 

(t) no licence shall be granted for the possession of rifles of 
*303 or '450 bore, or of pistols or revolvers of ‘441, ‘455 or any 
intermediate bore or ammunition for the same, or for going armed 
with such rifles, pistols or revolvers unless such rifles, pistols or 
revolvers or such ammunition have been lawfully imported into 
British India ; 

in) no licence shall be granted in respect of balled ammunition 
for rifles, pistols or revolvers of such bores, unless the authority 
granting the licence is satisfied that such rifle is lawfully possessed 
by the owner thereof for sporting purposes, or that such pistol or 
revolver has been lawfully imported into British India, as the 
case may be, and the amount of balled ammunition which such 
licensee may possess during the period of twelve months next 
ensuing shall be entered in the licence. 

(2) A licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall ordinarily be valid 
only in the town or district in which it was granted. 

Provided that any such licence, may, on countersignature by 
the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, be made valid in such 
divisions or districts within British Baluchistan as the. counter- 
signing officer may specify. 

(3) A licence granted under rule 33 of the Indian Arms Eules, 
1924, shall be deemed, subject to such conditions and restrictions as 
the Chief Commissioner may think fit to impose in each case, to 
have been granted under this rule, . 

21. Going armed on a journey. — (1) A licence for going armed 
on a journey in British Baluchistan may be granted in Form XIIIj- 
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(а) by the District Magistrate of the district in which the 
journey will be commenced, or 

(б) in the case of a person residing in the Kalat and Las Bela 
States and their dependencies, by the Political Agent, Kalat 

(2) Where a district Magistrate receives an application for a 
licence of the nature referred to in sub-rule (1) from any person 
who 18 not resident within the local limits of his authority, he 
shall before granting the licence, ascertain — 

(0 when the applicant resides in any Presidency town or 
Rangoon, from the Commissioner of Police, 

(tt) when the applicant resides m any other place in British 
India (including British Baluchistan or Berar or the Baluchistan 
Agency Territories) from the District Magistrate of the district 
in which such place is situated, or 

{ill) when the applicant resides m a State in India, from the 
Political Officer for such State, 

whether there la any objection to the grant of the licence, unless, 
for reasons to be recorded, he considers this precaution to be un- 
necessary. 

(S) A licence granted under rule 37 of the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, shall be deemed, subject to such conditions and restrictions 
as the Chief Commissioner may think ht to impose in each case, 
to have been granted under this rule. 

Possession and Import or Transport 
^ 22. Possession by dealers of certain ammunition with liberty 
to import — (l) A licensed dealer authorized by the Chief Commis- 
sioner under sub-rule (5) of rule 16, to sell and keep for sale a 
specihed amount of balled ammunition for rifles of 303 or 450 
bore and for pistols and revolvers of 441, 455 or any intermediate 
bore may be permitted by the District Magistrate to import or trans- 
port such ammunition up to such amount. 

(5) Where application is made under sub rule (i) for permission 
to import or transport balled ammunition, the dealer shall produce 
his licence, and, if permission is granted, the authority granting it 
shall endorse on the licence the quantity of balled ammunition for 
which, and the date on which, such permission was granted 

Application for and grant of licences, 

23. Previous sanction in certain cases — (j) A licence having 
effect beyond the local jurisdiction of the officer granting it shall 
not be granted — 

(a) for the import to any place in British Baluchistan, 

(6) for the export to any place m Berar, or in the Baluchistan 
Agency Territories, or in any State in India 

of arms, ammunition, or military stores, without the previous sanc- 
tion of the District Magistrate of the district, or of the Political 
Officer of the State in which such place is situated, or (where the 
destination is a Presidency town or Rangoon), of the Commissioner 
of Police thereof, as the case may be 
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(3) Where the previous sanction is sought by the officer to 
whom application for the grant of the licence is made, he shall 
send a copy of the proposed licence to the authority whose previous 
sanction is required ; and, on receipt of the reply of such authority, 
he shall either grant the licence or inform the applicant that his 
application is refused. 

24. Particulars to be stated in applications. — (^) Every person 
who wishes to obtain a licence under these rules shall apply in 
writing, through the medium of the post office or otherwise at his 
option, to the nearest authority empowered to grant such licence; 
and shall in such application furnish all such particulars as may be 
necessary to enable such licence to be- granted : 

Provided that an application on behalf of a person subject to 
the provisions of the Indian Army Act, 1911 (VIII of 1911), shall 
be made to the authority so empowered in respect of the place 
where such person permanently resides. 

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-rule (l), every 
person applying for a licence for the import, export or transport 
of any arms, ammunition or military stores shall specify in his 
application — 

(i) the place of destination, 

(ii) the route, 

{Hi) the time likely tOjbe occupied in the journ ey, and 

(iv) the quantity, description and price of each kind of arms, 
ammunition or stores in respect of which the licence is required 
and the purpose for which they are intended. 

(<?) Where the grant of the licence requires the previous sanc- 
tion of some other authority specified in rule 23, the application 
shall state whether such previous sanction has been obtained, and 
if so, shall be supported by evidence thereof. 

25. Form and language of licences. — (l) Every licence shall 
be granted or renewed in the appropriate Form and subject to the 
conditions set forth in such Form, and, save as therein otherwise 
expressly provided, the arms, ammunition or military stores speci- 
fied, and the persons named in the licence, shall alone be covered 
thereby. 

(^) Every such licence shall be written or printed — 

(а) where it is intended for use beyond the limits of the district 
in which it is granted, in English, and if the licensing officer so 
directs, in the vernacular, or 

(б) where it is intended for use within the limits of the district 
in which it is granted, in English, or in the vernacular as the 
licensing officer may direct. 

26. Duration and renewal of licences. — (/) Save as herein 
otherwise provided, every licence under these rules shall, unless 
previously cancelled, be in force for such period and expire on such 
day as, subject to any restrictions or limitations provided in the 
appropriate Form, the authority granting it may enter thereon. 
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(e) a licence for the transpoit of arms, ammunition or military 
stores shall not, save for special reasons to be recorded by the 
authority granting it, bo granted for a peiiod longer than twice 
the time likely to be occupied in the journey to the place of destina- 
tion by the route indicated in the licence 

>5) Every licence may, at its expiration and subject to the same 
conditions (if any) as to previous sanction as would apply in the 
granting thereof, be renewed by the authority who granted it, or 
by any other authority empowered to grant a licence of the descrip- 
tion in question : 

Provided that, where a licence is renewed by an authority 
other than the authority who granted it, the former shall forthwith 
inform the latter of the fact of renewal and the period for which 
such renewal is valid. 

2? Discretion and control of authority empowered to grant 
licences— (1) Every authority empowered to grant or renew a 
licence, or to give his previous sanction to such grant or renewal, 
may in his discretion (a) refuse to grant or renew such licence, or 
to give such sanction, or (6) where the authority is subordinate to 
the Chief Commissioner, refer the application for orders to the 
Chief Commissioner 

(^) Every such authority shall exeicise all powers and perform 
all duties conferred or imposed by these rules, subject to the control 
of the executive authorities to whom he is subordinate. 

28 Obligation to produce licences — (i) Any person who — 

(fl) holds a licence granted or renewed under these rules, or 

(&) IS acting under colour of such a licence 

shall forthwith pioduce such licence upon the demand of any Magis- 
trate 01 of any Police Officer of a rank not below that of officer in 
charge of a Police station 

(3) Nothing in tub rule fi) shall be deemed to limit or otherwise 
alfect the power of any authority empowered to grant or renew 
a licence, to grant or renew it upon any condition not inconsistent 
with the said sub-rule with respect to the production of such licence. 

29 Production of arms — The authority by whom any licence 
has been granted under rules 19 and 20 may, for the purpose of 
satisfying himself that any arms covered by such licence are still 
in the possession of the licensee, at any time while the licence is 
in force, by order in writing require the licensee to produce the 
arras at such time and place and for the inspection of such person 
as may be specified in the order. 

Fees. 

30 Fees payable for licences — (i) Every licence granted or 
renewed under these rules shall, save as herein otherwise expressly 
provided, be chargeable with the fee (if any) indicated in the form 
in which it IS granted or renewed 

(3) The Governor General in Council may, by general or specidl 
order, grant exemption from, or reduction of, the fee payable in 
respect of any licence 

(S) The Chief Commissioner may, by general or special order, 
remit or reduce the fee payable in respect of the grant or renewal 
of any licence — 
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(а) for the import, transport or possession of siilphur, in reason^ 
able quantities, proved to the satisfaction of the Chief po’minissioher,tp^,^ 
be required in good faith for medicinal, agricultural, manufacturihg-o% 
industrial purposes other than the manufacture of amniunition;;Ap- -in 

(б) granted under rule 7 to any person for the import of'rany;§ 
arms, ammunition or military stores, in reasonable quantities pfp.yedO 
to the satisfaction of the authority granting the licence to be re- 
quired in good faith for the protection of persons or property, > 

{4) Any Political Officer authorised to grant a licence iii Form'' 
III may remit the fee payable in respect of the grant or ren ew als 
of any such licence in the case of arms and ammunition exported t 
for personal use, or in the case of ammunition exported for the /■ 
use for blasting purposes, whether on a public work or not, of the;;:; 
Government of the State for which he is the Political Officer. r .,1'.: 

(6) No fee shall be chargeable in respect of the grant or renewal^; 
of any licence in Form Xlf to any member of any of the classes. ; 
of persons specified in the first column of Schedule IV for posses- 
sion of and going armed with the arms and ammunition specified; '; 
in the corresponding entry in the second column thereof. V ^ 

31. Fees payable for duplicates. — Where a licence granted op,; 
renewed under these rules is lost or accidentally destroyed, the'r; 
authority empowered to grant such licence.may grant a duplicate—' ' 

(a) where the original licence was granted without the payment 

of any fee, free of all fee ; • ' ■ 

(b) where such original licence was granted on the payment of::,; 
a fee not exceeding one rupee, on payment of a fee of the same v 
amount; or 

(c) in any other case, on payment of a fee of one rupee. 

32. Collection and refund of fees. — (l) All fees payable under ; 
rule 30 or under rule 31 shall be paid by means of non-judicial 
stamps, or in cash, at the option of the applicant. 

(h) Ordinarily the applications for licences or renewal of. 
licences in respect of which a fee is payable shall be written upon 
a non-judicial stamp of a value equal to such fee, and in such case 
the licence or duplicate shall be granted or renewed on plain paper,' ■; 
but when the licences themselves are written or printed on non- 
judicial stamps, the application may be written on plain paper. v: 

(5) Where a fee of not less than one rupee payable under these r 
rules has been realised, and the application for the grant or renewal • 
of a licence or duplicate is refused, the value of the fee shall be • 
refunded upon application for the same being made within two 
months from the date of such refusal, ; . 

Concellation and Savings. ; 

33. The British Baluchistan Arms Rules, 1913, are hereby 

cancelled : ' , 

Provided that all exemptions, exclusions and withdrawals made, ’ 
all licences or duplicates granted or renewed, all fees imposed, 
levied, remitted or reduced and all powers conferred by or under . . 
those rules shall, so far as they are consistent with these rules, be. > 
deemed to have been respectively made, granted, renewed, imposed, > 
levied, remitted, reduced or conferred hereunder. 
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SOflEDULE I— PEB30H8 Exemptep — (-S ee rule S) 

The persons or cHsscs of persons specified or described m the first column of 
the sub lomcd table are, subject to the provisions of pioviaoa (W and (r) to rule 3, 
exempted, in respect of the arms and ammunition described m the second column, 
when earned or possessed (save where otherwise expressly stated) for their own 
personal use from such prohibitions and directions contained m the Act (as extended 
to British Baluchistan) as arc indicated m the fourth column, subject to the provisos 
and restrictions entered in the third columoi 

The Table 


Persons or classes of persons. 


Arms and ammuni 

tlOQ 


Provisos and 
restrictions 


Prohibitions 
and direc- 
tions 


(1) All persons who m British 
India are exempted from the 
prohibitions and directions 
contained in sections 13 to 
15 of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878 <XI of 1878) 

(2) The rotainers of H H 
the Ehan of £alat 

(3) The retainers of the Jam 
of Las Bela 

(4) The Baluch Brahm and 
Patban Sardars, Shans and 
Jagirdars of British Balu 
obistan and Agency terri 
tones and their retainers, 
subject to such orders as the 
Chief Commissioner may 
issue regarding the person 
ages to be included m these 
oategotioa and the number 
of weapons and letamoia m 
each case 


All except — 

(a) cannon, 

(b) articles design 
ed for torpedo 
service, 

(c) war rockets 

(d) nflca of 303 or 

450 bore and re 
volvers or pistols 
of 441 455 or 

any intermediate 
bores other than 
riOesofsuch bores 
lawfully imported 
into British Balu 
chistan and am 
munition which 
can be fired from 
the same, 

(e) machinery for 
the manufacture 
of arms ox amrou 
nition and 

l/i appliances the 
object of which 
IS the silencing of 
firearms 


The arms or am 
munition cam 
ed or possessed 
by any person 
herein exempt- 
ed shall be of 
such desctip 
tioos only and 
shall not exceed 
such quantities 
if any, as— 

(oj the Govern 
ment of India, 
(b) The Chief 
Commissioner 
with respect 
to British 
Baluchistan, 
may declare to 
be reasonable 
for such person 
to carry or pos 
sess 


Those con- 
tained in 
sections 13 
to 15 


(5) Such Govt servants m 
eluding Levies and such 
other persons as the Chief 
Commissioner may from 
time to time by general or 
special order direct 


Such arms as the 
Chief Commission 
er may direct 


Ditto 


Ditto 
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SCHEDULE ll.~(8ec Rule 3.) 

Arms, ammunition and military stores excluded. 

Within tho areas specified in the first column of the sub-joined table, the arms, 
ammunition and military stores described in tho second column are exempted from 
the operation of such prohibitions and directions contained in the Act (as extended to 
British Baluchistan) as ace indicated in the third column. 

The Table. 


Area. 


Arms, ammunition and military stores. 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 


British Balu- (a) Spears of all kinds and hunting knives. All. 

chistan. (h) Uniform swords and dirks manufactured in All. 

Europe of recognized military or oifioial 
patterns, when possessed by, or intended to 
be supplied to, persons entitled to wear them 
as part of their uniforms, 

(c) Swords imported for presentation as prizes for All. 

members of tho regular of auxiliary forces. 

(d) Kirpans possessed or carried by Sikhs. All. 

(e) Ornamental arms other than firearms, and All. 


possessing only antiquarian value, masonic 
swords, and theatrical and fancy dress 
swords ; provided they are virtually useless 
for offensive and defensive purposes. 

{/) Toy cannon weighing less than 5C lbs. and All, 

having — 

(i) a calibre of loss than one inch. 

(») a length of bore of less than 24 inches, and 
(m) the interior of the bore unrifled. 

(p) Arms which are in the possession of a regi- All. 

meat or military mess as trophies or curiosi- 
ties or otherwise solely for purposes of 
ornament or display. 

(/j) Gunwads and wire cartridges. Those contained in 

sec, 6 of the Act. 

(») Lead required bonayidc for industrial and manu- All. 

facturing purposes (other than the manufacture 
of bullets and bird-shot) up to any quantity. 

U) Leaden bullets and bird-short in quantity ■ All. 

not exceeding such limits as the Chief 
Commissioner may fix. 

tjc) Saltpetre. All. 

(1) Sulphur in quantities not exceeding such All. 

limits as tho Local Government may fix. 

(?«) Air guns and air pistols which satisfy All, provided that 
the following test, namely, that projectiles the Chief Comr. 

discharged from such guns or pistols do not may by general 

perforate a target 12 inches square formed or special order, 

by five strawboards of foolscap size, each retain all or any 

board being 3-64ths of an inch thick and of the prohibi- 

closely held together in a frame. tions and dheo- 

Provided that in making and estimating the tions contained 

test the following conditions shall be observed, in the Act in res- 

namely : — pect of air pistols 

(1) the gun or pistol shall be held horizontally or of any class 

with the muzzle at a distance of five feet thereofin the case 

from the target, of any class of 

(2) the test shall be repeated twenty times for persons or of any 

each class of projectile which can be dis- j specified area. 

_ charged from the gun.or pistol, and 

(3) perforation shall be deemed to be effected 
in a case where the projectile is a dart, if the 
point ofthe dart pierces the back of the target, 

and in any other case if the projectile passes 
completely through the back of the target. 
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SOHEDULii, III— [ Rule 5j Forms of Licences. 

Form I, [Rules 5, 13, and JSl, Corresponds to Form I appended to the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 Vide page 162, ante 

II, [RuJes 7] Corresponds to Form III >, page 164, ante 

III, Rule iOl, Corresponds to . VI „ „ page 166, ante 

IV [Rule U] VII 167, ante 

V [Rule 16 (/) (a)l „ „ „ IX „ , „ 168, ante 

VI [Rute J6 ( 2 ) (6)] „ „ X , „ „ 170, ante 

VII [Rule Jfi [ 2 ) (a)] „ XI „ „ 171, onto 

VIII [Rule 16 ( 2 ) (&)1 „ XII 173. ante 

IX [Rule i6 (41]— Free of all fee Licence to sell riflod firearms or balled am 
munition for rifled firearms which the vendor lawfully possesses for his own per- 
sonal use. 



The - — -■ 'o/- — - — J9 . Signature 

District Magte of the 

Form X, [Rule i7], Corresponds to Form XIII, appended to tbo Indian Aims 

Rules, 1924, page 174, ante. 

XI [Rule i9\ ., XIV „ „ „ 175 

XII lRu/e2(Jl ,. „ XVI 177, „ 

XIII [Rule SI] „ „ XX .. ., 183, 

Schedule IV [See Rule SO (5)) -^Persons to whom no fee is ohargcablo in Form 
XXI m respect of certain arms The list is identical with the list appended as 
Schedule VII to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 and printed on pages 160 161 onto 


' Baboda Cabtonmbnt 


A.RMa Rules, 1924. 


Foreign and Political Depailmenf Notification No. dated the 

zlth ' ^ept 1924, — In eseroisQ of the powers conferred by sections 4, 
17 an 378 (XI of 1878) as applied to 

the , (and in supersession of all 

previous notifications made thereunder, respecting Bangalore] the 
Governor General in Council is pleased to make the following 
rules ; — 

1 Short title— (1) These role may be called the { 

Arms Rules, 1924. 

(2) They shall come into force on the JsP^oblr 

2. Interpretation. — (1) In these rules unless there la anything 
repugnant in the subject or context — 
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(a) “Form” means a Form as set out in Schedule III. 

{b) “the Act” means the Indian Arms Act, 1878, as applied to the 
C^\nl and military statjon Bangalore 
Baroda Cantonment ” ’ 

(c) “the Resident” moans the Resident 

(2) The General Glauses Act, 189? (X of 1897) as applied to the 
Civil and Military Station of Bangalore , ,, , ^ 

B^^ddXcIntonment purpose of the 

interpretation of these rules in like manner as it applies for the 
purpose of the interpretation of an Act of the Governor General 

in Council as applied to the said cJtonmonf 

Application oj the Act. 

3. Exemption and exclusion. — (1) The persons and classes 
of persons and the arms and ammunition specified or described in 
Schedules I and II are, respectively, exempted and excluded to the 
extent and subject to the conditions therein specified from the 
operation of prohibitions and directions contained in the Act : 

Provided that the exemptions specified in Schedule I are made 
subject to the following conditions, namely : — 

(a) they shall not bo deemed to render lawful the import of 
arms or ammunition through the medium of the Post Office into the 

^Xysox*© * 

area to which these rules apply from the areas of the 2ax6d& 

directly administered by His Highness the { Mab a S a Aiekwa F» 

(b) any person so exempted shall register in such manner as 
the Resident may prescribe, any firearm or ammunition for the 
same in respect of which he is exempted from the operation of any 
provision of the Act ; 

(c) every person shall, on the loss or theft of any arm in respect 
of which he is so exempted, forthwith report the occurrence at the 
nearest police station ; and 

{d) the Governor General in Council may, by notification in 
the Gazette of India, direct that any such exemption conferred on 
a class of persons shall cease to extend to any person included 
in that class who may be named in the notification. 

(2) Any person failing to comply with any condition of exemp- 
tion set out in provisos (6) and (c) to sub-rule (1) shall be deemed 
to have violated these rules. 

4 Extension. — For the purposes of the definition of “military 
stores” in section 4 of the Act, all sections are extended throughout 

^ sulphur and saltpetre. 

IjiiporL 

5. Import from British India. — For import of arms, ammunition 
or military stores from British India a copy of export licence 
granted under the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, shall be deemed to 
be an import licence under section 6 of the Act. 
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Expoit 

6. Export to British India — For export to British India a copy 
of the import licence, issued under the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
shall be deemed to be an import licence under section 6 of the Act 

Manujactm e and sale 

7. Manufucturcj conversion, sale and keeping for sale of arms, 
ammunition or military stores. — (l) A licence — 

(a) in Form I to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale, or 

(b) in Form II to sell or keep for sale, 

any arms, ammunition or military stores [other than breech- 
loading rifles, rifle ammunition and military stores for rifles] may be 
granted by the District Magistrate or other officer empowered by 
the Resident in that behalf --*iprovided that no such licence shall be 
granted in the case of pistols or revolvers of 441, ‘455 or any 
intermediate bore, or of ammunition which can be fired from such 
pistol or revolvers], 

(2) A licence- 

la) in Form III to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale, or 

(6) in Form IV to sell or keep for sale, 
breeoh'loading iifles. rifle ammunition or military stores for rifles 
may be granted by the Resident provided that no such licence 
shall be granted in case of rifles of 303 or 450 bore or of pistols or 
revolvers of 441, ‘455 or of any intermediate bore, or ammunition 
which can be fired trom such rifles, pistols or revolvers *(provided 
that no such licence shall be granted in the case of rifles of 303 or 
450 bore or of ammunition which can be fired from such rifles], 

(3) “ 'cer not below the 

rank o may, within the 

local limits of his authority 

(а) entei and inspect any premises in which arms, ammunition 
or military stores are manufactured, converted, sold or kept for 
sale, and 

(б) examine the stock and accounts of receipts and sales of arms, 
ammunition or military stores. 

Keeping Sor safe custody 

8 A licence to keep for safe custody firearms and ammunition 
deposited by their owners for that purpose may be granted in 
Form V-by the District Magistrate or other officer empowered by the 
Resident in that behalf, to the holder ot a licence in Form I, II, 
III, or IV. 


Possession. 

9 Restriction upon possession of cannon and certain other 
articles.^ — (J) No licence shall be granted for the possession of — 

(а) Cannon, 

(б) articles designed for torpedo service, 

*N 0 Tf — iTbe provisos within parenthcsia were added to Bangalore Rule 7(1) 
and (2) by F and P Dept , Notn No 118 G, dated tlw 9tb March 1925 ) 
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(c) war-rockets, or 

(d) machinery for the manufacture of arms or ammunition. 

10. Possession of firearms, ammunition or military stores. — 

Save as otherwise provided by rule 9, a licence for the possession 
only of arms, (other than pistols or revolvers), ammunition or 
military stores may be granted in Form V"I by the District Magis- 
trate or other officer specially empowered by the Resident in 
that behalf. 


Possession and use for target practice by clubs ^ etc. • 

11. Licence for the possession and use of firearms for pur- 
poses of target practice. — A. licence for the possession and use of 
firearms, for the purposes of target practice by the members of any 
military mess or of any club or association may, with the sanction 
of the Resident, be granted in Form VII in the name of the mess, 
club or association by the District Magistrate or other officer em- 
powered by the Resident in that behalf. 

Possession and going armed. 

12. Possession of arms and ammunition and going armed for 
sport, protection or display. — Save as otherwise provided by 
rule 9, a licence for the possession of arms and ammunition in 
reasonable quantities and for going armed for the purpose of sport, 
protection or display, may be granted in Form Vlllj by the District 
Magistrate or other officer empowered by the Resident in that 
behalf : provided that — 

(0 no licence shall be granted for the possession of rifles of [303 
or *450 bore or of pistols or revolvers of ’441, *455 or any intermediate 
bore or of ammunition for the same or for going armed with such 
rifles, pistols or revolvers, unless such rifles, pistols or revolvers 
or such ammunition have been lawfully imported into the 
f G. and M. S. of Bangalore _ , 

(.Baroda Cantonment, 

(u) no licence shall be granted in respect of balled ammunition 
for rifles, pistols or revolvers of such bores, unless the authority 
granting the licence is satisfied that such rifle is lawfully possessed 
by the owner thereof for sporting purposes or that such pistol or 

revolver has been lawfully imported into ( 


as the case may be, and the amount of balled ammunition which 
such licensee may possess, during the period of twelve months next 
ensuing shall be entered in the licences. 

13, Validity of licence granted in British India. A licence 
granted under rule 33 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, may on 
countersignature by the District Magistrate of other offier empower- 
ed by fhe Resident in that behalf, be made valid within the limits 

{fefo^^oiS^subiecttoany restrictions which may 


be imposed by any general or special order of the Resident. 

Application for and grant of licences. 

14, Particulars to be stated in application. — Every person \vho 
wishes to obtain a licence under these rules shall apply in writing 
through the medium of the post office or otherwise at his option to the 
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nearest authority empowered to grant such licence, and shall in, 
such application furnish all such particulars as may be necessary 
to enable such licence to be granted 

15 Form and languages of licences — (1) Every licence shall 
be granted or renewed in the appropriate Form, and subject to the 
conditions set forth in such Form and, save as therein otherwise 
expressly provided, the arms, ammunition or military stores specified 
and the persons named in the licence shall alone be covered 
thereby 

(2) Every such licence shall be written or printed m English 

16 Duration and renewal of licences — (l) Save as herein 
otherwise provided, every licence under these rules shall Unless 
previously cancelled, bo in force for such period and expire on such 
day as, subject to any restrictions or limitation provided in the 
appropriate Form, the authority granting it may enter thereon. 

(2) Every licence may, at its expiration and subject to the same 
conditions (if any) as to previous sanction as would apply in the 
granting thereof, be renewed by the authority who granted it or 
by any authority empowered to grant a licence of the description 
m question provided that a licence in Forms JII and IV may be 
renewed either by the Resident or by the District Magistrate 

17 Diecrelion and control of authorities empowered to grant 
licences — (1) Any authority empowered to grant or renew a 
licence may, m his discretion, — 

(а) refuse to grant or renew such licence, or 

(б) refer the application for orders to the Resident 
provided that m any case in which the authority other than the 
resident refuses to grant or renew a licence, the applicant for such 
grant or renewal may appeal to the Resident, whose decision shall 
be final 

(2) Every such authority shall exercise all powers and perform 
all duties conferred or imposed by these rules, subject to the 
control of the executive authorities to whom he is subordinate * 

18 Obligation to produce licences —(1) Any person who-" 

(а) holds a licence granted or renewed under these rules, or t ? 

(б) IS acting under colour of such licence, 

shall forthwith produce such licence upon the demand of any 
Magistrate or of any Police officer of a rank not below that of 
officer in charge of a police station 

(2) Nothing in sub rule (1) shall be deemed to limit or otherwise 
affect the power of any authority empowered to grant or renew a 
licence to grant or renew it upon any condition not inconsistent 
with that sub rule with respect to the production of such licence 

19 Production of arms — The authority by whom any licence 
has been granted under rule 10, or rule 12, may, for the purpose of 
satisfying himself that any arms covered by auch licence are still 
in the possession of the licensee, at any time while the licence is 
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in force, by order in writing, require the licensee to produce the 
arms at such time and place and for the inspection of such person 
as may bo specified in the order. 


Fees. 


20. Fees payable for licences. — (1) Every licence granted or 
renewed under these rules .shall, save as herein otherwise expressly 
provided, bo chargeable with the fee (if any) indicated in the Form 
in which it is granted or renewed under those rules. 

(2) The Governor- General in Council may, by general or special 
order, grant exemption from, or reduction of, the fee payable in 
respect of any licence. 

(3) No foe shall bo chargeable in respect of the grant or renewal 
of any licence in form VIII to any member of any of the classes of 
persons specified in the first column of Schedule VII to the Indian 
Arms Rules, 1924, for possession of and going armed with the arms 
and ammunition specified in the corresponding entry in the second 
column thereof. 

21. Fees payable for duplicates. — Where a licence granted or 
renewed under these rules is lost or accidentally destroyed, the 
authority empowered to grant such licence may grant a duplicate- 

la) where the original licence was granted without the payment 
of any fee, free of all fees, or 

{b in any other case, on payment of a fee of one rupee or of the 
fee with which the original licence was chargeable, whichever is 
less. 

22. Collection and refund of fees. — (1) All fees payable under 

rule 20 or rule 21 shall be paid by means of non-judicial stamps or 

in cash at the option of the applicant. 

(2) Where a fee of not less than one rupee payable under these 
rule, has been realised, and the application for the grant or renewal 
of a licence or duplicate is refused, the value of the fee shall be 
refunded upon application for the same being made within two 
months from the date of such refusal. 

Savings. 

23. Savings — All ^[exemptions, exclusions or withdrawals made, 
all] licences or duplicates granted or renewed, all fees imposed, 
levied, remitted or reduced, before the passing of these rules 
*[and all powers conferred by or under the Bangalore Arms Rules, 
1921, or any notification hereby superseded, and in force at the 
commencement of this notification] shall, so far as they are consis- 
tent herewith be deemed to have been respectively made, granted, 
renewed, imposed, levied, remitted, or reduced, hereunder. 


*[The portion within brackets relate only to Bangalore.] 
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SCHEDUI.E r —(Sec rule »)— PERSONS Exempted 
rho persona or classes of pwsona specified or described m the first column of the 
sab jomed table are, subject to the provisions of provisos (b) and (c) to rule 3 exempt* 
cd, m respect of the arms and ammunition described m the second column, when 
carried or possessed (savo wheee otherivisa expressly stated) for theie own personal 
use, from such prohibitions and directions contained m the Act as are indicated m 
tha fourth column subject to the provisos and restrictions entered m the third 
column 

The Table 


Persons or clasaca of 
persons 


1 All persona and classes 
of persona who in British 
Indlh are exempted from 
the protuhitloas and di- 
rections contained m sec 
tians IS to 15 of the In 
dian Arms Act^ 1878 (XI 
of 1878' 


i All persons or classes 
of poraons who in the area 
to which these rules 
apply occupy posUiona 
similar to tboso bold by 
persons described m entry 
1 above and ate designat 
ed by tbe Resident 
3 (o) Such members of the 
family of H>s Highness 
.. -- . fofMyaore 
the Maivaiaja I 

and such Axsus , nobles and 
ofilciala as may be desig 
nated by the Resident and 
(6) the retmues of such 
persons referred to in 
sub head (a) on the 
latter entering passing 
through. Or residing In 
(C and M. S of 
. 5 Bangalore 

® 7 Saroda ~Caaton~ 


ment 

to such numbers as way 
be agreed to by the Resi 
dent under bis special or 
general orders 


Arms and ammu 
nition 

Provisos and jestnc 

tlODS 

In respect of such 

Tlie arms or ainmu 

arms and aoimu 

mtioD carried or 

DitioQ as are ape 

possessed by any 

cified In this he. 

person, berem exem 

i half m 

respect of 

pted, shall be of such 

such person, or 

description only and 

class of persona 

shall not exceed 

in Schedule 1 to 

such quantities, if 

the Indian Arms 

any as the Qo^er* 

Rules, 1924 

nor General m Coun 
Cl), or the Resident, 
may declare to be 
reasonable for him 
to cany or possess 

All, except— 

The exemption shall 

(a) cannon. 

be subject to such 

{b) articlea de 

orders as the Rest 

signed for torpe 

dsnt may make 

do' service. 

regarding— 

(c) war rockets 

(a) tbe persons to be 

(d) rifles of 303 

included m this 

or 450 bore and 

category, 

pistols 

and re 

'5) tbe number of re 


of 441. 

tamers and the 

455 or 

any in 

quantity and des 


onptioa of arms and 

(and ammunition 

ammunition to be 

which 

can be 

permitted in each 

fired from tbe 

case and 


not law* 

•((c) Tbe purposes for 

fully 

imported 

which such arms 



0 and 

(d) the area witbm 


M. S of 

which the exemption 


Bang 

13 to be allowed 

into ibo 

lore. 

-f-The exemption shall 

Baroda 

be subject to such 


Canton* 

conditions if say. 


meat 

as may bo prescribed 

(e) macb 

wery for 

by the Resident 

the manufacture 


ofarmsorammu 


Ditlon 

and 


(fi anphanoea the 


object of which 


IS the 

silencing 


of firearms 



Prohibitions 

and 

directions 


These con* 
tained in 
sections 13 
to 15 


•(Cc) Applicable only to Bangalore 1 
fThis proviso applies to item 3(5) of colnwn 1 




JlSangalore . ^ 

• baroda" EULES. 
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SCHEDULE 11.— {See Buie 3.) 

• • tArms, ammunition and military stores excluded. 

The arms, ammunition and military stores described in the first column are 
excluded from the operation of such prohibitions and directions contained in the 
Aot as are indicated in the second column. 


The Table. 

I ■— Wf ■11— ■■ 


Arms, ammunition or military stores. 


1. All arms except — 

(0) cannon, 

lb) fire-arms, 

(c) air guns 

(d) articles designed for torpedo service, 

(e) war-rockets, 

if) machinery for the manufacture of arms, and 

{g) appliances the object of which is the silencing of firearms : 

Provided that the exceptions in respect of cannon and 
firearms and air guns shall not apply 

(a) to cannon and firearms which are obsolete and unservice- 
able and of purely antiquarian value or which are in pos- 
session of a regiment or military mess as trophies or 
curiosities or otherwise solely for purposes of ornament 
or display ; or 

{b) to toy cannon weighing less than 56 lbs. and having — 

(a) a calibre of less than one inch, 

(b) a length of bore of less than 24 inches, 

(c) the interior of the bore unrifled. 

(c) to air guns which satisfy the following test namely, 
that projectiles discharged from such guns do not per- 
forate a target 12 inches square formed by five straw- 
boards of foolscap size, each board being 3-64ths of an 
inch thick and closely held together in a frame. 

Explanation. — In making and estimating the test the follow- 
ing conditions shall be observed, namely ; — 

(1) the gun [or pistol] shall be held horizontally with the 
muzzle at a distance of five feet from the target ; 

(2) the test shall be repeated twenty times for each class 
of projectile which can be discharged from the gun, ]or 
pistol] and 

(3) perforation shall be deemed to be effected in a case 
where the projectile is a dart, if the point of the dart 
pierces the back of the target, and in any other case 
if the projectile passes completely through the back 
of the target. 

2. Sights for rifles imported for the use of, or for sale to, 
the persons enumerated in entry (8) of Schedule I, or 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers of His Majesty’s 
regular forces on a written permit from the officer 
commanding the regiment to which they belong. 

3. Explosives made in small quantities for the purpose of 
chemical experiment and not for practical use or 
for sale ; 

and 

the following classes of explosives when intended bona 
fide for private blasting purposes : — 

(1) gunpowder in any quantity not exceeding 30 pounds *, 

(2) cartridges made with gunpowder and not containing 
their own means of ignition, and containing in all not 
more than 30 pounds of gunpowder ; 

(3) percussion caps. 

(4) safety fuses. J 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 

All ; provided that the 
Resident may by'noti- 
fication in the local 
official gazette, retain 
all or any of the prohi- 
bitions and directions 
contained in the' Act 
in respect of any arms 
in the case of any class 
of persons or of any 
specified area. 


All, 


Those contained in sec- 
tions 5 and 14. 


I Those contained in 
( section 14. 


* The words “or pistol” apply in the case of Barodq. 
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Arms, ammunition or military stores. 


(r All arras, ammunition and military ^ the 

<.». ■* taken out of 

f C and M. S of Bangaloio from the areas of the Mysore 
t Bwo^a Cantonment ftom the ’aiess of the Uaroda 
IgSdTMtly admm,stoied by HH the 
except (m tho case of import) tbrougb tbe medium of the 
Post Office, provided the person | *-^ ^^^ ^8Uch arms, 

ammunition or military stores la lawfully entitled to 
possess them 

6 Gun-wads and wire cartridges 


Prohibitions and 
directions. 


Those contained m sec- 
tion 6 


Ditto 


7 Lead required in good faith for industrial and manu- 
facluriDg purposes (other than manufacture of bullets 
and bird-shot) up to any quantity 


All 


8, Leaden bullets and bird shot in quantity not exceeding All 

such hmita as tho Beaident may fix I 

9. Saltpetre. All 


10 Sulphur in quantities not exceeding such limits as tho 
Resident may fix 


All 


SCHEDULE III {Rule ^I— FORMS op LICENCES 

Form I, (Rule 7 (1) (o)], corresponds to Form IX. appended to 

Indian Arms Rules, 1924, page 

Form II, IRulo 7 (1) (!»)], corresponds to Form X, appended to 

Indian Arms Rules, 1924, page 

Form III, [Rule 7 (3) (o)]. corresponds to Form XI, appended to 

lodisn Arms Rules, 1924, page 

Form IV, [Rule 7 (2) (b)], corresponds to Form XII, appended to 

Indian Arms Rules, 1924, page 

Form V, [ Rule 8 1, corresponds to Form XIII, appended to 

Indian Arms Rules, 1924, page 
Form VI, [Rules 10], Corresponds to Form XIV, appended to 

Indian Arms Rules, 1924, page 

Form VII, [Rule 11], corresponds to Form XV, appended to 

Indian Arms Rules, 1924, page 

Form VIII, [Rule 12], corresponds to Form XVI, appended to 

Indians Arms Rules, 1924, page 


168 ante 

170 ante 

171 ante 

173 ante 

174 anfe, 

175 ante 

176 ante 

177 ante. 
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Looal Rules and Orders [Bengal]. 


BKNOAI. RULES AND ORDERS. 




1. Import and export of arms.—Ftde ‘ nage 48. 

1 A. ImportaUon of arm. of military patterns.- nae Notes to / 1* 89. 

1 B. Refimportation of arm. of mi/itary patterns.— Fide Notes (10) to to 

rule 8 transport by dealers.-nde Note (3) to rule 24 page 100. ' ^ 

3 The following rules have been iramed by Government to . 
cover the case of individuals importing arms into India through 
the Port of Calcutta, as personal luggage 

(1) The Collector of Customs will, under section 6 of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878 (XI of 1878), detain all firearms not covered by licences produced by the owner. 
—(2) He may likewise, if there are reasonable grounds for suspicion, under the sale 
section, detain firearms ostensibly possessed under proper authority.— (3) He will . 
give in the former case a receipt to the owner describing the particulars of the 
weapon ; in the latter case he will report the facts to Government for orders under 
section 6 of the Act.— (4) The owner in the former case will apply for a possession 
licence filing his receipt with the application to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
or Magistrate of the 24 Parganas or Howrah, if he is going to reside in those 
districts. If he is going to reside elsewhere he will apply to the Commissioner of' 
Police for a journey licence to his place of residence. — (5) The licensing authority 
will then dispose of the application, inspecting the weapon, if it wishes to at the 
Customs Ofidce. — (6) On receipt of his licence, if it is granted, the owner will present 
it at the Customs Office, and take possession of his weapon. — (7) In cases where 
the owner cannot spare the time to get a journey licence from the Commissioner of 
Police, he will, after reaching his destination, apply to the local District Magistrate 
for a possession licence for the weapon, filing his Customs receipt.- On receipt of 
the licence he will forward it to a licensed dealer or a recognised shipping agent in 
Calcutta with an order authorising the dealer or the shipping agent to take deli- 
very of the weapon from the Customs Office, and to forward it to him at his expense. 
The Customs authorities shall deliver up the weapon to the dealer or the shipping 
agent on production of the owner's licence and the letter of authority. [Similar 
rules mutatis mutandis have been framed for the import of arms as personal luggage 
through the Port of Chittagong.] • 

4. Journey licences for passengers arms. — Vide Note (1) to rule 34 on page 

112 . 


5. Import licences under Explosives Act required for ammunition. — Vide Note (4) 
to section 6 of the Act, on page 48. 

6. Foreign Inward Mail containing arms and ammunition . — Vide Note (3) to 
section 6 of the Act, page 48. 

7. Articles in transit to foregin territories through Indian Post Office . — Vide 
Note (3) to section 6 of the Act, page 48 

8. Licences for export to Cantonments and Railway lands in Native States. — 
Vide Note (2) to Rule 7, page 90. 

9. The authorities in Bengal empowered to grant licences 
for the export of arms, ammunition or military stores to Indian 
States are the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and the Political Officer in Hill 
Tippera, for the places and subject to the conditions prescribed in 
Schedule VI of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. The export of arms 
ammunition or military stores to a State in India no longer requires, 
the previous sanction of the Political Officer for such State, where 
the consignee is — (i) a Ruling Prince or Chief, {ii) a gazetted officer 
in civil employ or an officer holding His Majesty’s Commission, 
{in) a member of the family of the Ruling Prince or Chief or a 
noble or an official of a State in India who has been designated in 
this behalf by the Local Government or Political Officer concerned, 
(iv) a person included in any of the categories in Schedule I and 
the consignment is intended for the personal use only of the 
consignee. {Vide proviso to rule 39 (Ij (a) of the Indian Arms Rules 
on page 115.) 
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LooAt, Rules \sd Obdebs [Bbnhal]. 


10 Moyapur Warehouse — V\ds Note to sectiOD 7 of the Aot, page 49 

11 Under section 9 o£ the Sea Customs Act, VIII of 1878, the 
following rule is published for general information — 

The import and export manifests of all vessels engaged m the coasting trade or 
vessels trading with ports m the Persian Gulf shall, m future bo required to contain 
a list of all arms and ammunition carried by such vessels as a part of their equip 
ment or armament and likewise of all arms and ammunition being the personal 
property of the master, the olHccrs and the crow on board such vessels This 
ln'’ormation must be furnished m the manifest for each port to which the vessel is 
bound (Notification dated the 7th Sepr 1889 ) 

13 It IS notified for general information that in exercise of the 
powers conferred under section 157 of the Sea Customs Act 
VIII of 1878 — 

The provisions of sections 55 and 63 of the Act are extended to coasting vessels 
owned and manned by natives of India and to vessels plying under general passes 
under section 164 of the Act so far as regards tho specification by the master m the 
import and export manifests of all arms ammunition carried on such vessels as 
part of their equipment or armament and likewise of all arms and ammunition on 
board being the personal property of the master, the officers and the crow working 
on board such vessels (Bengal Notn . dated the 7th Sept 1889 ) 

13 Export to Indian Slatet — l^ide Note (2) to Rule 17 page 97 

14 Export of cannon — Vide Note (1) to Rule 17, page 97 

15 luue of transport licence for definite consignments -^Vxtie Note (5) to 
Rule 24, page 100 

16 Import and transport Note (i) to rule 24 page 101 

17 13 Remission of fees for licences —Ptde Notes to rule 46, page 121 ante 

19 With a view to prevent the leakage of firearms through 
officers and crew of vessels calling at the Port of Calcutta, the follow- 
ing warning notice has been prescribed The notice should bo 
printed in heavy typo under the signature of the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, and distributed by him to shipping firms for circu- 
lation to officers and crew on the arrival of vessels and for posting 
up in conspicuous places on the ship Copies should also be sent 
to Port Officer, Calcutta 

tho Pori of Calcutta are hereby warned 
y stores to any person m India Is, unless 
the Indian Arms Aot punishable with 

imprisonment or with fine or with both 

To avoid tho risk of incurring these penalties owners of such articles should in 
all cases before transferring them to any person m India apply for information to the 
Commissioner of Police in Calcutta or to Aiagistrates at other ports of call 

A similar notice with the requisite notification should be issued 
over the signature of the District Magistrate of Chittagong and 
distributed to the agents of shipping firms in Chittagong and to 
the Port Officer (Bengal No 136 37 P — D, dated tho 28th 
April 1916 ) 

20 Application of Ad to arms other than firearms — aa Note (4) to (9) to 
Schedule II page 147 148 

21 Prohibitions affecting Bayonets — Vide Note (4) to (6) to Schedule II, 
page 147 

22 Prohibitions affecting Air FtsloU — Vide Notes (5) to (8) to Schedule 11, 
pages 147 

23 Prohibitions affecting Daggers — P'sife Notes <4 ) to (8) to Schedule IX pages 
147, ante 

24 Prohibitions affecting Swords — F“idc Notes (4) to (8) to Schedule If pages 
147 148. 

24A Extension to Bengal of section 15 of the Act. — Note to section 15 
of the Act page S3 

25 Leaden Bullets and Bird shot — Vide Note (11) to Schedule II, on page 148. 

26. Sulphur. — Vide Note (12) to Schedule II, on page 148 
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iJKKO-iX, nULh'S AJffD OHVERS. 


, , ^ . . t F/V/zf Note /"JJ <0 sootion 6 of the Act. „„„„ io 

1. Import and export of arms. > ^ p.. . ]»T(,+g„ x. T?ii 1 p 7 ,P^8e 4o. 

1 A. Importation of arm* of zmlitary pattcrns.-FtUe fiotes to «ule 7 p gg 
^ of arm* of military patterns.— Vide Notes (10) to 


1 R Kc-importation 

rule transport by cloalors.-Vide Note (3) to rule 24 page 100. 

3 Tho following rules have been framed by Government to . 
cover the case of individuals importing arms into India through 
the Port of Calcutta, as personal luggage 

(ll Tho CoIJootor of Customs will, under section 6 of the Indian Arms Act, 
1873 (XI of 1878}, detain ail firearms not coveted by licences produced by the owner. 

/o) Ho may likowiso, if there are reasonable grounds for suspicion, under the sale 

section, detain firearms ostensibly possessed under proper authority.— (3) He will 
give in tho former caso a receipt to tho owner describing the particulars of the 
weapon; In the latter oaso ho will report the facts to Government for orders under 
section 6 of tho Act. — (4) Tho owner in tho former case will apply for a possession 
licence filing his receipt with tho application to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
or Alagistrato of tho 24 Parganas or Howrah, if he is going to reside in those 
districts. If ho is going to reside elsewhere ho will apply to the Commissioner of 
Police for a journey licence to his place of residence. — (5) The licensing authority 
will then dispose of the application, inspecting the weapon, if it wishes to at the 
Customs Office. — (6) On receipt of his licence, if it is granted, the owner will present 
it at the Customs Office, and take possession of his weapon. — (7) In oases where 
the owner cannot spare tho time to get a journey licence from the Commissioner of 
Polioe, he will, after reaching his destination, apply to the local District Magistrate 
for a possession licence for the weapon, filing his Customs receipt.- On receipt of 
the licence he will forward it to a licensed dealer or a recognised shipping agent in 
Calcutta with an order authorising tho dealer or the shipping agent to take deli- 
very of the weapon from tho Customs Office, and to forward it to him at his expense. 
The Customs authorities shall deliver up the weapon to the dealer or the shipping 
agent on production of the owner's licence and the letter of authority. [Similar 
rules mutatis mutandis have been framed for the import of arms as personal luggage 
through the Port of Chittagong.] 

4. Journey licences for passengers arms . — Vide Note (1) to rule 34 on page 

112 . 


5. Import licences under Explosives Act required for ammunition. — Vide Note (4) 
to section 6 of the Act, on page 48. 

6. Foreign Inward Mail containing arms and ammunition. — Vide Note (3) to 
section 6 of the Act, page 48. 

7. Articles in transit to foregin territories through Indian Post Office.— Ffde 
Note (3) to section 6 of the Act, page 48 

8. Licences for export to Cantonments and Railway lands in Native States. — ■ 
Vide Note (2) to Rule 7, page 90. 

9. The authorities in Bengal empowered to grant licences 
for the export of arms, ammunition or military stores to Indian 
States are the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and the Political OfScer in Hill 
Tippera, for the places and subject to the conditions prescribed in 
Schedule VI of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. The export of arms 
ammunition or military stores to a State in India no longer requires, 
the previous sanction of the Political Officer for such State, where 
the consignee is — (^) a Ruling Prince or Chief, (u) a gazetted officer 
in civil employ or an officer holding His Majesty’s Commission, 
(in) a member of the family of the Ruling Prince or Chief or ^ a 
noble or an official of a State in India who has been designated in 
this behalf by the Local Government or Political Officer concerned, 
(iv) a person included in any of the categories in Schedule I and 
the consignment is intended for the personal use only of the 
consignee. (Vide proviso to rule 39 (1) (a) of the Indian Arms Rule? - 
on page 115.) 
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10 Moyapur Warehouse — Note to section 7 of the Aot, page 49 

11 Undor section ^ ^ ‘ct, Vlllof 1878, the 

' ion — 

m tha coaatiag trade or 

’ > — o»ui , u miuro, bo required to contain 

a ast of all arms and amciunUioa carried by such vessels as a part of their equip- 
mont or armament and likewise of all arms and afamumtiou being the personal 
property of tho master, the officers aod the orow on board such vessels This 
rn'ormation must be furnished in the manifest for each port to which the vessel is 
bound iHotl&cahoa dated the ?th Sepr 1889 ) 

13 Ib IS notified for general information that in exercise ot tho 
powers conferred under section 157 of the Sea Customs Act 
Vni of 1878,— 

Tho provisions of Sections 85 and of the Act are extended to coasting vessels 
owned and manned by natives of India and to vessels plying under general passes 
under section 164 of the Act so far as regards the specification by the master, lu the 
import and export manifcats of ail arms ammunition carried on such vessels as 
part of their equipment or armament and hkeivise of all arms and ammuoltloo on 
board being the personal property of the master, the officers, and the crow workiag 
on board such vessols iBengal Notn , dated the 7th Sept 1889 } 

13 Export to fndian State* — VtJe Kota (2) to Rule J7, page 97 

14 Export of cannon — Vide Note (1) to Rulo 17, page 97 

15 Ittue of transport licence for definite consignments —Vids Note te) tv 

Rulo 24 page 100 

16 Import and transport— -Fide Koto (5) to rulo 24 pago lOl 

17-18 Remission of fees for licences— Vide Kotos to rule 48, page I2I» «*** 

19. With a View to prevent the leakage of firearms 
officers and crew of vessels calling at the Port of Calcutta, the 
mg warning notice has been prescribed Tho notice 
printed in heavy type under the signature of the Comiuis»*oa«^ 
Police, Calcutta, and distributed by him to shipping firm‘d f'Jf 

lation to officers and crew on the arrival of vessels and 

up m cotispicuQus places on the ship Copies should al'-o ^ 
to Port Officer, Calcutta 

Officers and crews of vPRSfti<i O'.!! ^ ^ 


' .. w j-uiite m C/aicuUa or Jo Magufrale5at otbfrp^f^ 

A similar notice with the requisite notidwhort and 

over the signature of the District ilagistrate of ym ^ /j, 

distributed to the agents of shipping Srms m b/mw 
the Port Officer (Bengal No 136 37 P-"P* 

April 1916 ) .«Ai h «* (0 

20 Application of Act to xroji olicr /J/r*/®* 

•' "• 

"““'If P.oi„i.u„„. .K„.™ A., A .»(JM..MU‘.oW«l.ll, 

23^' Pr<.b.b..„„, Dw™.-r, ‘■'"'“lo !»» ' 

147, ante , , 

24 Pr.b,b.l.„», .ffeebns (4) 0(8)1. Vl.frlol. If, V.IS'« 

147-148 , 4 

24A Extennon to Bwed cf *^ ’’*»'* 1'^ (AoAct.— Kf/rf Jfotn to '» 

of the Act page 53 

^ Leaden Bulleli*»4Brif*i^-'D-VKdo pi) 

26. Sulphur. — te Scliftdblft 





UaaJ [Bknoai;]. 
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S / “ 4 


A 


,/,« , 

Thin is a qua: 


of going armed with 
^>ther hunting knives 
V?*' '^ion of fact to be 
ct-<V. ^»f^o tioub o edged typo bx . knife 

\/so!i/<i bo treated as dagger, and the ' 


M*,.^‘T;ner 


IsfU '• k:v*;‘^}^,;,„ce to go armed with it. F;V/e case of Bishan 
.5 nfl>t • i ,?/ .section 4 of t 


the Act, page 43. 
■P'iilti Note to rulo 48, page 121. 


. ..,r4<4 

!ic*ixussioii or Reduction of fees. — In exorcise of the powers 


by of tho Court Fees Act, 1870 (VII of 1870) as 

by Fart I of tlio First Schodulo to tho Devolution Act, 1920 
of 19-d) tho Governor in Council i.s pleased — 

' fl) to reinic all fees payable under Schedule 11 of the said Act 
UDUU for tho grant or renewal of licences or duplicates 

under the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, in respect of which a fee is 
payable under those Rules, and 

(2) to reduce to one anna all fees, exceeding one anna, payable 
under tho .said Schedule upon other applications relating to licences 
or duplicates granted or renewed under tho said Rules in all 
districts in tho Presidency of Bengal. {Bengal I^otn. No. 1711 PI, 
dated the 17th Juno 1924.) 

•Vo/e.— The oJTcct of this notifioatioa is that tho Court Fco payable on appeals 
against the refusal of a licence under rule 43 of tho Indian xlrms Rules, 1921, 
is one aunu. 

30. Fees for ipuzzle-loading pistols. — Vide Note (4) to Rulo 46, page 121. 

31. Fees for licences for sulphur. — Vide Note (3) to Rulo 46, page 121. 

32. Scale of arms for exempted persons. — Vide Note (14) to Schedule I, 
page 132. 

33. Licence for excess weapons. — Vide Note (15) to Schedule I, page 133. 

33A. Licence for ammunition of prohibited bores. — Vide Notes (5) and (6) to 
Rule 7, page 90, and Note (1) to Rule 28, page 104, ante. 

34. Certificates of exemption, — Vide Note (16) to Schedule I. page 133. 

35. Improper use of arras by exempted persons. — Vide Note (7) to Rule 3 
page 88, 


36. Registration of firearms by exempted persons. — Vide Note (17) to Schedule 
I, page 133. 

37. Should there be any difficulty or doubt as to the adequacy 
or accuro-cy of any description or should any exempted person be 
unable to fill in the Enquiry Form (referred to in the preceding rule — 
Vide page 133) satisfactorily, an officer of suitable standing should be 
deputed, by previous arrangement with the person concerned, to fill 
in the form after inspection of the weapons. The form when received 
back from the exempted person should be grouped in Guard File 
according to entries in schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules. It 
is not necessary to maintain any regular registers as these guard 
files should suffice, while it will be an easy matter for the District 
Officer or the Commissioner of Police to forward the Form for any 
exempted individual to the officer in the district or town to which 
such person removes. To facilitate reference to the papers in the 
guard files an index should be prepared and kept up to date. 
(Bengal No. 1561-67 P. J., dated 1st April, 1920.) 

38-42. Retainers . — Vide Notes (14) (»)-(w) to Rule 33, on pages 110-111, ante. 

43. The following Notice which is published by the Army 
Dept, in the Calcutta Gazette in January and July every year 
indicates the authorities to whom applications for the services 



Looaii RuLta AND OfiDBRS — [B engal] 233 

of ox-sepoya should be made and the particulars that should be 
furnished in the application — 

The services of pensioned and discharged sepoys of the ladiaa Army required 
for employment m civil capacitiea may be obtained on application to- 
ll) Recruiting Staff Officer at the following stations —Peshawar for Pathans 
Jhelum for Punjabi Muhammadans , JuUunder for Sikhs and Dogras Agra for 
Rajputana and Central India Hindus and Muhammadans Delhi for Jats and 
Hindustani Muhammadans , Lucknow for Hindustani Hindus , Poona for Hahrattas 
and Dekhani Muhammadans (ii) Pension Pay Master, Madras, for Madrasis 

All applications from employers should include the particulars shown below, 
and should bo addressed to the officers referred to at the places above mentioned — 

(1) Name of person or firm offering employment (2) Nature of. and place at 
which employment is offered (3) Proposed pay and Period for which employment 
is offered (4) Whether railway fare to placo of employment will be paid or not 
(5) Whether return railway fare will be paid m case of pensioner being discharged 
for no fault of his own or after a definite period of service (6) Class of men required 
e g , Sikh, Pathan, Dogra, etc 

Reference should he made to this notice from time to time as changes in the 
details are not always reproduced m correction slips to the [Bengal] Manual 

44 Persons desiring to employ ex sepoys as armed retainers 
and guards for the protection of their property may be advised by 
the District Magistrate to submit their applications through him 
When such applications are received, the District Magistrate should 
forward them to the Military Officer concerned after he has satisfied 
himself that they are in order and that the complete information 
required m the notice has been furnished It is not of course 
intended that Government should assume any responsibility for 
the pay of the eS'sepoys , but, if District Magistrates think it 
advisable they may, before forwarding the application to the 
Military authorities, require the applicant to deposit a sum 
sufficient to cover the travelling expenses and the pay for a reason* 
able period of the men whom it is desired to employ When such 
deposit has been made, the Military authorities should be informed 
(Bengal No 8926 P, dated the 9th Aug 1915 and No 6378 — 6404 
P , dated the 28th April 1916 ) 

45 Exemption of public servants —Vide Notes (3) and (4)to section 1 of the Act, 
page 40, ante 

46. The following Government servants, who are in the 
opinion of the Local Government required to possess arms for 
the adequate discharge of their duty should be allowed a licence 
for one smooth bore gun, free of licence fees, provided there is 
no individual objection to the grant of an arm licence in the terms 
of item 7 of Schedule VII of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, ujs , 
(1) All subordinates from foresters upwards who are posted in the 
Dooars and Terai, viz , the lower parts of Kurseong and Kalimpong 
Forest divisions and in the whole of the Jalpaiguri, Buxa and 
three Chittagong Divisions, — (2) all subordinate officers, from forest 
guards upwards who are posted in the Sundarbuns — Provided 
that the Divisional Forest officer certifies that the applicant falls 
within these categories, and requires firearms for the purpose of 
self-protection in the course of his duties (Bengal Notn No 1658 
PI , dated the 5th June 1924 ) 

46A Exemption from fee, elc.—Vtde Note (2) to Schedule Vll, page 161 

47 Exemptions, etc — Vide Noto (2) to Schedule I, page 127 

46 50 Arms comprising the equipment, etc— Fide Notes (.4), (5) and (6) to 
section 1 of the Act, page 40 ante 

30 
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Note. — T hese orders [pages 39-40] apply to persons exempted under section 1 (bl 
of the Aofc. For the purposes of clauses (3) and (4) in Schedule VII of the Indian 
.^ms Rules, 1924, the above (page 40) description of the equipment will apply to 
officers who retire after the 15th March, 1924. Such officers are therefore entitled 
to a free licence for two revolvers or two pistols or one revolver and one pistol 
which formed part of their equipment, provided that one of these weapons takes 
Government ammunition of ‘455 bore. Military officers who retired before the 15th 
March, 1924 are entitled to free licences for revolvers or automatic pistols which 
are proved' to have formed part of their equipment when in the service irrespective 
of bore. For ex-officors of the Auxiliary Force, equipment has not been defined 
and licensing officers before issuing free licences need only satisfy themselyes 
that the weapons for which exemption is claimed actually formed part of the officer’s 
equipment, findia No. F.-21-XXV-25 dated the 28th July, 1925). 

51. In matters affecting the administration of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, the following functions should be performed by 
District Magistrates personally — 

(1) the grant of licences for pistols and revolvers, (2) the grant, and cancella- 
tion of licence for all firearms, (3) the disposal of all cases in which a licensee 
fails to produce the weapons when he is called upon to do so after purchase or 
af other times, (4) the making of recommendations in all applications for exemption. 
(5) the issue of licences to go armed on a journey, (6) the issue of licences to deal 
in firearms, (7) the institution of ail prosecutions under the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 
(8) the fixing of the quantity of ammunition to be allowed to a licensee in the case 
of weapons for which Government have prescribed a maximum limit, (9) the disposal 
of confiscated arms, (10) the inspection of unserviceable weapons, (11) the grant of 
rewards in cases under the Arms Act, and (12) disposal of applications for the 
inclusion of retainers under licences in Forms XVI and XX. 

A District Magistrate may, however, by a written order, 
delegate his duties numbered (5), (9), (10) and (11) to the Addi- 
tional Magistrate where there is such an officer and entrust to a Joint, 
Assistant, or Deputy Magistrate the verification of the deposit of 
Firearms when a licence is cancelled or an exemption is withdrawn, 
(Bengal No, 826 — 30P., dated the 28th Feb. 1913, and No. 5073 P., 
dated the 25th Aug. 1911 and E. B. and A., No. 4097—4101 F„ dated 
the 23rd Dec. 1911.) 

52. The following qualifications may be taken as rendering 
an applicant suitable for the grant of a licence and previous 
enquiry should not, as a rule, be necessary when these qualifications 
are forth-coming : — 

(f) Membership of any order established by the Crown, or the possession of a 
title conferred or recognised by the Government of India or of the Kaisar-i-Hmo 
Medal ora certificate of honour, (u) Membership, past or present, of the Indian 
or Provincial Legislatures or inclusion in the list of Provincial Darbaris. P^y* 
ment of not less than Rs. 500 land revenue or Es, 100 in roads and public worKS 
cesses, (iv) Any payment of income-tax. (t;) Being a Government _ officer in receipt 
of a salary not less than Rs. 100 per month, (vi) Being a commissioned or gazettea 
officer of His Majesty’s Naval, Military or Air Forces, Indian Marine Service or a 
commissioned Indian officer of the Imperial Service Troops in active semce* 
(vii) Being a pensioned officer who before retirement was by virtue ofhisomoial 
position included in any of the classes described in (v) or (vi) above. Where tne 
qualifications in respect of payment of land revenue, cess or income-tax are 
by a Joint Family they should be taken to qualify the head of the family to tne 
same extent as if he possessed them personally. 

While the qualifications stated should ordinarily be taken as 
rendering an applicant suitable for the grant of a licence for a rirle 
or smooth-bore gun not of prohibited bore and previous _ enquiry 
should not as a rule be necessary when these qualifications are 
forth-coming, it lies within the discretion of the licensing authority 
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to direct such enquiry when he considers that he cannot properly 
exercise his responsibility under the Act without further information 
aa to the applicant, (Bengal No. 553—560 PI , dated the 13th 
February 1924) 

53 Licence* in Bakarganj.—Ftiie Note to section 18 of the Act, page 63 ante 

54. In the case of applicants for licences not falling within 
the classes specified in para 52 thd Magistrate or the Commissioner 
of Police shall Cause such enquiries as he considers necessary to 
be made as to the character and status of the applicant and his 
fitness to receive a licence, and should satisfy himself that the 
arms are reasonably required for the purposes stated in the appli- 
cation. Where considered desirable enquiries may be made through 
other agencies in addition to, or m substitution for, the police. 

^ ^ 55. The grant of permits for the purchase of arms and ammu- 
nition before the issue of the prescribed licence is forbidden except 
when prescribed licence forms are exhausted and, it is necessary, 
to issue a provisional licence or permit All that is necessary is 
to issue the licence with an endorsement that the weapon, when 
purchased, is to be produced within a certain time Particulara 
of the weapon supplied should be entered by the dealer in the 
column provided for the purpose m Form XVI, (Bengal No 4043- 
4048 PI , dated the 21st Nov 1921). 

56. All applications for licences will be entered on receipt in 
the Magistrates’ office m a “Eegister of application under the AitUB 
Act" (Form No. 4 ) The entries m the register will be arranged 
by thanas. all applications being entered m one volume, which 
should last for several years. When a preliminary enquiry is 
necessary the application, with a copy of the enquiry (Form No S), 
wiU be despatched direct to the officer entrusted with the enquiry 
The Magistrate ordering the enquiry will invariably fix a returnable 
date, which in the case of applications forwarded to officers in charge 
of police-stations, and in the absence of special urgency, will ordinari- 
ly be one month ahead, so as to allow time for submission through 
the prescribed officers. The District Magistrate will pay particular 
attention to the punctual return of such applications Blank spaces 
have been left against heading XII, (in Form 5], as it is not inten- 
ded that the form should be regarded as precluding enquiry on other 
points, and the space allowed will enable additional information 
to be called for to meet local peculiarities An enquiry, for instance, 
as to the number of guns already possessed in the village will not 
only be advantageous in itself but will bring the matter at regular 
intervals to the notice of the officer in charge of the police-station 
in which the village is situated. In the case of applications which 
are rejected the entry in column 7 of the register will be made in 
red ink for facility of reference, and before an enquiry report is 
submitted to the District Magistrate the register should be examined 
to see whether an application has been rejected within the last 
three years Successful and unsuccessful applications should be 
kept in two separate guard files in chronological order These are 
0 class papers. In the event of a licence being granted on appeal 
to the Commissioner under rule 43 of the Indian Arms Buies the 
fact should be noted in column 8, 
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Form 4. Register of applications, (Rule 56 above). 


Serial No. 

Dale of petition. 

Name and 
residence of 
applicant, j 

1 ! 
1 

Purport 
of j 

petition. 

Preliminary 
order and date 
by which the 
report (if any) 
called for 
must bo 
submitted. 

] 

Date of 
submission 
of report. 

Final 

order 

and 

dale. 

! 

Remarks. 

1 

0 

3 

4 i 

» 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Form 5. Form of Enquiry on an Application for a Licence (Rule 56 above). 

I. Name, ago and address * of applicant. 

II. Character of weapon and licence applied for. 

III. Whore docs applicant usually rosido ? 

IV. Approximate income of applicant (or of family ^¥hero ho is a member of a 
joint family.) What sum, if any, does applicant pay as (1) income-tax, (2) chauki- 
dari-tax ? 

V. (a) Is applicant the head of the household ; if not who is ? 

(b) Do any members of his family living with or near him possess a licence ? 

VI. Is applicant or any of his near relatives concerned in any land dispute ? 

VII. Has applicant over been concerned in any riot or other criminal case ? 

VIII. What is applicant’s character (by general repute or from your personal 
knowledge) ? 

IX. Give other particulars regarding applicants antecedents. 

X. Are there any wild animals from the ravages of which it is necessary for 
the applicant to have a gun to protect his crops ? State the number of men and cattle 
killed during the year by wild animals in the village or neighbourhood. 

XI. If the licence is desired for protection of valuable property kept (at appli- 
cant's homestead, give a brief description of its situation and surroundings. 

XII, Miscellaneous, 


(c) 

XIII. Recommendation of the enquiring officer 

XIV, Form of licence recommended 

XV. Area for which recommended 

Signature of the enquiring officer. 

Remarks of the Sub-divisional officer. 

Remarks of the Superintendent' of Police- 

Orders of the District Magistrate. 

Note. — Items III-XV are to bo filled in and signed after a personal enquiry by 
the officer in charge of ths police-station when this form is addressed to him, and 
this enquiry slip should be submitted through the sub-divisional Officer to the Super- 
intendent of Police who will forward it to the District Magistrate but when enquiries 
are made by agencies other than the police the enquiry slip should be returned 
through Sub-divisional Officer to the District Magistrate. 

57. Among fclie proper reasons for refusing a licence are — (1) 
Prevalence in the neighbourhood of riots and especially of riots in 
which firearms have been used and of serious land disputes likely to 
result in disorder. (2) Such misconduct of the applicant^ or his 
near relatives or dependents as causes reasonable apprehension that 
a gun may be misused. (3) Culpable negligence resulting in the 
loss of weapon. 

There are no orders in force at present prescribing a maximum 
number of licences for any District. The practice of makin g it a 

•Note. — S ee section 2 of 'Act XVI of 1908. Against this question it is to be 
stated whether, the father of the applicant is aliye or depd, 
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condition of the grant or renewal of a licence that the applicant 
shall subscribe to a work of public utility is expressly forbidden 
An applicant who has a genuine need for a Ucenco should not be 
refused a licence on the ground of his politics unless the District 
Magistrate has reason to apprehend that the gun may be misused 
The policy adopted by Government is a liberal issue of licences 
for smooth bore guns (t) for protection and for sport in Form XVI, 
(») for going armed for the destruction of wild animals which do 
injury to human beings or cattle under Form XVIII, and (m) for 
going armed for the destruction of wild animals doing injury to 
crops or cattle under Form XIX, subject to reasonable precautions 
against guns coming into the bands of persons who are likely to 
misuse them. 

58 Licences for pislolt and revolvers ytde Note (4) to rulo 33, pago 108 anie 

58-A. Proviso (,t) to rule 33 (1) of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
prohibits the grant of a licence for weapons of certain bores unless 
they have been lawfully imported into British India. The import 
of these weapons and ammunition is prohibited in rule 7 of the same 
rules They can therefore only be lawfully imported mto British 
India with the sanction of the Government of India No licensing 
officer is competent therefore either to grant a licence for the 
possession of such a weapon before its import or to license posses* 
Sion after its import, unless he is satisfied that the import of the 
weapon for which the licence is issued has been sanctioned by the 
Government of India. This applies to weapon required for personal 
use as much as to any other class of firearm . and the restriction 
IS to be closely observed In the event of such a weapon arriving 
at an Indian port it will be detained under section 6 of the Act, 
pending orders of the Government of India. (H D No P.-21.XVII- 
25 Police dated the 9th September, 1925 ) 

59 60 Renewal of licence m a district other than that m which it was granted 
see Note (7) to Rule 33 page 108, and Note (2) to Rule 42 page 118 

61. Application for licences may, outside the town of Calcutta, 
be received by any Stipendiary Magistrate for transmission to the 
District Magistrate. (Rules of 24th March 1879), 

62 All India Licence.— ride Note (8) under Rule 33, page 109. 

63 Single Licence. — Vide Note (9) under Rule 33, oq page 109 

64 Licence for cultivators and sbikans —Vtde Note (10) under Rule 33, 
page 109 

65. Ball and shot gun.— Fide Note (11) under Rule 33, page 109 

66. 67 Automatic guns — Vtde Note (12) and (13) to Rule 33, page 109 

68. Failure to produce arms — Fide Note (2) to Rule 45 pageJllS 

69 70, Air guns and air nlles.— Fide Notes (9) and (10) to Schedule II, on 
page 148 

71 It IS undesirable to keep a large surplus stock of licence 
Forms. District Officers should prepare their indents carefully and 
restrict them to a very small margin over known requirements. 
Oare must be taken to see that the licence forms do not fall into 
improper hands and all licence forms in stock should be kept under 
lock and key in charge of a responsible officer 

72 A register is to be kept in Form No 6 in the offices of all 
District Magistrates. It should be written up police-station by 
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police-station, with separate volumes for each. (Bengal No. '4296 
.P. D,, dated the 22nd October, 1913) , . 


Form 6, Register of licences issued lb persons residing in the police-station. 


Serial number of licence. 

Form of licence. 

Description and weapon. 

Number of gun. 

Name, father's name and 
residence of licensee. 

Date of issue of licence. 

Dates op Renewal. 

Remarks: 

(Date of can- 
cellation 
should be 
entered in' red 
ink in this 
column. 

1 


! 

1 


! 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

! 

i 

3 

1 

4 ! 5 

1 ® 

6 

1 

8 






14 

15 

IF 


73. All weapons that do not bear a maker’s or importer’s 
name and number must be stamped on the metal with the district 
letter and the district number. The stamping will be done as 
follows : — 

(1) Rifles, on the barrel and breecB. (2) Guns other than rifles, on the barrel. 
(3) Revolvers, on the barrel and cylinder. (4) Pistols, including automatic pistols, 
on the barrel. 


Weapons bearing proper numbers on the metal need not be so 
marked unless their owners desire, but district Magistrates should 
comply with the wishes of any persons desiring weapon belonging 
to them to be marked for the purpose of identification. 

The district letters are as follows : — 

Bakarganj 
Bankura 
Birbhum 
Bogra 
Burdwan 
' • Calcutta 

Chittagong , ... 

Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 

Dacca 


Darjeeling 

Dinajpur 

Faridpur 

Hooghly 

Howrah 

Jalpaiguri 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Malda 

Midnapur 

Murshidabad 

Mymensingh 

Nadia 

Noakhali 

Pabna' ' 

Rajshahi 

Rangpur 

Tippera 

24-Parganas 


B. 

B. A. ' 
B. 1. ' 

B. O. 
bB. U. 
bC. 

C. H. 

H. T. 

D. 

. D. G. - 
-D. N. 

F, • ‘ ' 

H.G. . 
,H,H. 

J. 

J. ' 

K. ■ ■ ' 
M. ■ 
'M.T.- ' 
M. D.. .. 

M. y. . 

N. 

n; ■ ■ 

p. - ■ 

R, - 
R. G. 

T. ■ ’ 
A, 


• « • 
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Uq numbered and insufHciently marked fire arms which may be found in the 
possession of exempted persona should be numbered m accordance with the instruo* 
tions given above E B andA, Jud Bepk, No 83—87, dated the 29th Oofc 19D8 
Bengal No 2262 P , dated the 21st Match 19U . E B andA No 3753— 57 Pl , dated 
the 8th Nov 1311, and No 503— 12 PI , dated the 26th E®b 1912) 

74 Particulfirs of ammunUion allowed should be endorsed by 
the licensing ajfchority in the appropriate column of the licence 
against each weapon. The maximum amount of ammunition which 
may be possessed by the holders of licences m Forms XVJ, XVIII 
and XIX of the Indian Arms Rules. 1924, is as follows 


Description of aims for 
\vbicb ammunition is to 
be posqessed 

Maximum quantity of 
ammunition to be possessed 
at one time by holders of 
Iiconees in Forms XVI, 
XVIU and XIX 

Maximum quantity of am- 
mumtiOD to be possessed 
duriDg the year by holders 
of licences in yorins 

XVI. XVni and XIX 

1 

2 

3 

Smooth bore muzzle load 




No limit ! 

No limit 

Smooth bote breech load j 

1 


ing gun I 

No limit 1 

No limit 

NiQe 22 bore I 

No limit 1 

No limit 

Eille of other bores 

so rounds 1 

1 200 rounds 

Revolvers and pistols 1 

50 , 1 

. 100 


This removal of the limit does not apply to licences in forms 
XVII and XX which are only for a specific quantity of ammunition 
of any kind as indicated in condition 2 of those licences 

The District Magistrate may at his discretion allow any reason 
able quantity in excess of the limit prescribed to a person who can 
prove that he needs more ammunition. 

75. In November of every year the officerB-iD-cbarge of police- 
stations should be called upon to report to the Superintendent of 
Police — (?) whether any licensee is dead, and (») whether there is 
any objection to the renewal of any licence. They should not 
comment on the suitability of each licensee on the list but state 
when definite ob 3 ection is taken to the renewal of a licence, the 
grounds of this objection. The Superintendent of Police will for- 
ward the reports of the thana officers, together with his remarks, 
to the District Magistrate who wiU transmit them to the Sub- 
divisional Officer who itf now empowered to renew licences in Form 
XVI under rule 42 (3), proviso (6), of the Indian Arms Rules In 
the case of an adverse report on a licensee the District Magistrate 
should pass orders and the final decision will rest with him but m 
all other cases the Sub-divisional Officer Is empowered to renew 
licences, without the orders of the District Magistrate on the list 
The renewal of licences will be reported to the District Magistrate 
or other authority issuing the licence for the purpose of making the 
necessary entry on the counterfoil, when this is not in the 8ub- 
divisionai office. The licensees whose licences are not to be re- 
newed should be served with a notice calling upon them under sec- 
tion 16 of the Act to deposit their arms and the licences at the 
nearest pohce-station or with a licensed dealer within fourteen days 
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from the receipt of the notice.' Those whose licences are to be 
renewed should be called upon by a notice circulated through thana 
officers, or by postcards addressed to the licensees, as most con- 
venient, to submit their applications for renewal before the 1st of 
January. 

76. The production of weapons before renewal of licence is 
based on rule 45 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, empowering the 
authority by whom a licence was granted to require the licensee to 
produce the licence. The policy of requiring the production of all 
weapons as a matter of course before renewal of licence has, however, 
been relaxed and the following principles should ordinarily be 
observed. The production of automatic pistols and revolvers before 
the renewal of licence should be required unless the licensing autho- 
rity has definite reasons for dispensing with their production. In 
the case of shot-guns and rifles not of prohibited bore in the hands 
of literate persons in urban areas the production of the weapon 
should not ordinarily be necessary, but the licensee should be re- 
quired to file with his application for renewal a declaration that the 
weapon in question is in his possession and in good condition and 
that the number of the weapon has been inspected and found to 
tally with that of his licence. Intimation to licensees to apply for 
the renewal of their licences, whether in the form of postcard or a 
notice served through the thana should state in all cases whether 
the weapon is to be produced. 

77. In the case of illiterate persons and the majority of li- 
censees in rural areas production of the weapon before the re- 
newal of the licence will still be necessary in order to verify that 
the arms are in good condition and the number correct. A date 
should be fixed by the District Officer on which the weapons from 
each area are to be produced for inspection. This work will be done 
in the Sadar Sub-division by a Joint, Assistant or Deputy Magistrate 
and in other Sub-divisions by the Sub-divisional Officer. So far as 
possible it should be done on tour, officers fixing convenient centres 
such as police stations for the production of weapon and renewal 
of licences, instead of summoning licensees to the district or Sub- 
divisional head-quarters. The Officer deputed to carry out this 
work will be supplied, before the date fixed, with the orders of the 
District Magistrate or Sub-divisional Officer regarding the licences 
to be renewed and will, if the weapons pass the inspection, return 
them with the least possible delay to the licensees together 
with the licences renewed under the signature of the renewing 
officer. 

78. In cases in which the production of the firearms is not 

considered necessary the licence may be renewed on an applica- 
cation received through the post enclosing the licence with the 
necessary certificate that the weapon is in good condition and 
that the number tallies with that in the licence. In such cases 
fees may be remitted in the form of non-judicial stamps or by 
money-orders or bo deposited in the nearest treasury> the treasury 
chalan being enclosed with the application in token of payment 
of fees. Postage stamps should not be accepted in payment of fees 
for renewal of licences. • • - 
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79 Licensees who are required to produce their weapons 
before renewal of their licence should ordinarily do so personally 
but they may be allowed to do so by duly authorized agent at the 
discretion of the officer granting the licence (Bencal No 

dated the 17th April 1913.) ' 

80 Before a licence is renewed, special attention should be 
directed to the endorsements thereon (if any) of purchases of new 
weapons or of ammunition made during the year Should any of 
the entries appear to be suspicious, or any of the purchases of 
ammunition exceed the limit endorsed on the licence in cases in 
which a limit is prescribed, the officer renewing the licence should 
cause such enquiries to be made as may appear to be necessary 
(Bengal No 602 P , dated the 29th Jan. 1913) 

81. If due forethought is exercised and punctuality observed 
m making the arrangements it should be possible to carry out the 
inspection of arms and to return the renewed licences on the day 
on which production is ordered for each thana , the desirability of 
accomplishing this and so avoiding all unnecessary delay should be 
steadily kept in view When a weapon does not pass the inspection 
and the renewal of the licence is refused, the owner should be 
instructed to deposit it forthwith at the neaiest police station or 
with a licensed dealer under section 16 of the Indian Arms Act 

82. In order to ensure that licences are annually renewed, 
it should be made the duty of some clerk in the Magistrate's office 
to report immediately after the 1st January of each year, what 
licences have not been presented for renewal Applications 
received within thirty days after the expiry of the licence should 
ordinarily be renewed at the renewal fees proscribed In the case 
of licences not renewed within this period it will be open to the 
District Magistrate in lieu of prosecution to levy the full initial 
fee payable on the licence In serious cases steps should be taken 
to institute prosecutions against those who have failed to renew 
their licences. It is desirable to prosecute for neglect to apply 
for a renewal, not with rigour, but firmly, m order that it may be 
clearly understood that the provisions of the law will bo enforced 


83(1) Vide Note (7) uader section 6 of the Act, on page 
83(2) „ , (6) , 25 

83(3) „ , (3) , „ 30 , 


49 

78 

82 


84 The power vested m sub inspectors of Police (in Bengal 
Govt , Notn No 10673 P„ of the 12th November 1914 {vide Notes 
to sections 6, 25 and 30 referred to above) to search for and detain 
arms and ammunition is an important one Its exercise should 


bo limited to approved and trustworthy sub inspectors and to senior 
sub inspectors in charge of police-stations (Bengal No 10674-80 P, 
dated the 23rd November, 1914) 


85 In pursuance of section 5, clause (b) of the Whipping Act, 
1909 (IV of 1909), the Governor-General in Council is pleased to 
specify offences under the laws mentioned in the schedule hereto 
annexed, being offences punishable under the said laws with 
imprisonment, as offences for the abetment or commission of or 
attempt to commit which juvenile offenders may be punished 
with whipping in accordance with the provisions of the said section 
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93. After an entry in the register of cancelled licences h’ls 
been mado, an order shall issue by registered post to the licensee 
directing hiro to deposit the arms, ammunition or military stores 
covered by the licence at the nearest police-station or wiih a 
licenced dealer, as provided by section 16 of the Arms Act within 
14 days of the receipt of the order and warning him that if he 
fails to do so, he will be liable to prosecution under the Act Ha 
should further be informed that if he deposits them with a hcanced- 
dealer he is required by the rules made under section 16 of the Act 
to report the fact to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and also, 
if he IS not a resident of Calcutta, to the Magistrate of the district in 
which he resides. A copy of the order will be issued to the officer 
in charge of the police station for his guidance. The order should 
contain full particulars of the arms, ammunition or military stores 
to be deposited. 

94 The following procedure should bo observed in the case 
of arms, ammunition or military stores deposited by the owner at a 
police station s — 

(0 All aucb arms, ammumtion or military stores shall at once be entered in 
• 10 dep6- 

. m all 

. “ for re. 

, . , . not be 

sent to the poUco sUtvoo If, ho-nevet a Ucenoe^b^cW has been cancelled or has 
ceased to bo valid is still m the possession of the lioensee be will be specially ordered 
to surrender it with the arms ammunition or military stores, if he deposits these 
at the police station, or to send it to the Magistrates ofRce for cancellation if he 
deposits them with a licensed dealer (it) Within 14 days from the date of deposit 
at the police station the oflicei in cbirge will forward the arms, ammunition or 
military stores together with the licence if it has been deposited, to the Court, after 
fllliog up the duplicate and triplicate copies of Form 11 (<>0 On receipt of the 

weapon in the Court the Court sub inspector will endorse the duplicate copy of 
Form 11 and return it to the 
necessary entries m the Arm * '* 

make over the triplicate copj 

, f deposit in the Malkhana 

'* , b (iv) The clerk will enter 

" In the register of cancel 


Form lo Form of Ibe Arms Register of tbe Malkhana, (Rule 94 and 1031 
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Form ll. [Rules 94, 95, 96 and 102]. 
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.95. In the case of arms, ammunition or military stores 
deposited at the . police station by a licensed dealer under rule 3 
of the rules reproduced in paragraph 89 ( vide page 57 ), the 
sub-inspector shaU enter them in the Register in Form 11 ( under 
rule 9i} In filling up column 4 he should enter the name of the 
licensee, and tlie designation of the issuing authority, as well as 
the number of the licence. He will then follow the procedure des- 
cribed in paragraph 94. The court sub-inspector and the clerk in 
charge of licences will also follow the procedure described in that, 
paragraph. If the arms, ammunition or military stores belonged 
to a person resident in another district, intimation of their deposit 
shall be sent to the Magistrate of that district. 

96. If a licence, which has been cancelled, is subsequently re- 
newed, the Magistrate will, when the arms, ammunition or military 
stores are in deposit in the Malkhana, issue to the Court sub- 
inspector an order over his own signature to make over the 
weapon covered by it and will also send him the necessary 
licence and the triplicate copy of Form 11 received from the 
police-station. He will also inform the licensee that the licence 
has been renewed. The Court sub-inspector will then despatch the 
weapon with the licence and the triplicate copy to the officer in charge 
of the police-station in which the licensee lives and make the neces- 
sary entry in the Malkhana Register. The sub-inspector will ac- • 
knowledge receipt of the weapon, the licence and triplicate copy 
of Form 11 and will enter the particulars of the weapon in the pres- 
cribed Register and will send for the licensee to take delivery pf 
the licence and the weapon. The licensee on taking delivery will 
sign the Register and the sub-inspector will return the triplicate 
copy to the Magistrate with an endorsement signed and dated to 
the effect that the weapon has been duly delivered. If the arms, 
ammunition or military stores have been deposited with a licensed 
dealer, the licensee will be informed that his licence has been re- 
newed and should then take delivery of it from the Magistrate’s 
office. The dealer will be at liberty to return the arms, ammuni- 
tion or military: stores on.production of the licence. 

97.. Disposal of confiscated or forfeited weapons. Vide ijofce (3) to section 34 
of the -^Ct on -page 74. . ■ - . - 
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98. Arms and ammunition confiscated, uncleared or otherwise 
unclaimed under the Sea Customs Act should be sold by the Collec- 
tor of Customs by auction to licensed vendors or to persons who 
by licence or exemption are entitled to possess such weapons, the 
police being informed of the names and addresses of the purchasers 
in order to enable them to verify the sales. This does not include 
arms of prohibited bores like *303 and '450 which will be disposed of 
by the Ordnance Department, as mparagiaph 97, on page 74. (Bengal 
No 2696-2697 S. B.. dated tho 29th Oct. 1921, and No. 3734 PI. dated 
the ilth Nov. 1921). 

99. Whenever guns or other arms m respect of which licences 
have to be taken by purchasers under the Indian Arras Act, are 
sold by public auction m execution of decrees, the Court directing 
the sale shall give due notice to the Magistrate of the district, of the 
names and addresses of the purchasers and of the time and place 
of the intended delivery to th© purchasers of such arm"', so that 
proper steps may be taken by the police to enforce the requirements 
of the Indian Arms Act. (Kule 107, Chapter I of High Court's 
General Rules and Circular Orders (Civil)) 

lUO. All unclaimed arms and ammunition found in railway 
trains or in the piemises of a lailway should be forwarded by the 
officers of the railways concerned within a week, if possible, to the 
officers noted below — 

Railways OfRcets 

East Indian Railway j 

Commissioner of Police, Calcutta 
I Tho nearest Magistrate 
I District Magistrate, Howrah 

Barasat Bastrhat Railway 

Tatakeawar Mogta Railway *’ 

. Sahghat Yalta Railway 

Jessore Jheoida Railway District Magistrate Jessore 

Bankura-Damodar Railway „ , Bankura 

Buidwan.Eatwa Railway m > Burdwan 

The District Magistrates and Sub divisional officers specified 
above should send the articles to the Commissioner of Police, Cal- 
cutta. The Commissioner of Police should arrange for their sale 
under proper safeguards to duly authorized persons only, and 
should remit the proceeds to the Railway authorities concerned. 
(Bengal No 2451-P. — D, dated the 21st Sep. 1911, and No 6797 P., 
dated the 13th Dec 1911, India No. 2106 R T, dated the 3rd Dec 
1908, and No 1995 , dated the 6th July 1911 and Bengal Nos. 9336 8 
and 9341 P , dated the 15th Oct. 1914). 

101. District Magistrates are required to furnish lists of licences 
yearly to officers in charge of police stations Additions and altera- 
tions to these lists should be supplied quarterly to officers in charge 
of police-stations. (Bengal No 2941 PI dated the 8th Aug 1921.) 

102. Every sub-inspector on assuming charge of a police- 
station shall personally compare the arms in deposit at the police- 
station with their descriptions m the Register in Form No 10 
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(under rule 94, page 243,) and enter a certificate to this effect in the 
register in his own hand, signed and dated, 

103. Every sub-inspector on assuming charge of a court office 
shall personally compare the arms in stock in the Malkhana with 
their descriptions in the Arms Register of the Malkhana in Form 10 
(under rule 94, on page 243) and enter a certificate to this effect in 
the Register in his own hand, signed and dated. 

^ 104. The Magistrate in charge of licences shall examine the 
register of cancelled licences once a month, and in any case in 
which delay has occurred he shall call on the thana officer for a 
report, and if on receipt of the report it appears to him that the 
fault lies with the licensee, he should submit the case to the District 
Magistrate for orders as to whether a prosecution should be insti- 
tuted or not. 

10 1 . The Magistrate in charge of licences shall inspect the 
Court Malkhana twice a year and should compare the arms in 
stock with the Malkhana Register and with the register of can- 
celled licences. . 

106 . Vendors of ammunition should be required to take out 
licences under the Explosives Act in addition to the licences they 
may be required to take under the Arms Act as vendors of firearms. 
It will be the duty of the District Officer or Commissioner of Police, 
to satisfy himself that the receptacle or building provided for the 
storage of gunpowder is secured against all reasonable probability 
of theft and he should, at the same time, insist by executive order 
that proper precautions are taken for the safe custody of any fire- 
arms kept for sale. In the event of any person failing to comply 
with the District Officer’s demands, he should be warned that the 
penalty for this neglect will be the refusal of a renewal of the 
licence, and this penalty should be rigorously enforced. In extreme 
oases where immediate action is called to preserve the public peace, 
it is open to the Magistrate to cancel the licence under section 18 
(a) of the Indian Arms Act. Licence for the sale of firearms and 
ammunition should ordinarily only be issued for shops situated at 
district and sub-divisional head-quarters. (E. B. and A. No. 3903-07 
G., dated the 14th June 1910.) {Of. U. P. Rules 33 and 38.) 

107. Shop-keepers are not required to take out licences in 
respect of saltpetre or to keep accounts of saltpetre possessed and 
sold by them, except in the districts on the external land frontier 
of British India, viz., Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling. Except for such 
districts the figures for the sale of saltpetre need not be shown in 
column 22 of the statement under paragraph 2 “sale and verifica- 
tion” of the annual report on the working of the Arms Act. In the 
districts on the external land frontier, saltpetre is not exempt from 
the provisions of the Act, except within the limits laid down in 
item 7 of Schedule II to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

108. Licensed vendors should protect themselves by making 
reference to the District Officers in all cases in which there is any 
room for doubt as to the right of a would-be purchaser to possess 
the arms he is purchasing. By delivering arms, ainmunition and 
military stores to any person, without previously ascertaining that 
he is legally authorised to possess the same, they render themselves 
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liable to imprisonment whicli may extend to six months or to 
fine or to both. District Magistrates should reply without delay 
to any reference made by licensed vendors with regard to the right 
of any intending purchaser to possess the arms he is purchasing. 
District Magistrates should not treat such reference as matter of 
mere routine, but satisfy themselves carefully that the persons in 
question are actually entitled to purchase the arms and ammunition 
m contemplation (Bengal Ko. 4803 P, dated the 10th August 1911.) 

109 If in any licence issued m Forms XVI, XVIII or XIX 
the quantity of ammunition covered by the licence has not been noted 
an arms-vendor should refuse to supply any ammunition to the 
licensee and should return the licence to be properly filled m 

110 Purchases of ammunition excepting that for shotguns 
and rifles of ‘22 bore by persons holding licences in Forms XVI, 
XVIII and XIX have to be entered on the licence by the seller. 
Orders therefore cannot be complied with till the licence has been 
received by the latter which involves delay and causes inconveni- 
ence to licensed dealers and their customers. This can bo obviated 
if the person holding the licence deposits it with the dealer who 
can then enter purchases on the licence, and comply at once with 
urgent orders The dealer must furnish the licence-holder with a 
receipt for the same which can be produced at once if the licence is 
called for by any person authorized to do so under Rule 44 of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924, and the licence itself can be called for 
and obtained from the dealer when necessary. 

111. Registers in Forms 14, 15 and J6 have been prescribed for 
recording the sale of arms and the sate of ammunition. It is the 
duty of inspecting officers to see that the registers are actually 
maintained in the prescribed form. (Bengal No. 12161 P, dated 
the 21st December 1914 ) 

fOUK 14 Sale Book*— ceclion 17 (c) of Act XI of 1878 (For Calcutta only), (Rule 1 ll ) 


0 — Breech loading (not rifled) 
D — Double barrelled 
S — Single barrelled 
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PORU 19. 
bore %nd from 
[Rule 112 ] 


Sale of ammumUpn which can be fired from rifles of *303 or of ’450 
pistols and revolvers of *441, 445 or of any intermediate bore 



113. Under sub-rule (4) of rule 28 of the Indian Arms Rule, 
1924, every Magistrate and every Police Officer of and above tbe 
rank of sub-inspector m the Presidency of Bengal outside the town 
of Calcutta may, within the limits of his local authority, enter and 
inspect the premises of any licensed dealer in arms and ammutii- 
tion and examine hts stocks and accounts In the town of Calcutta 
Magistrates and Police Officers not below the rank of inspector 
are so authorised. (Bengal Notification No 2801 P , dated the 16th 
March 1924 ) 

114 No rule is laid down prescribing a scale for the inspection 
of shops It is left to the Inspector-General of Police and the 
Commissioner of Police to issue instructions on the subject and to 
satisfy themselves that inspections are being made regularly. 
(Bengal No. 12161 P , dated the 2lst Dec. 1914.1 

115. Ali sales of arms should be verified The verification of 
sales of ammunition is left to the discretion of the Commissioner of 
Police and the Superintendent of Police The following sales, 
however, should always be verified • all sales of nflos, pistol and 
revolver cartridges, empty and loaded ; sales of smooth bore car. 
tridges exceeding 150 loaded and 500 empty, sales of gunpowder 
exceeding one seer . sales of percussion caps exceeding .500 . sales 
of sulphur, leaden bullets and bird shot, exceeding the lunit pres- 
cribed by Government, viz , bird-shot and leaden bullets 5 seers and 
sulphur 10 seers. {Vide Notes 11-12 to Schedule IT, page 148, ante) 
116 AU dealers in arms and ammunition are required to send 
to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and to the Superintendent 
of Police elsewhere a monthly return of the stock and sale of arms 
and ammunition in Form 17. Such returns should be preserved m 
the Police office for a period of ten years. (Bengal No, 12161 P„ 
dated the 2lst Deo 1914 ) 

3 ? 
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Form 17» Return of the Stock and Sales of Arms and Ammunition for the month 

of . 19 . LRule 116]. 


A. — Muzzle-loading, 


B.-Breeoh-loading (rifled). 



Number and quantity 
remaining in stock. 
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117.^ Dealers m arms and ammunition in Calcutta are required 
to submit weekly a transcript from their sale-registers to the Com- 
missioner of Police who will verify ‘such of the sales as relate to 
Calcutta. Copies of entries relating to Bengal outside Calcutta, 
will be sent in Form 12 by the Commissioner of Police to the 
Superintendents of Police concerned, who will cause the sales to be 
verified m accordance with the instructions contained in paragrapli 
115. They will return the verification slip's, after noting the result 
of their enquiries to the Commisaionor of Police who will then fill up 
the last column of the transcript from the dealers’ sale book 
Copies of entries in the transcript relating to other provinces will be 
sent by the Commissioner of Police to the provinces concerned. 

FORU 12 Sale Verification Slip, [Rule* 117 and 119] 

No 

Dato Thc Sub iHSPEOton TOWK 

From Ibe Commissioner of Pohce, Calcutta To 

The Superintendent of Police, — District Tlie Supdt of Police District 

Please vanfy the following sale — From dealer 


118 Verification may be made in whatever manner the Oom- 
misaioner of Police or the Superintendent of Pohce considers most 
suitable, but the work should invariably be entrusted to officers 
possessed of tact, discretion and courtesy Superintendents of Police 
will bring all cases of illicit transaction and all excessive purchases 
of ammunition by exempted persons to the notice of the District 
Magistrate 

119, The same procedure will apply mutatis mutandis in the 
case of sales in districts Superintendents of Pohce will verify sales 
relating to their own districts and will send verification slips in 
Form 12 to the Commissioner of Pohce in the case of sales 
to residents of Calcutta and to the Superintendents of Pohce 
in the case of sales to residents in Bengal outside Calcutta 

120 In the case of the United Provinces and the Central Provin- 
ces, the Commissioner of Pohce for Calcutta and the District Magis- 
trate for Bengal outside Calcutta should report purchases in Bengal 
by residents of those Provinces of the arms and ammunition speci- 
fied below direct to the District Magistrate of the district in the 
United Provinces and the Central Provinces in which the purchaser 
resides and to the Deputy Commissioner of Hoshangabad 
and the Political Agent, Chhattisgarh Feudatory States, jRaipur, 
respectively, in the case of purchasers residing in the Mokrai State 
and the Ohhatti«garh Feudatory States In the United Provinces 
It 18 open to the District Magistrates to verify any sales , but veri- 
fication IS obligatory in the case of rifles and their ammumtion. 
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pistols, revolvers and their ammunition ; air-pistols, walking stick- 
rifles and sword-sticks. In the Central Provinces, the Chief Com- 
missioner has decided that no* verification is necessary in the case of 
muzzle-loading weapons and ordinary powder and shot for them; 
or of breech-loading smooth-bore shot guns and shot cartridges ; or 
of spare paits such as stocks, trigger-guards, fore-ends, sights, nuts 
and bolts. Purchases by residents of Bihar and Orissa from dealers 
or manufacturers in Bengal should be reported to the Deputy Ins- 
pector-General, Crime and Eailways, Bihar and Orissa, by the Com- 
missioner of Police for Calcutta and the District Magistrates for 
Bengal outside Calcutta. The Government of Bihar and Orissa h^ve 
decided to verify the sales of the following: — 

(1) Eifles and their ammunition. {%) Pistols and revolvers and their ammuni- 
tion. (3) Air-pistols, walking stick-rifles and sword-sticks. (4) Imported guns. (5) 
Twenty per cent, of the sales of the country made smooth-bore guns of the breech- 
loading type (but verification slips should be sent to the Deputy Inspector-General,' 
Crime and Railways, Bihar, in respect of all country-made .breech-loading smooth- 
bore guns). 


The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and the District Magistrate 
outside Calcutta should send direct to the Commissioner of Police, 
Madras, or the District Magistrate of the district concerned, as the 
case may be, verification slips in respect of the following arms 
and ammunition sold by dealers in Bengal to residents of the Madras' 
Presidency: — 


Rifles. 

Revolvers, 

Pistols. 


Air.pistols. 

Walking stick-rifles. 
Ammunition for all the above. 


Sword-stick, 


Verification slips in respect of firearms purchased by residents 
of the Civil and Military Station, Bangalore, should also be sent to the 
District Magistrate of that station. The Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, and the Superintendents of Police outside Calcutta should 
report, by sending verification slips to the officer mentioned below, 
the purchase of arms or ammunition by persons residing in or who 
are permanent residents of the North-West Frontier Province from 
dealers or manufacturers in Bengal ; — 


(») In the case of residents of British 
districts, viz., Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat, 
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan. 

(it) In the case of residents of the 
Indian States of Amb and Phulera. 

(m) In the case of residents of the 
Indian States of Chitral and Dir. 


To the Superintendent of Police 
concerned. 

To the Deputy Commissioner, 
Hazara district, Abbottabad, 

To the Political Agent Dir, Swat 
and Chitral Agencies, Malakand. 


Purchases in Bengal by Residents of the Provinces other 
than those mentioned above will be verified by the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, and the Superintendents of Police outside 
Calcutta by forwarding the slips to the Province concerned. 

121. When residents of Bengal, purchase arms and ammu- 
nition of any description in the United Provinces, the Central Pro- 
vinces, Bihar and Orissa, the Madras Presidency, and the Civil and 
Military Station, Bangalore, it has been arranged that the district 
Magistrate of those Provinces’ and the station of Bangalore shall 
address the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, when the purchaser 
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18 a resident m Calcutta and m tUo case of tKe purchaser living in 
Bengal, outside Calcutta, the Superintendent of Police of the district 
m which he resides 

122 The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, will maintain a 
register in Form 8 showing the importation of arms by dealers 
Licensed dealers when importing arms should be required to submit 
their bills of entry in triplicate and the triplicates should be sent 
by the Collector of Customs m weekly bundles to the Commissioner 
of police for such use as may be required for police purposes \ 
register in form 2 shewing the importation of arms by private 
mdi'Tiduals should be maintained province by province in the office 
of the Collector of Customs Calcutta The Collector of Customs 
should forward transcripts of this register weekly to the province 
concerned and those relating to Bengal to the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, who will verify the entries in the same 
manner as sales of arms Transcripts of the register showing 
the import of arms by residents of Indian States should also be 
forwarded to the Commissioner of Police for record and verification 
through the local authorities 


FORU 8 Register of import of fire arms [Rule 122] 
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1 

1 

a 

a 

2 

Vessel b> wbicb imported 

' ” 1 

•o 

0 j 

1 

1 

«] 

1 “O 1 

! I 

& 1 
n 1 

1 ‘ 
> 

A 

! ' 
1 

o 5 
S'? 

Description of weapon 

o 

1 3 

1 (a 

Single or double barrel or 
number of chamber 

fo j Number of weapon 

Maker s name 

1 

! 

o 

1 S 

1 '1 

1 <0 

1 <=) 

1 

0 

S ■ 

s , 

1 'w 

* 

1 

i ^ 

pa 

< 

a 

» 

1 

3 ' 

1 

4 

5 

6 

1 7 

! “ i 

10 ' 

1 

1 

1 

i 12 1 

13 


Form 9 Register of tbe import of arms by private individuals [Rule 122] 
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123 Under section 3 of the Wild Birds and Animals Protection 
Act, 1912 (VIII of 1912), and m supersession of the late E B and 
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A. Govt.’s Notn. No. 1361 P. L., dated the 28th April 1911, issued 
under the Indian Arms Rules, 1909, the periods indicated in lists 
A and B [ below ] should be observed to be close seasons for 
the birds and animals, respectively, mentioned in those lists through- 
out the whole of the Presidency of Bengal. Bengal Notn. No. 8338 
For., dated the 25th Aug. 1914, is hereby cancelled. . 

LIST A.— The whole year. 


Birds, 

Laughing thrushes 

Babblers 

Whistling thrush 

Nuthatches 

Drongos 

Creepers 

Wrens 

Warblers 

Shrikes 

Minivets 

Orioles 

Grackles 

Starlings 

Mynas 

Fly-catchers 

Chats 

Robins and red star 
thrushes. 

Blackbirds and ouzels 
Martins and swallows 
Wagtails 
Pipits 

Larks (except ortolans) 
Sunbirds 
Pittas 

Woodpeckers 
Bee eaters 
Hoopoes 
Swifts 
Cuckoos 

Owls 

Hen florioan. 

Adjutant 


^ Orateropodidsej 

Sittidae. 

Dicruridse. 

j Certhiidae. 

Sylvidse. 

^ Laniidse. 

Oriolidse. 

Eulabetidse. 

I SturnidsB. 
Muscicapidae. 




Turdidae. 

Hirundinidee. 

I Motaoillidae. 

Alaudidae. 

Nectariniidae. 

Pittidae. 

Pioidae. 

Meropidae. 

Upupidae. 

Cypselidae. 

Ouculidae. 

Strigidae. 

Asionidae. 

Leptoptilus 

(dubius). 


Animals. 

Female buffaloes. > 

Rhinoceroses, 

Female bison, and in Jalpaiguri district, 
male bison. 

Female deer of all kinds. 

Female antelopes. 

Male deer when hornless or in velvet. 
Female serow and gooral. 

Gazelles, 


LIST B.— Part of the year. 


Birds, I 

All wild ducks — 1st May to 30th September.! 
Male florican — 15th March to 30th Sept. 
Jungle-fowl — 15th March to 30th Sept. 
Partridges — 15th March to 30th September. 
Pheasants -15th March to 30th Sept. 

All pigeons and pea-fowl— 1st March to 
30th September, 

Ortolans — 1st April to 31st August. 

Little egrets and cattle egrets — 1st July 
to 31sb August. 

King-fishers — 1st January to 31st Afay. 


Animals. 

Male bison -1st May to 31st August. 

All stags with horns not in velvet — 1st 
May to 30th September. 

Male antelopes — 1st May to 30th 
September. 

Hares — 1st. May to 30th September.^ 

Male Serow and Gooral — 1st April to 
30th September. 
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124 Tho following warnings have been issued by the Govern- 
ment of India to all sportsmen whether Europeans or others — 

(1) Not to trespass on standing crops without tho consent of the owners 

(2) Not to shoot peafowl or other birds and animals, regarded as sacred, m the 
vicinity of villages or habitations 

(3) Not to shoot domestic animals, such as dogs and piga 

(4) Not to shoot in the immediate vicinity of villages, temples and mosques 
(India Resn. No. 1458-93, dated 27th September 1895, printed on page 187 ante 

125. Ihere should be a aingle annual report on the working 
of the Arms Act in the form shewn below* . — 

It should be prepared in the first instance by the District 
Magistrate in such manner as he directs and submitted to Govern- 
ment through Commissioners of Divisions In respect of Calcutta, 
the Commissioner of Police shall submit the annual report to 
Government in tho Political Department direct. The report should 
be in respect of the calendar year and should be submitted by 
District Magistrates to their Divisional Commissioners on or before 
the 1st March. Commissioners in turn should submit to Govern- 
ment a consolidated report for their division on or before 30th 
April. The report of the Commissioner of Police should also reach 
the Secretariat by the 30th April The Secretariat will give the 
Inspector-General of Police an opportunity of seeing the divisional 
reports for any remarks winch he may have to make. The report 
should also contain a statement regarding Government guns dis- 
tributed to panchayats and others. It is only in the disarmed 
district of Bakargan] that there has been any distribution of guns 
on a large scale. Accordingly such figures are required for that 
district only, and the Magistrate of Bakargan] should submit a 
statement on this subject, to be attached to the consolidated report 
submitted to Government. (Bengal Ko. 1122 P, dated the 26th 
January 1915, No. 11680 P , dated the 6th Sep 1917) 

The report should also contain (a) a brief note on the working 
of the rules under section 16 of the Arms Act, as published with 
Notification No 137i P, dated the 24th March, 1927, (Tide page 57 
ante), and (6) a statement showing the total amount of fees realised 
the. year respect of Ircenoes under the Act (Bengal 
No 3750-55 PI dated the 12th November, 1921) 


IN THE 


DISTRICT 

DIVISION 

TOWN OF CaLOUTTA 


PABAGRA.PH 1 — MAHTJFACTOKE — 


Cl) State whether the aims aad ammunitioa are locally manufactured If so, 
give any information you can collect about the character and approximate numbers 
of the arms manufactured (guns, daggers, etc), and the kind of ammunition and 
its quality aud quantity 

(2) What 13 the staio of the factory or other places m which manufacture is 
carried on ? 

Paragraph 2,— Sale and VEBincATioN 

Fill up the statement, (Vide Bengal Manual, page 186), showing the sale of 
arms, ammunition during the year 19 

(2) Fcry^cafton — 

What number of cases of sales of firearms were verified ? Give the general results 
of verification, quoting any case of note, especially those in which facts of importance 
were brought to light during verification 


* Annual Report on the IVorktn^ of the Arms Act for the Year J02— . 
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PAUAGfiAPlI 3.— STOOK AND SALK OF ARMS AND AllMUNmON 

Pill lip tho’statoinout (proscribed on p, 187, Bengal Anns Manual.) 

Paraouaph 4.— Exempted persons and lioenoes. 

(а) Fill lip the liat (prescribed on p. 188, Bengal Anns Manual.) 

List of parsons exeinpled from the operation of certain provisions of the 
Indian Arms Acf under Schedule I, dame (i (c) of the Indian 
Arms RuIeSf lOJf up to the 31st Dec. 10 . 

(б) Fill up the list (Form on p. 188, Bengal Anna Manual.) 

List of persons holding life licences granted under para. 3 of Bengal Oovt. 
letter Mo. dated the 7th Jan. 1931. 

Licences — 

Fill up the statomont (prescribed on p. 189 of the Bengal Amis Manual.) 
Statement showing the number of licences issued under the Indian Arms Act 

during the gear 10 . 

Paragraph 5.— Prosecution and Confisoations. 

(1) Prosecutions — (page 190, Bengal Arms Manual.) 

(a) Fill up the statement showing the results of prosecutions and confiscations 
under the various sections of the Anns Act during the year 19 : — 

Paragraph 6 — Rewards, (l) Stato the aggregate number of cases with the 
total amount of rewards granted — (a) by the Magistrate, and (b) by the Superinten- 
dent of Police in connection with the Arms Act. Details are not required. 

(2) State brieUy important cases and give names of officers who have done good 
service during the year. Details of every case arc not required and only the names 
of the officers need ho given whoso services have been especially meritorious : — 
Paragraph 7.— THEFTS. Give a short account of the number of ■ cases of 
thefts of firearms and ammunition with the general results and details of important 
cases during 19 . 

Paragraph 8.— Miscellaneous. Give a General summary of any features of 
the year's work which call for special comment, and refer to any other important 
matter not mentioned in the above paragraphs. 


Questions for the inspection of Arms Aot Depart.ment. 

1. Has the District Magistrate by a written order delegated any of his duties 
to a Subordinate Magistrate (para. 51.) ? 2. Who is the Magistrate in charge of 
the Department ? From what date has he been in charge ? 3. When was the last 
inspection made — (a) by the Magistrate in charge, (b) by the District Magistrate ? 
Has action been taken on the points noted by them ? 4. Does the Magistrate 
personally perform the functions which ho is required by para. 51 to perform? 
5. What has been the total number of — (a) licensed arras ; (b) licensed revolvers ; 
in the district in each of the last three years ? If there is any striking variation 
what is the cause of it ? 6. How many licences are there in — Form XVI, Form 
XVIII, Form XX ? Is proper use made of Forms XVIII and XIX (para. 64) ? Lis 
a list kept of exempted persons as an index to the guard files prescribed in para. 37 ? 
8. Are guard files of enquiry forms relating to thorn maintained in groups according 
to the entries in Schedule!? Are they complete (Para. 37.) ' 9. Are inquires made 
from' exempted persons in January every year to ' ascertain changes of address and 
particulars of new weapons possessed by them ? Are steps taken to see that replies 
are promptly received and necessary changes made in the enquiry forms, (para. 36) ? 
10. In cases of exempted persons arriving from another District, does the District 
Magistrate obtain their forms from the Magistrate of the District from which they 
have come, (para, 36) ? 11. Are retainers in the case of licensed weapons allowed 
only on the principles laid down in para. 38 ? 12. Are parwanas issued to their 
retainers by exempted persons and by private firms' as prescribed bj' paras 40-41 
(included as note (14) to Rule 33, page 108 ante.}? 13. Is the spare stock q£ parwana 
forms kept under lock and key in charge of a responsible officer (para. 40) ? 14. Are 
licences granted on application and without previous inquiry to the class of persons 
described in para. 52 ? 15. Are all applicatons for licences -duly entered in the 
"Register of Applications under the Arms Act’’ prescribed by para. 56 ? Are dates 
always fixed for the submission of reports and entered in column 5 ? Are applications 
for licences disposed of promptly ? Are reports in cases in which preliminary 
enquiries are made received within the dates fixed and is action taken in cases where 
there has been delay in submitting reports, (para. 56) ? 16. When a licence is 
refused, is the entry in column 7 made in red ink, and are new applications checked 
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With the registers of the past 3 years to sea whether a previous application has been 
rejected, (para 56), and with the Register of cancelled licences, (para 92)? Are 
reasons for rejecting applications for licences adequate ? 17 Are licences for putoU 
and revolvers granted by the District Magistrate himself and are reasons for grant- 
ing them recorded ? Are the automatic pistols and revolvers produced for renewal 
unless the licensing authority has definite reasons for dispensing with their produo- 
^ . Joes the 

• * * IS in his 

. las been 

18. Has 
licensee 

■ * ' ■ . • ■ » . * • , ■ , and key 

■ . . written 

... . . . urmshed 

annually to officers m charge of police stations, (para 72 and 101) ? 20A. Is the list 
of licences sent periodically to the police station ? 

■ lied upon m Novr to report 

• Is the procedure prescribed 

officers deal only with cases 
in which the licensee is dead or has loft the thana, or m which there is a specific 
objection to the renewal of the licence, (para 75] ? 23 Is care taken to avoid all 
possible delay and inconvenience to licensees lo inspecting arms and returning the 
renewed licences to their owners (para 81)? 24 Does the Arms Act clerk submit 
a list immediately after Jany. 1st of each year showing what licences have not been 
presented for renewal? Have proper measures been taken in all cases of failure to 
renew lioonoes m the preceding year (para 82) 7 

Csncellalion of lie ■ . caneelled 

licences and initialled * para 92) ? 

Is the Register of c . . , > phabetical 

index (para 92)? 27. Do thana ofiloers send in arms which have been forfeited 
ncetled with Form 11 m triplicate, (para 94) ? 
cancelled licences and the Arms register of 
weapon, the licence for which is cancelled) is 
deposited and (2) that the licence for every deposited weapon is cancelled Does the 
Magistrate initial column 8 of every entry m the Register of cancelled licences 
m token of having satisfied himself that the weapon has been deposited and entered 
m the Aims Register of Malhhana ? 29 Does tho Magistrate examine the register 
of cancelled licences once a month and take action on delay m depositing weapons 
(para. 104) ? 30 Does the Magistrate inspect the Court Malkhana twice a year 
and compare arms m stock with the Malkhana register and with the register of 
cancelled Uceoces ? Are reasonable measures taken to keep the arms m good condition 
(para 105)? 31 Does the Arms Act clerk initial column 11 of tho Arms Register 
of tho ifaltfiano m token of having been Informed of the number assigned to tho 
weapon on its deposit ? 32 Is action taken under para 97 for the disposal of 
confucated or forfeited weapons which are duo for disposal before 15th March every 
year? 33. When arms are destroyed locally docs the Magistrate appointed to 
supervise their destruction actually see them destroyed (para 97) ? 34 Are reason 
, , sited but the 

sons within 

, erstood that 

that be is 

, ^ _ . I . the District 

Magistrate in person and do subordinate magistrates convicting an offender submit 
the record to the District Magistrate with recommendations for rewards ? Are 
rewards paid promptly, (para 86) ? 36 Are the copies of the Arms Act Manual used 
by the District Magistrate, the Magistrate m subordinate charge, and the Arms Act 
clerk, corrected up to data ? 


33 
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United Provinces —Loo ad Rules and Ordbes. 

Besolution of the Government of the United Provinces, No. 1719 — 
VIII — 225, dated the Srd May, 1924, on the Report of the Committee 
appointed to revise the United Provinces Arms Rules and Orders 
with reference to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 

On November Srd, 1923, the Government of India published in 
their notification under No. F.-829-1— 23, the Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
On the same date they issued Resolution No P. -829-1— 22, in which 
they discussed the recommendations of the Indian Arras Rules 
Committee and indicated the questions which were left to the 
decision of the local Government. A small committee was then 
appointed by this Government to examine these questions. After full 
consideration of the report, the Governor in Council has been pleased 
to sanction a number of changes in the United Provinces Arms Rules 
and Orders, which will shortly be amended accordingly. Meanwhile 
a summary of the more important decisions is published for general 
information. 

2. The Indian Arms Rules, 1924, have made a number of changes 
in existing pract ce. Some of these take effect without further action 
by the local Government. Among this may be noted that — 

(1) Power is given to Sub-divisional officers to renew licences ; (2) Fees payable 
/ on renewal of licences for fire-arms other than muzzle-loading weapons have been 
j reduced by one-half ; and (3) entries It, 11-A, and 11-B, of Schedule I of the Arms 
I Rules, 1920, have been abolished. 

Title-holders and others who were formerly exempted under 
these clauses will now receive licences for life free of charge 
provided that they apply to the District Magistrate within six 
months of January 1st, 1924, or, in the case of those who were not 
in India on that date, within six months of their return to India. 

3. In other cases executive orders are necessary in order to give 
effect to the orders of the Government of India, as framed in the 
Indian Arms Rules of 1924, These will be published in due course. 
Among these are the following:— 

(1) Under rule 3 (1) (6) of the Arms Rules, 1924, all persons exempted are 
required to register the fire-arms or ammunition in respect of which they are exempted. 
It has been decided that this registration shall not be made annually and in respect 
of ammunition shall only be made at the time of the initial registration. After the 
initial registration an exempted person will be required to report to the District 
Magistrate any change in the arms in his possession in respect of which- he is 
exempted. (2) Under rule 43 (1) a right of appeal is given when a licensing authority 
refuses to grant or renew a licence. It has been decided that this appeal must be 
made within 30 days of the order appealed against. It will be observed that no 
mention is made of the right of appeal against an order of cancellation under seotmn 
18 of the Arms Act, 1878. When a licence is cancelled in the course of a judicial 
proceeding, an appeal presumably lies in the ordinary course, and there seems no 
reason why, when appeals are allowed in cases of refusals to grant or renew a licence, 
an order of cancellation by a District Magistrate should not also be appealed against. 
It has therefore been decided that appeals against orders passed under section 18 (a) 
of the Arms Act, 1878, shall be allowed in the same way as appeals under rule 43 oi 
the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, (3) Applications for the grant or renewal of licences may 
be made by post. This does not, however, affect the obligation of any licensee to 
produce the arms when required under rule 45 ; and it has accordingly n 

that applications for the renewal of cultivators’ licences. Forms XVIII and XIX, shall 
not be made by post unless they are attested by the tahsildar after examination ot 
the arms which they cover, 

4. The following orders have been passed on the questions left 
to the decision of the local Government; — 



259 


Local Rulls and Obdlbs [United pRovl^cEs^ 


(1) Schedule I, clause (6) (</) Tbe following landholders will be included in 
this clause, namely, those who — (a) pay land tevenue not less than Rs 10 000 or 
would so pay if they were cot wholly or in part revenue free , and (b) are borne 
on the divisional durbar lists and whose fathers or immediate predecessors m interest 
were also so borne 

The limit of exemption and the number of retainers allowed will be laid down 
by the local Government m each case, 

(2) Schedule VIl, clause (7) Under this clause will come (a) Shpendiary 
Magistrates, and (6) Justices of Peace, in respect of all arms 

\l3) The licence year instead of tunniDg from April 1st to March 31st as 
hitherto, will be the same as the calendar year te , from January 1st to Dec 31st 

^(4) Under rule 42 (3) (c) when a licence is renewed by an authority other than 
the authority who granted it, the former will inform the latter of the fact of 
renewal To co . e moia than 

once it has been last renewing 

authority as well 

(5) In accordance with the recommendations of the Arms Rules Committee 
It has been decided that no fixed UmiteVion of emmumbon shall be laid down The 
ordinary standards to be allowed will be 200 rounds per tide, and 100 rounds per 
revolver No limit is prescribed in the case of shot guns or 22 bore or target nfles 
while for muzzle loading guns the hmita will remain as at present The iicensmg 
authorities will, however, have the power to vary these standards in the direction 
of greater or less restriction at their discretion 

5 These changes wil\ be given effect to in a new edition of 
the United Provinces Arms Rules and Orders, which is under 
preparation. The Governor in Council trusts that licensing 
authorities will exercise their powers under these rules with 
discretion and consideration and will observe the spirit as well as 
the letter of the rules. In particular, be desires to emphasise 
the desirability of avoiding delay in the issue or renewal of licences 
and, when enquiries as to the suitability of applicants for licences 
have to be made, of subjecting the applicants to as little annoyance 
and indignity as possible. 


United Provinces— arms Rules and Orders 

1 Exemphon —Vtde Note (13) to Scbedulo II, page 148 

2 Cancellabon or exemption in respect of weapons— Tide Note G4) to 
Schedule II page 148 

3 Exemption of kirpans — Vide Noto (15) to Schedule II, page 148 

4 Regitlralion of firearrai by exemptee*. — Vide Noto (18) to Schedule I, 
page 134 

5 Exempbon of public servants — Fide Noto (19) to Schedule I, page 135 

6 Definition of the terms * Talukdars” aad ‘ Zamindars ” — Vide Note (20) to 
Schedule I page 135 

7 Persons holding arms presented by Government — Vide Note (21) to 
Schedule I, page 135 

8 Former exemptees —Vide Note (23) to Schedule I, page 135 

9 Seale of arms for exempted persons — Vtde Note (23) to Schedule I, 
page 137 

10 Licences for firearms in excess of prescribed scale — Fide [Note (24) 
to Schedule 1, page 136 

11 Retainers' Arms — Vide Note (25) to Sohedula I, page 137. 

12 Rebnues of princes and cbiefc* — Vide Note (26) to Schedule I page 
137 

13 Armed guards travelling tbrougb Bnbsh India. — Vtde Note (27) to Schedule I 
page 137 

‘ I ■ ■ «s , ' , ‘IS and faciUUei to them —Vide Note (28) to Scho 

( . A .—Vide Note (29) to Schedule I, page 137 

16 Improper ute of weapons by exemptees — Vtde Note (30) to Schedule I, 
page 137 

17, Alt guns and aw-nfles — Vtde Not® (9) Schedule 11, page 148 
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18. Firearms captured as tropics. — Vide Note (16) to Schedule II, page M9. 

19. Sulphur, lead, leaden bullets and bird shot. — Ftde Note (17) to Schedule -. 
II, page 149. 

20-21. Transport. — Vide Notes to section 10 of the Act, page 49, and Notc.s; 
to Rule 19, page 99. 

22. Import of rifles.— Ftc/e Note (8) to Rule 7, page 91. 

(Mauser and Bergmann Pistols. — Canoelled- (G.O.No. 3456 dated the 3rd July 1925.) 

23. Importation of rifles with “sub-target rifle machines”,, is, 

strictly prohibited. " 

24. Import licences under Explosives Act. — Vide Note (4) to section 6,qf tha- 

Aot, page 48. ; 

25. Condition (6), column (3), against entry No. (8) of Scheduled; 
(page 154) does not apply in its entirety to Waziristan. All licencesffor? 
export of arms and ammunition to persons residing or serving^inr 
Waziristan, .‘should be issued by tbo District Magistrate of Meeriit,> 
only after previous consultation with the Political Agent, Tochi -of?; 
Wane, as the case may be (India No. 533 G. dated the 30th June 1925 

26-27. — Export to Indian States. — Fide Note (8) to section I of the Act, pagq,[40,^- 
and Notes to Rule 19 on page 98. 

28. Political officers to grant export licences. - Vide Note (4) to ruler;19,t: 

page 98. • ' 

29. Export of arms for ruling chiefs. — Fi't/e Note to Rule 39, page 116. -I’-f. 

30. Export of cannon to Indian states. — Vide Note (1) to Rule 19, page 97, dntep.j. ' 

31. Ammunition of prohibited bores. — Vide Note (1) to Rule 28, page 104, ante^^ 

32. Licences in forms IX and XII should be granted only fp'r j 
a specified quantity of arms and ammunition, the amounts being- 
fixed by the licensing authorities on the merits of each case. In!; 
cases where the licensing authority is the local Government/.; 
District Magistrate should state, when forwarding the application for / 
a licence, what quantities they recommend. (G. 0. Ho. 2883 dated/ 
the 28th May 1920). 

33. U) Licences by vendors under the Explosives Act in addition, to Arms Aetj 

necessary. (See Bengal Rule 106, page 246). ^ 

(ii) Should any person who makes and sells fireworks combine/ 
with his trade the manufacture and sale of gunpowder or any ofi- 
the articles enumerated in section 5 of the Arras Act, he will bd,. 
required to take out a licence under the Arras Act according tojr 
Forms IX, X, XI or XII, as the case may be, or in Form A or 
under the Explosives Act, endorsed to have effect under the Arms'i 
Act. IG, O. No. 1107, dated the 11th Sep., 1880.] 

34. The orders conveyed in the preceding rule and in rule 

do not apply to persons who only sell fireworks. In their case the r 
police should watch that the conditions of the licence are not,'/ 
transgressed, and may inspect the premises of the licensees, and, if / 
necessary, examine their books of account. [Rule on page 72; pf// 
TJ. P. Arms Rules, 1909, amended.] . ; 

35. Repairing arms. — Vide Note (7) under section 5 of the Act, page 47. . 

36. The authority for the supply of eirms to_ a State should/ ; 
generally be held as sufl&cient authority for repairing the arms.as// 
necessary either — (a) by recall to the arsenal for repair and replace-^ 
ment of all unserviceable or lost components; or if the repair-is/ 
undertaken by the State itself — (6) by the issue of components as / 
necessary to replace unserviceable or lost or damaged parts, .^ilnv/ 
the case of (Ij), the more important of the unserviceable' components / 
should be returned to the arsenal and issue of cdiripph.ents/ 4 n,/ 
replacement of unserviceable pr lost or damaged ones ;• shpulP vbp// 
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mad© on indents submitted through the Political Agent concerned 
The repairs or the supply of the necessary oomponent?, as the case 
may be, will bo on payment [India No 970-1) , dated the 16th 
April, 1910 1 

37. (rt) Magistrates in granting licences under rule 28 of the 
Indian Arms Rules to manufacture, convert or sell or keep arms, 
ammunition and military stores, or to keep and sell the same, shall 
deliver to each licensee two books in the Forms A and C or B 
and D (as the case may be) , the one to be kept up as show- 
ing his stock in trade, and the other for the purpose of showing 
the sales of each day The pagea of these books should be numbered 
from beginning to end, and the first and last page of each should be 
signed by the Magistrate, or some responsible subordinate, and 
sealed with his official seal (6) Tl e licensee will be required to 
pay the cost of these books The Magistrate, in delivering these 
books to the licensee, will explain to him the necessity for keeping 
them up regularly, and the penalties attaching to failure to do so 
(c) In order to ensure that all arms and ammunition received by 
dealers are brought to account m the stock books and subsequently 
in the day-books of licensed vendor®, arrangements should be 
made for the timely examination of consignments on arrival by 
an officer not below the rank of officer-in charge of a police-station, 
(G. 0 No 4096, dated the 23rd July 1925,) who should see that 
the necessary entry is made m the books of the firm By the 
terms of the licence the articles must be available for exhibition 
within SIX days of the arrival of the consignment [G 0 No 2099, 
dated the 27th July, 18931 (d) Except in the case of arms of 

European manufacture, which are already numbered and marked 
every licensed vendor of arms shall, previous to sale, stamp every 
weapon in a permanent manner with a number and mark, and 
shall on sale enter the number and mark of the weapon sold, 
whether of European or Indian manufacture, m column 4 of his 
day-book (Form C or D), forwarding forthwith within 48 hours a 
copy of the entry, to the Magistrate of the district m which he has 
his place of business, factory or shop In addition to the number 
and mark a full description of the weapon sold shall also be entered 
in column 4 [G. 0 No 1107, dated the 11th Sep 1889 ] 


POBU A , — Stock book of , son of , caste , resident of mauza 

pargana , district , hcensedi to (manufacture, convert cell or keep for sale 
arms, ammunition and military stores 


1 

2 

i Desceiptiok 

! 3 

4 

Ammu 

,, .5 

Date 


ARMS 

stores 


1 Rifles 

Quns 

1 Revolvers 

1 Pistols 


Jany let 

, ^In Stock 

3 Added to 
j stock 
(.Disposed of 1 

1 

i 

1 




Jany 2ad ' 

In stock 

' 


1 

1 





Note -Details not provided m cols 3, 4 and 5 should be entered m Ma 
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FOllM TJ. — Is identical with Form A above.' 

(Oil i-'o-t Laugh Dio.Ar.Hjis ) 
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[G. O. No. 789, dated the 8th March, 1909.] 


Form 0. — Day book of , son of , caste - ■ . .1 _■ 

resident of mauza , pargana , district 

licensed to manufacture, convert, sell or keep' for sale arms, ammunilio 
or military stores; .• -r- j 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

's ' ' 

Name of 
purchaser 
with 
father’s 
name. 

Caste. 

Residence. 

Articles pur- 
chased. 


Form and date of licence 
held by purchaser, or 

If exempted from the 
operations of the Arms_ 
Act, the grounds of 
exemption. 

Date oil . 
which ro[i.')r 
of sale w'ii.i 
sent io .cliu 
District. 
Magi.stratc, 


Form D. — Is identical with Form C. above ^ , 

[ Notification No. 2212-Vl— 1239, dated the 2nd June, 1916.] . ' ‘‘i 

38. Penalty for not taking proper* precautions for the safe”custody of gunpowde 

and firearms. — Similar to Bengal Rule 106, page 246. ' ‘ } 

39. Ammunition of the prohibited bores.-— Fide Notes (5), (6) and (9) to Buie- 

pages 90, 91. -r 'C; 

(ii) Possession of rifles and revolvers of the prohibited bores. [India No. 2166- 
74,454—66 and F.-21-XXX-23 dated the 11th Sep.. 1906, 14th Feb. 1907 and 23r 
April, 1924, respectively ] Vide Note (5) to Rule 7. page 90, ante. , ; -j."; 

Differentiation of prohibited and non-prohibited bores. Vide Note- (6), 'to Rule;.' 
page 90. , 

40. No limit has been fixed as to the number of rif les an< 

shot-guns which may be possessed under a single licence. Bjii 
the licensing authority is authorised to restrict at his disoretiqi 
the quantity of arms which may be possessed by a lioence-holde: 
in particular cases. . 

41. The quantity of ammunition to be allowed to a licen.soi 

in respect of each weapon rests on the discretion of the licon.sinf; 
officer, provided that except in special cases the quantity shal 
not exceed — . 

(i) 200 cartridges for each sporting rifle ; (ii) 100 cartridge's 'fq] 
each revolver or pistol : and^(iii) 250 p ercussion caps where one o: 
the weapons is a muzzle-loader" These limits are- the - maxima t( 
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be held at any one time by a licensee They -will not always be 
allowed a** a matter of cour-ae ; the licensing authority may at his 
discretion, reduce the allowance of ammunition in the case of any 
particular licensee. [U P. No. 1719 dated the 3rd May, 1924 1 

43. Licences far pisloU and revolv«rft [G 0 No 23 dated the 2nd Jan, 1920, 
and G 0 No. 2440, dated the 5th May, 1920 \—Vide Note (5) to Rule 33. page 108, 

43. Forest rangers may ordinarily be granted lioenoea for one 
shot-guns and one rifle each. They should not be allowed to possess 
a revolver or pistol unless special circumstances render the issue of a 
licence for such weapons in any particular case necessary. [G. O. 
No. 2991, dated the 4th June, 1920.} 

44. Under paragraph 8 of ^Appendix III to the Army Regula- 
tions, India Volume II, Unit Commanders are empowered to grant 
passes for arms to soldiers proceeding on furlough. If such soldiers, 
however, are not serving with the Colours but are employed under 
a'bivil depaitment they must obtain licences in Form XVI under 
the Arms Act, and such a licence can be granted by the civil 
authorities only. [G. O No 3072, dated the 27th Nov., 1895.] 

45. Unit Commanders have been instructed to furnish District 
Magistrates with the names of such soldiers proceeding on fur- 
lough as are granted passes under paragraph 8 of 'Appendix III to 
the Array Regulations, India, Volume II, to carry and bear private 
arms, together with the description of the arms covered by the 
passes. A list of soldiers who have been granted such passes 
should be maintained in District Magistrate’s ofSces, as the infor- 
mation may on occasion be useful. Paragraph 8 of Appendix III 
to the Army Regulations provides that when passes granted to 
soldiers proceeding on furlough are withdrawn or cancelled the 
Magistrate or Political Officer concerned is to be so informed. On 
receiving such information Magistrate should see that the arms 
held under the passes are surrendered or licences taken out for 
them. [G. O. No. 3695, dated the 12th October, 1894 1 

46 Licence* to foreigner* Iravelhng bonafide for the purpose of trade— 
Note (4) to Rule 28 pago 104 

47 Licences in form XX — CaoceUed by ludia (For) No 474 dated the 
8th May, 1925 

48 Retainers included in Licences — (Vide Note (14) to Rule 33, page 111) 

49. The Sub-divisional Officers of Lalitpur, Roorkee, Deoria* 
Kasia, Karwi and Mahoba are authorised to issue licence to person 
within their sub divisions. [Res No 5572, dated the 10th Nov , 1919]. 

50 Persons of approved character and status are prima facie 
entitled to licences for the possession of rifles, other than prohibiteb 
bores, and smooth bores in particular. Such licences may be 
granted on applications unless there are clear reasons to the 
contrary to persons who possess any of the following qualifi- 
cations • — 

(a) Membership of any Order established by the Crown, or the possession of 
a title conferred or recognized by the Oorernment of India or of the Eaisar l.Hmd 
medal or a certificate of honour signed either by the Viceroy or by the Head of 
a local Government or Administration (6) Membership, past or present, of 
the Indian or a Provincial Legislative Council or inclusion m the list of Provincial 
Darbars (c) Payment of not less than Rs 1,000 per annum land revenue 
(d) Payment of income tax on an income of not less than Rs, 3 000 a year for 

• Prmted as Appendix D to these (U. P ) Rules Vide also Note (2) on page 107. 
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tho Aot, or of tho conditions oftho liconco, and an abstract of such report and of 
which may have been passed thereon should be entered m column 
lU of this register (4) It is not necessary to issue fresh licence forms on every 
renewal of a licence A space is provided m th 
should bo utilised for tho purpose (5) l,iceacos 
delivery by the tSth January at tho latest , and it 

appear m person and take delivery on tKat date or on a date to be fixed by the 
licensing authority, or to havo them sent through the village chaukidar or by 
registe red po^t (G) Ziicences to bo delivered through villago chaukidars should be 
sent through the office of the Superintendent of Police, accompanied bv a list and 


should be endorsed on the invoice, and on the ocoasioii of his following visit to the 
police station the chaukidar should return the invoice signed and dated by the 
recipient and report the date of actual delivery <7) The list and invoice should 

he Supermteudent of Police who 
■ 0 notice of the licensing authority 

ave taken place m the delivery of 
••tG should ordinarily be furnished 
• y for compliance with rule 66 of 

1889, as modified by G O No 1209. 

“ 0 3rd May. 1924, and G 0 No 5337, 

> dated the 23rd July 1925 ] 

56 Officers in charge of police stations should bring to the 
notice of Superintendents of Police all cases in which licences to 
carry arms ate granted to men of bad character. Supeuntendenta 
of Police should after careful personal enquiry m each case and 
after satisfying themselves that the information on which the 
licence«holder is classed as a bad character is correct, bring these 
cases to the notice of the District Magistrate and apply for the 
withdrawal of the licences. [G. 0 No 1046, dated the 4th May 189Z] 
57 In licences granted lu Forms XVI to XX tho description 
of each weapon should be entered in detail in the column provided 
for the purpose The amount of- am mn'n ...v > ’ • 

United Provinces 


41. Pa(]c J56 Insert the following as new rule 58 A — 

“58A The weapon known as Ithaca Auto and Burqlat Gnu of 
American Manufacture, described below, should be classed as a 
pistol and all the lestnctions in force lu regard to the ordinary 
nistols and revolvois should be applied to it — , , j 

^ Description —Hammerless 30 bore, double barrel, breech load- 
ing, pistol grip, barrel ten inches, total length about eighteen inches 


takes either shot 
Oct. 1927). 


or ball caitndges. (India No 


F 31-58-27, dated 2bth 


utsscrioea m Jbnghsh and Vernacular Licences in 

Forms XVIII and XIX for rifles should be granted very sparingly 
and with much caution, [G O No, 125, dated the 9th Jan 1895 1 

61 Renewal by Commissioners of licence in Forms XI and XII (G 0 No 206, 
dated tho 19(1} Jau 1924] (y>d« Nolo to Buie 42, page 118) 

34 
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62. Under rule 42 (3) of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, a licence 
can be renewed, not only by the authority who granted it, but 
also by any other authority empowered to grant a licence of the 
description in question, and in cases of Forms XVI, by the Sub- 
Divisional officers. In these cases the authority renewing a licence 
may do so after such enquiry as it may consider necessary or on 
mere production of the licence and shall notify the renewal to 
the authority who issued the licence and to the last renewing 
authority. iRes. No. 1719, dated the 3rd May, 1924.] 

63. When a licence has been Ccincelled by a licensing officer 
or District Magistrate, under section 18 (a) of the Act, or when 
the grant or renewal of a licence has been refused for reasons to 
be recorded, by the licensing authority, the licensee or applicant 
may apply for a revision of the order. All such applications shall 
be made within thirty days of the date of the order in question. 
If the licensing authority is subordinate to the District Magistrate, 
the appeal lies to the District Magistrate ; in other cases the appeal 
lies to the Commissioner. [Res. No. 1719, dated the 3rd May, 1924.] 

64. Every licensing authority shall keep a register of the 
licences granted by him under rule 28 of the Indian Arms Rules to 
manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition and 
military stores. Such register shall be in Form E (below). 
A copy of this register shall be furnished by the licensing authority 
to the Superintendent of Police. A register in English shall be 
maintained in the licensing authority’s office giving the name of 
each licensee under the two heads of (a) head-quarters shops, and 
(h) outlying shops, and quoting the date of inspection in each year 
by (1) the MagisLate or his Assistant, and (2) the Superintendent of 
Police, his Assistant, or Deputy Superintendent of Police. The 
Commissioner, when on tour, shall examine and initial the register 
and see that the standing orders on the subject are complied with. 
[G. 0. No. 824, dated the 29th march, 1904.] 

Form E, — Register of licence to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale 
arms, ammunition or military stores in district. 




The Superintendent of Police will furnish to each officer in 
charge of a police station an extract, columns 1 to 7, giving the 
names of the persons living within his jurisdiction who hold 
licences ; and each Circle Inspector shall receive from the 
Superintendent of Police an extract giving the names of all persons 
living in his circle who hold licences. Every Inspector, when 
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making the inspection directed in rule 80, shall enter in his copy 
of the register, in column 8, the date on which he made the 
inspection. If the inspection disclose no irregularity or breach 
of the rules, no report will be made, but if, at the inspection, any 
fact 13 brought to light which it is advisable that the licensing 
authority should know, the Inspector shall send a special report 
to him through the Superintendent of Police, noting in the column 
of remarks in liis register the date on which the report was sent. 
Every subordinate Magistrate, Superintendent of Police, Assistant 
Superintendent and Deputy Superintendent of Police making an 
inspection, as directed in rule 80, shall send to the licensing 
authority a report of the result of his inspection for incorporation 
in the register 

At the close of the calendar year the Circle Inspectors shall 
send their registera to the Superintendent of Police for transmission 
to the licensing authority, who will enter in his register, the 
facts recorded by the Inspectors opposite to the name of each 
licence (Rule on page 74 of U P. Arms Rules, 1909, modified 1 
(G O. No 3386 dated the 16th November 19071 

65 A register in Form, P, (similar to Form E on page 266) shall 
be kept by the licensing authority of all licences to sell and keep for 
sale arras and ammunition and the same rules shall, mutaiia 
mutandis, be observed with regard to this register as are laid down 
in rule 62 for the register m Form E [Rule on page 74 of If. P 
Arms Rules, 1909. modified ) u j i / 

66. Separate registers m Forms G H, and J, (given below) 
shall be kept by licensing authorities of the licences granted under 
rales 33, 35 and 36, respectively, of the Indian Arms Rules The 
Magistrate will supply a copy of each of these to the Superintendent 
of Police. The Superintendent will furnish to each officer in 
charge of a police station an extract giving the parts that concern 
hi8 jurisdiction (Rules on pages 74 and 75 of U. P Arms Rules, 
1909, amended.] 


Form O — Regi*ter of licences to possess amis or aroifluiwlion and to go armed for 
purposes of sport, protection or display. 
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expiry 
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s 
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Form H — Register of licences to possess »rinf ammi 
district which has notheen dis< 
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Form J. — Register of licences to possess armsi and ammunition for the purpose of 

destroying wild animals which do injury to cattle in district. 

crops. 
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67. Fees, — Under rule 46 (3) of the'-Arras Rules, the Governor 
in Council has remitted all fees payable in respect of the grant or 
renewal of any licence in form XVI by those persons mentioned in 
Schedule VII of the Arms Rules in respect of arms and ammunition 
entered in the second column of Schedule VII. [Notification 
No. 780, dated the I6th May, 1924.] 


f Note. — The following Government servants have been exempted by the local 

)/ Government from payment of fees for licences in Form XVI in respect of all arms 
under clause (7) of Schedule VII, namely : — 

Ij; (i) Justice of the Peace, (ii) Stipendia ry Magistrates, (iii) All gazetted police 

3 officers, (iv) All excise inspectors in respecT’'o'f~a" revolver or a pistol (v) (a) All 
1 gazetted forest officers, (v) (6) All forest rangers, in respect of one '12 bore gun each. 
•1 (G. O No. 1319 dated 20th March 1925, No. 3488 dated 4th July 1925 and No. 6507 
i datedlst November 1924). [Res. No. l7i9-VIII-225, dated the 3rd May; 1924.] 

68. Under rule 46 of the Arms Rules, the Government of India 
have directed th at no fee ^shall be charged : — 

(a) in respect of the renewal of a licence granted in Form VI under rule 17 of 
the Arms Rules for the export to a State in India of arms, ammunition or military 
stores, in cases where the application for renewal is made before the expiry of the 
period for which the licence was granted and cause is shown to the satisfaction of the 
licencing authority why the licence could not be utilised within that period, 

(b) in respect of the grant or renewal of a licence in Form VI for the export to 
a State in India of ammunition required for the use of a public railway or other public 
work. [India. No. 3 and 810, dated the 1st Jan. and 6th May, 1920, respectively]. 

69 . Remissio n of fees for licences to re-import. — Fide Note (1) to Rule 46 (page 110) 
based on H. D. No. 808 dated the 6th May 1920, to the address of the Govt, of Bengal. 

70. Remission or reduction of fees payable under Schedule VII of the Arms Rules, 
1924. Identical with Bengal Govt. Rule 29, page 232. 

71. Fees for breech loading revolvers and pistols. Vide Note (4) to Rule 46, 
page 121, based on India No. 456 dated the 14th March, 1920.] 


72. For three years’ licences the fee should be the sum of the 
1 renewal fees which would ordinarily be charged if the licences were 
[renewed yearly. [Paragraph III of Form XVI, Schedule VIII,, 
I Indian Arms Rules, 1924.] 

S Note.— ( i) In the case of breech-loading weapons one half of the prescribed 
initial fees are chargeable for renewal annually, (ii) The proviso to paragraph II (ii) 
under the head “Fee” in Form XVI does not absolve the holder of a licence in that 
form who fails to renew the same prior to its expiration from the provisions of section 
19 (f) of the Arms Act, if after expiration of the licence he remains in possession of 
the arms in respect of which the licence was granted. [India No. P. 21-XIX-24 dated 
the 16th May 1924]. 

73. In cases other than those in rule 48, if two or more people 
■ are given a joint licence in respect of the same weapons, each must 

pay fees for them. 

74. Where cash payments are made for licence fees such re- 
ceipts should be credited to the head “XIX — Police — Cash receipts 
under the Arms Act.” [G. O, No. 5337 dated the 30th Sept,, 1924.] 
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75 76 Authority to detain arms and ammunition under section 6, of tho Act, 
Vide Note (7) on page 49, and under Section 13 of tho Act Ftdc Note (1) on 
page 51 

77 Officers employed under Governraetit are required to exer- 
cise the utmost caution to ensure that arms being disposed of by 
them do not fall into the hands of persons not certified to possess 
them. Officers wishing to dispose of arms by private sale or 
public auction must ascertain that tho would-be purchaser is en- 
titled by law to possess them [G O No 1751, dated the 1st 
June, 1900 and G O No 1H5 B , dated the 15th April, 1901 ] 

78. A Magistrate or police officer receiving notice of sale of 
arms or ammunition under the second clause of section 5 of the Act 
should at once verify the purchaser's name and address as given by 
the seller The responsibility for taking out a licence rests with the 
purchaser [Rule on page 72 of U P Arms Rules, 1909, modified J 

78A District Magistrates or Superintendents of Police shall 
report all sales of ammunition by licensed dealers m their districts 
to the authorities of the purchasers* districts whether in or outside 
the province, (letter No 251 dated the 23rd March 1926) and the 
latter shall retain these reports after verifying tho purchases when 
necessary, (G 0 No 7194, dated tho 29th Oct 1926) 

79. The following rules shall be observed by Magistrates and 
police officers in connection with the verification of sales of arms 
by local dealers — 

(1) On receipt of a “Mport of *al©*’ of arms, ammuojtion or military stores from 
a dealer, the faots mentioned therein shall be entered m columns 1 to 6 of the regtstei 
\u i'oTca M 


FORU M —Register shewing sales of arms, ammunition or military stores by local 
dealers in the district 



(2) As regards column 7 of the register, verification of sales is obligatory 
m the case of — 

(a) Rifles and their ammunition, (6) pistols, revolvers and their ammunition, 
(c) air pistols , (d^ walking-stick rifles , and (e) all breech loading guns 
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In the case of other weapons and ammunition, also military stores, verification 
of sale is optional, but the District Magistrate shall pass orders as to whether the 
sale will be verified or not. 

(3) If a sale is to be verified, the endorsement on the "report of sale" shall be 
filled in and despatched to the officer concerned (see the following rule), without 
delay. 

(4) In the case of sales to persona residing in the United Provinces, the endorse- 
ment shall be addressed to the Magistrate of the district in which the purchaser 
resides. If the purchaser resides at a place outside the United Provinces, then the 
endorsement shall be addressed to the officer concerned as indicated in the list in 
[U. P.] Appendix K. 

(5) If, in the case of weapons (not ammimition) of the kinds described • in rule 
(2) above, the results of the verification prove satisfactory the “report of sale" shall 
then be sent to the Deputy-Inspector General of Police, Criminal Investigation De- 
partment, United Provinces, for information and record, the date on which it is sent 
being entered in column 11 of the register in Form M, 

(6) If the results of the verification prove unsatisfactory, the District Magis- 
trate will take steps to have the matter investigated without delay, and on the com- 
pletion of the investigation shall take such further action as seems necessary. 

(8) From the information furnished in the “reports of sale” received from 
District Magistrates (see rule 6 above), the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 
Criminal Investigation Department, United Provinces, shall compile and maintain 
a provincial register which shall contain a full alphabetical list of the names of 
persons certified to be in possession of weapons of the kinds described in rule 2 above 
bought from dealers in the United Provinces, and a description of the weapons. 
[G. O. No. 3716, dated the 6th July, 1916.1 

80. The shop, premises and stock of every licensed vendor 
shall be inspected once in every half year by a police officer not 
below the rank of Inspector. A similar inspection shall be made 
annually by the Magistrate of the district or a subordinate Magis- 
trate in the month of March, and by the Superintendent of Police, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police or Deputy Superintendent of 
Police in the month of October, of all shops situated at the head- 
quarters of Districts. In the case of outlying shops, an annual 
inspection shall be made by a Magistrate and by the Superintendent 
of Police, Assistant Superintendent of Police or Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police at any time during the year. It should be 
arranged, however, if possible, that there should be an interval of a 
couple of months at least between th4 visits of the inspecting 
officers. The practice of sending for and examining the books kept 
up by the licensed vendors cannot be regarded as an inspection, 
and is prohibited. Every officer making such inspection shall 
initial the stock and sale books of the licensee and at once report 
to the Magistrate of the district any irregularity or breach of rule 
which may have come to his notice. [G. 0. No. 3047 and 3650, 
dated the 14th and 12th Nov. 1893 and 1897, respectively, and 
No. 3386, dated the 16th Nov. 1907.] 

In the case of larger firms in towns inspection should ordi- 
narily be made oftener than twice a year, and police fofficer should 
specially examine the names of customers as entered in the registers 
and ascertain that they axe really persons entitled to possess 
arms and ammunition. Inspecting officers should be careful to see 
that copies of the entries in the day book have been sent to the 
District Magistrate concerned, and District Magistrates receiving 
such copies should ascertain that a person claiming exemption 
from the provisions of the Arms Act is really exempt. [G. 0. 93 
dated the 16th Jan. 1903.] 
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Inspecting officers should see that column 8 "Bate on which 
‘report of sale' was sent to the District Magistrate" in the day 
books in Forms C and D is duly filled in by the dealer IG. 0. 
No. 2716 dated the 6th July, 1916] 

Rule 34 authorises the police to inspect the premises of vendors 
licensed m form D to sell fireworks; inspection in such cases is 
desirable, although not obligatory. (G. O. No 932, dated the 5th 
May 1926.) 

81. (i) Weapons for which licences have been granted in Forms 

WriT anil ITITT cLnII nwlmaj^iW__KA_inRn#»rli“d hv a MaoielvalA 

42. Paqe 271 "In rule 81 (ii) delete the words if any’ and omit 
lines 3 and 4 thereof." 

43. At the beginning of Rule 82, odci the following new sentence — 

"The authorities empoweied to grant or renew licenses are 

required to take action under rule 45 of the Indian Arms Rules 1924, 
and under the relevant conditions m form XIV to XVI, XVIII and 
XIX to verify the arms m the possesaion of licensees" 

Delete the words "under rule 45 of the Arms Rules" from the 
existing second line of rule 82 and substitute ths following for the 
last sentence of the rule . — 

“Licensees are warned that in case they sell any arms or 
ammunition covered by the licenses possessed by them to any person 
(other than a person exempted under s 27 of the Act) they are 
requited to give*notice forthwith of the sale together with particulars 
as to the name and address of the purchaser to the magistrate of the 
district or to the officer in charge of the nearest police station 
Failure to give notice as required above is punishable with imprison- 
ment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine or 
with both (India No F -21-XI 25 dated July 5, 1927, and U P, G 0 
No 5448.VIII 219 dated August 19, 1927), 

should not be prosecuted under section 19 (b)* of the Act. 

83 Action to be taken wben arms are stolen Vide Note (6) to Rule 3, 
page 89 

84 Searches Vide Koto (6) aud (3) to sections 25 and 30 of the Act, pages 78 
and 82 

85 Treatment and Disposal of arms deposited under section 16 of the Act 
[ Fide page 57 j 

86 Disposal of forfeited arms and ammumUon Fide Note (3) under section 24 
ot the Act, page 75 

87. Rewards —Fide Note (2) to section 28 of the Act, page 80 

88, To facilitate the description of a weapon and its identifica- 
tion, the system of stamping the arm with a number, and a distin- 
guishing letter or letters for each district has been generally 
adopted. With reference to this system the following instructions 
have been issued — 

(1) Both a number and a letter should bo used Unless a letter m added it 
would be jrapoasiblo to trace arms Imported from a district other than that in which 
they are found {V The letter used must be a distinguishing one eg it is not 
sufficient to use F for Fatehpur , m this case the letters F P would bo the distm- 

1 and the scries used should apply 
s the number of the Form U e , 

(4) The arms should be stamped 
rkee , they should not bo branded, 
as this practice disfigures them uooeceasarjly It is not necessary that the 
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aerial niunbor of tlio liconeo ahould correspond- with that of the weapon. (6) It is 
unuoecssary to enter in the licence a detailed description of the weapon if the 
number anti letters are ontored. (7) It is unnecessary to mark weapons which 
already hear a distinguishing mark of some kind, o, g., the number and stamp of the 
vendor. [G. 0. No, 3128. dated tho 2nd Sept,, 1895.] 

89. Confiscation of arms . — Vide Note (3) to section 24 of tho Act, page 75, 

90. Ah a rnlo, offences cognizable under the Act, which were 
due to ignorance or carelessness, would be sufficiently punishejdjby 

„,a. fine ; and imprisonment should not be awarded unless from the 
character of the offender or on any other ground it can fairly be 
presumed that tho arms were kept for an unlawful purpose. 
Commissioners and Magistrates should scrutinise the proceedings 
of their subordinates attentively, should take pains to see that the 
law is not worked harshly, and should report to Government all 
cases in which excessive punishments were awarded, or arms impro- 
perly confiscated. [G, 0. 1328, dated the :28th July 1585.] • 

91. With a view to enable District Magistrates to scrutinise the 
working of the Arras Act in their districts, the following form 
showing the punishments, etc,, inflicted for breaches of the provi- 
sions of the Act, should be prepared at tho close of every month 
and scrutinised by them. Commissioners of divisions have the 
option of calling for this rnonthlj'- statement from any district : — 

Return showing the punishments inflicted for breaches of the Arms Act, 


District, 


Names of persons 
punished. 


Section and clause of 
Act under which 
punished. 


Punishment 

awarded. 


Remarks 
by Magistrate. 


[G. O. 2920, dated the 10th July, 1914.] 

92. The exact procedure which should be adopted in searching 
for arms is as follows : — 

(i) All parts of tho United Provinces except that portion of the Mirzapur 
district lying to the south of the Sone have been disarmed. Consequently any one 
not coming under any exemptions, who has in his possession or under his control 
arms of any description, ammunition or military stores, except under a licence and 
in tho manner and to the extent permitted thereby, is punishable under section 19 
(/), Act XI of 1878, with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, 
or with fine, or with both. As this offence is one cognizable by the police (vide 
Schedule II of the Criminal Procedure Code), an officer in charge of a police station 
having reason, from information received or otherwise, to suspect that it has 
been committed, is empowered (section 157) to investigate the case, and in-certain 
circumstances to search for tho article (section 165), the unlawful possession of 
which he has reason to suspect. Similarly, a Magistrate taking cognizance 
(section 191) of such an offence might issue a search warrant under section 96, 
Criminal Procedure Code. In both cases the provisions of section 30, Act XI of 
1878, and the orders issued under it would govern the procedure of the person 
conducting the search. The, search must be made in the presence of one of the person 
specially appointed by virtue of office for the purpose (vide rule 81). 

(«) Mere speculative searches are not authorised by the law. Before taking 
action the police officer must have reason to suspect the commission of the offence 
and the Magistrate must either know or suspect that the offence has been com- 
mitted, or must receive a complaint or police reports of facts which constitute 
the offence. 

■ (m) In ordinary cases relating to searches for unlicensed weapons possessed 
in contravention of the provisions of section 14 or 15. Act XI of 1878, section 25 
of the Act will not apply. Section 25 would cover the case of a person even 
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lawfully entitled to possess arms who is beheved to be about to use them for an 
unlawful purpose or who cannot bo left in possession of them without danger 
to the public peace It appears to refer to cases in which the Magistrate con&iders 
that arms whether under a licence or not are possessed for an illegal purpose or 
under circumstances such as to endanger tho public peace (tide ruling in case of 
Queen Empress vs Tegha Smgh I L R 8 Calcutta page 473— (referred to m 
Note (64) on page 69 ) If a Magistrate finds it necessary to take action under 
section 25 the grounds of his belief that the person whose house is to be searched 
possesses arms for an unlawful purpose or cannot be left m possess on of them 
without danger should bo carefully recorded as prescribed by the provisions of the 
section [G O No 2.285 dated the 3rd August 1893 ] 

93 The High Court at Allahabad and the Judicial Commis 
sioner, Oudb, have prescribed the rule given below regarding 
the sale by public auction of guns or other arn>$ in execution of 
decrees On receiving such an intimation from a Civil Court as 
is ordered m the rule, Magistrates should take action so as to 
ensure that tho requirements of the Indian Arms Act and Rules 
thereunder are not contravened — 

Whenever guns or other arms m rospcct of which I cences have to be taken by 
purchasers under the Indian Arms Act XI of 1878 are sold by pubhc auction m 
execution of decrees the Court directing the sale shall give due notice to the 
Mag strate of the district of the names and addresses of the purchasers and of the 
time and place of the intended delivery to the purchasers of such arms so that 

nmiVir rno l«/« *1. • * » ” 

44 Fuje 373 siibstitnte the following for rule 94 (1) — 

\\ 94 (i) All applications for licenses whether granted or refused 

I shall be retained for five years from the date of the expiry of tho 
^license, whether annual, biennial or triennial or from the date of 
refusal as the case may be All applicants for licenses should state 
in their applications whether they have applied for a license 
previously, and if so with what result 

Substitnte the word five for three in line 2 of rule 94 (3) 

UT P GO No 1689 VIII 213 dated May 26 1928) 

^ ^ ^ u uv V ' uc uepua » uds uve 1 luaua ujr tx guaramn on 

behalf of a tnmor the papers shall be reta ned fora period of five years from the 
date of the minor attaining maprity 

(3) Papers regarding the cancelling or suspension of licences Isection 18 o! the 
Act) shall be kept for three years unless there is any special reason for their reten 
tion for a longer period 

It should be understood that these rules do not affect any papers forming part 
of tho record m criminal and police cases and dealt with as such under the rules 
of the High Court or Judicial Commissioner or of the Police Department [G O 
No 1718 dated the 15th Deo 1884 1 

95 (t) Magistrates should prepare at the close of each 

calendar year and submit to tho Commissioner a report on the 
working of the Act during the year This report should notice 
briefly the results of the various inspections prescribed by rule, 
convictions and punishments — particularly where special circums 
tances were held to justify very light or very severe sentences— 
rewards granted, any great increase or decrease in the number of 
licences granted and generally any facts of importance connected 
with the working of this Act Forms K and L ( below ) should 
be filled in and submitted with the report (») It is the Commis- 
sioner s duty to review the district reports of his division, and to 
pass suitable orders on such matters falling within his province 
as require them He should then prepare a divisional report, with 
35 
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necessary statements, and submit it to Government by the 1st of 
March. If any of the required information is wanting, the Com- 
missioner should call for it before submitting his report. [G. Os. 
ISTo. 123, dated the 5th September, 1879 ; Ko. 256-A, dated the 3rd 
October 1880 ; No. 997, dated the 17th July, 1881; and No. 3082, 
dated the 10th December, 1892.] 

95. (?) Information regarding the number of exempted firearms, 
cases of loss ofXfirearras and crimes of violence in which firearms 
were used and Ajims Act prosecutions in respect of firearms, as 
also a return of ^munition of different kinds purchased by resi- 
dents of each distric^n the province, should also be furnished, with 
the report. District Magistrates shouW also in their reports also 
deal with the illicit wssession of amis and ammunition in their 
districts and should report as reqmred in para 3 of letter No. 251 
dated March 23, 1926. NDistrict Magistrates -should also mention 
in their reports ‘any new\Gases in /which they (or the subdivisional 
officers who are authorn^d to /grant arms licences) order the 
barrels of guns allowed to\^agrmulturists in form No. XIX to be 
shortened, and the commismbi^s should mention these cases in 
their divisional report. (G. 0.\|no. 3245 dated the 25th June 1925, 
No. 4485-VIII 204 dated 7th August 1925, No. 251 dated 23rd March 
1926 and No. 452P dated 9th June 1926). 



45 Page SuhstitutQ the following for lule 95 (i) — 

„95 (t) The following information should also be furnished — 

1 Number of exempted firearms, 3 cases of loss of firearms, 
3 crimes of violence in which firearms were used , 4 pro ecu 
tions in respect of firearms , and 

should be accompanied by a brief survey of the position which these 
statistics and those relating to licensed firearms disclose Reference 
should bo made in particular to the extent to which firearms have 
been employed in the commission of crime, including riots or 
unlawful assemblies, and in the exercise of the right of private 
defence" (G Os. nos 3245, 4485 and 7391, dated the 35th June 1935, 
7th August 1935 and 18th November 1927 ) 

‘ 46 PagL 274. Add as new rule — 

"96 District Magistrates should forward, in duplicate, direct to 
the Government, by March 15 at the latest each year, an annual 
return, in the form in appendix M. of licensed and exempted fire 
arms in the possession of and ammunition purcha&ed by, residents 
of their districts during the previous calendar year, as well as a brief 
report on the quantity of arms and ammunition believed to be hold 


t^entrai Jt'rovinoee 

. Ueaier 


Bombay 

Do 1 


Delhi 

1 Do 


N W Frontier Province 

1 Do 1 


Bihar and Oiiasa 

1 Do 

Magistrate of district in 

Madras ^ 

1 District Magistrate 

which purchaser resides 

Punjab 

1 Superintendent of Polico 

Assam 

1 Do 



In the case of Bengal, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
will send to the Inspector-General of Police, United Provinces, a 
cosolidated statement of all purchases of arms and ammunition 
made by residents of this piovince in Calcutta, and in the case of 
purchases in Bengal, outside Calcutta, the Superintendents of 
Police concerned will send reports to the Inspector General of 
Police, The Inspector General in each case will send extracts 
to the District Magistrate concerned in this province” Nos. 1484-P. 
and b P , dated the 1st Nov 1937, and 13th Jan 1938 ) 

48 Page 280 to 28 ^ Appendix A Delete entries relating to — 

(1) Thakur Sheoraj Singh of Majhola 

(2) Tba^ur Mazbut Singh of Hiranagar 

(3) Kanwar Partab Singh of Katera 

U) Goabam Ram Charan Pun 

(5) Kumar Gajendra SmgU Pal of Askote 
and renumber the subsequent entries ______ 

49 ' • ollowing entries, — 

(1) •• 10 

( 2 ) ■ 

(3) Colonel Vindhyeshwarl Prasad Singh, Cl E , (Chief Secy ) 10 

Add above the present entry {14) Chief Judge the name of— 

Khan Bahadur Saiyid Ahmad Hasan Chief Secy — 3 retainers, 

and renumber the entries 


dd-^ 


4 retainers, 




FORM E— Return of /.<wnc« granted under the Indian Arm* Act,XI of 1878. m^the dictrict of for the year 19 [Rule 95 (»). page 274 1 
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APPEHDIX a.— [R ule 8— Fide Note (22) to Schedule I on page 135]. 


District. Name, description of arms and No, and date of Notns. 


C 1. DehraDun (1) Raja RanbirSmgh — 1 double barrel *570/500 bore 
express rifle by Alexender Henry.— 1 double barrel 
*500/450 bore express rifle by Alexander Henry.— 1 
double barrel *12 bore gun by Alexander Henry. — 
1 double barrel 400 bore high velocity rifle by 
Bentley Clay Fair, Ltd —1 Single barrel 360 bore 
high velocity rifle by Westley Richards.— 1 Mauser 
pistol —13 single barrel muzzle-loadmg guns 
nith bayonets for the family guard. (O. Q-. 0. 
No. 518, dated the 8th March, 1879. 

(2) Tegh Bahadur Singh — 7 riflles, — 3 guns and 1 pistol, 
(G. O. No 1844 dated the 26th June 1896). 

■•H (3) Mabant Lachman Das.— 2 guns,— 1 revolver. (G, 

0 No 1453, dated the 2l8t May 1903). 

2. Sabarunpui (t) Eazi Zafar Ahmad Khan.— 1 gun,— 1 revolver. 

(G 0. No 2200, dated the 16tb July 1909). 

3. Muzaffar 

nagar . (1) Shan Bahadur Nawab Muhammad Umar Daiaz 

All Khan,— 30 rifles,— 10 revolvers and pistols,— 20 
guns for retamers m attendance or on duty m the 
ilaqa (No. 1293 dated the llth June 1889). 

4. Meerat (1) Ebwaja Ghulam Nasiruddm Rban — 1 gun,— 1 rifle 

and 1 revolver. (Q. 0. No. 1727, dated the 21at 
August 1886 ) 


(1) Muhammad Habib-ur-Bahman —1 double barrel 
breech'loading, '450 bore rifle. No. 3546, by 
Holland and Holland, 98, New Bond Street. 
London — 1 double barrel breech-Ioading 500 bore 
rifle. No. 1001, by L. Hollis and Sons. 1 double 
barrel breech loading 27 bore rifle, Metford 
patent 167, No. B. 295, George Gibbs, 29, Corn 
Street. Brestt — 1 single barrel *324 bore rifle, 
No 1894, Winchester Rapeating Arms Company, 
New Haven Co , U. S A —1 double barrel breecL 
loading *12 bore gun No. 5448, by Thomas Turner, 
Brook Street Bond, London — 1 double barrel 
breecb-loadmg 12 bore gun No 54699, Woorbatd 
Place, London,— 1 single-barrel breeoh-loadmg *8 
bore gun. No. 15129, Army and Navy, C. S. L , 
London —1 double barrel 12 bore gun. No. 6954, 
by Watson brothers. Old Bond, S. W. London. 
1 mnzzle-loading '• 

five chambered, 
six chambered. 

B Webley and £ , * 

central fire single barrel breecb-loadmg Colt *450 
bore pistol No. 41, — 1 central fire single barrel 
five chambered pistol by N. T. Daib, Calcutta. 
(G. O. No 2874 dated the 14ih Sep. 1905 ) 
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Division, 

District. 

Name, desotiptiou of arms v\nd Nu, and dale of 

• 


1 Aligarh ... 

. 

i2) iluhammad KlMlil-ur-Rahm.'.!!.—! hreecF.-!.:,’. 

*12 bore guu by 'dantou ic Co., Cakurja-l dv-a' 'i ’ 
barrel muizio-loading "12 Isotc gmv by Vi% ,C<.f 
Richards, London.—l double b.jrre! breccb.lea U; 
'16 bore guu by Cogswell and H.irrij.on* S.ord. n “■* 
i double barrel brecch-lovuilng “id b 'le ‘j 

X Co. — 1 five chaiubertul inur..’!e-ioadlnft 
by Robert Arm.'?, London. — 1 live 
breeoJi-Joading Young Amcrlc.iu jloubl!> 
pistol by Arms Comp.u>y, \Vorce,.ler. U. S. .K —1 
pistol. (G. 0. No. 2U32, d.\ted the llth Oe*., I'.ur.J 




(3) Thakur Matmatangdliw.ij Pr.a.s.ul SingU *'f B, 

— 1 breoch-loading '12 bore gun. No, 13171, by U. 
Rodda & Co,— 1 mu.v,lc-loavl5ng 'll b-r'' 

No. 8832, by .\taatou cc Co., Delhi. -1 ‘hd i *'5 
ride. No. 15155. by li, B. Kodda v't Co.. Cal-' i'.U. - 
1 ‘470 boro ritlo, No. S0162, by D. ri'.vi.« >.*► t , 
CalcuUa. 1 single barrel caunuy m.ulc tuu:;'.' 
loading guu. (G. 0, Xo. 3(i80, d.sted 5b > 

Nov. 1012.) 
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Distiiot 


3 Agra 


Name description of arms and No and date of Notna 


(2J M Sakhawat Ah— 1 nflo (35W C F) Lo 44173 
Winchester Repeating Arms Compaiy New 
Haven Co IT S A — 1 double barrel breech 
loading gun No 1094 Worn out— (G 0 No 
dated (bo 25th Sept 1911 ) 


4 Mamputi 


(1) Chaudbri Maharaj Singh of Bharul — 1 single barrel 
muzzle loading 12 bore gun No 12578 by B B 
Rodda & Co Calcutta —1 p stol No 57715 by 
Webloy and Scott Ltd London —1 single barrel 
breech loading 404 bore rifle No 7560 by Laffin 
Fab ck Mauser Obetndoif A/M — 1 double barrel 
breech loading 8 bore gun No 2092 by G G 
Edwards & Sons — 1 single barrel breech loading 
32/40 boro gun No 83909 by Lyon and Lyon 
Calcutta (Q 0 Nos 540 and 544 dated the 7th 
Feb 1916 and 1920 respectively) 


Agra 




(2) Faras Bam Zammdar of Mauza Fargawan tabsU 
Bbongaon — 1 Improved Paragon rifle No 8496 
—1 12 bore gun by R B Kodda&:Co Calcutta — 
1 revolver No 101163 five chambered Aims 
Company Western Mass U S A— L smgle 
barrel muzzle load ng gun country made M P 
No 1973 broken —I ainglo barrel muzzle loading 
gun I double barrel muzzle loading gun —I 
double barrel muzzle loading pistol —1 five ob^m 
bored revolving pistol (G 0 No 2074 dated 
the 8th Aug 1892 ) 

'A'i t’nawat BAn.i.at Awagaxb.— Nil Q 

No 3448 dated the 2nd Oct 1912 


Hobilkband 


1 Bareilly 


12) Thakui Malkan Singh of Sarauth —2 single battel 
muzzle loading guns — 1 revolver (G 0 No 
3448 dated the 2nd Oct 1912 

(3) Laik Singh of Pithanpur— 1 double barrel breech 
loading gun No 18822 1 by Hall and Sons 

loading gnoa 

1 single barrel 
untry made — 
885) 

(4) Thakur Jai Gopal Singh —1 Improved Paragon 
double barrel breech loading 12 bore gun— I 
American pattern revolver 38 bote— 1 rifle 
Ferxen & Co Patent No 70133 —1 American 
pattern revolver 33 bore (G 0 No 2479 dated 
the 8th July 1912) 


(1) Thakur Karan S ngb —2 
log guns (G O No 
Sopt 1905) 


double barrel breech load 
2847. dated the llth 
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4 Fatehpur 


Name description of arms and No and date of Notns 


(1) Chaudbri Mahmud Yar — 1 single barrel muzzle 
loading gun — 1 double barrel breech loading gun 
No 2788 by J O Mayne London (G 0 No 1492 
dated the 37th Aug 1883 1 


Allahabad 


ading 
Sc Co 
bore 

o - single 

harrol muzzle loading gun country made — 1 
Sherwood rifle 300 bora special cartr dge 
No 4467 by Westley Richards — 1 Savage Win 
Chester 22 boro rifle by Lyon and Lyon Calcutta 
— 1 455 boro revolver No 905 six chambered by 
R B Rodda & Co (GO No 1453 dated the 
31st May 1903 ) 


Jbansi 


5 Allahabad 


(U Chaudbri Mahadco Prasad of Allahabad — IWebley 
revolver 1 455 C F (new model) No 31273 by 
H B Rodda & Co Calcutta —1 s ngle barrel 
breech loading gun No 250094 by Harnogtou 
and Robards Arms Company Worcester Mass 
USA pattern 27th Feb 1900 (No 12 G C 
Choke )— I double barrel breech loading 12 bore 
gun 11149 by Adam & Co London brought from 
Luscombe & Co Calcutta —1 single barrel muzzle 
loading gun No X 0 0 1604 bought from 
Biswas & Co Calcutta (G 0 No 1727 dated 
the 31st Aug 1888) 


1 Jbansi 


ti) Bhan Partab Singh of Na pan —6 guns and 1 
revolver (G 0 No 1492 dated the 27th Aug 
1883 ) 


(2) Diwan Randbw S ngh of Kaicokhar —4 guns and 
I pistol (G O No 1492 dated the 27th Aug 
1883) 


(3) Thakur Mazbut Singh of Hiranagar pargana 
Garautha— 4 guns (G 0 No 117 dated the 
21st March 1884) 


(4) Rao Khuman Singh of Kakarbai Ubaridar— 9guns 
(G O No 1093 dated the 22Qd March 1905) 


(5) Thakur Bbawam S ngh of Kakarbai —2 guns (G 
O No 534 dated the 20th Fob 1906) 


(6) Bao Debi Singh of Bajwara Lalitpur —1 double 
barrel muzzle loading 20 boro gun No 750 (G 
O No 2771 dated the 7th Aug 1912) 


(7) Rao Jawahar Singh of Panchampur—1 double 
barrel muzzle loading 30 bore cap gun No 933 
(Q O No 2771 dated the 7th Aug 1912 ) 


36 
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Division. District. 


Name, description of arms and No. and date of Notns. 


' 1. Jhansl ... (8) Kunwar Pahar Singh, of Katera. — 1 express '500 

bore rifle. No. 2372, by Thomas Turner, Birming- 
ham. — 1 ‘950 bore Boss rifle, (tr. 0. No. 4616, 
dated the 20th Oct. 1915, and Notns. No. 580. 
dated the 15th Oct. 1915, and 2717, dated the 
8th Deo. 1921.) 


(9) Kunwar Partab Singh of Katera. — 1 '350 bore 
Ross rifle.— 1 double barrel breech-loading '12 
bore- gun. (G. 0. No. 4616, dated the 20th Oct. 
1915, and Notns. No. 580, dated the 15th Oct. 
1915, and 2717, dated the 8th Dec. 1921.) 


Jhansi. ••• "I 


2. Jalaun ... 


3. Hamirpur 


4. Banda 


f 1. Benares 


Benares ... 


(1) Babu Partab Singh of Malehta. — 1 double barrel 
breech-loading T2 bore gun, No. 7b75,-— 1 
barrel muzzle-loading *12 bore gun. No. 31.--1 
revolver. No. 173, by Iver Johnson Arms Cycle 
Works. Fitzburg, Mass, U. S. A. (G. 0. Nos. 2947 
and 4137, dated the 19th Aug. and 6th Dec. 1912, 
respectively.) 

(2) Thakur Dalllpat Singh of B^sela.—l double barrel 

breech-loading *12 bore gup. No. 7479 -ls ngle 
barrel muzzle-loading -12 bore "V n 

revolver. No. 2331, six chambered. ^ 

Nos. 2947 and 4137. dated the I9th Aug. and 6th 
Dec. 1912, respectively.) 

U) Chaudhri Beni Prasad of Bandm-rlVil- 
No. 965, dated the 11th Aug. 1880. 

(2) Beni Singh Mohax, Thakur of Mataundh.--2 

^ vers. Nos. 39385 and 36827.-1 double barrel breech 
loading '12 bore gun.— 1 double barrel ^ 
loading gun.— 2 single barrel q 2453 

guns.— 1 single barrel match-lock. (G. O. iN 
dated the 24th Aug. 1891.) 

(2) Babu Sbyam Da3.-2 guns. (G. O. No. 1647. dated 
the 7th June, 1907.) 

(3) Goshain Ram Gharan •l^'^bore shot 

NO." 3?^, » “ 
i9oi) 
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l?ivi8ion. 

District 

Name description of arms and No, and date of Notns 


1. Benares 

(4) Ram Ram Kunwar, Auaanganj Estate —34 Lahore 
made match looks,— 7 broken barrels of the above 
type, — 1 gold mounted preaentation gun of the 
above type,— S single barrel flintlocks, — I double 
barrel flint-locks,— 1 blunderbuss flint-locks,— 1 
single barrel muzzle loader, percussion cap— 1 
Single barrel muzzle loader, percussion cap (with- 
out stock) —3 double barrel muzzle Imders nerrns- 



ureecQ-ioadiDg 12 bore rifle. 



pistols 

Benares 

1 

1 

1 

2 brass pistols (flintlocks) —5 steel pistols (flmt 
locks), — 1 brass pistol (percUBsion cap),— 3 steel 
pistols (percussion cap)i— 1 revolver (percussion 
cap),— 1 breech loading pistol, very small bora 
(for practising),— 1 old, rusty, toy pistol (cannot 
be used ) (G 0 No 1878 dated the 31st 
Zfay, 1910 


2 Mirzapur 1 

m 


3. Jaunpur 

(l) Munsbl Muhammad Kub.— one rifle of 310 bore 
and one pistol (Q 0 No 965, dated the llth 
Aug 1880) 



(2) Maulvi Muhammad Husam of Machbllshahr,— 5 
guns (G 0 No 3080. datoi the IBth Oct. 1899) 


4 Ballla 

Nil 


5. Ghazipur 

Nil 

Gorakhpur • 

]. Basti 

(1) Bar Narayan Pande of Jagdishpur — 1 revolver. 

2 pistols, 13 guns 2 rifloJ. (G 0 No. 965, dated 
the lltb Aug . 1880 ) 


2 Azamgarh 

(1) Babu Ahmad khan —2 guns (G. 0 No. 2588. 
dated the 9th Aug , 1906 ) 

f 

Kumaon ■{ 

1 Nami Tal 

(n Kunwar Anand Siugh —1 rifle, 1 gun, 1 pistol. (G. 

' 0 No 1449, dated the 2l8t May, 1907, and 

No 2465, dated the 4th— 6th May 1924) 

( 

, 2. Almora 

U) - ■ ■ 



Tifle. 2 double barrel breech loading 12 bore 
guns 3 double barrel muzzle loading guns (G. 0, 

1 No 956 dated tho llth Aug, 1880 and Cor, 

list No IV) 

1 
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Division. 


District. 


f 2. Almora 


Kumaon ...-{ 


1. Garhwal 


Name, description of arms and No. and date of Notns. 


(2) Knar Anand Singh, — 1 double barrel breech-loading 
T2 bore gun, “Paradox” Royal,— 1 Hammerless 
Ejector gun, No. 15885, by Holland and Holland, 
London, — 1 Browning revolver. No. 108265, 
six shot. 25 Cal. (G. 0. No. 1700, dated the 
26th May, 1900. 

(1) The Rawal of Badrinath. 5 Guns. (G. 0. No. 1740, 
dated the 29th July, 1889). 

(2) The Rawal of Kedarnath. — 2 Guns. (G. 0. No. 
1740. dated the 29th July, 1889.) 

(3) The Mahant of Kamleshwer. — Nil. (G. 0. No. 
1740, dated the 29th July, 1889.) 


r 1. Lucknow 


Lucknow... 



(1) Mirza Bakar Mirza Bahadur. — 1 double barrel 
muzzle-loading rifle. No. 151, by Charles Lan- 
caster, — 1 double barrel muzzle-loading shot gun 
by Purdey, — I double barrel muzzle-loading rifle. — 
1 double barrel breech-loading '16 bore shot gun, 
No. 12994, by R. B. Rodda & Co., Calcutta. — 1 
single barrel muzzle-loading rifle No. 4551 by 
Purdey. — 1 single barrel muzzle-loading rifle No. 
5532 by Smith, — I double barrel pin-fire *577 bore 
rifle, No. 2376, by Thomas Jackson, — 1 double 
barrel muzzle-loading '500 bore big pistol by D. 
Lovard, — 1 six chambered breech-loading pin-fire 
revolver, No. 41, — 1 seven chambered breech-load- 
ing revolver. No. 1, butt lid cap. (G. 0. No. 139 
dated the 18th Jan., 1890.) 

(2) Muhammad Sham-sud-din Haider. — Nil. (G. 0. 
No. 40., dated the 1st Feb., 1896. 

(3) Muhammad AIL — Nil. (G. 0. No, 4C., dated the 
1st Feb., 1896.) 

(4) Sa’adat Husain Khan. — 1 single barrel muzzle-load- 
ing gun. — 1 single barrel muzzle-loading pistol. 
(G. O. No. 4C. dated the 1st Feb , 1896.) 

(5) Saiyid Dilwar Raza.* — 1 double barrel breech-Ioad- 
ing gun. — 2 single barrel breech-loading guns. 

2 five chambered revolvers. (Notn. by Govt, 
of Bengal, dated the 23rd March, 1886. (G. 0. 
No. 2896, dated the 6th Sep., 1901). 

(GJ Babu Binode Chandra Ghosal.f 1 double barrel 
breech-loading T2 bore gun. 1 single barrel 
breech loading '450 bore rifle. 1 Rook rifle. 1 six 
chambered '450 bore revolver. (G. O. No. 1844, 
dated the 20th June, 1896. 

(7/ Mubammed Jafar Ali Khan. Nil. (Govt, of India, 
Notn. No. 518, dated the 6th March, 1879). 


*Now re.sidea at Kishunganj in district Purneab, [Bihar and Orissa.] 
tHis name is transferred from the Bahrnioh district (Vide G. 0. No. 2994, 
dated the 25th Sep. 1905.) 
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Division 


Name description of arms and Ko and date of Notns 


Frzabad 


( 8 ) *• 


1009 — 1 aix chambered revolver No 7143—1 
American sir chambered revolver No 41144 — 
1 small aiDglo barrel pistol — 1 Hampurl stick 
consisting of a muzzle loading pistol 1 smuU 
double barrel pistol No 41 - (G O No 3690, 
1914 and Notn No 3143 




dated the 6th July 1918 

2 

Unao 

Ntl 

3 

Rai Bareli 

Nil 

4 

Sitapur 

Ntl 

5 

Hardoi 

Ntl 

6 

Kbori 

Ntl 


Gonda 

Ntl 

2 

Bahraich 

Ntl 

3 

Sultanpur 

Ntl 


BaVa Banki 

Ntl 

5 

Fyzabad 

Ntl 

6 

Partabgarh 

Nil 


APPEKDIX B — Li»t of perioni of the Benare*. Raropur and Tebo 
retainert who have been designated for exemption under clau*e 3 w) * -^5 

Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules 1924 and who miy be firaalec 
rules 17 and 39 (1) of the Arms Rules, without the previous coas e rf t>i itft 
Officers concerned 


Benares 


1 

3 

4 

5 


The Maharanis 

The Hon ble the Afahara) STuenar and his wife 



r 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 ' _ 

The Chief Judge — 

15 The District aqd Sess-oas J. — r_ ZL. 
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16. 

17. 

IS. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 

23. 

24. 


1 . 

s! 

4. 

5. 


(. 

S. 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14, 

15, 

16. 
17. 
IS. 

19. 

20 , 
21 . 
22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 
40 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 


47. 

48 

49. 


The Collector, Bhadohi ... 

The Collector, Ohakla ... 

The District Magistrate, Bamnagar 
The Private Secretary ... 

The Deputy Collector. Bhadohi 
Captain Murli Siugh 

The Aides-de-Camp to His Highness the Maharaja 
The Superintendent of Police, Benares State 
The Chief Medical Officer 

Rampur. 

Their Highnesses the Begam Sahebas 
The Heir-Apparent and other sons of His Highness 
Sahebzada Sayed Mumtaz Husain Khan Bahadur 
Sahebzada Sayed Sajjad Ali Shan Bahadur ... 
Sahebzada Sayed Shabfaar Ali Khan Bahadur alias Dullah 
Saheb 

Sahebzada Sayed Mahmud Ali Khan Bahadur 
Sahebzada Sayed Mustafa Ali Khan Bahadur 
Sahebzada Sayed Murad Ali Khan Bahadur ... 

Sahebzada Sayed Maqsood Ali Khan Bahadur 
Sahebzada Sayed Qudrat Ali Khan Bahadur... 

Sahebzada Sayed Ashaq Ali Khan Bahadur ... 

Chief Secretary 
Revenue Secretary 
Judicial Secretary 
Home Secretary 
Private Secretary 
Secretary for Irrigation 
Brigade Commander 
Financial Secretary- 
Military Secretary 

Secretary for Commerce and Industries 

W. H. Clifford. Esq., Tutor to the Princes ... ...* 

District and Sessions Judge 

Senior Medical officer 

Comptroller of the Household 

Chief Magistrate 

Hakim Sadar 

Settlement Officer 

Mufti Dewani 

Judge Small Cause Court 

Superintendent of Police 

Mauivi Farruki. Household Officer 

M. Muhammad Ahmad Minai, Household Officer 

Muhammad Wazir Khan, Household Officer... 

Mir Munshi Dar-ul-Insha 
Sarishtadar of Sadar 
Superintendent of Excise 
Dewan Sadar (Treasury Officer) 

Executive Engineer 
Electrical Engineer 
Director of Education 

Magistrates and Munsifs of Huzur Shahabad, Malik, Sua 
Bilaspur and Tanda Tahsils 

Assistant Magistrates ... ... ... -. 

Member of the Board of Audit 
BaksM 

Commanding Officers of the 
Pioneers, Rampur Infantry, 
and Gur^as 
Brigade-Major ... » 

Aides-de-Camp to His Highness the Nawab ... 

All Commissioned Officers of the Rampur Forces -when 
passing through British India on duty ... 


Rampur Lancers, Rampur 
Artillery. Palace Guards 


3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


retainers. 


„ each. 


50 retainers each. 
50 ,, „ 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

lO 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


o 

3 


3 retainers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


3 

3 

3 

3 


3 

3 

3 


each. 
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Tehn 

1 Tbakur Hati Singh Aides de Camp to Hia Highness 
^ **'” ^ ■* 2 retamers 

a Tehn 2 

3 ■ 2 

4 ■ 2 

^ 1 retainer 

® - 1 each 


Appendix C. — -Buies for the Export, Import and Transport of 
Arms, Ammunition and Military Stores on Railways passing through 
Indian States 

Whereas Rulers or Administrators of the States mentioned m 
the second column of the Schedule hereto annexed have ceded to 
the British Government full jurisdiction within the lands which 
lie within their respective territories, and are occupied or may be 
hereafter occupied, by the railways mentioned opposite them names 
respectively, in the first column of the said Schedule (including 
the lands occupied by stations and out buildings and for other 
railways purpose) In exercise of this jurisdiction, and of the 
powers conferred by sections 4 and 5 of the foreign Jurisdiction 
and Extradition Act (XXI of 1879). and of all other powers enabling 
him in thia behalf, the Governor General m Council is pleased to 
direct that the following rule shall bo m force on the said lands 
[India No 3571-1, dated the 23th Oct 1895] 

I — In these rules 'arms’ ‘ammunition' and military stores” 
have respectively the meaning assigned to them in the Indian Arms 
Act (XI of 1878), except that the expression miUtary storea'* 
includes sulphur when in quantities exceeding 10 seers m weight, 
and leaden bird shot and bullets when possessed m quantities 
exceeding one hundred-weight at any one time 

“Export” means transmission by rail from any station in any 
of the said lands to any station beyond the said lands 

“Import*’ means transmission by rail from any station beyond 
the said lands to any station within the said lands 

“Transport” means transmission by rail from one station in 
the said lands to another station m the said lands 

Explanation — Arms, ammunition and military stores taken 
from one station to another m the said lands across intervening 
territory which is not within the said lands are tr<tnsported 
within the meaning of these rules (India No 2143 B dated the 
5th Aug 1898 1 

II — (a) The export, without the special permission of the 
Political Agent of arms, ammunition or military stores, is 
forbidden 

(b) Station masters to whom arms, ammunition or mi’itary 
stores, unaccompanied by evidence of such special permission are 
tendered for despatch shall detain them and report the matter, 
through the Superintendent of Railway Police, for the orders of 
the Political Agent 
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III. Wlion any arms, ammunition or military stores are 
imported they shall not be delivered to any importer or consignee 
unless — 

(a) the importer or consignee produces the original licence 
issued by the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Depart- 
ment, or otlier competent authority, authorising the export of 
such arms, ammunition or military stores from British India 
and their import to some station within the lands above referred 
to, and 

(/;) the senior police officer at the station at which the arms, 
ammunition or military stores have been received has compared 
the consignment with the licence and authorised the station master 
to make delivery. 

For the purpose of making the comparison required by clause (b) 
the police officer shall have power to open any package which he 
thinks suspicious. 

IV. — Every station master shall give information to the officer 
mentioned in clause (6) of the preceding rule of the arrival at his 
station of any consignment of imported arras, ammunition or 
military stores. 

V. — A station master at whose station a consignment of imported 
arms, ammunition or military stores is received may, after obtaining 
the sanction of the Superintendent of Railway Police, but not 
otherwise, forward the consignment, should the owner or consignee 
desire him to do so, to any other station within or beyond the 
lands above referred to. 

VI. — No licence shall be necessary in respect of arms or ammu- 
nition ; but when any arras, ammunition or military stores are 
transported, immediate information regarding such transport shall 
be gvien to the senior police officer, if any, at the station of despatch 
and receipt by the station masters concerned. 

VIL — Arras shall not in ordinary cases be taken from passen- 
gers ; but if a station master has reasonable ground for appre- 
hending a disturbance from the possession of arms by a passenger, 
he may at any time, before such passenger has taken his place in 
the train, but not afterwards, refuse to carry him unless he delivers 
up bis arms. If the passenger gives up his arms, they shall be 
labelled with the name and description of the owner entered in the 
roadway bill, and delivered free of charge to the owner at his 
journey’s end : 

Provided that no person who has been duly exempted from the 
operation of section 13 to 16 of the Indian Arms Act (XI of 1^78) or 
has a licence to carry arms granted by competent authority, shall, 
except in the case of evident and undoubted necessity, be asked to 
give up his personal arms under this rule, 

Vm.— Every person employed upon the railway, shall, in the 
absence of reasonable excuse, the burden of proving which shall 
be upon him, be bound to give information to the nearest Police 
officer regarding any box, packet or bale in transit which he may 
have reason to suspect contains arms, ammunition or military 
stores in respect of which an offence against these rules has been, 
or is being committed. 
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IX— (t) Whoever commits any of the following offences, 
namely, — 

(o) export any arms, ammunition or military stores without 
obtaining the special permission of Political Agent required by 
rule ir, 

(6) imports any arms, ammunition or military stores without a 
licence of the nature referred to in rule III, 

shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both 

ill) Whoever commits any of the following offences, namely — 

(а) imports any arms, ammunition or military stores in excess of 
the quantities entered in the licence referred to in rule III 

(б) imports after the expiration of the period for which such 
licence has been granted, 

(c) omits to give information as required by rule VIII 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to six months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, 
or with both 

X —When any person is convicted of an offence under the last 
preceding rule it shall be m the discretion of the convicting Magis 
trate further to direct that the whole or any portion of the arms 
ammunition or military stores in respect of which the conviction is 
obtained, and any box package or bale in which the same may 
have been concealed, together with the other contents of such bos, 
package or bale, shall be confiscated 

Xr — CD Whenever any Magistrate has reason to believe that 
arms, ammunition or military stores have been imported contrary 
to these rules, such Magistrate, having first recorded the grounds 
of his belief may seize and detain the same m safe custody for such 
time as he may think necessary 

(2) In such cases notice calling upon the importer or consignee 
to appear and to produce the licence referred to in rule III shall be 
published for three months at the railway station at which the arms, 
ammunition or military stores have been seized, and at such other 
places as the Magistrate may think necessary 

(3) If the importer or consignee does not appear and produce 
such licence within three years from the date of such notice, such 
arms, ammunition or military stores shall be confiscated 

XII —The order of the Political Agent shall be taken regarding 
the disposal of articles confiscated under these rules, and such 
orders shall be final 

XriX —(1) A Magistrate may award up to one half the amount 
of any fine inflicted under these rules and up to one half the sale 
price of any confiscated articles sold in pursuance of orders issued 
under these rules, to any person, whether in the employ of a railway 
company or not who has given information leading to a conviction 

(2) Cases in which no fine is inflicted, or m which it appears 
desirable to give a reward larger than is provided for above, shall 
be submitted for the orders of the Political Agent 

37 
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XIV.— Nothing in the foregoing rifles shall apply to the import 
of any arms, ammunition or military stores when the same are 
covered by a certificate granted by the officer in charge of an arsenal 
in British India, stating that they are consigned' to the- Ruler of a 
State mentioned in the second column of the schedule hereto 
annexed. 


The Schedule. 


Railway. 

1 

1 

State. 

1 

1 

2 

Bhopal-Ujjain Railway (Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway — Indian Midland Section.) 

Indore, Gwalior, Bhopal, 
Dewas . (Senior Branch). 
Dewas (Junior Branch.) 

Godra-Rutlam Nagda Railway (Bombay. Baroda ' and 
Central India Railway.) 

1 Indore, Jhabna, Rutlam, 
Sailana. 

Bina-Godra-Baran Branch (Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway.) 

Gwalior. 

Great Indian Peninsula (Indian Midland) Railway — 


(1) Jhansi-Agra Section 

Dholpur, Datia, Gwalior. 

(3) Jhansi.Bhopal-Itarsi Section 

Bhopal, Gwalior, Khanisa- 
dhana, Kurwai, Orohha. 

(3) Jhansi-Oawnpore Section 

Samthar. 

(4) Jhansi-Manikpur Section 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India (Rajputana- 
Malwa) Railway — 

Alipura, Garrauli, Orchha, 
Pahra, Taraon. 

(1) Oawnpore-Achnera State Railway 

(2) Holkar State Railway (North of Nerbuda.) 

(3) Neemuoh-Nusseerabad State Railway 

Bhartpur, 

Indore, 

Gwalior, 

Mewar, 

1 Tonk. 

(4) Rajputana State Railway 

Bhartpur, Jeypur, Kishen- 
garb, Ulwar. 

(5) Sindhia-Neemuoh State Railway ... 

Dhar, Gwalior, Indore, J aora 
Rutlam, Sailana. 

(6) Western Rajputana State Railway 

Baroda, Jodhpur, Palanpur, 
Sirohi. 
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♦Appendix D.— appendix lir to the army Regulations, India, 
Volume II 

Rules relating to the possession of private arms by Indian Officers, 
, British and Indian other ranks. 

1 General provisions. — The Indian Arms Act provides that 
any person disposing of arms, which he possesses, for his own 
private use to any other person not entitled by law to possess the 
same, is liable to be punished with imprisonment for three years, 
with fine, or with both 

If any person wishes to dispose of arms ammunition either by 
private sale, public auction or otherwise, he will ascertain that the 
would-be purchaser is a person entitled by law to possess the 
same ; and if such person’s name does not appear in the official 
army or civil lists, he will apply to the Magistrate or Deputy 
Commissioner of the district, or to the local Political Officer, as 
the case may be, for permission for the transaction to take place In 
the case of individual under the rank of officer the above procedure 
wiU be conducted through the Unit Commander. 

2. British soldiers. — Firearms purchased by British soldiers will 
be inspected by the armourer sergeant or armament artificer, and 
passed by the Unit Commander A register will be kept of all 
arms m which will be recorded description, sales or other disposals 
Private arras supplied by Government for sporting purposes will 
be inspected monthly by the armourer sergeant or armament 
artificer. 

3 Indian officer— An Indian officer is allowed, after having 
obtained a licence, for which no fee will be charged, to carry or 
possess, for his personal use, arms and ammunition to the extent 
and under the restrictions prescribed in Schedule I, Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 

Note —The expressiOQ 
sab iuIq (1) ol tole 40 oi the Ii 
to the Indian Army Act, 19 
licence and not to the plac 
No 6341 VIII 182 dated 14tl 
(1^ of the Rules, page 116 

4 Exemptions for certain retired Indian officers — A retired 
Indian officer in receipt of a pension, and who was exempt under 
the Indian Arms Rules, 1909, immediately before coming into force 
of the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, is exempt from the provisions of 
sections 13 to 16 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 

5 Swords of Indian officers — A pass is not required for the 
regimental swords of an Indian officer proceeding on leave or 
furlough, if permission to carry it is entered on his furlough 
certificate. 

6 Purchase of arms by Indian officers and other ranks.— 
An Indian officer or*soldier shall not purchase arms or ammunition 
unless — 

authoTity with a written permit 
t which it 13 valid aod, m the case of 
^ 0 occasion of each individual purchase , 


V } de — U. P rule 44, page 263 
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T and ammunition aro purchased from a person entitled under the 

Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878) and Indian Arms Rules, 1924, to possess or 
sell arms or ammunition ; 

(lu) the arms and ammunition so purchased by him and the arras and ammuni- 
tion already possessed by him do not exceed the numbers and quantity authorised 
by these rules. 

7. Indian soldiers. — An Indian soldier is allowed, after having 
obtained a licence for which no fee will be charged, to carry or 
possess, for his personal use, one gun or pistol, one sword, dagger 
or knife, twenty cartridges, or an equivalent quantity of powder,' 
bullets or shot, and caps. The conditions are : — 

(а) The soldier shall bo of good character. 

(б) The arms shall not be of a class superior to that of the arms in use in the 
Indian Army, not a rifle of ‘303 bore, nor a rifle of ‘450 bore imported subsequent 
to the 11th September, 1906 : and he may not possess ammunition which can be 
fired from a *303 rifle. 

(c) The possession of arms and ammunition to which these rules apply will be 
immediately reported and their description entered in the private arms register 
maintained in the unit, extracts of which shall be sent with the man’s documents 
when he is transferred. 

(d) All arms will bo kept in the armoury while the soldier is with his unit. 

(e) The loss of arms or ammunition will be immediately reported. 

(/) If he wishes to take his arms on furlough or leave, he will obtain a pass 
from his Unit Commander. This pass will be produced on return, together with the 
arms to which it relates. The Unit Commander wilt satisfy himself that the arms 
have not been changed ; failure to produce the arms or pass will be punished by 
deprivation of a pass for one year, which should be communicated to the Magistrate 
or Political Ofiicer concerned. If an absentee is found in possession of arms and 
ammunition not covered by a pass, he will be made over to the military authority 
for trial 

{Vide also Note to Rule 3, page 291.) 

8. Passes. —Every pass shall be granted by the Unit Com- 
mander who shall not delegate his authority. The pass shall 
contain — 

(а) a full description of arms, with a record of their distinctive marks, and 
ammunition authorised by the pass. 

(б) the parentage, religion, class, tribe and home of the holder of the pass. 

The Magistrate or Political Officer of the district in which the 
pass-holder intends to reside shall be furnished with a duplicate copy 
of the pass by the Unit Commander in the case of men proceeding 
on leave or furlough. When passes are cancelled or withdrawn 
the civil officer will be informed. 

A pass shall not be granted to an Indian officer or soldier whose 
home is situated beyond the U.-W. Frontier, unless he shall have 
obtained, from his clansmen in the unit, and deposited security to 
the full trans-frontier value for the return of any arm which it is 
proposed to take away. The Brigade Commander will decide what 
is the trans-frontier value of any arm. 

9. Disposal of arms near the Frontier. — An Indian officer or 
soldier shall not, unless authorised by competent authority, give or 
otherwise transfer any riflle to which these rules apply, to any 
Indian whose home is situated near or beyond the N.-W. Frontier. 

10. Forfeiture of security. — When an arm, for which security 
has been deposited, and a pass granted, is not returned the security 
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shall be forfeited and the clansmen of the defaulter shall, for a period 
not exceeding two years, be precluded from taking arms on furlough 
Those cases will be reported to the District Commander, 

11. Special licence for exporting arms outside British India — 
An Indian soldier at the time of his discharge, possessing a weapon 
requiring a licence, shall be warned, if his home is situated beyond 
the limits of British India, that he shall obtain, through his Unit 
Commander an export licence from the Foreign and ^ olitical 
Department, except in the case of a kukri of a Gurkha proceeding 
to Nepal 

No export licence will be granted to a trans frontier tribesman, 
except for arms certified by his Unit Commander to have been 
brought from his home on enrolment 

12 Pensioners and reservists —An Indian soldier before trans- 
fer to pension or reserve wishing to retain his private arms, subject 
to the extent specified in the first paragraph of this appendix, will 
fill in a form in triplicate and give full description of the arms in 
respect of which he desires exemption from payment of licence fees. 
The Unit Commander will endorse his recommendation on all three 
forms and will give one copy to the soldier before he leaves the unit, 
and one copy will be despatched to the civil officer concerned 
The third copy will be kept in the unit for record. 

13. Application of pensioners and reservists for renewal of 
licence— An application by a pensioner or reservist for renewal 
of licence, free of licence fee, will be submitted to the civil authority 
through the Unit Commander. 

14 Offences committed by pensioners or reservists — Offences 
under the Arms Act and Rules, committed by pensioners and 
reservists, will be dealt with m the ordinary manner, by the civil 
authorities 

15 Report of loss of arms by pensioners and reservists — 
Every soldier before transfer to the pension establishment or reserve, 
and every reservist before returning home after training, shall be 
warned by his Unit Cammander that he must report the loss or 
theft of any arras covered by his licence, to the nearest police station 
as required by the conditions on the licence form 

16 Passes not to be given to discharged soldiers or reservists 
— Soldiers and reservists on leaving the army cannot be granted 
arms passes and any such passes will be withdrawn from them 

17 Sihh kitpan — All kiipana possessed or carried by Sikhs 
while serving in the array are exempt from the operation of the 
Indian Arms Act. 1878 and Indian Arras Rules, 1924 , provided they 
conform to the measurements laid down, viz., maximum length 
of blade of 9 inches and a maximum width of 14 inches. 
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Lims, ammunition and mill Form B tn the ease of gun- Form X or XII 
taiy Btotes^—to ioep and powder or of an explosive of 
sell the 1st division of the 6th 

(ammunitionltclass m quan 
titles not exceeding at one 
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LlOBNOES NECESSARY TO BE TAKEN OUT TO EFFECT THE 
OBJECT DESIRED. 
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iPfESOIX r-AIii(oftnd.«nState«ii,thol'(H. 4 ab,(o 8 f(t 5 n vili( t(ie oajjiel «{ (V 

roiiUca\ Agent* to whom copie* gt hcenfe* is«ue^ *Iio^M forwarded under 
Rule 17 clause !! of tlax Inflinn Avm& Rl.tec IQOa /w.... Oov.P-A 


No 

Indian States 

foi^\lca| Agents 

1 

Patiala 



3 

Babawalpur 



3 

Jhind 



4 

Nabha 



5 

ITapurlhala 



6 

Faridkot 



7 

Mandl 


V Agent to the Qpvernor 

S 

9 

Suket ^ 

Chamba 


General, Punjab S^^tes 
Lahore 

10 

Maler Eotla 



11 

Lobaru 



11 

Sirmur (Nahan) » 



13 

Bilasput (Kablur) 



14 

Salsia 



IS 

Duiana 


\ Commissioner, A mba la 

16 , 

Pataudi 


) Division Ambala 

17 

Bashabr 



18 

Nalagarh (Hmdur) 



19 

Eeootbal 



30 

Baghat 



21 

, Baghat 



22 

1 Jubhal 



23 

£umharsam 



34 

25 

, Blialii 
' Mailog 



26 

' Balaan 



27 

Bhatni 



28 

Cuthar 


1 

29 



1 

30 

, Mangal 


^ Suncrmtendent Simla 

31 

' B»Ja i 

1 Hill Spates S^o^la 


' Darkuti 


33 

Taroch 



34 

Sangri 



35 

Kaneti 



36 

Dalti 



37 

Koti 



38 

Theog 



39 

Madhan 



40 

Ghund 



4l 

Batcsh 



42 

Raw in, 



43 

Ubadt 




Appendix G —Marks oa small arm an4 machine gun ammunition and method 6f 
marking Ooveromcnt arms 

Revised statements showing the above wut% G O No 1<JU, 

dated the 30th March 1909 

For Appendix H vide Hole flS) under Schedule I page 135 

Append X I— The forms prescribed m this Appendix will be found on page? 
Sdl, 253 265-209 and 27^-276 
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Appendix K. Officers in other provinces to whom letters of enquiry should be ad--- 
dressed regarding sales of arms by dealers in the United Provinces to persons who 
are not residents of the United Provinces. 


Plaee of which purchaser 
is.resident. 


Designation of OlRcer. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 


12 . 


13. 

14. 

is: 

16. 

17. 


Any Indian State 
Calcutta 

Bengal Presidency (ex- 
cluding Calcutta.) 
Bombay city 
Bombay Presidency (ex- 
cluding Bombay city). 
Sind ... ... 

Rangoon ... 

Burma (excluding 
Rangoon). 

Punjab 

Central Provinces ... 
Assam 

r 


1 . 

“ 2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

1 ' 2 . 


North-West Frontier -{ 
Province. 


( 2 ) 


( 3 ) 


Ooorg 



Bihar and Orissa 


14. 


Madras city... 

Madras Presidency (ex- 
cluding Madras city). 
Delhi 


15. 

16. 


17. 


Political Officer for the State. 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 
Superintendent of Police concerned. 


Commissioner of Police, Bombay. 

District Superintendent of Police concerned. 

Commissioner in Sind. 

Commissioner of Police, Rangoon. 

District Superintendent of Police concerned. 


District Superintendent of Police concerned. 
District Magistrate concerned. 

District Superintendent of Police concerned. 

*(i) In the case of resi- To the Supe^rinten- 
dents of British districts, 
viz., Hazara, Peshawar, 

Eohat, Bannu and Debra 
Ismail Khan. 

In the case of residents 
of the Indian States of 
Amb and Phulera. 


dent of Police 
concerned. 


To the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Hazara, 
district, Abbota- 
bad. 

To the Political 
Agent Dir, Swat 
and Chitral Agen- 
cies, Malakand. 

District Magistrate of Coorg at Mercara, through 
the Commissioner of Coorg. 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Crime and 
Railways, Bihar and Orissa. 

Commissioner of Police, Madras. 

District Magistrate concerned. 


In the case of residents 
of the Indian States of 
Chitral and Dir. 


District Magistrate of Delhi. 


*G. 0. No. 1256-VIII— 214, dated the 18th May, 1922. 
[G. O. No. 2716, dated the 6th July, 1916.] 


APPENDIX L.— Certificate of exemption.— T his is to certify that- 
residing in the — district js a person who is exempt from the operation 
T . entry No. — of Schedule I to the I. A.R., 1924. 

of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, under ■ , ^ rr — v c 

clause (b) of section I of the said Act 


Dnted 


1 


District Magistrate of the — district 
Agent to the Govr, for the —State 
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Punjab Local Rules and Orders. 

1. Punjab Notn. No 24G0 dated the 3rd July 1879-— The prohibi- 
tions and directions contained in sections 13 and 14 of the Indian 
Arms Act, 1878, do not apply to the villages on the border of the 
ffazara District. [Note. — The list of villages are shown at the end, 
Schedule VIII, on pages 184-185.1 

2 Extension of section 15 of the Act. to the Hazara Peshawar, Kobat, Bannu, 
Dora Ismail Khan and Ghazi Khan Districts , — {.Vtde Note to section 15, page 54 ) 

3. Punjab Ciro No 13—1309, daUd the 39th Sepir 1899.— (1) 
As the result of recent inquiries the Lieutenant Governor has de- 
cided that the executive authorities will be acting within the 
provisions of the law if they treat the weapons known as chhavis as 
arms for the purposes of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, and the rules 
thereunder, and he is pleased to direct that they shall henceforth be 
so treated except in the two Frontier Divisions of the Province, sub- 
3 ect to the instructions which follow. 

(i) The Scheduled Districts of the Punjab have been withdrawn 
from the operation of all prohibitions and directions contained in 
section 13 of the Act, which does not, therefore, apply to the tracts 
of Lahaul and Spiti Clause 2 of section 32 of Act No XXXI of 1860 
did not at the time, when Act XI of 1878 came into force, apply to 
the districts of Simla and Kangra, and section 15 of Act XI of 1878 
has not subsequently been extended to either district The result, 
then, of the ruling contained in paragraph 1 of this letter in the four 
Cis-Indus Divisions of the Province, is that the executive authorities 
are instructed to assume that the law is as follows — 

(Except in Lahaul and Spiti) no person shall go armed with any 
chhavi except under a licence and to the extent and m the manner 
permitted thereby (section 13 of the Arms Act) Any person so 
going armed without a licence or in contravention of its provisions 
may be disarmed by any Magistrate, Police officer or other person 
hy the. looel Gcverucaeut va thia hehaVi hy 'ue.iue er virtue 
of his office (section ^3). Except in the Simla and Kangra Districts 
no person shall have in his possession any chhavi, except under a 
licence and in the manner and to the extent permitted thereby (sec- 
tion 15 of the Arms Act). The rest of the Act and the rules there- 
under are similarly to be assumed applicable to chhavis in the same 
way as to other arms To go armed with such a weapon contrary 
to the provisions of section 1^, is to commit an offence under sec- 
tion 19 (e) (/) or section 20, as the case may be, and an offence which 
in either case is cognizable by the Police. (Schedule II to the 
Criminal Procedure Code, 1898). 

(3) Itvwill be the duty of Commissioners and District Magis- 
trates to see that the Grown is adequately represented at all stages 
m every case in which the application of the Arms Act and rules to 
chhavis is dikely to come in question before the Courts, and that 
every case in which a judicial ruling on the subject has been given, 
whether by a Civil or a Criminal Court, is promptly reported to Gov- 
ernment It remains to indicate the lines on which the law, as inter- 
preted in paragraph 1 of this circular, should bo enforced. 

(4) . The Lieutenant-Governor thinks it undesirable that there 
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should bo any gonoral houso searches to discover chhavis impro- 
perly posjjossed tiiongh ho does not intend to prohibit search under 
section 25 when definite information lias directed attention to parti- 
cular houses or when the perpetration of crimes of violence in which 
weapons of the kind have been used, is traced to particular loca- 
lities. The objection is to general searches without special reason. 
A person found carrying a chhavi contrary to the provisions of sec- 
tion 12 or section 13 may always (subject to the remarks on the 
subject of notice in the next following paragraph) be deprived of his 
weapon by a properly authorised person and similar weapons found 
in the course of properly authorised searches may always be taken 
away by the police in the exercise of their preventive authority, 
even if no prosecution in respect of them is instituted. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor is, however, pleased to direct that no seizure of an . 
unlicensed chhavi, whether in the exercise of the preventive autho- 
rity conferred by section 149, Criminal Procedure Code, or under 
section 13 of the Arms Act, should be made by any police officer 
below the rank of sergeant. 

(5) . The first stop to take, however, is to issue a proclamation 
in each district concerned warning the people that they must apply 
within one month for licences in respect to chhavis, or deposit them 
with the officer in charge of the nearest police station. 

(6) , Licences should be freely granted for purposes of protec- 

tion to respectable persons, and in circumstances where it seems 
likely that the deprivation of chhavis, would tend to encourage 
rather than diminish crimes of violence by taking away from the 
well-disposed the means of defending them-selves. The question 
of abolishing the levy of fees for licences * * whether for chhavis 

or for other arms, is under the Lieutenant-Governor’s consideration, 
but for the present it will be necessary to follow the existing rule 
on the subject. 

(7) . Prosecutions should not for the present be generally insti- 
tuted, and where instituted they should be conducted with caution 
and carefully watclied. Short of prosecution sfor a breach of the 
Arms Act, it is always open to the District Magistrate to instruct 
the police to take persons found carrying chhavis before the nearest 
Magistrate, in order that he may satisfy himself as to their antece- 
dents and ascertain whether security ought to be demanded from . 
them under section 107, 109 or 110 Criminal Procedure Code : and 
instructions to this effect might be given to all Police-officers not 
below the rank of officers in charge of stations. 

(8) . In the districts of Lahore, Amritsar and Ferozpur the. 
instructions of this circular in respect to chhavis should be carried 
out in regard to long handled gandasas also. As regards other 
districts, I am to say that the long handled gandasas is, in some place, 
a weapon' almost, if not quite as formidable as the chhavi and used,, 
like the chhavi, for purposes of offence, and not, as an agricultural • 
implement ; and where this is the case, the District Magistrate would 
be- similarly- justified in treating it as a weapon ' coming under the 
provisions of the Arms Act. If, therefore, any Deputy Commission^ 
thinks it desirable to proceed on these lines in regard to any such 
we^pdh wfiich'ia not capable of being classed as chhavi, he' should 
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I’liiijnb, 

Nn “’‘■’‘'•"K K"!"" nollllml wllli Niiln, 

No 943 dated loth ruly 1007, 111 ) lo Ihci 011(1 ()| limii |„ mi iiiiitii , 11111 , 

and aubatituta tlio fiillowlni} rovlHud iiihm iiiiiilii In miiiinmiiiNliMI ill lllii 

lOllin diilod lOlh Mu/ IllJJiiml 

No 33576 dated 9th Oct 193) 

{Hole Pages 000 313 7hc axisting p iriiB IH ( i 1 j ,f , „/ I,, 

re timbered, respeclitelg as a to ss\ ‘ » mi»'» ' m 

Rules 


5—1 Officers to delnin under arms H fl— Kidtf N( to (7) to mao I), j aj i » (tJ 

II Officers to conduct Mftrefiei under BOO 2't—VUa th lt$ {J) 1 1 tue pijWW 
III Officers to conduct tearche* under KLO W—yt la IloU O} I > Ht i 

IV All persons holding licenses lo tDaiUifntium, tonvnii 
seller keep for sale arms« ammunition or tnUUnry niorntf nhull 
maintain stock books and accounts of rccr’ipU and Issi/ns in 
Forms A and B of the appenrUx to tin mo ruIcM imi nii 
holding licenses to soil or keep for mJo txrmf, fniniinniiVin Of 
military stores shall maintain stock ind iUfoniili/f/ok4 in 

andD The pages of these bookn nhih bo nu/ohtre 1, a// 1 ht>fo/n 
any entries are made, the hooks nlitll he (xhihiU<i, t/ /ether //iiU 
the manufacturer's or dealer's licence to tlo hinttUt /luif f*>f 
or to a Subordinate Magistrate Sijrh Mi/Utrit* //dl t-i/.n (uvUfit* 
and la«t pages of each book and h* tl them //Uh Ids nUUiii n, f 

V The «hop', promises and storks of all iUt.ufiii uinnnfnO' 

turers and dealers shall be inspected onto hi < y*r/ itj '» 

police officer not bcio// the rank of iJt i/niy * 

la a dutne: in /vhich there l» no A-sjttJiot or /M/it/ )' 

tendent cf Police quarterly in rcriionti unj U < »r/iAd o/ o/ ^0 
Inspector. At lea‘t on^ insf^cMoii in * i^h jt -r »hsll U ‘-d 

by the Superintendent of f^olir^ At iia ifun ff f * ** 

books shall la ini’i.llcl by tl < liup'*ii/ h' 'Af h / 
irregularity or of th-* rul‘ f/Ui h / .y I * o t/ vd ' % i A ’> 

once reported to hi>trict M-/i<*r»t‘ 


VL{1) a «r *, * Jr.^ An 

or military *tor**' u ^* 6 1 Jf< v /‘^//*/ 3 A 

theSapsnn-^»id--trf Pol '’^of W •r' 44 ^ ♦ r 

his place cf Ua *Arj or o/ * d * /-*/// ^ ♦ a 

(а) 73:s - d /♦' v 

takead-hr^^ry 'f j e ^rt « Id ; . 

(б) T s a'yd q ''•fMl • f ^ '' 

M Tc*- 'ZJ^ 'i f 
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12) -..x’ fi pntfU**^** '{ ^ " 

sX- 'f / ' y y///.-.'"/, 

Aniiil)-a.-r M*.f W\\if '*• ['J A // '^'0^ 

officer 13 <-„a* A* ji > /Id' h ^ z' . 


Chief 

Arm- B-a, 
officer 13 /if 

of the Ijii -'f 
ard ad'fr*-»i .f 
the if^/ /I ' 3 -P* ? 

•Rith.cpy. 


1^’- 

it. 


' jA 
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district provided that when the period spent in any district does not 
exceed fourteen days, no endorsement shall he necessary No fee 
shall be paid in respect of any endorsement made in accordance 
with this order, {Vide note (6) to rule 33, on page 108 of Roy’s Arms 
Act Manual) 

XXIII Returns in forms K and L shall be prepared fcr each 
calendar year and submitted by District Magistrates, through Com- 
missioners, to the Inspector General of Police 


Appendix 


A —Stock book of — son of — , ca*le— reinJent of— kcensed to manufacture, 
convert, tell or keep for cale, arms, ammunition or military stores 



Form B — Daily sale book of — son of — , caste , resident of— licensed to manufacture, 
convert, sell or keep f^r sale arms, ammunition or military stores 


1 

1 ^ 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Date 

Kame and 

1 father s name 
of purchaser j 

Casio and 
profession 
of 

purchaser 

! Besjdcnce 

1 of 

1 purchaser. 

Articles 

purchased 

Price 

Signature of 
purchaser 
and dealer 


Form G — Is the same as Form A, except that in heading for the words “licensed 
to manufacture," etc , read * licensed to sell or keep for sale etc, and in column 2 
omtf the word 'manufacture ' 


‘ Form D Is the same as Form B, except that tn heading for the words “licensed 

to manufacture," etc , read ‘ licensed to sod or keep for sale” etc 
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Form K —Return of licences granted under Act XI of 1878 in the district 


1 

1 ^ 1 

MM 

1 = 

1 6 

1 ^ 

Remarks by Commissioner. ) ^ | 

Details of licenses, 

! 

Number of licenses in force 
last year. 

OtEBA-TION OF 
THE YEAR. 

Number in force at end of | 
present year. 1 

i 

0 

1 
ft 

u 

m 

|3| 

6 

a 

a 

■a 

1 

c 

: 

Revoked or sus- 
pended. 

l^ In form VII to transport arms, 
ammunition or military stores 

%. In form ZX to manufacture, convert, i 
sell or keep 

3. In form X to keep and soli. I 

4. In form XIV for the possession of 
arms. 

5. In form XV for the possession and 
use foir target-practice 

6. Id form XVl to possess arms or am 
munition and to go armed for purpos* 
es of sport, protection or display. 

7. In form XVIII for destruction of 
wild animals which do miury to 
human beings and cattle 

8. In form XIX for destruction of 
wild animals doing loiury to crops 
and cattle, 

9. In form XX for going armed on a 
lourney in or through any province 

1 




1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 


FORU. L— Annual statement of the operation of the Arms Act, XI of 1878, \n the 



This return will bo submitted yearly through tboComr, to the 1 G. of Police 

Dy» Comr, 
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refer the matter, through the Commissioner, for the orders of GoVern 
inent, stating what definition he proposes and the reasons tor the 
measure 

(9) Commissioners should keep a careful watch on the maiiner 
m which Deputy Commissioners m their Divisions give effect to the 
instructions contained in this circular 

(10) The Inspector General of Police will he requested to 
notice the effect of the measures now to be taken against chhavia ahd 
gandasas in the Police Administration Report for the current year 

4 Circular Nq S 1125 dated the 16th Oct —(1) As there has 
been some misapprehension as to the purpoifc of the letters * * + 
regarding the treatment of cbbavis and gandasas as "arms’ under 
Act XI of 1878, 1 am directed to addiess you as follows 


(2) Ah noted in the Chief Court’s decision, No 16 P R of 1900, 
referred to (m Note (34) page 44) any weapons or instruments 
carried or possessed for the purpose of offence and defence come 
under the category of arms * The more common weapons and 
instruments which when carried or possessed by individuals may 
universally be presumed to be so carried or possessed for purpose^ 
of offence or defence are specified in section 4 of the Act but the 
list there given la not exhaustive and the Local Government in 1899 
after considerable enquiry, concluded that (a) chhavis through the 
Province, and (l>) long handled gandasas in the Lahore, Amritsar 
and Ferozpur Districts were so very rarely earned or po'^aessod, 
except for purposes of offence and defence, that the executive offiofra 
of Government might properly treat these weapons as arms’ wiihin 
the meaning of the Act District Officers were accordingly, m 
this office letter No 1302, dated the 29tb September 1899, authorised 
to treat these weapons as "arras ’ 

(3) It was not intended by the instructions above described to 
limit the action of District officers to the weapons there ment oned 
It IS still open, to them to take action under the Arms Act either — 

(а) generally as regards weapons m respect of winch they may have recejyecl 

autbonsatloa under tho last sentence of paragraph (S) of the letter of 29th September 
1899, page 302 or . i. e j i 

(б) in particular instances as regards weapons or icstruments or any deecription 
which m those particular cas'-a appear to be possessed or earned for purposes of offence 

I am to add that action under (M can be taken by Deputy Coiii- 
missioners without reference to higher authority 


5 Circular letter No 043 dated the Mh July 1907 — The fO'low- 
ing teviseff lules kavc been made under the Indian AriliB Act lo7o 
(Act XI of 1878), and are published for general inforin„twn, in super 
session of the rules published With notification No 1956, dated the 
19th of May 1879 — 

Ruin 

(D^Officer* empowered to delom arms— Ride Kotofa to scot on 6 ol tho Art 

page 49 •*«<;- *• \ 

(21 Of(i^S»-emuowered lo conduct w!»rrtt»l(Sdsr Bccliou 25-F.A Hoto 

scolioa 30-F.de Note (3) to 

section 30 of tt o Act pago 

. W) All BWM^lding UcSKBsptom^facture converl 
keep and sell-^rms/ aiamunition or inililwy^ttw^A^all keep up 


V.ic. 

(91 Ho 
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stock books and accounts of receipts and issues in tke Forms A and 
B^ippended to tliese rules; and all pei’sons holding' licences to keep 
or ^1 arms, ammunition or military stores shall maintain stock and 
account books in Forms 0 and D. The pages of these books are to 
be nui^ered, and before any entries are made, the books shafi be 
exhibit^, together with the manufacturer’s or dealer’s liceMe, to 
the Magistrate of the District or to a Subordinate Magistrate. / Such 
Magistrate^ will sign the first and last pages of each book aim seal 
them with Ms official seal. 

(5) Th^hops, premises and stocks of all licenced {Manufac- 
turers and driers shall be inspected once in every quaver by a 
police officer \iot below the rank of Assistant SuperinJ/endent of 
Police, or Inspector where there is no Assistant Superintendent, and 
once at least in hyei’y year by the Superintendent of Pol/ce. At the 
time of inspectionyhe books shall be initialled by tl^6 inspecting 
officer. Any irre^larity or breach of the rules wpich may be 
noticed shall be at i^ce reported to the Magistrate of the district. 

Form A. — Stock book of — sl»n of , caste , licensed to manufacture, convert, sell or 
keep arms ammunition or military stores. [Rule (4), page 303.] 


1 ' 

2 


4 ' 

5 ' 

6 

B 

8 

9 

.'lo 

11 

12 

Date. 

i 

• 1 

' 

! 

Particulars. 

1 

i 

mmm 

Ammunition. ' • 

Military stores, including, 
lead, sulphur, and saltpetre. 

Name and 
address of 
the dealer 
or firm 
supplying 
the articles 
received. i 

1 

1 

Signature ,of licensee,. 

Fire-\ 

ARMS, j 

^THRR WEAPONS. 

Guns. 

Pistols. 

Swords. 

i CO 
\Q) 

sv . 

<0 

U) ' 

« 1 

1 

Others, 

Jan. 1st ... 

In Store — 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

n 

B 

■■ 

■ 

HIH 

B 


Manufactured 

■ 

■ 

■ 


n 

H 






1 Received 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

m 

H 

■ 

■ 



Jan. 2nd... 

Disposed of 

■ 

H 

■ 

1 

B 

n 

mi 

mi 




1 In store 

H 

Hi 

■ 

H 

■ 

H 




s 


FORM-B. — Daily sale book of — son of , caste , resident of — licensed to manufacture, 

.convert, sell or keep arms, ammunition or military stores. [Rule (4) page 303.] 


1 

3 1 

1 


1 4 

■jjHH 

6 

■ 

7 

Date. 

Name and j 
father’s najae 
of purchaser. 

Caste and 
profession 
of 

purchaser. 

1 Residence 

1 

purchaser. 

Articles 'O 
purchased, j 

1 Price. 

Signature of 
! purchaser 
and dealer. 


words “licensed 
omit the word 


Form C. — Is the same as Form A, except that in the heading 
to manufacture, &c„” read ‘ licensed to keep” and in column 
‘'manufactured,” [Rule (4), page 303.1 

Form D^^ls the same as Form B, except that in the heading for the w^ds “licensed 
' to j)<fanufacture, read “licensed to keep and sell &c.” [Rule (4), pggO 303.J 
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Form B —Reguter of licences lo manufacture convert keep or sell arms 
ammunition or military stores in district [Para 14 page 307 J 


1 


1 ^ 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 


V 

1 . 

S o 
a 



INSPECTION BY 



No\ 

3 ot hcenset 

a>'o 

B “ 

^ h 

SI 

a 

a 

.a 

1 'Z 

Date 

Assistant Supebinten 
DEH fS OR iHSPECTOaS 
OP Police 

Magistrate 
of distr ct 

1 or Super n 
! ten^ent of , 
Police 1 

Remarks 

.3 


1 

5 “ 

oi : 


1st 

2nd 1 3rd 

1 4tli 

1 



Form P-— Is VLb same as Form E except that in the heading for licensed lo 
manufactur^&c raad licensed to keep and sell &c [Para 14 page 307] 


(6) On receiving notice of a sale, under clause 2 section 5, by 
a person lawfuMy possessing arms to any person not prohibited from 
possessing the^ame the Magistrate or Police officer may make 
inquiries as to tHb correctness of the purchaser s name and address, 
and if necessaryX obtain a report from the Superintendent of Police 
of the district in wmch the purchaser lives 

(7) When any lums ammunition or military stores have been 

deposited at a polity station under section 14 or 16 of the Act 
the officer in charge oh. the station shall affis to each weapon or 
article a ticket showing: the name of depositor and the date of 
deposit and shall give th^epositor a duplicate copy of the same 
After seven days if the oiraer has not obtained a licence authorising 
him to possess them, the arms ammunition or miUtary stores shall 
be forwarded to the head garters of the district and kept in the 
malkhana of the Magistrate of\he district or in the Police magazine 
The sheriff or other mmisterm officer to whom they are entrusted 
shall keep a register in which l^o articles so deposited shall be 
described and entered under serial imrabers and fresh tickets shall 
be affixed showing the owner s na^ and the corresponding number 
of the Register \ 

(8) Arms, ammunitioii or mililary'^ores seized under sections 
31, 25 or 26 shall be similarly dealt with \ 

(9) (^) A separate room in every diWict malkhana ^shall, if 

possible be set apart for the deposit of aJ^s, ammunition and 
militry stores Where such a separate loo^ is used it shall be 
kept under double look one key being retailed by the officer of 
the head quarters ^taff responsible for the Supervision of the 
malkhana^ who is referred to in these rules as tae ^azarat Officer 
and the other by th6 District Naztr \. 

(ii) The Na/aiat Officer shall be generally res^nsible for 
the supervision /and disposal of arms ammunition military 
stores deposited in the malkhana He shall compare tl^e arms, 
ammunition ahd military stores in stock m the 7nalkhana\^]i the 
register prescfribad (page 306) once a month, and shall suffimt a 
report of this inspection to the District Magistrate by the lOtn of . 
each month 

39 
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{in) Subjocfc to the control of the Nazarat Officer, the District 
K^ir, and not any of his assistants, shall bo held personally re^-- 
ponsible for the proper receipt, safe custody and disposal of all 
arm\araraunition and military stores. 

(ty\ Particulars' of all arms, ammunition or military .-Stores 
rocoivedXin the malkhana shall at once be entered in a register to 
be kept foVthis purpose, in addition to the ordinary register in Form 
J., in Form. I appended to these rules. On receipt of. any arms, 
ammunition xir military stores, columns 1 to 13 shall forthwith 
be filled up, aira the register shall then be submited to the Nazarat 
Officer who, alter satisfying himself as to the accuracy of the 
entries, shall place his initials in column 14. 

Form I. — Re^slcr showing arms, ammunition and military stores 
Vin the Malkhana at 



(y) Arms, ammunition and military stoics which have been 
deposited in the malkhana and have not beenVorfeited to Govern- 
ment, shall be returned to persons entitled to possess them in cases 


in which the deposit was made by a court, u 
writing by that court, and in other cases under the 
of the Nazarat Officer. The return of all arms, 
military stores under this rule shall take place in 
a gazetted officer, who shall be responsible for se^ng that the 
relevant columns or the register are filled up. 

(vi) ■) 

(vii) > Eaproduced as part of Note (3) to section 24 of the Act, on 

(viii) 3 

When iihe procedure prescribed by this rule has been 
the relevant columns of the register shall be filled up. 
great importance that the number of articles awaiting 
under this rule shall not be allowed to become excessive. 


the orders in 
in writing 
munition and 
e presence of 


Afti 


the destruction of which has bean ordered, should be kept as far 
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as possible separate from the remainder of arms, ammunition and 
military stores in the malkhana, and should be despatched to the 
J^senal or destroyed locally, as the case may be, at least once a 
m^th. A simple register of such articles should be kept in Form II 
appended to these rules 


i^OBMlI — RegtUer of Mms, ammunition and military storei the 
\ destruction of which has been ordered 


1 

\a 

1 ' 

4 ■ 


I ' 

Serial 

No 

1 

Befereni^to the 
serial uumber 

10 the regiuer 
m Form rC 

Description 

of 

article 

Date of 
despatch to 
Arsenal 

Date of 
destruction 

i 

1 Initials of Nazarat 
officer. 


(tx) The regi^er mentioned (on page 306) shall be an annual 
register. At the wginmng of each year a new register shall be 
opened to which all arms, ammunition and military stores lying 
in the mcdkhana shall be brought before the 10th of January. The 
at Officer shall pwsonally be responsible for seeing that all 
arms, ammunition andXmilitary stores not shown as disposed of in 
the previous year’s registW are m the malkhana, and he shall at 
once report if there is Vy deficiency. The District Magistrate 
shall during the month of January, check the entries m the register 
with the arms in the msakhana and, in order to satisfy himself 
that the register has been p^petly prepared, he shall examine a 
sufficient number of entries m the previous year’s register. He 
shall specially arrange for tire disposal of arms liable to sale or to 
destruction if their number is excessive (PaRA. (9) (i) to (ix) above 
has been substituted bu oircuthr letter No 4769 dated the 5ih 
March 1955.1 ‘ \ 

10. When any arms or other Vrticles are confiscated under 
section 24, the conviotftig Magisttete shall immediately upon 
conviction, pay a reward of not less than half the value of the 
confiscated articles to the person, or pfejsons who may have given 
information which led to the detection of the offence, or who may 
have assisted in the arrest of the offenderX^nd seizure of the arms 
or other articles. Such payments will be chargeable to “Law and 
Justice”, and, be drawn by Magistrates in tnmr contingent bills. 

11. Any Magistrate convicting an offender of any offence 
under the Act may, at hia discretion, grant a rbword not exceeding 
the amount of fine imposed, in such proportftms as he may think 
fit, to any person or persons who have oontnbuteil^to the arrest of 
the offender or the seizure of the arms or other articles. 

If ' ' . . ' * n No 15486, 

dated the - _ ‘ 

14. Every Magistrate of a district shall keep up\m Form E 
appended to these rules a register of all licences to m^ufacture, 
Convert keep, or sell, granted by him under the rule IKfpresent 
rule 28] of the rules issued by the Government of India, and shall 
keep up in Form F, (page 305) a register of all licences to keep or soli, 
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shall within 48 hours make a report thereof to the Superintendent 
of Police of the District in which the licensee has his place of 
business, factory or shop and shall in such report state — 

(a) The name, description and residence of the person who takes 
delivery of the articles sold ; (b) the nature and quantity of the articles 
sold; (c) the date of sale and such report shall be signed by the licensee. 

The Inspector General of Police, Punjab, has been asked to 
instruct Superintendents of Police in the province to inform the 
District Magistrate of the District in the United Provinces in which 
the purchaser resides, of all sales of arms and ammunition (such 
as rifles and their ammunition ; pistols, revolvers and their ammu- 
nition ; air-pistols ; walking-stick rifles and sword-sticks), the verifi- 
cations of which will be obligatory. The Government of the United 
Provinces was informed that for purposes of verification of sales in 
those Provinces to residents of the Punjab should be made to the 
Superintendent ol Police of the District, or in the case of residents 
of Native States to the Politcal Agent concerned. 

As regards the North-West Frontier Province the Inspector- 
General of Police, Punjab had been asked to arrange for the supply 
to the Superintendent of Police concerned (in the case of British 
Districts), to the Deputy Commissioner, Hazara, (in the case of Arab 
and Phulera) or to tho Political Agent, Dir, Swat and Chitral (in the 
case of Chitral, Dir and Nawagai), as the case may be, of details 
received regarding sales made to persons residing in the Province. 

20. Sulphur ") Vide Notes (18), (19) 

21. Leaden bird shot and bullets f and (20) to Schedule 

22. Lead. ) II, page 140. 


23. No. 10679, dated 30th March 1921.— A\\ Provincial Darbaris 
whose names are entered in the precedence list of such Darbaris 
maintained by the Government of the Punjab shall be considered to 
be “Great Sardars and Jagirdars” of the Punjab for the purpose of 
Schedule I (6) (d), of the Indian Arms Rules, 

(2) The following gentlemen, most of whom have been so treat- 
ed in actual practice in the past, shall also be considered for their 
respective lifetimes to be in the same category, viz . : 


(1) S. Abdar Rahman Khan, Effendi, of Rawalpindi. 

(2) Captain Stanley Skinner 

(3) Mr. R. H. Skinner 

(4) S. Mit Singh 

(5) S. Bhagwan Singh 

(6) S. Jowala Singh 

(7) K. Asad Ali Khan 

(8) K. Hassan Ali Khan ... 

(9) K. Kazam Ali Khan ... 

(10) S. Khazan Singh 

(11) S. Muhammed Nawaz Khan 

(12) S. Dost Mummad Khan 

(13) M. Muhammad Amir Khan 

(14) S. Bahadur Risaldar Ishar Singh 

(15) S. Jhanda Singh, Chimni 

(16) The Guru of Kartarpur 

(17) S. Mohan Singh 

(18) S. Gurdit Singh 


•" I Hlssar. 

• •• J 

... }■ Karnal. 


J 



Attock. 



Gujranwala. 

Jullundur. 



Rawalpindi. 
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(19) S Jhanda Smgh 

(20) S Fateh Singh 

24 Exemption Jrom payment of fees of certain 
Fide Note (1) to Schedule VII, page 161 


I Lahore 

persons m the Simla district— 


25 Regiitration of arm* by exempted persons Vtde Note (4) to rule 3 page 88 

26 Endorsement on licence* in form XVI Vide Note (6) to rule 33, page 108 

27 Circula) No 33396 dated ISth Oct, 1924 * It appears 

that an impression has been created that if an exemptee fails to 
register the fire-arms m his possession within the period prescribed 
by the Punjab Government notification no 6820 dated the 5th of 
March 1924 {vide Kota (4) on page 88) his exemption is automatically 
cancelled I am to point out that failure on the part of an exemptee to 
comply with the orders contained mthe notification referred to merely 
renders him liable to the cancellation of his exemption, and that no 
exemption should be treated as cancelled until the orders of (Jovern- 
ment have been obtained It is not intended that references should 
be made to Government except in cases in which the failure to 
register amounts to a wilful refusal to comply with the condition 
laid down in proviso (6) to sub-rule 1 of rule 3 of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924 


28. Circular No 35754, dated the 18th November 1924 , — ♦ * * 
* The Government of India stated (in para 6 of lesolution Ho 
F, 829-1-22, dated the 3rd November 1924, {vide page 26), that they 
had decided that entries 111 11 A and 11-B, in Schedule I, of the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1920, should be deleted, and that no exemption 
of the kind permitted by these entries should be continued in the 
new rules At the same time, every person who had enjoyed exemp- 
tion under these entries m the old rules was to be entitled, under 
the rules of 1924, to a life licence in Form XVI free of all fee, in 
respect of any arms then in his possession and hitherto exempt from 
licence Exemptions under entries 11, 11-A, and ll-B, m Schedule 
I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, wore for the first time restricted 
in the Punjab Government notifications Nos 581 dated the 9th of 
January 1922 and No 20656 dated the 15th August 1923 It has 
been brought to the notice of the Governor in Council that the 
Government of India resolution referred to and these notifications 
have been in some districts interpreted as contradictory I am 
accordingly to authorise you in granting licences in accordance 
With the orders in para 6 of the resolution to waive the restrictions 
imposed by the Punjab Government notifications of 1922 and 1923 

29 Circular No 1342 dated the 17th January 1925 — Note (3) to Rule 42, 
page 118 

30 Letter No 4029 dated the 12th February 1925.— * * * i 

am directed to say that the orders contained in my letter No 25754 
dated the 18th November 1924, were not intended to permit an ex- 
tension of the period of six months prescribed by para 6 of the 
resolution of the Government of India No F-829 1-22 dated the 3rd 
November 1924, but to enable Deputy Commissioners to deal with 
doubtful cases still pending before them In the circumstances 
explained in the concluding paragraph of your letter, however, the 
Governor m Council agrees to give Deputy Commissioners discre- 
tion to treat, as having been submitted within time, any applications 
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for life licences in Form XVI which are not so submitted, but for the 
late submission of which a reasonable excuse exists. 

31. Letter No. 4306 dated 16th Fehruarrj 1925.^ — The orders 
contained in letter No, 30238, dated the 2nd April 1924, were not 
intended to limit the exemption enjoyed under the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, by Great Sardars ’and Jagirdars to particular weapons, 
and that replacements within the limit of the exemption enjoyed in. 
each individual case are therefore permissible. No specific orders' 
are necessary with regard to other persons enjoying exemption un- 
der Schedule I to the’ Rules for whom no limit of possession has 
been fixed, but it may be assumed that in their case also the same' 
principle would be followed should occasion arise. 

32. Letter No. 14904, dated the 17th June 1925— [1) A case has 
recently come to the notice of Government in which a burglary at 
the permises of a licensed dealer in arms resulted in the loss of six 
revolvers and a number of knives. In the course of the ensuing 
police investigation it was observed that the premises were not ade- 
quately protected against theft, — (1) In this connection I am to 
invite attention to rule (5) of the rules circulated with letter No. 943, 
dated the 10th July 1907 (page 303) which requires the police to 
carry out quarterly inspections not only of the stock but also of the 
shops'and premises of manufacturers of, and dealers in arms, and 
to request that in future these inspections may be made to include 
an examination of the arrangements for the protection of the pre- 
mises against theft, defects in which should be reported to the 
licencing authority concerned without delay. 

Rules relating to railway lands in certain States in Punjab. ^ 

Foreign and Political Department, Notification No, 348-1, dated 
the 2nd J Lily 1924 : — Whereas the Governor General in Council has 
full and exclusive power and jurisdiction of every kind over the 
lands lying within the States specified in the second column of the 
Schedule hereto annexed which are, or may hereafter be occupied 
by the Railways specified in the first column of the said Schedule 
(including the lands occupied by stations, by outbuildings and for 
other railway purposes), and over all persons and things whatso- 
ever within the said lands : 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign 
Jurisdiction) Orders in Council, 1902, and of all other powers enabl- 
ing him in that behalf, the Governor General in Council is pleased 
to provide as follows for the administration of justice within the 
said lands. 

PART I. — Criminal Jurisdiction. 

For the purposes of Criminal Jurisdiction, except, in proceedings ^ 
against European British subjects, the following arrangemeilts 
shall be made, namely: — 

Within the lands occupied by the Railways as aforesaid, the 
officers and Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in 
the third, fourth and fifth columns of the schedule shall ' exercise 
respectively — 
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(a) tho powers of District Magistrate including all powers 
conferable on a District Magistrate. 

(b) the powers of a Court of Session, and 

(c) the power of a High Court. 

as described in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, as for the time 
being in force in the said lands. 

For the purpose of Civil Jurisdiction the following arrangements 
shall be made, namely : — 

Within the lands occupied by the railways, as aforesaid, the 
officers and tho Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in the 
sixth and seventh columns of the Schedule shall exercise, respec. 
tively, for all purposes connected with the administration of civil 
justice ; — 

(а) the powers of a District Court, and 

(б) the powers of the High Court, 

as described in the Punjab Courts Act, 1918, as for the time being 
in force. 

11. Tho notification of the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department, Ko. 516 L B. dated the 17th March 1913, so far as it 
relates to the Railway lands in the Baghat and Keontbal States is 
hereby cancelled. 

Provided that all civil 'and criminal proceedings pending at the 
date of this notification shall be carried on as if this notification had 
not been issued. 

. Schedule. 


1 

2 

1 ’ 1 

4 

i " 

1 ^ 

1 ’ 


1 


1 CaiMIKil. JURISniOTIOlT. 

Civil Juais* 

1 DIOTIOB, 

Railwax. 

j 

1 

State. 

j 

1 

District 1 
Magistrate 
with powers 
coaferable 
under section i 
30 of the Code 
of Criminal 
Procedure 
1898. 

1 

1 

Court of 
Session. 

High 

Court. 

District 

Court. 

High 

Court. 

North-Westera 

Railway 

SystecQ. 

K&lka.’ 

Simla 

Rail' 

way. 

! 

Bagbat i 
Keen- i 
tfaal. 1 

The Assistaat 
Suporioteri' 
dent of the 
Slml3«Hill 
States. 

Tb© 

Superin- 
teodeot 
of the 
Simla* 
Hill 
States. 

The High 
Court of 
Judica* 
i ture at 
Lahore. 

1 The 

1 Superin* 

1 tondeot 
of the 
Simla* 
Hill 
States. 

The High 
Court of 
Judica* 
ture at 
Lahore. 


2, ' Foreign and Political Department, Notification No 344’I., 
dated the Snd July 1924 Whereas the Goyernor*GeneraI-in-Couu- 
cil has full and exclusive power and jurisdiction of every kind 
over the Railway Lands specified in notification No 343^, dated 
.the 2nd July 1924, and over all persons and things whatsoever 
within the said lands : — , , t j- r™ . 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian fForeign 
Jurisdiction) Order in Council, 1902. and of all other powers enabling 
40 
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him in that behalf, the Governor-General-in-Council is plea'^ed to 
apply to the said lands (hereinafter styled (“the Railway Lands”) 
the enactments specified in the schedule hereto annexed in so far 
as the same may be applicable thereto and subject to any amend- 
ments to which the enactments are for the time being subject in 
Jbritish India. 


Provided, first, that in the enactments as so applied references 
to a Local Government shall be read as referring to the Governor 
of the Punjab in Oouncil, references to a High Court as referring 
to the High Court of judicature at Lahore, and except where .the 
context or the modifications hereinafter referred to otherwise 
require, references to British India or to a province or the territories 
subject to a Local Government as referring to the Railway Lands. 

Provided, secondly, that the further modifications and restric- 
tions set forth in the said Schedule shall be made in the said 
enactments as so applied. 

Provided, thirdly, that for the purposes of facilitating the 
application of the said enactments any Court in the Railway Lands 
may construe the provisions thereof, and any notifications, orders, 
rules, forms or bye-laws thereunder, with such alterations, not 
aifecting the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt 
them to the matter before the Court. 


Provided, fourthly, that subject to the provisions of this noti- 
fication the Governor of the Punjab in Council may direct by what 
officer any authority or power under the said enactments shall 
be exercisable. 

II. The notification of the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department, Ho. 517-1. B., dated the 17th March 1913, in its 
application to the Railway Lands in the Baghat and Keonthal 
States, is hereby cancelled. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending^ at 
the date of this notification shall be carried on as if this notification 
had not been issued but that, save as aforesaid, all proceedings 
commenced, officers appointed or authorised, jurisdictions or powers 
conferred or confirmed, notifications published, rules made, ordep 
passed, and things done under any of the enactments specified in 
the notification hereby superseded in the Railway Lands, shall, so 
far as may be, be" deemed to have been respectively, commenced, 
appointed, or authorised conferred or confirmed, published, 
passed and done under the corresponding enactments specified 
in this notification. 

SCHEDULE. 


Enactments applied 
* * 

The. Indian Arms 


Act, 1878, (XI of 
1878). 


Further modifications and restrictions. 
***■*■* 

After section 33 the following section shall 
be inserted. 


U. Notwithstanding anything contamed in Aug 
Governor-General-in-Council may, by notification , 
^.tte of India, apply to the railway lands any 
Indian Arms Act,- 1878, for the time 
sh India, subject to any amendments to which such ruW9 
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are for tho ticne being subject in British India, and ^ith such 
, - specified in the noti- 

hall have eCfeot in tho 

• . t. 

******** 

3. Foreign and Political Department notification No. 845-1^ 
dated the 2nd July 1924 —Whereas tho Governor-doneral-in- 
Council has full and exclusive power and jurisdiction of every kind 
over the lands lying within tho States specified in the second column 
of the Schedule hereto annexed which are, or may hereafter bo, 
occupied by tho Railways specified in the first column of the said 
Schedule (including tho lands occupied by stations, by outbuildings 
and for other railway purposes), and over all persons and things 
whatsoever within the said lands 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign 
Jurisdiction) Order in Council, 1902, and of all other powers enabling 
him in that behalf, tho Governor General m Council is pleased to 
provide as follows for the administration of justice within tho 
said lands. 

PART L— Criminal Jurisdiction. 

For the purposes of Criminal Jurisdiction, except in proceedings 
against European British subjects and persons jointly charged 
with European British subjects, the following arrangements shall 
be made, namely . — 

Withm the lands occupied by the Railways as aforesaid, tho 
officers and the Court mentioned m the corresponding entries in 
the third, fourth and fifth columns of the Schedule shall exorcise, 
respectively — 

(а) the powers of District Magistrate including all powers 
conferable on a District Magistrate 

(б) the powers of a Court of Session, and 

(c) the powers of a High Court, 

as described in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1923, as for tho time 
being in force in the said lands. 

PART II. — Civil Jurisdiction. 

For tho purposes of Civil Jurisdiction the following arrange- 
ments shall be made, namely — 

Within the lands occupied by the Railways, as aforesaid, the 
officers and the Court mentioned m the corresponding entries m 
the sixth and seventh columns of the Schedule shall exercise, 
respectively, for all purposes connected with the administration of 
Civil Justice — 

(а) the powers of a District Court, and 

(б) the powers of the High Court, 

as described in the Punjab Courts Act, 1918, as for the time being 
in force. 

II. The notification of the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department. No. 516-1, B, dated the 17th March 1913, in so far as 
it has not already been cancelled, is cancelled hereby 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the 
date of this notification shall be carried on as if this notification 
bad not been issued. 
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him in that behalf, the Governor-General-in-Council is pleased to 
apply to the said lands (hereinafter styled (“the Railway Lands”) 
the enactments specified in the schedule hereto annexed in so far 
as the same may be applicable thereto and subject to any amend- 
ments to which the enactments are for the time being subject in 
British India. 

Provided, first, that in the enactments as so applied references 
to a Local Government shall be read as referring to the Governor 
of the Punjab in Oouncil, references to a High Court as referring 
'to the High Court of judicature at Lahore, and except where the 
context or the modifications hereinafter referred to otherwise 
require, references to British India or to a province or the territories 
subject to a Local Government as referring to the Railway Lands. 

Provided, secondly, that the further modifications and restric- 
tions set forth in the said Schedule shall be made in the said 
enactments as so applied. 

Provided, thirdly, that for the purposes of facilitating the 
application of the said enactments any Court in the Railway Lands 
may construe the provisions thereof, and any notifications, orders, 
rules, forms or bye-laws thereunder, with such alterations, not 
affecting the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt 
them to the matter before the Court. 


Provided, fourthly, that subject to the provisions of this noti- 
fication the Governor of the Punjab in Council may direct by what 
officer any authority or power under the said enactments shall 
be exercisable. 

II. The notification of the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department, No. 517-1. B., dated the 17th March 1913, in its 
application to the Railway Lands in the Baghat and Keonthal 
States, is hereby cancelled. 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at 
the date of this notification shall be carried on as if this notification 
had not been issued but that, save as aforesaid, all proceedings 
commenced, officers appointed or authorised, jurisdictions or powers 
conferred or confirmed, notifications published, rules made, orders 
passed, and things done under any of the enactments specified in 
the notification hereby superseded in the Railway Lands, shall, so 
far as may be, be deemed to have been respectively, commenced, 
appointed, or authorised conferred or confirmed, published, made, 
passed and done under the corresponding enactments specified 
in this notification. 

SCHEDULE. 


Enactments applied 
* * 


The Indian Arms 
Act, lb78, (XI of 
1878). 


Further modifications and restrictions, 

* * -it * ' 

After section 33 the following section shall 
be inserted. 


34. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, 
the Governor-General-in-Council may, by notification in the 
Gazette of India, apply to the railway lands any rules under 
the Indian Arms Act, 1878, for the time being in force in 
British India, subject to any amendments to which such rules 
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ate Cot the time being suhioot iti Eiitish India, and with such 
modifications or rcatcictions as may be specified in the Dotl> 
ficatioQ, and any rules so applied shall have effect m the 
railway lands as if made under this Act 


3. Foreign and Political Depaitment notification No 
dated the and July 1924 — Whereas the Governor-n-eneral-in- 
Council has full and exclusive power and jurisdiction of every kind 
over the lands lying within the States specified in the second column 
of the Schedule hereto annexed which are, or may hereafter be, 
occupied by the Hallways specified in the first column of the said 
Schedule (including the lands occupied by stations, by outbuildings 
and for other railway purposes), and over all persons and things 
whatsoever within the said lands 

In exerciee of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign 
Jurisdiction) Order in Council, 1902, and of all other powers enabling 
him in that behalf, the Governor General in Council is pleased to 
provide as follows for the administration of justice within the 
said lands. 

PART I.— Criminal Jurisdiction 
For the purposes of Criminal Jurisdiction, except in proceedings 
against European British subjects and persons jointly charged 
with European British subjects, the following arrangements shall 
be made, namely : — 

Withm the lands occupied by the Railways as aforesaid, the 
officers and the Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in 
the third, fourth and fifth columns of the Schedule shall exercise, 
respectively — 

(a) the powers of District Magistrate including all powers 
conferable on a District Magistrate. 

(&) the powers of a Court of Session, and 
(c) the powers of a High Court, 

as described m the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1923, as for the time 
being m force in the said lands. 

PART II. — Civil Jurisdiction. 

For the purposes of Civil Jurisdiction the following arrange- 
ments shall be made, namely — 

Within the lands occupied by the Railways, as aforesaid, the 
officers and the Court mentioned in the corresponding entries in 
the sixth and seventh columns of the Schedule shall exercise, 
respectively, for all purposes connected with the administration of 
Civil Justice — 

(а) the powers of a District Court, and 

(б) the powers of the High Court, 

as described in the Punjab Courts Act, 1918, as for the time being 
in force 

II. The notification of the Government of India m the Foreign 
Department, No. 516-1 , B , dated the 17th March 1913, in so far as 
it has not already been cancelled, is cancelled hereby 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the 
date of this notification shall be earned on as if this notification 
had not been issued. 
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SCHEDULE. 



District jragis- 
trato witu 
powers confer- 
able under 
section 30 of 
the Codo of 
Criminal Proce- 
dure, 1833. 


Bombay, 
Baroda 
Central 
India By. 
System. 


Jodhpur- 
Rlkaner ' 
Railway 
System. 


"Western . 

Railway 

System. 


E. I. Ry. 
System 


Rajputana 

3Inlwa 

Railway. 


Nabba, The Dy. Com- 
Patiala. missioner, 
Gurgaon. 


JHewavi 
Phulora Chord, 


2. Jodhpur- 
Bikaner 
Railway. 

Bhatinda 

Bikaner 

frontier. 


3. Kalka-Simla 
Railway. 


•1. Ludhiana 
Dhuri- 
Jakhal Ry, 
Ludhiann- 
Jlaler-Kotla 
Frontier 
mar Laccbc- 
Bnddi, 
Maler-Kotla 
Frontier 
Jakhal. 

0, Rajpuinna 
ulmtinda 
Railway. 
Rajpura- 
Dhnri. 

Dhuri- 

Bhatinda. 

8. Southern 
Punjab Ry 

MaimLine 


Patiala. The Dy, Com- 
' m i R .s I o n e r 

Ferozepur. 


Patiala. 


The Assistant 
Siipdc. of the 
S i in I a-H i 1 1 
States, 


Gaddarbaha- Patiala. 
Budhlada, 

Budhlada- Patiala 
Jind frontier 
near Tlchana. 

Jind frontier Jjnd. 
near ITchana 
Karainthi, 

Narwana- Patiala. 
Kaithal Br, 


CniMiNAi, JuiusDicrios. 


Court of Session. 


The Agent to the Governor- 
General. Punjab States, and 
such person holding the 
olUco of 1st Assistant to the 
said Agent to the Governor- 
General as the local Govern- 
ment of tho Punjab, with the 
concurrence of tho High 
Court of Judicature at 
Lahore, may appoint bu 
name in this behalf, and in 
tho areas in which in persu- 
anco of this notification tho 
Deputy Commissioner of a 
District eicrcises tlie powers 
of a District Jfugistrate, the 
District Judge of that 
District. 

Tho Superintendent' of tho 
Simla-Hill States. 


Maler 

kotla. The Deputy 
Commissioner 
Ludhiana 

Patiala. 

Nabha, 

The Deputy 
Commissioner, 
Ambala. 

Patiala, The Dy. Comr 
Nabba, Ludhiana. 
Patiala, 

Nabha. 


Tho same as tho first entry 
in this column with the 
omission of the words "by 
name ” 


The Dy. Coinr. 
Ferozepur, 
The Deputy 
Commissioner, 
Bohtak. 


The Dy, Comr, 
Karnal. J 


7. Jullundur 
Doab Ry. 


Kapur- 

thala. 


The Dy. Com- The Commissioner, Jullunder 
missioner, Division. 

Jullundar. ) 


8, Phagwara- Kapur- ) Jullundar. 

Rahon Ry. thala. t 

9, Jind- _ Jind. The Deputy ^ ^ 

PanipatRy. Commis-sioner The same as the nist (top) 

■ir„rnal entry in this column with 

the omission of the words 
"by name.” 


Civil, JumsDic- 

XION. 


District Court, 


The same as 
in column 4. 


The Superin- 
tendent of the 
Simla-Hill 
States; 


The same as 
in the first 
entry in 
column 4, 
with the 
omission of 
the words 
'by name.’ 


The Comr., 
Jullundur 
Division. 


The same as 
the first (top) 
entry in 
column 4 
with the 
omission of , 
the words ' 
“by name." 
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4 Foreign and Pobiicol Depaitment notification jVb SiS-I 
dated the 2nd July 1924 — Whereas the Governor General in Council 
has full and exclusive power and jurisdiction of every kind over 
the Railway Lands specified m notification No 345 I, dated the 
2nd July 1924, and over all persons and things whatsoever within 
the said lands 

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign 
Jurisdiction) Order in Council 1902 and of all other powers enabling 
him in that behalf the Governor General in Council is pleased to 
apply to the said lands (hereinaftor styled ‘the Railway Lands') 
the enactments specified in tho Schedule hereto annexed, in so far 
as the same may be applicable thereto and subject to any amend- 
ments to which the enactments are for the time being subject in 
British India 

Provided, first, that in the enactments as so applied references 
to a local Government shall be read as referring to the Agent to 
the Governor-General, Punjab States, references to a High Court 
as referring to the High Court of Judicature at Lahore , and except 
where the context or the modifications hereinafter referred to 
otherwise require, references to British India or to a province or 
the territories subject to a local Government as referring to the 
Railway Lands 

Provided, secondly, that the further modifications and restrictions 
set forth in the said Schedule shall be made in the said enactments 
as so applied 

Provided, thirdly, that for the purpose of facilitating the appli 
cation of the said enactments any Court m the Railway lands may 
construe the provisions thereof, and any notifications, orders, rules, 
forms or byelaws thereunder, with such alterations, not affecting 
the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt them to 
the matter before the Courts 

Provided, fourthly, that subject to the provisions of this noti- 
fication, the Agent to tho Governor General may direct by what 
officer any authority or power under tho said enactments shall be 
exercisable 

II The notification of the Government of India m the Foreign 
Department No 517 I dated the 17th March 1913, so far as it has 
not already been cancelled, is cancelled hereby 

Provided that all civil and criminal proceedings pending at the 
date of this notification shall be carried on as if the notification 
had not been issued but that save as aforesaid, all proceedings 
commenced officers appointed or authorised, jurisdiction or powers 
conferred or confirmed, notifications published, rules made, orders 
passed and things done under any of the enactments specified in 
the notification hereby superseded m the Railway Lands, shall so 
far as may be, be deemed to have been, respectively commenced, 
appointed or authorized, conferred or confirmed, published, made, 
passed and done under the corresponding enactments specified m 
the notification 
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SCHEDULE. 


Enactments applied. 
* * 


Further modifications and restrictions, 

^ ^ 'k •ft 


The Indian Arms After section 33 the following section shall 
Act, 1878, (XI of be inserted. 

1878). 

34. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, 
the Governor Gonoral in Council may, by notihcation in the 
Gazette of India, apply to the railway lands any rules under 
tho Indian Arras Act, 1878, for the time being in force in 
British India, subject to any amendments to which such 
rules are for the time being subject in British India and with 
such modifications or restrictions, as may be specified in the 
notification, and any rules so applied shall have effect in the 
railway lauds as if made under this Act. 


5. Foreign and Political Dept. Notn. No. 5S-L, dated the 27th 
Jan. 1925. In exercise of the powers conferred by section 34 of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878) as applied to the Railway lands 
specified in the notification in the For. and Poll. Dept. Ho. 345-1 
dated the 2nd July 1924, the Governor-General in Council is pleased 
to apply the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, to the said lands subject 
to any amendment to which the said rules may be subject in 
British India, and subject also to the modifications specified in the 
first proviso to the notification in the For. and Poll- Dept. No. 346-1, 
dated the 2nd July 1924, and to such further modifications, not 
affecting the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt 
the said rules to the said lands. The notification of the Govt, of 
India in the For. Dept. No. 85i-D. dated the 28th March 1913, so 
far as it has not already been cancelled is hereby cancelled. 


Local rules and Orders.— [Delhi], 

I. Notn. No. 690, dated the 1st Feb. 1916, as amended by Notn. 
No. 1973 dated the 25th March 1915. — Under section 17 (c) of the 

Indian Arms Act, XI of 1878, the Chief Commissioner of Delhi has 
made the following additions to the rules published with the Punjab 
Govt. Notn. No. 943, dated the 10th July 1907, (Page 303 ante.) 

To Rule IX add : — 

Note I. Every second page of register forms B and D is perforated for 
extraction. 

The pages of these registers are numbered series of two consecutive pages bearing 
the same number, the second of which is perforated for extraction. 

When a sale is completed it is entered on the first page of the series, a simul- 
taneous entry on the second page being secured by means of carbon paper. When a 
page has been completed the perforated duplicate should be torn out and forwarded 
to the Superintendent of Police. 

II. On receipt of a record of sale prepared in accordance with note I the 
Superintendent of Police should verify by personal investigation or by inquiry from 
Superintendent of Police or Political Agent within whose charge the purchaser 
resides, whether the weapon is in the possession of the purchaser, and whether he is 
lawfully entitled to possess it. 

III. The purchase of arms by residents of Native States should be reported to 

the Personal Assistant to the Chief Commissioner of Delhi by letter on the day on 
which the purchase is made. The letter should state the name and residence of tho 
purchaser and the name of the Native State in which he resides. ^ 



Looai Bbi.es and Obdbbs [Bihar and Orissa] 319 

2. Lettei No. W7S, dated the SOth Feb 1924,-^Tho Chief 
Commissioner IS pleased to lay down the following standard for the 
reasonable amount of ammunition which may be possessed by 
persons licensed to possess firearms m the Delhi Province 

(1) In the casd ot abet guoa ot boie oc iaigat sldas-* Ko limit 

(2) In the case of revolvers 100 rounds. 

(3) In the case of rifles 200 rounds per rifle. 

(2) Any person who can prove that he needs more than 100 
rounds for a revolver or 200 rounds for a rifle may bo given a licence 
for a larger number at the discretion of the District Magistrate 

(3) At the time, of the purchase of revolver and rifle ammuni- 
tion the licence should invariably be produced. 

3 Leaden buUots bird shot and sulphur Koto (25) to Scbedulo II, pago ISO 

4. BegUtratioa of arms by exempted persons — Ftde Kota (8) on page 88. 


Bihak akd Orissa Rules and Orders 

1 Rules under section 16 of the Act, Vtde page 59. 

2. Form prescribed under the above Rule — Vids page 59 

3 Letter No. 428— 32-P , dated the 15th July 1920 —With refe- 
rence to the correspondence resting with your letfer No. ♦ * * 
dated the * * * December 1916, I am directed to say that the 
Local Government have considered the following questions . — 

U) The reasonable quantities to be prescribed as the limits 
on the possession of arms by persons of approved character and 
status as defined in paragraph 4, sub-clauses (4) and (6) of the Re- 
solution of the Home Department No 2125 C, dated the 21st March 
1919, (page 1), 

whether different limits should be prescribed for different 
classes included within that description 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council has decided that one 
rifle and one shot gun is a reasonable quantity for all applicants. 
The maximum quantity of ammunition to be possessed by the 
licensee at one time will be 1,000 for shot gun and 100 cartridges 
for ball. He does not consider that different limits should be pres- 
cribed for different classes included in the category of persona of 
approved character and status, but the grant of licences in excess 
of this limit should be left to the discretion of the District Magis- 
trate. The District Oflicera may be informed that they are expected 
to use their discretion in each case so that the number of arms or 
quantity of ammunition for which a licence is given to any applicant 
may not be clearly in excess of what is reasonable in view of his cir- 
cumstances and position in life The Local Government think that 
before licences for more than two rifles or four shot guns are granted 
by the District Officer the matter should be specially repotted to the 
Commissioner so that he may be m a position to check any indiscreet 
use of hia powers by a District Officer. 

(3) As regards revolvers and pistols the attention of all District 
Officers should be specially mvited to paragraph 4 (7) the Home 
Department Resolution mentioned above. It should be clearly 
understood that licences for revolvers and pistols are not to be issued 
to all applicants who are of approved character and status but only 
to thQse who can show circumstances of real necessity. District 
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Officers should not hesitate to refuse applications for such licences 
when they consider that the necessity for the possession of such 
weapons has not been established. 

4 Notn. No. 4000>P. dated the 20th July mi.—TJndQv the pro- 
viso in column 3 of item 1 of Schedule II, the prohibitions and direc- 
tions contained in sections of the Indian iirms Act, 1878, are im- 
posed in respect of swords, swords-sticks and daggers in all districts 
in the province and it is declared that no person in any district 
within the province shall manufacture, convert or sell or keep, offer or 
expose for sale the said weapons, except under a licence and in the 
manner and to the extent permitted thereby. Provided that this 
notification shall not prevent any person from selling any sword, 
sword-stick or dagger which he lawfully possesses for his own pri- 
vate use to any person who is not by any enactment for the time 
being in force prohibited from possessing the same, 

5 Cir. No. 4236 — 40-P., dated the 27tli July 1921, (1) I am directed 
to refer to the correspondence resting with your letter Ho. * * * dated 
the * * * on the subject of the registration of rifles, revolvers and 
pistols in the possession of persons exempted under Schedule I of 
Indian Arras Rules, 1920. 

(2) The Local Government have decided that such persons 
should be required to register annually all rifles, revolvers and 
pistols in respect of which they are exempted. A copy of an order 
giving effect to this decision is enclosed. A copy of the order should 
be sent by the District Magistrate to each exempted person in his 
district. At the same time he should explain to them the reasons 
why Government consider registration to be essential. These reasons 
are that in the event of a revival of anarchical conspiracies it would 
be necessary to know where arms are which would be useful to dis- 
affected persons and would be in danger of being seized by them. 
Further it will be easier to trace the history of any stolen arms 
which may be found with revolutionaries, and in the case of a 
serious outbreak the authorities will be in a position to know what 
resources they have in the way of effective firearms in possession 
of persons of undoubted loyalty. 

6 Order dated the 27th July 1921 — Under proviso (6) of sub- 
section (1) of rule 3 of the Indian Arms Rules, every person exempt- 
ed under the provisions of Schedule I of the said rules shall regis- 
ter in the manner described below all rifles, revolvers and pistols 
in respect of which he is exempted from the operation of any pro- 
vision of the Indian Arms Act. Every such person shall, between 
the 1st of November and the 31st of December in each year, submit 
to the District Magistrate of the district in which he is ordinarily 
resident a return in the annexed Form containing particular of ail 
such rifles, revolvers and pistols. 



Description of weapon. 





Name, address 
and profession 
of owner. Titles 
if any. 

A. Rifle-Repeater, 
Magazine. Single or 
doable barrel. B. Revol- 
ver, No. of Chambers. 
0. Pistol, Automatic, 
or single shot. 

Boro of 
weapon. 

Maker’s 

name. 

Number of 
weapon. 

Year of 
model or 
make if 
avaliable, 

/ j 
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7 Included as Note to Bulo 2, pago 87 ante 

8 Ctr No 22SS-S8 P , dated the 29th March 1924 para 7 — I am 
also to invito your attention to tho addition made to condition 11 
in licence Form XVI, in accordanco with proviso (c) to rule 42 (3) 
of the new rules, under which a licensee may in case of any change 
of his residence get the licence renewed by the nearest licensing 
authority, if renewal becomes necessary In case of such renewals 
the renewing authority is required* under the rule, to report to the 
authority who granted the licence the fact of renewal and the period 
of its validity No provision has liowover, been made m the rules 
for keeping the renewing authority informed of any subsequent 
changes of address, m the event of tho licence holder removing to 
another place, after renewal Ihc Governor in Council desires 
that there should be such an additional chock so that the register 
of arms possessed within tho jurisdiction of a licensing authority 
may bo maintained as accurately as possible I am accordingly to 
request that the gi anting authority should also bo instructed to 
report any information secured as to change of residence to all 
subsequent renewing authorities, of whoso existence the former 
will necessarily be aware 

9 Cu No 2518 23 P , dated the Olh Apnl 1924 —I am directed 
to refer to Mr Shearer’s letter No, 4216 —40 F dated tho 27ch July 
1921, regarding the re£istration of rifles revolvers and pistols 
in the possession of exempted persons, and to say that the Governor 
in Council has now been pleased to decide that such registration 
should m future be extended to all firearms in the possession of 
persons exempted under Schedule I to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 
His Excellency in Council consider that it would suffice if every 
exemptee were required to furnish the District Magistrate with m> 
formation as to all the fiiearms m his possession 

(2) I am to say that in order to make the system effective it 
will be necessary for tho District Magistrate to send the Form 
piescTjhed in the letter under reference by the 1st of November 
each year to each exempted person m their districts requiring him 
to return it duly filled up before the 31st December Et will pro 
bably save trouble, if the first return were submitted by exemptees 
in duplicate and one copy wore sent out by District Magistrates to 
them merely for correction m subsequent years 

10 Cir No 2512-12 P dated the 9th Aprd 1924 — In continua- 
tion of paragraph 6 of my Circular No 2283 — 88 P dated the 29th 
March 1924, regarding tho admimstiation of the Indian Arms Act, 
1878, and in supersession of tho orders contained in Mr Shearer’s 
letter No 1454 — 58 P R dated the 13th September 1921, so far as 
they 1 elate to the limitation of the quantity of ammunition to be 
possessed by licensees, I am directed to say that the Governor in 
Council has now been pleased to decide that no limit of ammunition 
should be fixed in the case of shot guns or 22 bore or target rifles, 
but that in the case of revolvers a limit of 100 rounds and in the 
case of rifles a limit of 200 rounds per weapon should be ordinarily 
fixed. His Excellency in Council loaves it to the discretion of 
licensing officers to exceed those maxima in exceptional cases when 
the applicant can prove to the satisfaction of the licensing officer 
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fchafc ho actually needs a larger number. I am to request that the 
orders may be communicated to all licensing authorities. 

11. Letter No. OO—Od-P. T., dated the 20th April 1925.— lam 
1 refer to the Hon’ble Mr. Hammond’s letter No. 3518 — 

/-3-P., dated the 9th April 1924, and to say that the local Govern- 
ment have decided that persons who hold life certificates of exemp- 
tion should be required to furnish the District Magistrate with 
information regarding the firearms in their possession in the same 
way as other exemtees. 

12. Letter No 3022-12 P. dated the 20th April 1925. I am directed 
to say that it has been brought to the notice of the local Government 
that licenses granted in Forins XIII, XVI, XVIII and XIX covering 
rifles and pistols frequently do not contain a sufficient description 
of the \yeapon for which the license is granted. In particular it 
is essential that when a Magistrate grants a license for a single 
barrel rifle or pistol, he should make it plain on the license whether 
the weapon is a repeating or automatic rifle or an automatic pistol. 
The omission of such details involves unnecessary correspondence. 
I am accordingly to request that you will have the description of 
the weapon clearly specified in the appropriate column of all 
licences issued by you in future, 

13. Letter No. 323 1-P, R. dated the 25th September 1925 — 
I am directed to say that in modification of the orders contained in 
para. 7 of letter No. 2283 — 88-P., dated the 29th March 1921, the 
Governor in Council has decided that when the holder of a licence 
in Form XVI of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, changes his address 
permanently he should, after the expiry of the existing licence be 
granted a fresh licence in the new district where he resides and 
should not continue to be borne in the register of licensees of the . 
district he has left. The Magistrate of the district in which the 
fresh licence is granted will then be in the position of the granting 
authority for the purpose of checking renewals. The licensee will, 
however, pay the renewal fee only on his fresh licence. A counter- 
foil register should be maintained in the annexed Forrn* by each 
licensing authority and when such a licence is granted intimation 
should be given to the office of the original issue for cancellation 
of the counterfoil maintained in that office. If any doubt arises 
as to the permanent change of residence the criterion shall be that 
when a licensee presents his licence for renewal for a second ti^?® 
in a district other than that in which it was granted he shall be 
held to have taken up permanent residence in that district. 


. Counterfoil. *Form No. XVI. (Rule 33), 

• Serial No Licence for the possession of arms and ammunition and for going 

sport 

armed for the purpose of protection. 

display 

Serial number of licence. 

Name, description and residence of Licensee and agent, (if any). 

^Description — 

Arms or ammunition that licensee is entitled to possess. ^Qy^ntity 
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Ketamers (if any) colored by the Iicenco 


I Name of retainer — 

Name of retainer's father— 

Address of retainer — 

I Arms or ammunition that rDescrtpiion— 
I retainer is entitled to ^ 

[ possess (Quantity— 


Dlstrlet or place within which the llconco Is Tahd 


Date on which tho licence expires 


Tbo 19 


(Signature) 

Magistrate of the ^—District 


Form /or tho renewal of the licence 


Date and 

Date on which 

Signature of 

Dato and 
year of 
renewal 

Dato on which 

Signature of 

year 

the renewed 

the Magte of 

tho renewed 

Kagte of 

of 

licence 1 

tho 

licence 

the 

renewal ' 

expires j 

District 

expires j 

District 


14 Letfei No 3162 GV-P R dated 7th October i926-—l am 
directed to refer* ♦ * * and to communicate the following 

instructions with reference to conditions 2 and 7 in licence 


Forms IX and XII of the Indian Arms Rules 1924 
(0 Each licensee shall maintam a 
military stores m Form A (ii) Each 
return of all sales to the District Magist 
licensee shall report to the District 1 

Form 0 on the day of sate, all lales • i i 

) 1 1 In nri-nvQ rif of putol and revoK • 


1 

or ammunition 
dealer resides 
0 the District 

" . 

shall also keep 

r - 

gisirais kls 

district throi 

turn of all sales 

prescribed un 

f all arms and 

ammunition 

nature specified 

in condition \i w HUdnii^ 

an immediate report must be made aa prescribed m that condition ) 

n that condition 


(2) The Supt of Police will verify all sales reported under item 
(ill) above, and will note the verification done on each sale report 
before forwarding it to the District Magistrate. It is unnecessary 
to verify other sales, or the monthly returns (which are to be for- 
warded to the District Magistrate), — (3) The monthly returns should 
be totalled up for each licensee at the end of the year and the totals 
entered in a district statement The actual monthly returns should 
be preserved for two years only — (4) The forma will be standardized, 
after which printed copies may be obtained, on indent, from the 
Dy Supt Govt Printing, in charge of the Press and Forms Depart- 
ment at Gaya, in ordinary course They should be supplied to all 
licensees free of cost 
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Schedule ni. Executive Fotm No. 175. — A. — SaloJRegister. 
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Schedule IH, Executive Form No. 176 — B, 

Return of the otock and oalci of arms, ammunition and military stores 
Month Year. . . 


DESCUIFTIO.'^ OF 

Arms, ammu.sittoh 
AND .Military 

STORES. 

S. B. = SingIc-Dar- 
rellcd. , 

D. B. = Double -Bar- 
rel led. 

B. L.=Brcech-Load- 
ing. 

B. L. = Broecli-Load- 
ing. 

and quantity 
:1: at the end 
oils month. 

p P 

j ^ o 
IB k? = 

1 3*11 2 

Number a. sc 

QUANTITY 
PUROlIASod 
IN I.NDIA 
DVRim TUE 
.MONTH. 

and quantity 
etured locally, 
the month. 

CO 

ca 

5 ^ 

S *o 

3 a 

Number ANi 
quantity 

SOLD— 

) 

’*» 

O 

E-i 

and quantity 
d at the close 
: the year 
. 7— Col. 10). 

M <3 £1 

I.S 5 B 

= s';; 

Number 
on impc 
during i 

« » 

‘C T3 'J'4 

« a cj 

eil 

iSg^ 

'From 

dealers. 

1 Number 

1 raamifa 
I during 1 

o 

tH 

.A^.a 

ft.2 g 
=2 

tri ss >■ 
> 

in 

O cJ 

o 

'O 


M g O '3 

CJ 5i “ q 

O 

S a 

3 ." 

!zi 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

B 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 

{a) Firo-arnis : — 
Rifles : — 

.(i) S. B. 

(ii) D, B. 

(6) Guns: — 

(i) S. B. M. L. ... 
Ill) D. B. AI. L. ... 

(iii) S. B. M. L. ... 

(iv) D. B. M. L. ... 
(c) Combined Rifle 

and shot gun ... 

(d) Revolvers 

(e) Pistols 

(/) Other arms : — 
Swords 

Daggers 
Sword-sticka ... 


1 

1 

i 


' 

I 

i 
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(g) Ammunition 
Loaded Bifle cait- 
ridgos 

Loaded cartridges 
for guns 

Loaded cartridges 
for rerolvcrs and 
pistols 

Empty cartridge 
cases 

Gunpowder • 

Percussion caps 

(h\ Military stores.— I 

Sulphur I 

Leaden Bullets I 

Leaden Bird shot { 


Dale Signed Licensee 


To 

The District Magistrate of 

( Through the Superintendent of Police i 


SCaEDULE III 

EVom 


Executive FORM NO 177.— C.— ANNEXURE n. 

Patna, 


192 . 


To 

Tbo District Magistrate- ■ - — '{Tbrougb the Superintendent of Police ) 
Sir, 

We sold on the- — — — to (name and father’s name) 

(residence) — — — bolder of licence No ———granted by the District 

Magistrate — ——tbo following — 

ammunition 

(i) Arms 

Kind of arm 

Description (including bore) 


(ii) Ammunition 

Number 

Cartridges (loaded) 

„ (unloaded)— 


Bore, (Mention whether rifle, revolver, 
pistol or shot gun) 

Vours faithfully. 

Signature of dealer 


No. 

Offloe of the Superintendent of Police 

Forwarded to the Supt of Police —for favour of veriflcatiou and return 

% It 13 requested that this reference bo forwarded to tho authorities concerned 
if the purchaser has left the jurisdiction. 

- — Signature 

Supt of Police. 
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North-West Frontier Province-Local Rules and Orders. 


dated the 19th March 

19^Q. rhe Governmenfc of India has requested the Chief Commis- 
sioner to issue orders that licences for pistols and revolvers should 
be given only in cases of real necessity and to persons of approved 
character. You are requested to act accordingly. 


ni.- dated the 21st Jnhj 1920.— [\) The 

Chief Commissioner has issued the following instructions for 
guidance on the question of the licensing of privately owned rifles. 

C^) Under the most recent orders of the Government of India 
embodied m Notification No. 1296 of 9th July 1920. it would appear 
that District Magistrates are now legally empowered to issue 
licenses for rifles without reference to higher authority. The Chief 
Commissioner however considers it important that there should be 
some central check on the issue of such licences and desires that, 
in future, lists of all persons to whom it is proposed to grant licences 
for rifles shall be referred to him by District Magistrates before they 
arc actually issued. 

(3) This has been the practice generally in this Province but 
certain special rules were made for the districts of Bannu and Dera 
Ismail Khan. In 191.6 owing to the disturbed state of the Border, 
Sir George Roos-Keppel empowered the Deputy Commissioners of 
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan to grant licences without previous 
reference to him for the possession of rifles, provided that they 
were purchased from across the border or from Powindahs in the 
districts by persons of good standing who would execute a written 
undertaking for their proper custody. In this office letter No. 210*B. 
of the 23rd December 1918, however. Sir George expressed a wish 
that the number of licences so granted should be considembly 
reduced, but the general authority for District Magistrates to issue 
such licences without reference to the Chief Commissioner was not 
definitely revoked. The present letter is to be considered now as 
definitely revoking the special authority given in the Bannu and 
Dera Ismail Khan Districts, and the issue of licences for rifles will 
require the Chief Commissioner’s sanction throughout the whole 
province. At the same time all licences granted prior to the issue 
of this letter will be considered valid. 


As regards rifle ammunition clause 6 of the conditions attached 
to licenses in Form XIII, [now Form XVI], for the possession pf 
arms, lays down that the holder shall not purchase arnmunition m 
excess of the maximum which may from time to time be fixed by 
the local Government. No maximum, however, has as yet been 
fixed. It should now be treated, in the case of rifles, as 50 rounds 
per rifle, and this figure should be endorsed by the District 
Magistrate on licences. This endorsement will give authority tor 
one purchase only, and it will be for District Magistrates to add a 
fresh endorsement on the application of the holder if he can ^satisfy 
them that his former stock has been legitimately expended. 

[On the analogy of the policy accepted by 

10 of their Resolution No. F.-829-l-aa, dated the 3rd November 1923 ^n regard to arms 
to be purchased in India, a licence for possession, in Form XVI, snouia as d 9 
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• . . Border 

• , licensee 

■ ‘ thm one 

week of taking possession thereof (Order dated 7th January 1924)] 

(4) It has been reported to the Chief Commissioner that there 
are a large number of unlicensed rifles m the hands of villagers in 
the more exposed tracts of the frontier, and the question of dealing 
with the situation has been specifically referred to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Bannu Sir Hamilton Grant considers that it would 
be most inadvisable at the present time to initiate prosecutions foi 
the illegal possession of these weapons. Any action of this sort 
would provoke the criticism that while we fail adequately to protect 
British subjects in our districts, we preclude thorn from possessing 
the means of protecting themselves especially at a time of unpre- 
cedented tribal lawlessness He considers that the best policy 
will be for Deputy Commissioners to make it widely known in their 
districts, by whatever means they consider best that all unlicensed 
rifle must be reported and licensed within a definite period, which 
might be fixed at one month The people should be given to under- 
stand that unless there are very special reasons to the contrary, no 
obstacles will be put in the way of those rifles being licensed, but 
that if these instructions are deliberately disregarded, the question 
of prosecutions will bo taken up on the expiry of the period The 
Chief Commissioner, however, does not wish to fetter the discretion 
of Deputy Commissioners in this respect, especially as the conditions 
of each district are widely divergent, nor has he any wi'sh to press 
for immediate action in thia matter, if this appears inopportune and 
likely to lead to trouble It whould seem probable indeed, that the 
problem of unlicensed rifles exists m any seiious form only in the 
Kohat and Bannu Districts, No action therefore should be taken 
upon the instructions convoyed in this paragraph, unless Deputy 
Commissioners are of the opinion that the special circumstances 
of their districts demand it In any case the Chief Commissioner 
IS averse from wholesale prosecutions under the Arms Act, and 
whatever the result of the action now suggested may be he trusts 
that wholesale prosecutions will not be undertaken without previous 
reference to him 

3 Memo. No, SOW SO-G N , dated the 28th Seph. 1920 * * * The 
applications from British Officers for licenses for their sporting 
rifles and ammunition for the same need not be referred to the Chief 
Commissioner. 

4. India No 2202, dated the 4th Novi 1920 *** A fee of 

8 annas should be levied on licences granted for the whole of the 
North-West Frontier Province ; and the rates of fees laid down in 
clause (c) [8 annas in the case of (c) of the heading of Form XVI, 
Schedule VIII, of the Rules on licenses granted for the whole of 
British India ***** 

5. Extinct para 2 from India letter No ISSOf dated the 8th J'une 
1921. *** 2 It has now been represented to the Government of 
India that in the case of nfle ammunition inconvenience may be 
caused by the fixation of a rigid scale. It has been suggested, for 
instance, that no regard is paid to the size of the cartridge and that 
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a little -prim fire rifle, which is used by ladies to shoot at targets 
at a rifle club, is rationed to the same extent as an elephant gun 
or a 8 bore rifle. _ Further, it has been suggested that the fixation 
or a ng^ limit might cause inconvenience to a sportsman starting 
on a shooting expedition who wished to take with him a stock of 
both hard-nosed and soft-nosed bullets to be fired from the same 
weapon. The Government of India are not aware how far these 
criticisms are justified but they would be glad if the suggestions 
could be taken into consideration at an early date with a view to 
the removal of any anomalies that exist, 

^ 6. N.-W. F. P. No. $986-90. G.-N, dated the 9th Aug.. 1921. The 
Chief Commissioner has decided that as regards rifle ammunition, 
the previous instructions contained in paragraph (3) of Mr. Pipon's 
letter No. 711-15, dated the 21st July 1920, will continue to hold 
good but he wishes to emphasise the importance of a thorough enquiry 
in each case. The Chief Commissioner is not satisfied that the 
restrictions against accumulation of ammunition from year to year 
are being rigorously enforced in all Districts, and in this connection 
directs attention of ail District Magistrates to the headings of 
columns 3 and 4 of license Form XVI of the Rules of 1924. District 
Magistrates are, however, empowered to exercise their discretion 
in regard to ammunition for small bore rifles, for example, '22 bore 
which are used for target shooting ; or, in the case of a sportsman 
starting on a shooting expedition who wishes to take with him a 
stock of both hard-nosed and soft-nosed bullets, when a maximum 
of 50 rounds might obviously be inadequate. (2) As regards revol- 
ver ammunition, the Chief Commissioner wishes a maximum of 50 
rounds per annum covered, of course, by maximum possession of 50 
rounds to be fixed. (3) Cartridges for shot-guns may be allowed 
in such number as the District Magistrate may consider desirable 
in each case. 

7. N.- W. F. P. Cir. No. 84-110 (?., dated the 4th January 1922, 
to all Local Govts, and Admtns, Residents, Agents to G. G. and to 
Dy. Comrs. in the N.-W. F. P.-I am directed to say that under sub- 
rule (3) of Rule 33 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, the Administra- 
tion of the North-West Frontier Province has imposed the following 
restrictions on the validity in the North-West Frontier Province, 
of licences which have been made valid for that Province by licens- 
ing authorities in other provinces, namely: — Licences issued in 
other provinces in India or Burma, which have been made valid 
for the North-West Frontier Province by licensing authorities there 
shall be in force in the North-West Province only when such licences 
have been countersigned by the District Magistrates of the Districts 
into which the arms are imported, and shall be valid, in each case, 
only for such area in the North-West Frontier Province as may be 
prescribed by the countersigning authority. 

8. Letter No. 297-58-08- (?., dated the SOth March 1922, to all 
Local Governments and Administrations _ (except Punjab). I am 
directed to request that if there be no objection, you will kindly 
arrange to supply, with as little delay as possible, to the following 
officials of this Province details regarding all future sales of arms 
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or ammunition mado to persons residents of the North-West Fron- 
tier Province — 


In tho ca&Q of residents of BrilUh 
Districts VIS Hazara, Posbaivar, Kobat, 
Bannu and Dera Ismaii Kbaa 

In the case of residents of tho 
Indian States of Amb and Phulera 

In the case of residents of tho 
Indian States of Chitral and Dsr 


To tho Superintendent of Police con- 
cerned 

To tho Deputy Commissioner Hazara 
District, Abbottabad 

To tho Political Agent, Dir, Swat and 
Cbitral Agencies Malakand 


I am further to request that m tho event of there being no objection to the above 
request copies of any insliuctions issued m this connection may kindly be sent to this- 
ofheo for information and record 


Note — A list of all the Local Oovornments who have agreed to report the sales 
IS printed below — 


Agent to tho Governor General in Con 
tral India 

Government ot tho Central Provin'’os 
Chief Commissioner, Delhi 
Government of Madras 
Agent to tho Governor General m Kaj 
putana 

Governmoot of tho United Provinces 

KOTB— Tho Punjab Ooveemnent aho follows the desired procedure vtde their 
Notification No 1440, dated the Ist November 1915 republished on page 309 

9 Cir Memo. No 11683 93 (?. dated tha iith Dec 1933—* * * 
I am directed to convey the following instructioiis and remarks 
with regard to the Indian, Arms Rules, I92i — > 

(1) It will be seen that the new Arms Rule«i come into force 
on the 1st January 1924 

The number of many of the forms have been changed and also, 
to some extent, the forms themselves, and the conditions printed 
on the forms This applies particularly to tho Form most commonly 
used in the North-West Frontier Province, viz old Form XIII, 
[now Form XVI,] "License for the possession of arms and ammuni- 

aport 

tion and for going armed for the purposes of pro^eotmo it is feared 

displav 

that it will not be possible for a stock of the revised forms to be 
issued by the 1st January as desired by the Government of India 
But under Rule 49, licences under tho Rules of 1920, can be 
renewed so far as they are not inconsistent with the new rules 
Existing licences should be renewed, pending receipt of the revised 
forms 

(2) It will be noticed that the acquisition and carrying of 
pistols or revolvers of 450 bore has been much tightened up 
(Rules 7. 31 and 34) and that ammunition for the same will not be 
obtainable except from selected dealers (Rule 38) Ordinarily the 
import of 450 bore revolvers will bo absolutely prohibited {vide the 
Committee’s recommendation in paragraph 26 of their Report 

42 


Chief Commissioner, Ajmer Mer 
war a. 

Governmeut of Assam 
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accepted by the Government of India in paragraph 17 of the 
Resolution (pages 11 and 29.) In this connection District Magis- 
trates are reminded that under orders (India No. 386. dated the 
1st March 1920), which are still in force, licences for pistols and 
revolvers of all kinds should be issued only in cases of real 
necessity. 

ScSuIe ' i — Pa-ra. 5 of the Government of India Resolution 
of 3rd Novr. 1923 — 

(i) Under proviso (6) to Rule 3, exempted persons must register, 
in such manner as the Local Government may prescribe, their fire- 
arms a}id ammunition, {ii) No fee will be charged for such registra- 
tion (para 5 of the Resn. of 3rd Novr., 1923). (Hi) An exempted person 
must at once report the loss or theft of any arm in respect of which 
he is exempted, i. e , although an exempted person is not required 
to register the possession of a dagger, he is bound to report the loss 
or theft of a dagger, (/y) The Chief (Jommissioner directs that every 
exempted person shall furnish the District Magistrate by the 31st 
of March 1924. with particulars as to the firearms and ammunition 
in his possession, failure to do so rendering him liable to the 
cancellation of his exemption, (y) The Chief Commissioner directs 
further that future purchases of firearms and ammunition shall be 
reported to the District Magistrate within one week of the purchase. 
(vij The purchase of firearms will be subject to the maximum 
prescribed by the Local Government. 

(4) Schedule 1. — Para. 6 of the Resn. — Under the Rules of 1920, 
persons included in entries 11, ll-A, 11"B and 12 of Schedule I 
are ordinarily exempt from taking out a licence. The four 
entries just specified have been excluded from the Rules of 1924. 
Entries 11-B and 12 do not concern the North-West Frontier 
Province. 

As regards entries 11 and ll-A which include holders of titles, 
etc., conferred before the 1st January 1920, particular attention is 
invited to the orders requiring application for a life licence to be 
made before the 1st July 1924. All persons in your district known 
by you to be included in entry No. 11 should be informed of the 
orders and should make their applications without delay. ^ As soon 
as forms are available, the requisite life-licences should be issued. 
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Persons or classes of persons 


Arms and 
ammunition 


Provisos and 
restrictions 


Prohibitions 
and direc 
tiODS, 


(11) AU individual members of the 
under mentioned classes who were 
as such exempted under the 
Indian Arms Rules 1909, inimo 
diately before the coming into 
force of these rules — 

(o) members of any Order of 
Knighthood , 

(b) persons holding the Kaiser 
1 Hind medal , 


(d) persons holding swords or 
other arms received as gifts from 
the Governor General in Council 
or a local Govornment , 

(e) persons holding certificates 
received on the occasion of the 
a&sumption of the title of Km* 
press of India by Her late 
Majesty, Queen Victoria 

(/) retired officers (other than 
subordinate, warrant petty and 
non commissioned officers) of 
the Royal Navy, and retired 
British and Indian OtRcers 
withm the meaning of seotion 7 
(1) and (2) of the Indian Army 
Act, 1911, in receipt as such, of 
a pension , and 

{g) land holders and members of 
a Municipal Board or a Com 
mittee designated for exemption 
m any list issued in this behalf 
by a local Government 


AU except^ 

(а) cannon , 

(б) articles de 
signed for 
torpedo ser* 
vice 

(c) war-roc- 
kets , 

(d) rifles o f 
303 or 450 
boro (and 
ammunition 
which can 
bo fired from 
the same) 
not lawfully 
imported in 
to British 
India 

(e) machinery 
for the ma 
nufacturo of 
arms or am 
munition . 
and 

(/l appliances 
the object of 
which IS the 
siiencing of 
firearms 


The arms or am. 
munition carried 
or possessed by 
any person here 
m exempted 
shall be of such 
descriptions 
only and shall 
not exceed such 
quantities if 
any, as— 

[a) tho Gover 
nor General in 
Council or 

(b) a Local Govt 
lu respect of tho 
territories ad 
ministered by it 
or subject to its 
control, 

may declare to 
bo reasonable 
for such person 
to carry or pos 
Bess 


Those con 
tamed in 
si'ctions 
13 to 16 


(HA) AU persons who before the 
1st day of Jany 1920 had been 
admitted as members of the 
Distinguished Service Order, tho 
Imperial Service Order the Indian 
Order of Merit, or the Order of 
British India or had been awarded 
the Victoria Cross, the Military 
Cross the Distinguished Flying 
Cross the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal, the Distinguished Flying 
Medal the Long Service and 
Good Conduct Medal the Volun 
teer Decoration the King s Police 
Medal the Volunteer Long Ser 
Vice Medal or the Indian Distin 
guiahed Service Medal 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
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f. of the Resn.~The following a,i' e py'ima facie quali- 

rications for tne grant of a licence without preliminary enquiry : — ■ 

a) payment of Rs. 5(0 land revenue; {&) any payment of in- 
come-tax ; (c) in the case of Government servants, pay of Rs. 100 per 
mensem or more ; but the District Magistrate has full power to order 
enquiries if he thinks fit The determination of the agency for such 
enquiries is left to the Local Government. The Chief '.'ommissioner 
sees no reason to depart from the present practice whereunder such 
enquiries as may be required, are ordinarily made by the Police. 

(6) . Rule 33 (3). A.11 District Magistrates are reminded of the 
orders conveyed in Chief Commissioner’s Office letter No. 84-110-G., 
dated 4th January, 1922, reproduced below for facility of refe- 
rence : — 

“Licences issued in other provinces in India or in Burma, which have been 
made valid for the North-West Frontier Province by licensing authorities there shall 
be in force in the North-West Frontier Province only when such licences have been 
countersigned bj'’ the District Magistrates of the districts into which the arms are 
imported, and shall be valid, in each case, only for such area in the North-West 
Frontier Province as may be prescribed by the countersigning authority. 

(7) . Rule 40 (i ) — Attention is invited to the proviso to Rule 40 
(i) which requires that in the case of persons subject to the Indian 
Army Act, 1911, application for any kind of licence shall be made, 
hot to the District Magistrate of the District in which the applicant 
happens to be serving, but to the licensing authority of the appli- 
cant’s permanent place of residence. 

(8) . Rule 43 (i ) — The proviso to Rule 43 (i) is new and provides 
that in any case in which the grant or renewal of a licence is re- 
fused, the applicant may appeal to the immediate official superior 
of the authority refusing the grant or renewal. Separate instruc- 
tions will follow with regard to appeals under the proviso just re- 
ferred to.j { Fide para 10 on next page). 

(9) . ^Second portion of para 9 of the Resn. (i. e. where paragraph 

13 of the Committee’s Report is referred to). — The intention of the 
orders of. the Government of India is not altogether free from doubt. 
The Chief Commissioner desires the continuance of the present 
practice whereunder the first year of the currency of any licence 
is taken to expire with the end of the calendar year in which the 
licence is granted.- Thus, if on the 6th June 1924, the District Magis- 
trate accepts an application for a license for going armed, and the 
applicant is not prepared to wait until the 1st January 1925, and 
desires the immediate issue of his licence, then the first year’s 
currency' of the licence will expire on the 31st December 1924, 

(10) , Para 20 of the Committee’s Report read with paras 13 and 

14 of the ‘ Resn. — (1) Although ordinarily only the District Magis- 
trate can sanction a licence in the first instance, any Sub-divisionm 
Magistrate can renew a licence and the arms need not be produced 
at the time of renewal. • Particular attention is invited to the fact 
that a licence can be granted or renewed for a period of three years 
and in order to save clerical labour and also unnecessary trouble 
fco the licensee, the Chief Commissioner directs the initial grant or 
the renewal should ordinarily be for three years. In the North- 
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West Frontier Province the fee will m that case be three times the 
annual fee (tide Para HI of Licence Form XVI, page 177) 

The above rules should not be allowed to interfere with the 
periodical check of the arms themselves which is required to bo 
carried out by the Police The District Magistrate has full powers 
to require the production of arms at any time or place (2) Where a 
licence has been issued in another district, the licensing authority 
should be informed of the fact of renewal (3) Licences can be 
applied for by post and can also be sent for renewal by post (4) 
It will be seen from rule 33 (t) (6) that a licence in Form XVI (c/ 
para (1) above) can be granted only by the District Magistrate or 
by Sub Divisional Magistrate specially empowered by the Local 
Government. 

(11) Para 14 of the Rosn — The fees payable for each licence 
are stated on the Forms concerned Payments can be made in non- 
ludicial stamps or m cash, as the applicant prefers 

11-2' '■Th® Government o£ India orders are 

that applications for licences and renewals shall be dealt with 
promptly A-ccordingly in supersession of the instructions conveyed 
in this office memorandum No 10006 10-G dated the 10th November, 
1923, recommendations requiring tbe Chief Commissioner’s sanction 
should be submitted quarterly (us, as soon as possible after the 
Isb Feb , 1st May, 1st Aug and 1st Nov) instead of every six months 

(13) Para 18 of the Resn, — Where it is desired to include m 
the licence a female member of the licensee’s family, the lady 
should be entered as a “retainer " 

10, ^femo N'o 1230 34 G. dated the 24th Dec 1923 — With re- 
ference to para 8 of this office circular memo No 11688 92 G dated 
the 11th Dec 1923, I am to convoy the following instructions with 
regard to appeals preferred under the proviso to Rule 43 (1) of the 
Arms Rules 1924 Ponding the receipt of any general orders vihich 
may hereafter be received from the Government of India, the Chief 
Commissioner directs as follows — 

(1) For the purposes of the Arms Rules, the immediate official 
superior of a bub Divisional Magistrate is the District Magistrate, 
and the immediate official superior of the District Magistrate is the 
Chief Commissioner (2) The period allowed for preferring an 
appeal to the District Magistrate or to the Chief Commissioner shall 
in each case be 30 days from the receipt of the intimation of the 
refusal to grant or renew the licence in question. [This period is 
prescribed on the analogy of appeals undr the Income tax Act (XI of 
1922), vide sections 30 (2) and 32 (1) of that Act] 

11 Memo N'o 605 09 G, dated the '15th Jamj 1921 — With 
reference to para 7 of the Government of India Resn No F-8i9- 
1 22, dated the 23rd Nov 1922, the Chief Commissioner directs that 
where there is any doubt with regard to the means and status of an 
applicant for a licence for a rifle, and where it is none the less 
desired for other reasons, such as with a view to village defence 
to grant the licence applied for, the District Magistrate may, before 
granting a licence, require the applicant to furnish security to the 
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extent; of Rs. 300 that the rifle will not be sold without permission 
either within or across the border, and will not be used for any 
unlawful purpose. Subject to the above instructions, circular No. 6 
dated the 3rd March, 1910, should be regarded as cancelled. 


12. Memo. No. 6I0-14-G., dated the loth Jan. 
reference to Rule 33 (2) (a) of the Indian A.rms Rules, and in super- 
session of Notification No. liSl-G-., dated the 21th March 1920, the 
Chief Commissioner directs that ordinarily a licence shall be issued 
only for the District in which the licensee resides. But the District 
Magistrate personally can, for sufficient reasons, make any such 
licence valid throughout the North-West Frontier Province or 
throughout British India. In the latter case care must be taken to 
see that the requisite enhanced licence fee has been paid. 


13. Notn. No. G15-G., dated 15th Jan. 1924. — In exercise 
of the powers conferred by condition 3 of Form XIV and condition 9 
of Form XVI of Schedule VIII of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
the Chief Commissijner is pleased to authorise District Magistrates 
in the North-West Frontier Province to cancel, where necessary, 
condition 2 (ii) of License Form XVI and condition 8 of License 
Form XVI which prohibit tbe possession of Government arms and 
ammunition. Notn. No. 1930-G., dated the 29th April 1920, is hereby 
cancelled. 

14. Notn, No. 622 G., dated the 15th Jan. 1924. — In exercise 
of the powers conferred by Rule 37 (L) (b) of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, the Sub-Divisional Magistrates of Mardan, Nowshera 
and Charsadda Sub-Divisions are empowered to grant licences for 
going armed on a Journey in or through any Province in Form XX. 
Notification No. 2179-G.. dated the 15th May 1920, is hereby 
cancelled. 


15. Notn. No. 624-G., dated the 15th Jan. 1924. — Notification 
No. 468-G. N,, dated the 8th July 1920, empowering the Sub-Divi- 
sional Magistrates of i he Mardan, Nowshera and Charsadda Sub- 
Divisions to grant licences, in certain forms for the possession of 
arms and ammunition under the Indian Arms Rules of 1920, is 
hereby cancelled. 

16. Notn. No. 626-G , dated the l5th Jan, 1924.— Eotn. No. 
834-G. N., dated the 2nd August 1920, and Notn. No. 347-G.. dated 
the 10th January 1921, being inconsistent with the instructions 
conveyed in paragraph 7 of Resolution No. F.-829-1 22, dated the 
3rd November 1923, of the Government of India, are hereby can- 
celled. The Chief Commissioner hereby accepts the recommenda- 
tions made by the Government of India in paragraph 7 of the 
Resolution, (page 26). 

17. Notn. No. 627.G., dated iof A Jon. mi. —See Note (24) to Schedule II 


on page 150. 

18. Notn. No. 628-G., dat-d the 15th Jan. 1924.— Notn. No. 
5324-G., dated the 30bh March 1922, regarding the scale of exempted 
arms and ammunition in case of persons exempted under entries 
11 and llA of Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rule. 1920 is hereby 
cancelled as entries 11 and HA have been excluded from tbe 
Rules of 1924. 
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19 Xiotn. No. dated the 15th Jan. 1924. — Notn No. 

7103-G , dated the 2nd May 1922 is republished below for general 
information • — All registers and instructions prescribed therein 
under the Indian Arms Rules of 1920, shall now be deemed to be 
prescribed under the corresponding provisions of the Rules of 1924 

No 7103-O .dated the 2nd May 1922. — ^Tho following rules have 
been made by the Chief Commissioner under the Indian Arms Act 
1878 (XI of 1878) and under Government of India Resolution No. 1, 
dated the 1st January 1920. 

Rules under the Indian arms act, 1878, (XI of 1878) 

(11 Vtda Note (7) to section 6 of tho Aot, page 49 

(2) „ „ (6) „ „ 25 , . 78 

(3) „ (3) „ 30 „ „ 82 

Stock books and account books to be kept by licensed 
manufacturers and dealers 

(4) All persons holding licences to manufacture, convert, keep 
and sell arms ammunition or military stores shall keep up stock 
books and accounts of receipts and issues m Forms A and B 
appended to these rules, and all persons holding licences to keep or 
sell arms, ammunition or military stores shall maintain stock and 
account books in Form C and D The pages of these books are to 
bo numbered and before any entries are made tho books shall be 
exhibited together with the manufacturer's or dealer’s licence to 
the Magistrate of the District or to a Subordinate Magistrate. 
Such Magistrate will sign the first and last pages of each book and 
seal them with his official seal Notn No 2609-G. N , dated tho 
27th August 1920, is hereby cancelled, but weekly intimation must 
be sent by all dealers to the Superintendent of Police regarding all 
sales of arms, ammunition or military stores 

(5) The shops premises and stock of all licensed manufacturers 
and dealers shall be inspected once in every quarter by a Police 
Officer not below tho rank of Inspector and once at least every year 
by a gazetted police officer. At the time of inspection the books 
shall bo initialled by the Inspecting officer. Any irregularity orbieach 
of the rules which may bo noticed shall be at once reported to the 
Magistrate of the district. 

(6) On receiving notice of a sale under clause 2. section 5, by 
a person lawfully possessing aims to any person not prohibited 
from possessing arms, the Magistrate or Police Officer may make 
enquiries as to the correctness of the purchaser’s name and address, 
and if necessary, obtain a report from the Superintendent of Police 
of the district in which the purchaser lives 

Arms deposited in a Police Station. 

1.7) When any arms, ammunition or military stores have been 
deposited at a police-station under section 14 or 16 of the Act, the 
officer in charge of the station shall affix to each weapon or article 
a ticket in Form R, showing the name of the depositor and the 
date of the deposit, and shall give the depositor a duplicate or copy 
of the same. After seven days, if the owner has not obtained a 
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liconco authorising him to possess fchoin the arms, ammunition or 

torwarded to the head-quarters of the 
district and kept m the maUchaua of the Magistrate of the district 
or m the Police magazine. The ministerial officer to whom they 
are entrusted shall keep a register in Form S in Avhich the articles 
so deposited shall bo described and entered under serial Nos. and 
tresh tickets shall bo affi.Ked showing the owner’s name and the 
corresponding Nos. of the register. 


Anns and militanj stores seized. 

(8) . Arms, ammunition or military stores seized under sec- 
tions 11, 25 or 26 shall be similarly dealt with. 

(9) . Disposal of confiscated arms — Vide Note 24 of the Act, on page 7G. 

(10) and {11), Rewards— Vide note to Sec. 28 of the Act, on page 81. 

Eerfister of Licences. 

(12) . Every magistrate of a district shall keep up, in Forms E 
and G aiipendod, registers of all licences to manufacture, convert, 
sell or keep for sale granted by him under rule 28 of the rules issued 
by the Government of India, and shall keep up, in Forms F and H, 
register of all licences to soli and keep for sale granted by him under 
the same rule. All Superintendents of Police shall keep up similar 
registers in English, Magistrates of districts will supply to their 
Superintendents of Police copies of all such licences issued by them. 
The Superintendent of Police will furnish to each officer in charge 
of a police station copies of extracts, columns (1) to (6), giving the 
names, etc., of persons licenced within his jurisdiction. 

(13) . All inspections of shops, premises and stocks of licensed 
manufacturers and vendors by Inspectors of Police or superior 
officers shall be reported to the Magistrate of the district, and shall 
be entered in the registers. 

(14) . Registers of licences granted by the Magistrate of the 
district under rules 29 to 32 [present rules, 33, 35, 36 and 37] of the. 
rules made by the Government of India shall be kept up in Forms 
J, K, L, M, N and 0, respectively. Similar registers will be kept 
up in English by the Superintendent of Police, to whom the Magis- 
trate of the district will furnish copies of all such licences granted 
by him. The Superintendent of Police will supply each officer in 
charge of a station with an extract giving the parts of each register 
which concern his jurisdiction. 

(15) . In place of the returns prescribed in the Punjab Govern- 
ment circular No. 7-669 dated the 26th April 1867 and No. 12-944 
dated the 21sb June 1867, the Chief Commissioner' is pleased to direct 
that the Forms P and Q appended to these Rules be used. Both 
returns will be prepared for the calendar year and be submitted 
through the DeputyOommissioners to the Inspector General of Police. 

Register to be maintained by persons licensed to keep in safe custody 
firearms deposited by their owners for that purpose, 

(16) . AH persons licensed to keep in safe custody firearms 
deposited by their owners for that purpose shall keep up register 
in Form I appended to these Rules. 

(17) . Lead, leaden bullets and bird shot.— Fide Note (24) to Schedule IE, 
page 150. 
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Form a — S tock book of , *on of , caste , resident of licensed 

to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores. 
[Rule 19 (4), page 335.1 
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Form B— Daily sale book of^^ son of— — , caste—, resident of—, licensed 
to manufacture convert, sell or keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores 
[Rule 19 (4) page 335 ] 


1 

' 1 

3 

4 

5 1 

' 1 

7 

Date 

Name and { 
father's name ' 
of purchaser { 

Caste and 
profession of 
purchaser 

Residence of 
purchaser 

Articles ' 
pur* 
chased 

Price 1 
j Rs As T* 

Signature of 
purchaser 

i 


Form C — stock book of—, son of , caste—, resident of—, licensed to 

sell and keep for sale arms, ammunition or military stores, [Rule 19 (4), page 335 ] 

With the following exception, the prescribed register is identical with that 
prescribed under Form A — 

In the case of column 2 of Form C, omit the word ‘manufactured which 
appears in column 2 of Form A — 


Form D —Daily sale book of^ son of , caste .resident of .licensed 

to sell and keep for sale arms, ammunition and military stores. [Rule 19(4), 
page 335. ] 

Except for the beading the prescnbed register is identical with that prescribed 
under Form B 
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Form IX of 1924. 


Form E.— Register of licences to manufacture, convert, sell or keep for sale arms, 
ammunition or military stores other than breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or 
military stores for rifles in district. [Rule 19 (12), page 336.] 
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dence. 
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3rd. 
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Form X of 1924. 


Form F,— Register of licences to sell and keep for sale arms, ammunition or 
military stores other than breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for 
rifles in district. [Rule 19 (12), page 336. ] 

With the following exceptions, the prescribed register is identical with that 
prescribed under Form E. 

In column 7 ("inspeotion by”) substitute the following 

(1) In the first sub-column /or the heading “Police officer not below the rank 

of Inspector” substitute “Assistant Superintendents or Inspectors of 

Police." 

(2) In the second sub-column /or “Gazetted Police Officers substitute Magis- 

trate of district or Superintendent of Police. 


Form XI of 1924. 

Form G,— Register of licences to manufacture, convert, sell or keep f®*' s^l® 
breech-loading rifles, rifle ammunition or military stores for rifles. [ Rule 19 
page 336.] 

Except for the heading, the prescribed register is identical with that prescribed 

under Form E. 


Form XII of 1924. 

FORM G.-Register of licences to sell and keep for sale breech-loading rifles, rifle 
ammunition or military stores for rifles. [Rule 19 (12), page 33 .] 

With the following exceptions, the prescribed register is identical with that 
prescribed under Form E 


OriDcU UlAUCi ^ • 

In column 7 (“inspection by”) substitute the following 


J.U UUiUUlll I \ / 

of Police.” 

(2) In the second sub-column for “Gazetted Officer, substitute Magis 

^ trate or District of Superintendent of Police. 
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Form XIII of 1924 


FORU I — Register showing details <tf firearms deposited by owners for safe 

keeping with licensed in form XI A of the Indian Arms Rules. 1920. [Rule 

19 (16). pages 336 ] 
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Form XIV of 1924 

FORU J — Register of licences for tbe possession only of arras (other than pistols 
and revolvers), ammunition or military stores. (Rule 19 (14) page 336] 
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1 
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Form XV of 1924 


Fork E — Register of licences for Ibe possession and use for the purpose of target 
practice of firearms and ammunition ( Rule 19 (14), page 336 .] 
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Form XVI of 1924. 


Fob&i L — Register of licences to possess arms or ammumtmn and to go armed 
for the purposes of sport, protection or display in the— “-District, [Rule 19 (14) 
page 336 
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Porm XVIII of 1924. 

Jmn of licences to possess and go armed with arms and ammuni- 

tmn for the purpose of destroying wild animals which do injury to human beings or 
cattle in the District [Rule 19 (14), page 336.] ® 
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Norm XIX of 1924. 

EoRM N. — Register of licences for the possession of arms and ammunition and for 
going armed for the destruction of wild animals doing injury to crops or cattle. 

The prescribed register is identical with that prescribed under Form M. [Rule 
19 (14). page 336,] 


Form XX of 1924. 

Form O.— Register of licences for going armed on a journey in or through any 
province. [Rule 19 (14), page 336.] 
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FOHLl P. — Return of licence* granted under Act XI of 1878> in the district of- 
for the year 192 . ^Rule 19 (tS), page 336.1_ 


Detail of licences 


OPERA.TIOII OF 
THE YEAR. 



1. In Form VII* for the transport of arms, ! 

ammunition or military stores. 

2. In Form IX to manufacture, convert, 
sell or keep for sale, arms, ammunition 
or military stoics (other than bteeoh* 

loading rides, riHo ammunition or miU> I 

iary stores for ) I 

In Form X t,o sell and keep for sale arma. 
ammunition or military stores (other 

than hreeoh'Ioadmg iiQos, tide ammu* I 

tutioa or miUtery stotea for tides.) I 

4 In Form XI to manufacture, convert* 

sell Or keep for sale breech'Ioading I 

tifles, ride ammunition or military 
stores for rifles 

5 Id Form XII to sell and keep for sale 
breech loading rifles, ride ammunUion 
or military stores for tides 

6 In Form XIII for the possession by 
holders of licences in Form IX, X, XI 
or Xu of fire arms deposited by their 
owners for safe keeping 

7. In Form XIV for the possession of arms 
(other than pistols or revolvers), ammu- 
nition or miUtary stores 

8 In Form XV for the possession and use, 
for the purpose of target practice of 
fire-arms and ammunition. 

9 In Form XVI tor the possession of arms 
and ammunition and for going armed 
for the purpose of sport, protection and 
display. 

10 In Form XVIXI fot the possession of 
arms and ammunition and for going 
armed for the destruction of wild ani- 
mals which do iDlury to human beings 
or cattle 

11. In Form XIX for the possession of arms 

and ammunition nnd for going armed ! 

for the destruction of wild animals 
doing injury to crops or cattle. 

12. In Form “Yy: for going armed on a jour- 
ney in or through any Province. ( 1 ( 


N B — This return will bo prepared for the calendar year and will be submitted 
to the I Q. of Police through the Dy. Comrs 

* For the sake of convenience the Form numbers shown in column 1 are those 
under the rules of 1924 
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(1) fco remit: all fees payable under schedule II of the former 
Act upon applications in the N.-W. F. Province for the grant or 
renewal of licences or duplicates under the Indian Arms Rules, 

which a fee is payable under these rules, and, 

(2) to reduce to one anna all fees exceeding one anna payable 
under the said Schedule upon other applications relating to licences 
or duplicates granted or renewed under the said Rules. 


Local Rules and Orders. — [Madras,] . 


1, Vide Note (4) to section 15 of the Act on page 52, 

All arras, ammunition and military stoteres within the Malabar 
District, shall be deposited with the Officer in charge of the nearest 
Police Station and all licences issued for the possession or carrying 
of arms within the Calicut, Ernad, Walivanad and Ponnani talukas 
in the Malaber District are cancelled. (G. 0., No. 260 dated the 
30th Jan. 1885, No, 355, dated the 6th Feb. 1885 and No, 222 dated 
the 10th September 1922.) 


2. The exemption granted under section 27 of the Arms Act 
to members of local boards by G-. O.’s No. 783 dated tbe 6th April 
1880, and No. 164 dated the 24th Jan. 1894, are withdrawn but the 
exemption is to continue personal to existing members of the local 
boards so long as they remain such. (G. 0. No. 724, dated the 24fch 
April 1895.) 

3. Guns, imported from and exported to Pondicherry, without 
a license, are liable to be detained by the Customs Officers. They 
should in all such cases submit a detailed report to the Circle 
Inspector. All cases of smuggling of arms, ammunition and 
military stores should also be reported for the orders of the Circle 
Inspector. 


(2) In order that a firearm covered by a licence may be 
identified with the one described in the licence, its description 
should be as full as possible. “One double barrelled gun,” for 
instance, without the maker’s name and number or other identifying 
marks, is insufficient to describe the weapon in such a manner as 
to preclude the possibility of all attempts at fraud by the substitu- 
tion of one gun for another, for any number of guns can be imported 
from the French territory with such a licence. The weapon of 
respectable sportsmen should not, however, be detained merely on 
this account. Should the description or the weapon given in the 
licence be defective, full particulars should be reported to the District 
Magistrate, through the Officer in charge of Land Customs, with a 
view to the defect being remedied. 


4. A license is required for transport even within the con- 
fines of the same district. No licence, however, is necessary tor 
the removal of ammunition from one magazine or 
another in the same locality (G. O. No. 3232. dated the 6th Je?. 

No. 2551, dated the 7th Oct. 1884, and G. O. No. 2457, 

Nov. 1883). {Vide Notes to section 10 of the Act, p. 49, and Co 

rule 21 of the Rules, p, 98). 
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5. Search at Saycr stations — Note to section 11 of the Act, on 
page 50 

6 7 Special exemptions — Vide Kote (5) under Schedule I page 128, an/c 

8 The new forms of accounts for dealers in arms and ammu- 
nition prescribed in G O No 1762 Judl dated the 17th Dec 1909, 
have been objected to on the ground that they will increase the 
amount of scriptory work and stationery required to keep the 
accounts The Government consider these objections not altogether 
unfounded but it is necessary that the registers should furnish 
complete information not only of the purchase of any lethal weapon, 
but also of the identity of the various weapons in stock in order 
that it may be possible to trace them in case of theft They have 
revised forms of stock book and sale book appended to these pro- 
ceedings which should be used in lieu of those prescribed by G. O. 
No 1762 dated the 17th December 1909 

9 The special stock book for firearms (Form C) is to be 
maintained in addition to the general stock book except by dealers 
who keep rebate book which gives all the information specified 
in the Form 

10 Dealers occasionally also receive arms and ammunition 
from persons who wish to effect their disposal, and the Government 
consider it necessary that all such arms and ammunition should 
be separately accounted for in an additional register (in Form D) 
showing receipts and disposals of such arms and ammunition 

11 Dealers in ammunition are also required to take out 
licences under the Explosives Act, and the conditions of these 
licences require the maintenance of stock books and sale books. 
The Government have prescribed the forms printed to » bo 
maintained under the Explosives Act The forms of stock book 
and sale book are similar m principle to the forms prescribed under 
the Arms Act Dealers who hold licences under both the Arras 
Act and the Explosives Act in respect of the same kinds of ammu- 

or whose Ueenoes under the Explosives Act have been 
endorsed to have validity under the Arms Act, need keep only the 
stock books and sale books prescribed under the Anns Act, provided 
that they contain columns to exhibit all the articles which the 
dealer is licensed to keep under both Acts 

12 District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police are 
requested to inform all licensees concerned of these orders, and 
to see that the revised forms are brought into use 

FORU A (Madras Rule 8) 

Stock book of , son of resident of , licensed to manufacture, 

convert, sell or keep aims, ammunition or military stores according to licence 

_XI^1 * 

No of 19 m Form of the rules under the Indian Arms 

lav") 

Act, 1878 and licence No of , in Form g of the rule under 

the Indian Explosives Act 1881 


Vide footnote to this form on next page 
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Note.— f'a./ (7o/u7)m 2 should show (») balance in stock, (it) fresh receipts with 
descriptive details, such as, the name and address of the firm supplying them and 
(in') day's total issues according to sale book. 

(b) Column 3 to 30— if any dealer has not a licence for any of the classes 
of arms, etc., specified, the unnecessary columns may be omitted. If on the other 
hand, he has a licorice for any other defined species, an appropriate column should be 
added. The dealer’s licence should be kept in the stock book for purposes of reference. 


form B. (Madras Rule 8.) 

Daily sale and issue book of , son of , resident of licensed. to 

manufacture, convert, sell or keep arms, ammunition or military stores according 

XI 


to licence No. 


of 19 , in Form . 


of the rules under the Indian 


Arms Act, 1878, and licence No. 
Indian Explosives Act, 1884. 


XII 

XIII 

XIV ■ ) 

, in Form of the rules under the 

a 


. * Corresponding Forms.— Vide Licence Forms IX to XII attached to the 
Indian Arms Rules, 1924. 
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description 


Othfr weapons. 
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Number of the 
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> 

Implements 

T 

! 

! 

1 

toil 

12 


14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


DESCRIPTION 


1-0 ’*« g 


s 31 

I 'll 




CRo 

- a « 


<2^ 


military 

STORES 


a 3 ; 

^ 3 

n 03 


a a a 
S u V 
3 o 2 

2 si 

®Sb 


•2”^ eS 
O -o "3 


24 j25j2sj27|28| 


Note — ( 1) Details of issues to manufactory for loading, etc , should be entered 
in the appropriate column 

(2) Column 3 — Father e name — need cot bo entered if purchasers pro- 
fession and residence are sufdcieRt for identification Column 3 should always be 
filled up 

(3) Columns 5 <0 35— Xf any dealer has not a licence for any of the 
classes of arms, etc , specified, the necessary columns may be omitted If on the 
other hand, he has a licence for any other defined species, an appropriate column 
should be added 

(4) Column 36 — If the purchase has been made by post or telegram, 
the fact should be noted m the column 
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Form 0. (Madras Rule 9).— Stockbook of firearms in possession of~, son of- 
r^ident of , licenced to manufacture, convert, sell or keep arras under licence No.-of 
19 , in Form No.— of the Rules under the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 


1 

Date 

of 

receipt. 

Descrip- 
tion ; 
of 

arms. 

Maker’s ; 
name 

Number 

of 

arm. 

Mode of acquisition. If by 
sea vessel by which imported 
with date of arrival. If 
supplied by a firm in India, 
name and address of dealer. 

Date 

of 

sale. 

Rexiabks. 

■ 1 

2 

3 

i 

4 

I . 5 . 

6 

i 7 


Form D. (Madras Rule 9). — Register of — , son of — , resident of — , showing stock 
and disposal of arms and ammunition received for sale on commission. 


Receipts. 


Disposals. 



d 


(•S 

1 

i 




Signature of pur- 

-va 

Pi 

• r*« 


Particu- 

d 

! Maker's 

Descrip- 


Purcha- 

chaser and 

d '♦-i 

lars of 

.2 

name 

tion and 


ser’s 

dealer, and if 

b 

d rj 

d ,S 

sender's 


and 

quantity 


name 

purchaser is 


M CO 

■ exemp- 

d 

number 

of 

CO 

and 

licensed,, munber, 

o 

* » 

f-i 0} 

tion or 

O 

o o< 

CO d 

ft ^ 

of the 

am mu- 

O 

address in 

date 

Q) 

a 

Q 

a> 

-a -o 

licence. 

weapon. 

nition. 

Date 

full. 

and form of 
licence. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Maintenance of Arms Licence Registers and the Grant and 
Renewal of Licences in Form XVI. 

13. All District Magistrates, Taluk Magistrates and Deputy 
Tahsildars and Sub-Magistrates in zemindari tracts and station- 
house officers will keep in Form A, decennial registers of licences 
issued under the Arms Act in Form XVI to persons residing in the 
areas with which they are respectively concerned. In the office 
of the District Magistrate a separate register will be maintained for 
each taluk or Deputy Tahsildari. In each taluk register tbe entrios 
will be arranged by police stations and villages, the villages within 
the limits of each police station being arranged in alphabetical, or 
other convenient order. A page or more will be allotted to 
village, as may be found necessary, no village being omitted al- 
though no licensee resides therein. Entries relating to hamlota 
will be placed under the parent village. The page numbers of each 
taluk register will be consecutive throughout the register. An index 
of villages arranged in alphabetical order will be placed at the begin- 
ning of each taluk register. The serial number of the licence wm 
be a fraction of which the number of the page of the register ‘ii 
which it is registered is the numerator and the number of cne iin 
is the denominator, proceeded or followed by a letter indicating n o 
taluk (e.g.^). The entries in the registers maintained subon i- 
dinate offices which will be supplied in the first 
District Magistrate’s office must therefore correapond ^ 

to page, and line to line with the entries in the register nuimta 
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in the District Magistrate’s office The District Magistrate will fix 
dates between the Ist and 15th January for the submission to him of 
each taluk register in the district. Necessary entries will be made in 
the District Magistrate's office in these taluk registers relating to 
all licences renewed or the renewal of which has been refused for 
the year just begun The taluk registei will be returned to the Sub- 
Magistrate with as little delay as piacticable About the Ist of the 
second month of each quarter each station-house officer will take 
or send his register to the Taluk or Deputy Tahsildar’s office, as the 
case may be, have it checked with the register maintained in that 
office, and corrected and brought up to date AU officers of the 
Police Department of and above the rank of Inspector, will inspect 
the police station register at every inspection of the station and see 
that it IS properly maintained 

14. At the end of each register, maintained in the office of a 
District or Taluk Magistrate or Deputy Tahsildar, and at a police 
station, an abstract will be made m Form B showing the numbei 
or weapons of each kind licensed m the taluk or station. A fresh 
abstract will be opened at the beginning of each year by counting 
the licences already granted or renewed for the year by the 1st 
January Whonevor an alteration is made m the body of the re- 
gister, either by reason of the grant of a new licence or the cancella- 
tion of or refusal to renew an old licence, a corresponding entry 
will be made in column 1 of the abstract by quoting the register 
number of the licence, preceded by a + sign m the case of a new 
license and a — sign m the case of a cancellation of or refusal to 
renew a licence, the necessary entries in columns II, III and IV 
of the abstract will bo made whenever a line in column 1st is 
complete— the net total should then be struck in column II of the 
abstract. 

15 Applications for licences may be sent to the District 
Magistrate or to the Taluk Magistrate or the Deputy Tahsildar and 
BuD-Magis'trato m Zaminiari tracts, or to the station-hou=e officers. 
Printed forms of application m the vernacular on impressed stamps 
will be kept for sale to the public. Applications received by the 
district Magistrate direct will be sent to the Taluk Magistrate or 
to the Deputy Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate in Zamindari tracts 
for report Taluk Magistrate and Sub Magistrate m Zamindari 
tracts will forward to the police for report only the applications 
which they receive direct or through their District Magistrate, 
from individuals whose character, status or reputation is unknown 
or doubtful , they will submit all others to the District Magistrate 
direct with their own reports Station-house officers will forward 
tWr reports on applications for new licences to the District Magis- 
trate through the Police Inspector and the Taluk Magistrate or 
the Sub-Magistrate in Zamindari tracts Taluk Magistrate or the 
Sub-Magistrate in Zamindari tracts will see that the correct names 
of the village, hamlet (if necessary) and police station within whose 
limits the village is situated are correctly entered in the application 
before submitting it with his^ report to the District Magistrate. 
Application for renewal of licences should be submitted early 
during the last quarter of the year preceding that for which the 


350 


Local Rules and Orders [Madras.] 


renewal is desired as all weapons for the possession of which 
renewed licences have not been issued by the 1st January must be 
deposited in the police station. Printed forms of application in 
the vernacular on impressed stamps will be kept for sale to the 
public. Rach application should be accompanied by the licence 
and may be sent either to the District Magistrates direct or to one 
of the other officers mentioned * * * Subordinate Magistrates and 
police officers, who may receive such applications, should submit 
them at once without remark (unless some reason for refusing 
renewal is already known to them) to the District Magistrate direct. 

16. District Superintendents of Police will issue instructions 
to their subordinates to report at once any information which may 
indicate that the renewal of any licence is undesirable. About 
the end of September in each year the Superintendent of Police and 
Taliik Magistrate and in Zamindari tracts, Deputy Tahsildars and 
Sub-Magistrates will supply the District Magistrate confidentially 
with any information which would appear to render the renewal of 
any existing licence inexpedient. 


37. Licences will be issued in printed form in the vernacular. 
If the District Magistrate grants, renews, or declines to renew, a 
licence, he should send the licence order to the licensee either — 
(i) through the post, service paid, the nature of the contents being 
clearly noted on the cover in the vernacular (e. g,, “licence for the 
possession of a gun”) ; or (ii) through the Taluk Magistrate, or the 
Deputy Tahsildar and Sub-Magistrate in the Zamindari tracts ; or 
(iii) through the officer in charge of the nearest police station. 


If the District Magistrate, on an application for a new licence, 
refuses to grant the licence, the order of refusal should be forwarded 
to the applicant through the Taluk Magistrate or Sub-Magistrate in 
Zamindari tracts for the information of the officer. If the licence 
pr order sent by post is returned through the Dead Letter office, it 
should be sent out for delivery to the addressee through the local 
Taluk Magistrate or Duputy Tahsildar and Sub-magistrate or the 
officer in charge of the nearest police station. 


18. At the close of each month the District Magistrate will 
forward to the Subordinate Magistrates concerned lists of the 
licences granted, renewed, cancelled or the renewal of which he 
has refused during the month in Forms C and D, Licences renewed 
for the year following that in which the lists in Form C are sent 
need not be shown in the list. Licences the renewal^ of which is 
refused for the following year should be included in the lists in 
Form D, in order that action may be taken to see that the arm 
covered by the licence is not retained illegally by the licensee alter 
the close of the year. If a licence is not renewed, the District 
Magistrate will state in the last column of the list in h orm u, t le 
reason for non-renewal (such as the death of the 
transfer of the weapon by sale, gift or otherwise) and should see 
that the weapon is not retained by any person who is neitner 
exempted from the operation of the Indian Arms Act in respect of 
such weapon nor licensed to possess it. 
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19 Not later than the 15th January of each year the District 
Magistrate will forward to the Superintendent of Police (m Form E) 
lists of licensees who have not applied before the 1st January for 
the renewal of their licences with the request that he will ascertain 
and report the causes of the omission, whether the arras have been 
deposited in the police station, and whether a prosecution has been 
instituted in each case in which the arms were not duly 
deposited in the police station, a separate list will be sent for the 
village in each police station. The list should be returned to the 
District Magistrate’s office not later than the 15th March by the 
District Superintendent of Police with his report and recommenda- 
tion whether the unrenewed licence should be renewed or not 

20. When the Taluk registers are submited to the District 
Magistrate the District Magistrate will have them compared 
with the register maintained in his office, so far as the entries 
relating to the previous year are concerned, and corrected, if 
necessary, before the abstracts in the registers maintained by 
subordinate officers are compared with the abstract of the register 
maintained in the District Magistrate’s office, the figures in the 
latter should be verified by counting the outstanding entries in the 
body of the register The District Magistrate will include m his 
annual report brief remarks regarding the maintenance of these 
registers throughout bis district For this purpose the District 
Superintendent of Police will report annually not later than the 
Ibt February to the District Magistrate of the maintenance of the 
register by station house officers during the previous year 

21. Licensing officers may allow to licence holders the follow- 
ing minimum quantities of ammunition — 

For smooth-bore breech loading guns— 25 loaded cartridges or 1 lt> gunpowder, 
1 box caps, and 25 empty cases. 

For muzzle loading guns— 1 lb gunpowder and 1 box caps, 

Foe cdlfia— Ift oc 1 Ui ipJD.uQwdcr^ 1 box. 00 . 53 ^ axid IQ eni^ty cfl&aa 

For pistols and revoWers— 50 cartridges 

22 The quantity of shot that may be possessed by a licensee 
need not be entered in the licence as under para, 6 of G- O No 1615 
dated the 22nd Nov. 1909, birdshot when possessed in quantities not 
exceeding 1 owt at any one time, is exempt from the operation of 
the Indian Arms Act, 1878. 

23 The following instructions are issued for the guidance of 
District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police in regard to the 
registration of retainers in forms XVT and XIX (present forms XVI 
and XX) of the licence. These restrictions should be strictly observed 


f 


1 


24 See Rules under section 16 ot the Act on page 55 ante 

25 Register for licences in forms XV and XVII [present forms 
XIV and XVnil may be maintained in the appended forms A 1 and 
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A-2. The forms will not be sfcandardised and u . 

local requirements. If Disfcricf- Mao-iof altered to suit 

districts where licences in these tW™. f “ “°venient in 
existing register A orTn Regi^er 1-3 appended "'If f 

For licences in form XVIII fnrP< 5 P,rS^ 

Government attach growing importance a son which the 

A-3 should be opened. This fmm wm k! register in form 

register may be written up during 1915. ^ andardised and new 

m **°!*^® officers under the Arms Act 

or military stores, whSer^ covered^b^ a^JicencroJS 

such circumstances, as to afford just grounds of susaicinn manner or under 

carried by him with intent to use them or that being 

lawful purpose; (2) to take such armr a'mmunUfn., . 

t3) to take without unnecessary delay such parson’s stores from ^him; 

stores before a magistrate (section 12) ■ (4) to di< 3 irm ammunition and military 

out a iiconoo or ia ooatiavoaforb tho te.l o7fi-^ 

U 1 detailed in sections 19 and 20 are cogniz- 

able. (2) The District Magistrate s sanction is requisite to a prose- 
cution under section 19 (f). (section 29). (3) Under section 28 all 
persons are bound to give information of offences under the Act, 
which comes to their knowledge. 

28. _ (1) Persons (whether licenced or not) are forbidden to go 
armed in railway carnages, to fairs, religious processions or other 
public assemblies, unless specially authorised by the officers grant- 
ing the licences. 

29. Responsibility of dealers.-Fide Note (1) to section 22 of the Act, page 73. 

30. (1) A register of licences granted under the Arms Act shall 
be maintained in every station. Rules for its maintenance and the 
grant and renewal of licences are given in para 13 on page 348 a?ife. 
This register will^ be supplied by the District Magistrate. (2) The 
station licence register shall be taken to the Taluk clerk who keeps 
the register. 

31. Disposal of confiscated arms. See note (3j to section 24 of the Act, o,n 
page 74 anie. 


Form A— (Madras Rule 25) 


Village. — 


Register 

Number 

-Number 

Line 

Residence of Licensee 
(Hapilet) 1 

Name. 

Nature of the arms. 

B 

r3 

Hh I 

S 

O 

Fs 

3 

4* 

C9 

;2i 

Date of renewal, grant, cancellation 

OR ORDER REFUSING RENEWAL OP LICENCE 

for the year. 

Remarks snowing dis- 
posal -of weapon if 
license is not renewed. 

Of licensee. 


1 

OJ 

tH 

09 

Oa 

r-t 

09 

• 

1 

o> 

rM 

! ’ i 

09 

t*4 

09 

T-4 

. 

09 

09 

tM 

.05 i 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Jll 

17 
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Nom— In oolamn 5 B.=Hiilo, O.sSmoolh-bora gun, M.=Magaztae, C B = 
Double barrelled S. B -Single barrelled, B L = Breech loading M. L = Muzzle- 
loading percussion cap Ma. L =Jlatoli loclr, F. L =FIint lock, Ke,=Ke!-olrer, P - 
Pistol, B,- Bayonet, S - Sword, D.- Dagger. 


Form A*1, (Rule 24) Police Station — < Village—. 


Register number, 

liine 

Residence of the licensee 
(Hamlet). 

Name 

ARU3, AUMUNITIOM 
OR UILY STORES 
COVERED BY 
LICEKCE 

« 

ja 

O ft 

ft-3 

o.ft 

So 

■s « 

O 
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Date of grant 

OR RENEWAL 

led or not 
umber, and 
agistrate's 
f Weapon. 

Of licensee 

Of his father. 

a 

Q 

ft 

s 

Quantity. 






When licence cancel 
renewed, disposal n 
date of District & 
order and disposal o 


IJ 
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7 

8 
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12 

13 
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FORU A*2, (Rule 2S) Police Station—. Village.— 
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PRODDOTION 
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S d e fl 
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^ M13 O 

Of licensee. 

Of his father. 

Description 
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s 
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o n 

rt2 

Designation of 
the Magistrate 
before whom pro- 
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Form a 3, (Buie 25) ' Folloe Station— VtBage— . 


Register number. 

Line 

Kesidence of licensee (Hamlet). | 

1 Name | 

1 

Name and description 

1 of any member of the 
licensee as fatniiy or 

1 servant residing with 
him and employed to 
watch crops or cattle, 
by whom also the 
arms covered by this 
licence may be used 

Abmsobam 

MOKITION 1 
COVERED BY 1 
LICEKCE j 

Place or tract within which the 
licence is valid 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH THE 
LICENCE IS 
VALID 

When licence cancelled or not 
renewed, disposal number and 
date of District Magistrate's 
order and disposal of weapon 

Of licensee. 

Of his father. 

a 

o 

ft 

n 

Quantity 

From 

o 

1 

1 

1 3 

1 ^ 

5 

1 « 1 M 

8 1 

, « 1 

10 

11 
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FqRM B. (Rule A.)— Abstract of the Number of weapons of the several kinds. 

ino; barrelled; S,- B.— Singie-barrelled ; B. L,— Breech-load- 

ing ; M. L. — Afuzzle-loading percussion-cap. 


fci t.- o 

“So 

-So® 

gp O 

3 . .2 

U 

© •n 

o > 7? 
tflO “ 

-P **-< -a 
CU On 

® M 
xj o 
X5 'X3 

tog ® 

.S §n 
&!z; 2 
o 5 • 

X3 o “tS 
ca (3 W ^ 

-2 1^3 So 

iS-'H ® a 

o 


II 


Granted. 


Rifled 

arms. 




a 

!a 


Smooth-bore 

guns. 


-^.V4 

«pq 

23 pq 

Q cd 


4 5 

I 


10 . 


II 


III 


Granted. 


Rifled 

arms. 


12)1314 


Smooth-bore 

guns. 


TJ » - 
O 'tJ 

=5’ 

© ^ ■ 

M O 
I M 1 - 
, CJ M O 
I 2 I ♦ 

-a fprt 


m 

- 

^ O 


,23 




10 

i 


oi 

•*3 

09 

■/iw 


11 


© 

d 'o 
o , ^ 
5>v' o 
d I ^ 

Wjcc 

is'ia 


14 


IV 


2 

'S 

c3 

a 

M 

■p . 


.2 S 
.-go 

^ ©. 

1w 

'S 


Form 0. [Rule 18] — Proceedings of the District Magistrate of 
No of 19 . 


, dated 


The District Magistrate of I has been pleased to grant licences for 

the year 19 —19 . under the Indian Arms Act to the following individuals 

residing in the — of for the weapons specified against 

Deputy Tahsildari 

their names. 

2 H IC 

2, The - g" 0 -- Magistrate of is reguested to cause the neces- 

s'ary entries to be made in his copy of the register of licences under the Indian Arms" 
Act. The number and date of this order should also be entered in red ink in the 
appropriate column under the heading “Date of renewal, grant, cancellation or 
order refusing renewal.' 

_ j 


Page 

Number. 

Line ] 
Number. 

1 

1 1 
Village 
and , 
Hamlet. 

Licensee’s 

Name. 

. 1 

! Father’s 
j Name, 

Nature 
of the 
arm. 

Number of 
! arms. i 

Police 
Station and 
Circle. 

1 ' 

2 

3 1 

4 1 

I 1 

I 5 i 

• 6 

7 

! 8 


Note. — ( 1) The entries in columns 3, 4, 5, 6 , and 7 above should be neatly copie 
in the appropriate column of the licence Register on the page speoifiea jn column 
and in the line noted in column 2 . - 


(2) In column 6, R.— Rifle, G.— Smooth-bore gun, M.— Magazine, D. B.-^-Double 
barrelled, S. B.— Single barrelled, B. L.— breech-loading, M. 1 1 

cussion cap, Ma. D. — Match-Lock, F. L. — Flint-lock, Re. Revolver, P- > 

Bayonet, S -r-Swnrd, P,— Dagger. — , . . . . 
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Foru D [Buie 18] — Proceedings of the Dutnct Magistrate of dated 

No of 19 

The District Magistrate of has cancelled or refused to renew for 

the year 19 — 19 , the Uceucea issued under the Indian Arms Act to the following 

individuals residing m tho of for the weapons 

Deputy Tahsildati 
spcciSed against their name 


2 The Sab Magistrate of is requsted to cause the word 

‘cancelled to bo neatly written m red ink in tho register of licences issued m form 
XVI against each licence mentioned below immediately after tho last “Renewal 
entry. The entry in the “Remarks’ column below should also be noted after the 
word ‘cancelled” with tho Number and date of this proceeding* A red ink lino 
should also be drawn through the entries m tho register relating to the licence 


Page 

No 

1 

Line 

1 No 

' Village 

1 and 

1 Hamlet 

1 

Licensee a 

1 Name 

Father’s 

Name 

Nature 
of the 
arm 

1 

1 Number 
of arms.l 

Police 

Station 

and 

Circle 

1 Remarks 
( {Reason for 
cancellation 
land disposal 
of weapons) 

1 

3 1 

1 3 

1 1 

S 1 

« i 

7 

8 

1 9 


* EG— Cancelled— Died L 0 Dis No 1 1904’ , ‘ Cancelled— weapon sold Lt 
Ot Dis No 3 1904’ , Cancelled unrenewed L 0 Dis No 3 1904 ’, eto , etc 

—Smooth bore gun M —Magazine, D B — 
B L— Breech loading M L— Muzzle* 
ck, F L— Flintlock, Re— Revolver, P — 


Form E [Rule 19] — L «t of Persons who have not applied for the renewal of 
their licences m Form XVI in Division, Taluk, District 

for the year 19 , on or before the 1st January 19 , 


1 

Name of 
the Village 
and Hamlet 
if any 

Number and 
name of 
Licensee who 
has not ! 

renewed his 
licence 

i 

1 

'S 

o 

*>■ 

1 ^ 

1 525 

a 

o 

a 

9 

Jz; 1 

1 

Police Inspector b 
R eport as to the ' 
cause to the omis* 
Sion or renewal of ' 
license in each ! 
case 

1 

1 * 

« 1 

Order of 
District 
Magis 
trate 

1 ^ 

2 

3 

1 ^ 

5 

6 

7 1 

1 8 


Note — I n column 6 R — Ride, G — Smooth.bora gun, M — Magazine, D B — 
Double barrelled, S B —Single barrelled B L — Breech loading M L — Muzzle load 
mg percussion cap Ma L — Matchlock,? L '^Flintlock Re — Revolver, P — Pistol, 
B —Bayonet, S — Sword, D —Dagger. 








367 


Local Rdlfs and Obdees [Maduas.] 

32. In order to mitigate the inconvenience caused to travel- 
lers entering India by sea by the provisions of section 6 of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, the Government, after consulting the Board 
of Revenue (Separate Revenue), the Collector of Customs, and the 
Commissioner of Police, Madras, are of opinion that the instructions 
of the Collector of Customs issued m his departmental order No 22, 
dated the 16th November 1920, are sufficient for the purpose (G. O 
No. 667, Judicial, dated 23rd September 1921). * 

The following departmental order (o/ the Collector of Customs N'o 22, dated the 
19th November 19S0 ) is issued tentatively m connexion with the procedure to be 
followed m respect of firearms brought by passengers from abroad proceeding to 
destinations up country without the necessary licences for importation or poss- 
ession — 

(1) In cases where there is obviously no doubt about the social standing of the 
iger may be passed on payment of 
me time that ha should obtain the 
13 destination As a safeguard the 
intimation giving all necessary de- 
tails in regard to the arm or arms and the owner thereof should be immediately sent 
by the Customs Collector of the port of importation to the licensing authority for the 
place to which the passenger is proceeding U) In cases however, where the 
Assistant Collector, Preventive Department at Madras, or the Inspector or the 
Customs Collector at an outpost is doubtful as to the propriety of allowing any 
weapon to be removed without a licence the oxistiug procedure viz detention of 
the arm or arms until tho necessary licence is produced, should be followed 

Nbftifcation— Under rule 43 sub rule (4) of the Indian Arms Buies, 1920, tbe 
following procedure shall be adopted m respect of licences to be issued under the 
Indian Arms Act, 1873 — 

Application for licences or duplicates thereof may be made on plain paper or on 
Impressed stamps la the former case tbe applicants shall supply impressed stamps 
of the value equal to the amount of fee leviable in respect of such licences or dupli 
cates In the latter case tbe balance of the fee leviable after deducting from the 
licence fee the value of the stamp on which the application is made, shall be made 
good by non judicial stamps to be supplied by the applicant The stamped paper 
so prefixed to the applications need not contain anything but the signature of the 
applicant 

'^App'lication lorms printed' on 
of Police m tho Madras City 


•(Application for Bup licence ) 

1 • of old licence ? 

2 

3 „ . 

4 Occupation 

5 Description of arms or ammunition required to be possessed 

6 Purpose — 

(a) Is it for protection ? (h) Is it for possession only ? (c) Is it for sport ? 

7 Area which applicant wishes to go armed 

8 If retainers are required — 

(aj Their number, (6) their names, (c) their addresses, 

9 Is the licence required for an old weapon now in deposit, or for a fresh wea- 
pon to be purchased ? 

10 Whether applicant had applied for a licence at any time before, and if so 
With what result ? 

Date Signature of Applicant, 

(Q 0 No 644 Judicial dated the 21 September 1921 ) 
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33. A question has been raised whether under rule 37 (3) bre- 
sent rule 42 (3)] of the Indian Armrs Rules, a licence granted in one 
Qistrict can be Renewed in another district. According to this rule 
every licence may be renewed by the authority who granted that 
licence ; it does not lay down that the licence shall be renewed by 
the very officer who granted it. The Government therefore consider 
that licensing authorities are competent to renew in their districts, 
a licence originally issued in another district by licensing officers 
of his status. (G. 0. hTo. 237 Judl. dated the 21st June 1921). 

34. Application for licences . — vide Note under rule 40, page 117, ante. 

So. Rules under section 16 of the Act, vide page 55, ante. 

36. ■ Malabar District,— wide Note (3) under section 15 of the Act, on page 52 ante. 

37. Bayonets sv/ords and daggers . — vide Note (1) and Schedule II, page 144. 


38. It has been brought to the notice of Government that instances 
are becoming common in which persons leaving the country depo- 
sit their firearms with friends or others without ascertaining whe- 
ther the persons with whom they deposit the arms possess the 
necessary licences or nob and without intimating the fact of such 
transfer of arms to the licensing authorities. It is also reported that 
weapons so deposited are not infrequently used by persons who have 
no licence to use them. To deposit arms except in the manner 
prescribed under the Arms Act constitutes an offence punishable 
under the Act. The Government therefore desire to warn ail licen- 
sees and the general public against such violations of the provisions 
of the Arms Act and Rules. The proper procedure to be followed in 
such cases is for the licensee to deposit his weapons for safe cus- 
tody in a police station or with a licensed dealer, i, e. the holder of a 
licence in Form IX, Form X, Form XI or Form XII of the rules. In 
tha latter case a licence in form XIII, which is issued free of fee, 
should be obtained by the licensed-dealer for the possession of such 
arms. A licensee may also at his option leave his weapons, other 
than pistols and revolvers, with a private person, provided that a 
licence in Form XIV, which is also issued free of fee, is obtained in 
the name of such person. In the case of revolvers and pistols, how- 
ever a fresh licence in Form XVI, should (on payment of the pres- 
cribed fee) be obtained by the person in whose custody they are left. 
The Government trust that the procedure described above will be 
strictly followed in future by all licensees. (Madras G. O. No. 49 
deted the 28th Jan. 1926). 


39. It will be necessary in future to obtain licences from the 
local Government to re-import rifles of '303 and ‘450 bores and pistols 
and revolvers of '441, '455 and intermediate bores ; but it will be left 
to the Customs authorities to give the necessary permission to re- 
import such weapons when the required conditions are satisned. 
The re-importation of such weapons will be permitted only on the 
four conditions specified — {Vide note no. (10) to Rule 7 (im ^ 

referred to in Burma Cir. no, 42 of 1903). (Madras G. 0. Xo. 
dated the 2nd Nov. 1926). 
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Local rules and Orders —Bombay 

1. It should be borne in mind that the mere possession of arms 
other than firearm's, as di«tingui8hed from going armed is not illegal 
except in the places to which section 15 of the Indian Arms 
Act, 1878, has not been extended, (Police Man para 366) For 
the places to which this section has been extended see Note (2) 
to section 15 on page 52 ante 

2 The system followed in the City of Bombay for the verifica- 
tion of sales of arms and ammunition by local dealers has been pres- 
cribed for the Bombay Presidency But the sale of gunpowder and 
percussion caps need not bo recorded m the sale of arras prescribed 
under that system (Police Man para 369 and G O No 5336 dated 
the 9th Sep 1911 No, 367 dated the 18th Jan 1912 and I GsCir Nos 
16118B dated the 27th Oct 1911 and 1971 B dated the 7tli Feb 1912) 
(o) Verification slips of arms sold to person residing in Rangoon 
should be sent to the Commissioner of Police Rangoon when the pur 
chaser resides in Rangoon and to the District Superintendent of 
Police concerned when the purchaser resides elsewhere in the Pro 
Vince As regards Madras the slips should be sent to the Oommis- 
sionor of Police, Madras or the District Magistrates concerned Simi 
lar verification slips sent from Madras and Kangoon will be addressed 
as follows — 

The Commissioocr m 8 nd— la the cnee of purchasers res d ng id 8 nd 

Tho Commissioner of Police Bombay— m tbo case of purchasers residing a the 
Bombay City 

The D strict Supermtendeat of Police cODCcroed— la the case of purchasers 
residing elsewhere m the Prcsideooy iRes No 7019 dated the 1st 
Oct 1912) 

3 Vide Note (7) under section 6 of the Act on page 48 ante 

4 Vide Note (1) under aection 13 of the Act on page 5 ante 

5 Fide Notes (10) and (2) respectively under sections 25 and 30 of the Act 
on pages 78 and 82 

6 Vide Note (4) under section 15 of tbo Act on page 53 ante 

7 Vide Note (10) to section I of the Act on page 40 ante 

8 (9) to 40 ante 

9 (11) to 40 an(« 

10 (12) to 41 o7i(e 

11 No non-cotnmissioned officer, or soldier on discharge 
may be granted a pass to carry any weapon If he has in his poh 
session at the time of his discharge any weapon to which he is law 
fully entitled under the Arms Act he must on taking his discharge 
if his homo IS situated within the limits of British India obtain from 
the Magistrate a licence for the same If his home is situated be 
yond the limits of British India, he must obtain from the Magistrate 
an export licence (Resn 5731, dated the 12th August 1899) 

12 Passes to carry arms and ammunition, under the Indian 
Army Regulations to sepoys and native officers of British Army 
in the Colonies when returning to India have no validity (Res 
No 6108, date the 5th Sept 1894) 

13 A case was brought to the notice of the Government of 
India in which a soldier of the Native Army employed under a Civil 
Department purchased a rifle in British India and obtained, from 
the Officer of the Department under whom he was serving an 
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permt with the object of smuggling the rifle across 
the N. W. Frontier. Para * * ♦ *, A. B. I., permits a Commandin 
Omcer to give passes to soldiers proceeding on furlough from 
regiment. ^ But no other authority is empowered to grant a pass 
to a native soldier any more than to any person, and a 
native soldier serving away from his regiment can only obtain 
authority to possess a gun or rifle by applying to the Magistrate 
for a licence under the Arms Act. For Rules relating to possession 
of arms by Indian officers and soldiers— see A. R. I., Vol IT, App. Ill 
printed as Appendix D to U. P. R. and 0., page 291. 

14. Heads of Departments and the officers serving under them 
should, therefore, note that they have no authority to grant permits 
or passes to their subordinates to carry arms not required by them 
for the execution of their duty and referred to as such in the ex- 
emptions granted under Schedule I ''of the Indian Arms Rules. 
(Bombay No. 7939, dated the 14th Nov. 1895). 

15. An instance having occurred in which a licence granted by 
Government could not be traced on the records of the office of a 
District Superintendent of Police, and apparently the District. 
Magistrate had nothing on his records to show that the con- 
signment covered by that licence ever reached its destination, 
Government ruled as follows : — 

It is in the opinion of Government of the utmost importance that the head of a 
district should know at any time without difficulty the amount of arms and 
ammunition entering his district and whether a consignment teaches its destination. 
If a duplicate copy of the licence were sent to and returned by the District Super- 
intendent of Police under his signature when a consignment reaches the 
consignee, all doubt on this point would be removed. It is possible that similar 
difficulty in checking imports might be experienced as regards other di.stricts, and 
it is desirable tbatan accurate and readily verifiable check should bo kept in future 
on the movement of arms and ammunition. 

16. The control of imports of ammunition into British 
Districts rests primarily with the District Magistrate and ho 
should carefully maintain a register of permits issued and a register 
of licences received. These should be periodically examined and 
compared, and from them the District Magistrate will bo able to 
satisfy himself at any time that the trade is being kept within duo 
bounds. (Resn. No. 4508, dated the 4th July 1-98). 

17. (1) Cases have occured in which officers have sqnt rifles and 
rifle ammunition to be put for public auction and have allowed 
them to be so disposed of to persons not entitled to po.ssess them. 
Severe notice will be taken af any such culpable negligence on the 
part of officers. They are warned of the consequences of disposing 
of arms and ammunition to any person in this country without 
making sure that such person is lawfully entitled to purchase or 

possess the same. . 

(2) A case came to the notice of Government m winch 
a commanding officer presented to his servant, an un-liceusod 
person, a carbine in contravention of section 22 of the Auns 
Act and para. 482 of the Army Regulations, 1008, Vol. U. in cal- 
ling attention of all Civil and Military officors to the case in 


in 
the 
j 


question the Governor in Council trusts that such broachus th 

law will not occur again. (Ro.sn. No. 3069, dated the 2nd May 
?ind Cir. No. 4773, dated the 10th Aug, 1010). 


fcD cJ 
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18. All officers of Government whoso duty it may be to 
conduct sales of arms should satisfy themselves before the con* 
firraation of the sales, by a reference to the District Magistrates, 
that the purchasers are entitled to possess such arms , and auc- 
tioneers should bo warned against selling arms and ammunition to 
persons not legally entitled to possess them. The duties of licensed 
vendors and private individuals in this respect are laid down in 
section 5 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, and the attention of all 
heads of offices is drawn to tho provisions of the law. (Giro No. 2823, 
dated the 2nd May 1901). 

19. ^ Railway companies cannot be permitted to sell arms and 
ammunition under any circumstances Section 28 of the Arms 
Act requires them in certain cases to give information to the Pohee. 
When any arms or ammunition are left m a railway carnage the 
Company may properly keep them for a reasonable time, to enable 
them to be claimed, but section 22 of the Act makes the Company 
legally responsible for delivering them to any person without 
previously ascertaining that such person is legally authorised to 
possess them. Unclaimed arms and ammunition should be made 
over to the police with a view to the orders of the Magistrate being 
taken under section 523 of the Crmi Pro Code Government can 
not under any circumstances admit their liability to the Company 
for any costs incurred m connection with such property Tho sale 
proceeds of such arms and ammunition should be made over to the 
Railway Administration concerned, after deducting the cost, if any, 
in selhng the articles, (Resns. Ko. 6314. dated the 3rd Nov 1886 
and No. 5153, dated the 7th Sep. 1911). See also Notes (8) and (10) to 
sec 5 of the Act on page 48. 

20. The Customs authorities at Madras, Bombay, Calcutta 
and Rangoon should examine carefully all consignments from 
Hongkong and communicate at once with the Commissioner of 
Police, in the event of any arms or ammunition being discovered — 
If the case appears to the Commissioner of Police not to be one 
connected with the trade above referred to, and not to be of a serious 
nature, the existing procedure should be followed, viz, notice 
should be issued by the Collector of Customs to the consignee to 
show cause why the consignment should not be confiscated, but the 
Commissioner of Police should also communicate with the Police 
of the district of the addressee The final action of the Collector 
of Customs should be determined in communication with the Com- 
missioner of Police If, however, the case appears to the Commis- 
sioner of Police to be connected with the trade or to be of a serious 
nature the goods should be allowed to reach their destination 
without any warning being given to the consignee or his agent , 
information being sent at the same time to the local Police of the 
district of the addresses so as to give them the opportunity of 
prosecuting under tho Arms Act. In this way it should be possible 
to bring home the offence to the consignee, if he has contravened 
the provisions of that Act and the Rules made under it. The con 
duct of cases in which an offence appears to have been committed 
m India should be undertaken by the Police (Resn. No 7573 
dated the 6th Nov 1900) 

46 
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21. Suitable arrangements should be made by the District 
Magistrates for the marking and numbering of all licensed guns 
which do not bear the niark, name and legibly stamped number 
thereon. The cost of the necessary tools should be met by a re- 
appropriation of funds the previous sanction of Government being 
applied in each case. The Registers at present mentioned for 
licensed guns should be in the prescribed standard forms. (Bombay 
No. 3231 dated the 20 May 1901). 

Note— Police officer* should make it a duty to see that the conditions printed 
on back of all lioenoes, they are empowered to examine, -are observed by the licence 
holder. (Bombay No 59.52 dated the 31st August, 1900). 

22. Exemption of overseer or village postman , — Vide Note (7) to section 1 of 
the Aot, on page 40 ante. 

23. It is notified, for the information of the officers concerned, 
that the annual publication of the revised list of persons exempted 
under [present] clause (2) (n) and (6) (6) from the operation of certain 
sections of the Act will be discontinued These lists will, 'in future, 
be published quinquennially, but in the interyal such additions to, 
or erasures in, the existing list as may be recommended specially, 
will, if approved, be separately notified. (Bombay No. 8805 dated 
the 4th Dec. 1899.) 

24. All recommendations for exemptions under the Arms 
Act and all proposals for any alterations rendered necessary by 
deaths, misconduct or other causes in the list of persons exempted 
from the operation of the Act should in future be submitted so as 
to reach Government by the end of June in each year. The 
recommendations should be collected in the Commissioner’s offices, 
and divisional reports with the Commissioner’s recommendation 
submitted by the date fixed. (Bombay No. 4936 dated the 17th July 
1900 and No. 1142 dated the 18th Feb. 1901). 

25. Soldiers of the Imperial Service Troops, proceeding on 
furlough are not exempt from the operation of the Arms Act, but 
in the case of pensioned non-commissioned officers of the troops 
the Government of India desire that the executive orders already 
issued in favour of their exemption should continue to apply to 
those who have already taken their pension or who may hereiAer 
do so. (Bombay No. 3971 dated the 14th July 1909). 

26. Persons who may be in illicit possession of arms and 
ammunition which are the property of Government should be 
prosecuted under the provisions of the Arms Act. 

(a) To prove that such arms and ammunition are the property 
of the State all Government arms and small arms and machine gun 
ammunition whether manufactured in England or in India will be 
stamped with a recognisable Government mark. Similarly Governnient 
arms which have been sold or given away will be "suitably marked 
so as to show that they have ceased to be the property or 
Government. (Bombay No. 4723 dated the 1st July 1896.) 

(b) On the method of showing the marks on Government sjnall 
arms and machine gun ammunition, see Resn. No. 5110 dated the 
6th Aug. 1909. {Vide also Note (3) to Rule 33, page 107 ante). 
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27 Giffard carbonic acid gunst Vide Koto (56) to section 4 of the Act, 
page 46 anto, 

38 Amorcfti Fide Koto (57) to section 4 of tbe Aot, page 46, ante 

29 With reference to clause 2 id) of Schedule I, it has been 
ruled that Police escorts of marriage parties of a Kative State are 
not to be considered as “travelling on duty” in British Territory, 
(Bombay No. 6253 dated tho 2ad Sept. 1896). 

30 In cases where armed travellers from the Hyderabad State 
are proceeding direct, either to Bombay or to some station on the 
external frontier of India, a licence granted by the Besident at 
Hyderabad shall cover the entire journey to the point of departure 
from British territory 

31. With regard to present clause (2) (c) of Schedule I, tho 
number of retainers exempted has been fixed for Rewa Kantha. 
(Bombay No 261, dated the 12th Jan 1893) The Political Agent 
proposes to fix tho retinues for whom exemption may be granted. 
His scale is reasonable and may be sanctioned, but it appears to 
Government that in each case a written permission should be 
accorded, since otherwise British officers who have to enforce the 
Arms Act in British territory will not know whether the persons 
claiming the exemption are entitled to it 

List showiQg tbe oames of RuUog Chiefs m the Rowa Saatba Agency 


No 

States and 
Talukas 

Name of Chief 

Number 
of re 
tamers 


1 

Raipipla 

.. 

20 


2 

Cbbota Udepur 

* * 

10 


3 

Devgad Bariya 

1, •• 

10 


4 

Lunavada 

XCIE i 

ID ' 


5 

Balasinor 


10 


6 

Suntli ' 


10 


7 



1 5 


8 

Sanieh 


5 


9 



5 


10 

TJmetba 


1 4 


11 1 

Mandva 


4 


12 ' 

Sihora 

■ I 

4 


13 ' 

Cbbahar 


2 


14 

Uebad 


2 


15 

Nasvadl 

• » • 

2 


16 ' 

Sanor 

, 

2 


17 

Vipur Vasan 


2 



32 OfficiaU of Native States m the Bewa Kantha and Mahi 
Kantha Agencies passing through Briti'^h India on duty are exempt 
from the ordmary prohibitions under the Arms Act, but some 
indication of their office and of the fact that they are passing 
through British territory on duty is necessary in order that the 
British officials may be able to give them the benefit of the exemp- 
tion. This may be provided by a certificate to be furnished by the 
Barbara to the officials in question But a proper check must be 
maintained by Political Agents upon the issue of such certificates, 
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With this view they should be written on Government standard 
torms, copies of which should be supplied by the Political Agent 
to the Darbars as may be necessary. The Darbars should send 
copies of all certificates as soon as issued to the respective Political 
Agents, and include in one and the same certificate all the officials 
who may be travelling together on the same duty. (Bombay No. 
1447 dated the 2nd March 1895,) 

Note.— ( 1) The above system has been extended to the Palanpur Agency by 
Resn. No. 1401 dated the 6th March 1907. (2) For exemption of officials of the 
Native States in the Kolhapur and Southern Maratha Country Agency see Resn. 
No. 1383 dated the 20th Feb. 1907. 

33. Rules for the guidance of police officers in regard to 
licences under the Arms Act : — 

(а) Every person to whom a licence to manufacture or sell arms ammunition 
or military stores has been granted shall keep an account of all stock, and of all sales 
of arms, ammunition or military stores, in the form (annexed) : — (6) In the Presi- 
dency town an Inspector specially appointed for the purpose shall visit and inspect 
the shop, stock and accounts of every licensed manufacturer or vendor, and compare 
carefully the accounts with the stock in hand, at least once every month. He should 
report the result of every inspection to the Commissioner of Police, and will bo held 
responsible for bringing to notice every breach of law or rule, and every irregularity 
which may occur, (c) In other places Inspectors of Police shall visit and inspect 
the shop, stock and accounts of every licensed manufacturer or vendor within their 
respective charges, and compare carefully the accounts with the stock in hand at 
least once every six mouths. The results of such inspections shall be at once re- 
ported to the District Magistrates through the Superintendent of Police, and the 
Inspectors will be held responsible for bringing to notice every breach of law, or 
rule or irregularity which may occur. — (d) Every Magistrate in revenue charge of 
talukas, and every Superintendent of Police or Assistant Superintendent of Police 
shall visit and inspect the shop, stock and accounts of every licensed manufacturer 
or vendor within their respective charges at least, once a year, and report the 
result to the District Magistrate. — (e) The date of every inspection above prescribed 
shall be noted in the account-book of the licensed manufacturer or vendor, and 
authenticated with the signature of the officer making the inspections. 

(2) Police Patels are hereby empowered under section 13 of the Aot to disarm a 
a person going armed without a licence, but the arm of which a person is dispossessed 
should he forthwith sent with a report to the nearest Police station. {Vide also 
Note (1) to section 13 of the Act, page 51). 

(3) and (4) — Power to confiscate. — ^Included as Note (3) to section 24 of the Act, . 
page 74. 

(5) Rewards.— Included as Note (2) to section 28 of the Act, page 79. 

(б) (a) Registers of licences of all kinds granted by the Com- 
missioner of Police, Bombay, the District Magistrates a^ oth^ 
officers empowered to gr.ant licences shall be kept by those officei-s, 

(b) All licenses to go armed or to possess arms and ammunition 
should be sent to the parties for whom they are_ int^ded through 
the Chief Constables, who should keep in their offices accurate 
registers of all the licenses granted to persons within their respec- 
tive charges. 

(7) Superintendents of Police must pay particular attention to 
the important duties under the Arms^ Act assigned to_ 
Government, and always report in their diaries their visi s ^ 
inspections of the shops, etc., of every licensed manufacturer, -ecc, 
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(8) Persons punishable un^or section 19 (f) are not to be arrest- 
ed by the Police without previous sanction of the District Magistrate 

(9) 32. Repairing of arms^lDcluded as note (6) to section 5, page 47 

(10) "When persona lawfully entitle to possess arms, etc , under 
Schedule I, send orders on licensed dealers at a distance for arms, 
or ammunition, the tr^sport to them of reasonable quantities for 
their own use by such licensed dealers is covered by the permission 
provided for in the rules issued under the Arms Act on the ground 
that the licensed dealers may, for the purposes of such transport, 
be regarded as the agents of the purchasers and, therefore, no 
licence for Such transport is required. At the same time it is proper 
that the immunity from licence of the arms and ammunition so trans- 
ported should be certified by a responsible officer, and the Governor 
in Council therefore approves of the practice of the Commissioner 
of Police, in issuing for the purpose certificates without fee certify- 
ing that the arms and ammunition were for the use of a person 
duly entitled to possess and transport them. It will be noticed 
that this rule deals with transport only, and that where export to 
foreign territory as to Hyderabad, or transport and export as from 
Poona across Kolhapur to Ratnagiri are involved, the licence of 
the Secretary to the Government, Political Department, required 
by the rules is needed. 

(11) But the following procedure should be observed 

In cases to which section 29 of tbs Act does not apply, a search m 
respect of an oETcncc under section 19 (/} may bo mads by warrant is, established 
by the ease at Indian Law Reports, 8 C 473,— [Teghn Singh— Vide Note (64) 
on page 69] But when seLtion 29 of the Act does apply, as no proceeding 
can bo instituted outside the Presidency towns without tbs prerious sane 
tlon of the Magistrate of tho District, >t seems evident that no arrest can 
bo made prior to such sanction being given for section 30 of the Act 
contemplates searches as being made in the courf»o of proceedings instituted, 
and it can hardly be suppesed that this provision was intended only to apply to 


action, even by the Police, in the course of v._ 

34. Press Note piibhuhed by the Qovt of Bombay — No 926S dated 
the Srd November 1919, In March last the Government of India 
announced the changes which will be introduced in the working 
of the Arms Act from the 1st January 1920. The general effect of 
that announcement is that, subject to some exceptions limited to 
particular areas, details of which will be announced later, all arms 
in the Bombay Presidency (other than firearms) and also firearms 
of an obsolete character possessing a purely antiquarian value will be 
exempted from all prohibitions and directions contained in the Act 
All existing exemptions m regard to the possession and bear- 
ing of firearms other than those of obsolete character will be gene- 
rally withdrawn from the same date The following persons or 
classes of persons in the Bombay Presidency will, however, continue 
to enjoy their present privilege subject to the same restrictions m 
respect of tho number and description of weapons as at present and 
to the further condition that they may be required to register the 
firearms possessed by them^ — 
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(1) His Lxcollency the Govornor. Members of the Executive Council of the 
S qfn Puisne Judges of the High Court, the Commissioner 

m ^ ^ Additional Judicial Commissioner of 

Sind. (2| (a) Every Ruling Prince or Chief, (b) Such members of the families of 
Ruling Princes or Chiefs and such nobles, officials, or accredited agents of a State 
m India as may bo designated by the Local Government or Political Officer con- 
cerned, on the occasion of his or their entering, passing through, or residing in British 
India with his or their retinues to such numbers as may in each case be agreed to 
by the Political Officer concerned, under the special or general orders of— (i) The 
Government of India, (ii) Tho local Governments in respect of Ruling Princes or 
Chiefs whoso political relations are with those Governments, respectively (3) Every 
Maharaja, Raja or Nawab whose title has been conferred or recognised by Govern- 
ment and every Peer, Baronet, Knight Bachelor and Knight of any Order established 
by the Crown. (1) Every Consul and Consular Agent. (5) The First Class Sardars 
of the Deccan and Southern Maratha Country State, the First Class Sardars of 
Gujrat, and such number of their retainers as the Government of Bombay may 
designate (6) Such members of tho Tulpur family and Jaghirdars and Zamindars 
in Sind as the Government of Bombay may designate. (7) Every officer holding 
a commission from His Majesty tho King-Emperor (whether in Staff, Departmental 
or Regimental employ) or of tho Indian Land Forces, every person who has been 
registered under the Registration Ordinance of 1917. and every warrant -officer or 
Staff Sergeant of a British Unit of the Army (including Staff Sergeant or warrant 
officer who is an instructor of an Indian Defence Force Corps). Exemption to these 
classes of persons is, however, limited to a single barrel rifle of '303 bore required for 
match shooting purposes and is subject to certain further restrictions. 


(3) It was also announced by the Government of India that to 
persons of approved character and status licence for the possession 
of rifles (other than those of prohibited bores) and smooth bores 
would ordinarily be issued on application and without previous 
enquiry, and that the Local Governments would prescribe for each 
province the qualifications entitling- any person to this privilege. 
The Government of Bombay have now approved of the’ 
following list of persons or classes of persons who will enjoy the 
privilege : 


1 Members of any Order established by the Crown, and possessor of a title 
conferred or recognised by the Government of India or of the Kaiser-i Hind Medal 
or the King’s Police Medal or a certificate of honour. 2. Members, past or present, 
off the Indian or a Provincial Legislative Council, and persons included in the list 
of Provincial Darbaris. 3. Second and third class Sardars of the Deccan, Second 
Class Sardars of Gujrat, Mehwasi Chiefs of Khandesh, and Members of the Talpur 
family in Sind, who do not enjoy the privilege of exemption. 4. Members of a 
Municipal Board or Committee, 5. Persons exempted from personal appearance 
in Civil Courts. 6. The holder for the time being of the office of Diwan of Idar in 
the Mahi Kantha Agency, or of Private Secretary to His Highness the Maharaja 
of Idar. 7. Every duly accredited 'V'akil or Agent of any Native State in India. 
8., All Magistrates including Honorary Magistrates. 9. Justices of the Peace. 
10, Commissioned or Gazetted Officers of His Majesty’s Military or Naval Forces or 
His Majesty’s Imperial Military Service or of the Indian Defence Force,Commissioned 
Indian Officers of the Imperial Service Troops in active service, Members of the- to- 
perial Cadet Corps and warrant or non-commissioned officers in the service pf His 
Majesty. ,11- Government officers in receipt of more than Rs. 100 per month. 13. Pen- 
sioned officers of Government who before retirement were by virtue of their official 
position included in any of the classes described in 10 or 11 above. 13 Persons 

paying not less than Rs. 250 per annum as land-revenue or- in road and public works 

cesses. 14 Persons paying income-tax on an income of not less than Rs. 3,uuu lor 
a period of three years. 

(4). Licences for revolvers and pistols will be issued only in 
cases of real necessity and to pei’sons-of approved character. 


(5) Licences in -form XV, z. e., for mere possession, will be 
issued free of all fee. Licence in form XVI, e. e., for possession and 
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going armed, will be issued on payment of a fee of Bs. 10 for each 
revolver or pistol, Rs. 5 for every other breech-loading weapon and 
8 annas for each muzzle-loader payable annually, 

(6) Licences will be granted, if so desired, for an extended 
period of throe years on a compounded fee 8\ibject to the existing 
conditions regarding the report of loss and transfer of the weapon 
and subject further to the proviso that the local authorities shall 
have the right to enquire whether the weapon for which a licence 
has been granted is still in possession of the licence holder. The 
compounded fee for three years will be three times the fee for one 
year. 

(7) Licence other than those for the protection of crops or 
cattle issued in the Bombay Presidency will be valid throughout 
British India, except Burma, Assam and the North-West Frontier 
Province, subject to any restrictions that may be imposed by the 
Local Government in regard to any particular Province. 

(8) Application for licences should be made in the City of 
Bombay to the Commissioner of Police and elsewhere to the Dis- 
trict Magistrate of the district in which the applicant resides. 

(9) Arms, ammunition and military stores, the possession of 
which becomes unlawful from the Isfc January 1920 and which are 
not covered by a licence should, in accordance with section 16 of 
the Arms Act as amended by the Indian Arms (Amendment) Act 
(XX of 1919', bo deposited at the nearest police station or, at the 
option of the possessor and subject to any conditions which may 
hereafter be prescribed by the Government of Bombay, with a 
licensed dealer. 

(10) The penalty for the posseseion, without a licence, of arms, 
ammunition or military stores for which a licence is required is 
imprisonment for a term which may^extend to thieo 5 ears or fine 
or both. 

Accompaniment to Qovt> Re3n.(Judl Dept.) Ho. 8763, dated the 15th Oct 1919, 
. • ' " ‘iicea for the posseasion and bearing 

. > : . , . smooth boros will ordinarily be 


Crown, and possessors of a 
>r of the RaUei'i-Hind Medal 
2. Members, past or present, 

I persons included in the list 
ardars of the Deccan, second 
, and Members of the Talpur 
'Mir'* in virtue of the orders 
uary 1898, who do not enjoy 
,ipal Board or Committee. 5. 

II Courts (G. R.., J . D . No. 
e time being of the office of 
vato Secretary to His Highness 
il or agent of any Native State 

'* agistrates. 9. Justices of the 
Majesty's Military or Naval 
of the Indian Defence Yoroe, 
■vice troops in active service, 
on comniissloried officer in the 
receipt of mpre than Rs. lOft 
eluding officers subordinate to 
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ii 


tho Orimiaal Investigation .Rnrfii 

Agricultural Departments as are copM*M ^ the HMd ofithe io xi 

arms for tho protection of their “Of 
Pensioned officora of Government ^ 

official position included in any <E» - oiaeeee detoriWd 

Persons paying not less than Rs. 2 P“, onouio /ae. hUBd::rey«kOi^ ;:M 

public work cesses. 15. Persons p*^^ “ inooB^ ' ^f 

Rs. 3,000 for a period of throe yoarsf 
Boards. (G. O. No. 1320, dated ®*|^ .WMK ' 17. ; 

entire village. 18. luamdars whor*[® “ » * fhow; worth :Bdt'.;le^ ;Ite.';« 
per annum 19. Inamdars who owL^J®*® ““o “••■•oo oljiot loe»'thett.Bi.-,l^ 
annum. (G. 0.. J. D.. No. GG73, daN *H1®**» 1®*®)- # V;.- 

35. Registration of firearms 1/7 ' p«noB0. FMo KotO (7), Soho&lo i) 

page 128 ante. j : . 

36. Maharao pralab sinharao' ®/i2* ^5^^***. ®h<>aal« pi Satara, ] Ti* Hott 

(8) and (10) under Sohodulo I, page^ ,•* •®“ r®®* : . . j- a ? ■, ^ 

37. Arras, etc. excluded.— *9 ^haduto II,>agM 144-^ 

33. Rules under section 16 of Aet.~r<ci* section 16 of the let, 1^0 56.^1^ 

of licence Form XYI the; Coxnmisdone] 
11 Pietrict MagUtrates; in the PpmlMti 

Prosidoncy are eitipowere'®^ ■ cn®ccl cohihtii^ 8. of. ^e. said :^nd^ 
tions in all licences grantee? ^ 

Auxiliary Force, India, 0 ^ 5 ^ %^pdian ^ 
bay No- 9791, dated the ISt^ 19*0). , •, ^ 'V > 

40. All fees payable linder mle [46 or 471. shall W>paid.eithei 
by means of impressed sta®P or in caeh. (Bombay 
the 9th. March 1931). :. > , ; ' v ,■ -.r ' r^' 

Rules regulating fhe procedure Jo bo followed ^ 


39. Under condition 9 
of Police, Bombay, and 




41. 


are brought by traveller^ their own 

^‘‘^®Tho Collector of Customs w ondet section 6 .of the Jndian Atm 
(XI of 1878), detain all firearms M corer^ by licences prodneed *>7 «>9 ^ 

Ho may likewise, if there arolf«®«>““We grounds for susplcion^^ 
section, detain firearms ostonsf^ under ^opw ««‘*‘®ri4y. . 5. _,Wh^ 

arms are detained under Rule I. | J®®®*?* *® **•? ®»®®/ J” 

particulars of the weapon ; whoif;®?®*®*"’®/’ A?® S 

ment for orders under section 6 f *j»® A®*'* ij? Tto 

apply for a possession liconc^ «‘‘“8 «®®*pV 

ComLssioner of Police, Bombay* o’- -‘he. District Magisteate. Karachi, if :he. i« 


Tn the cltv o7 Bo>ay ®f *“ ‘he district of Karachi; . If he. is goi« 
to relide elseXeJe ho win ap^y. *® the- Commissioner of Police. Bo^ay; or- the 
niQtrif't M-iuiqtrate Karachi fn^ a journey to his place of ;reaidenoe, 5. The lioBDsmg 

application inspecting the weapon, -if H wfahM, 

rim Stems o& 6 0“ ^®®®iP‘ *1>® it is granted.:^the ^ 

liii iSaat it afthe C^^ ^ce.- and take receipt of his weapon. 7./ W|^ 

will present it at tne Oustoms ^et a journey lidenoe from the Commissioner, 

S pS^’^B^ombay ^orthe^^Distri^* Magistrate; Karachi, he - will- after '»“h^ ,;h»: 
of Police, Bombay, or tne Magistrate; for a pdssessiomrlioence :,^ 

On receipt ' of ; the- licence he ; will . forward; ft 

^ BStbms-OoHwtor rW 
and . to rforwjard ft. 


SW ‘ .WIIA- aiwi ,-i.wawMu«e .t—TT 

oiirmiuo, -7 -‘Tatrlot ’Magistrate;^ a possession-flioehce (for -thO; 

destination apply to the local receipt 'Of:the- licence he ’adU: forward' ft, 

weapon, filing his Customs rec^‘P‘ '^ent-recognteed by the Customs, OoBeotorite 

\ tn^^ake deHve^ of°the^P**P°"» from the Customs' Office, and ; to rforwiw^^ 
Bombay authorities shall deliver up the . weapon'to 

to him at bis expense. The Oh^. owner's^ licence' and-the letter; of- authority. 

laf ‘W- 

Poll, dated the 2-ith June 198l).\ :_ , v ; ■. .. ■ 

±9 Tr. fntnrfl a unif®'™ • ‘®suihg .ams ;hc«npM: m 

{Bombay No. B02, Poll. . X ; ^ 
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43. Licensing officer should be informed that a machine for 
loading empty cartridge cases is “ammunition” within the meaning 
of section 4 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 Possession of such a 
machine therefore, requires a licence or a special mention of it m a 
licence to possess arms. {Bomhay No 898 Poll dated the 1st 
Auqust 1021). 

44. The District Magistrate of Ahmedabad should be informed 
that the “manufacture" of cartridges for their own use by holders of 
licences to possess and carry arms does not require a separate 
licence to manufacture The materials used for making the cart 
ridges and also instruments to make them are "ammunition within 
the meaning of section 4 of the Arms Act, and are, therefore, re 
qmred to be shown in the licence to possess {Vide also Resn 
No 898 Poll , dated the 1st August 1921, above) [Bombau ho. 1025, 
Poll y dated the 22nd August 1921) 

43 The Commissioner in Smd should be informed that exemp- 
tion granted under Schedule I of the Indian Arms Rules, 1920, as 
restricted by any orders issued by the local Government in exercise 
of the powers vested in it arc not cumulative and that, in any indi- 
vidual case, exemption should bo limited to the maximum quantity 
of arms and ammunition to which an exomptee is entitled under 
any single entry in the Schedule {Bombay No lOOOy Poll , dated 
the 37th August 1921). 

46. In supersession of the orders contained in Governnieni* 
Order No. 1098 A , Poll., dated the 1st Sept 1921, the Governor 
in Council is pleased to direct that holders of licences for rifles 
other than rifles of *22 bore, revolvers or pistols in Forms XVI, 
XVIII, or XIX appended to the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, ^Jiall 
not possess at any time ammunition m excess of the maxima shown 
below. 

Rifles other than rifles of 23 above 100 cartridges for each weap on 

pistols or revolvers 50 ditto 

{Bombay No 254Sy Poll , dated the 2nd December 1924) 

47. Under condition 7 of the conditions attached to Licence 
Forms IX, X, XI and XII appended to the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, the Government of Bombay directs that the licensees shall give 
information of all firearms and ammunition for shot guns, rifle'!, 
pistols and revolvers sold by them to licensed or exempted persons 
Within a week after the sale in the form subjoined bsiow, to the 
District Magistrate of the district m which the purchasers reside, 
or to the Oomr of Police, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras or Rangoon 
if the purchasers reside in Bombay, Calcutta, Madras or Rangoon ■ 


FORM —Report of sales of orios and ammumtion 




Number apd full des 

Quantity and full descrip 



ciipiton of firearms 

tion* of ammunition sold 

1 ! 

purebaoer 

2 1 

sold (locludiDg bore) j 
’ 1 

(including bore) 

4 


*(Notn— R o 2268 dated the 11 Oct 192?) 


47 
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t n oxoroiso of tho powcra conferred on the Local Government, by condition 2 
0 ho conditions attached to licouces in Forms IX. X. XI and XU and condUion 3 
of those m form XIII ju faohedulo Vllf. appended to tho Indian Arms Eules, 1924 
tliQ Governor in Council is pleased to direct that the licensees shall maintain 
rcRistors of all arms, ammunition and military stores in stock, and of all sales in 
the form appended hereto. 


SALE 

STOCK 

SscriOH 17-0. OF ACT, XI OF 1878 AND CONDITION 2 IN FORMS IX, X, XI AND XII 
A.SD CONDITION 3 OF FORM XIII IN SCHEDULE VIII, APPENDED 
TO THE Indian arms Rules, 1924 


Rcoi-^tcr of Ann^, Amiiiunition Sold 

and .)filitu)'u Sturt-i j Imported, Manufactured, Converted and Purchased. 



(Roinbiiy Notii. No. 1237, Poll., dated the 20th July 1925.) 


[Looal Rules and Orders— Central Provinces and Berar.] 

3, Powers under the Indian Arms Act. — 

(o) Vide Note (7) to section 6 of tho Act, page 49, -mte. 

(b) ,, „ (1) ,, „ 13 „ „ «> 51, „ 

(c) ,, „ (6) ,. „ 25 ,, „ ,, 78, „ 

(d) „ .. (3) „ 30 „ „ .. 82. „ 

2. Rules under section 16 of tho Act are reproduced ou page 58, ante. 

3. Vide Notes to section 6,13,25, and 30 of the Act, page 49, 51, 78 and 82. 

4. Berar Rules under s. 16 of the Act are similar to the C. P. Rules, Vide p. 60. 

5. Arms, ammunition of exemptees, — Vide Note (33) to Schedule I, pages 138 to 

140, ante. • ^ n , j i t 

6. Arms and ammunition of exempted zamindars, Vide Note (34) to c e u e . 

pages 138-39, ante. c u j tt 

7. Swords, sword-sticks and daggers,— Ftde Note (21) to Sche u 
page 148, ante. 

8*. Bayonets,— Fide Note (22) to Schedule II, page 149, ante. 

9. Sulphur „ (23) to 149, „ 

10. Firearms of exemptees, — Vide as Note (33) to Sch. 1, p. 138 aiiie. 
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11. Under rule 28 (4) of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, Sub- 
Inspectors of Police are authorised — (a) to enter and inspect any 
premises in 'which arms, ammunition or military stores are manu- 
factured, converted, sold or kept for sale, and (b) examine the stock 
and accounts of receipts and sales of arms, ammunition or military 
stores. (Notn No. 481.-A. SOl.-VI, dated the 10th Sep 1924) 


12 Under condition 10 of the licence Form XVI, of Schedule 
VllI of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, the licences in Form XVI 
granted under rule 33 for the possession of arms and ammunition 
and for going armed for the purposes of sport, protection or display, 
shall bo subject to the observance of the close seasons in respect 
of the game birds and animals set forth below — 


Name 

1 Sand grouse 

2 Pimtod partridge 

3 Grey partridge 

4 Pea hen 

5 Jungle hen 

6 Spur fowl 

7 Bush quail 

8 Comb duck 

9 Spotted billed^duck 
10 Painted soipo 

U Ram quail 

12 Bustard quad 

13 Bustard 

14 Lik florikan 

15 Cottou teal 

16 Whistling teal 

17 Herons 

18 Bgrets 

19 Kingfishers 

20 Rollers 

Deer and Antelope other than 

1 Does, binds and favins 

2 Immature stags and bucks 

3 Hornless stags 

4 Stags With horns in velvet 

Sison and Buffalo 
1 Cows and calves 


Closo time 

Ist Fobruarj to 30th June 


1 1st April to Slst October 


I Isi May to 30tb November 
i 


I Whole year. 

I 

I 

J 


Police Dept Notn No 463 506 dated llth Sept 1924 is hereby cancelled 
(0 P,C S No 4 dated 27th January, 1926 ) 

2 The above close tune will not apply — 

(a) in the Jubbulpur, Saugor and Damob districts so far as it relates to does of 
black buck until further orders, (b) lo respect of barasinga hinds in the Bunjar 
Reserve of the Mandla district for such periods in favour of such persons and m 
respect of such number of animals as the Commissioner of the Division in coasulta 
tion with the Censervator of Forests may decide (Notn No 97 dated the 
26th Feb 1914) 

« 3 Until further notice throughout the Chanda district and throughout the 

Baloda Bawr tahsd of the Raipur district, close time for wild buffaloes rill be 
observed for the whole year Judl, Dept Notn No 386 dated the 25th Feb 1914, 
is hereby cancelled (Notn No 78 dated the 2nd Feb 1915) 

13 Under rule 36 of the Indian Arms Rule*, 1924, all Sub- 
Divisional Magistrates are empowered to grant licences m Form 
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NofcnVNo, 

A^'^'ifiTvr 1921, is hereby cancelled. (Notn. No,' 

4:dd-46o-VX'dafced the 2ist Aug. 1924). 

Under sub-nile (3) of rule 42 of the Indian Arras Eules, 
Commissioners are empowered to renew licences in Forms XI 
and XII in the case of those licensees who reside or carry on 
division. Notn. No. 109-68-VL dated the 22nd Feb, 
1922, IS hereby cancelled. (Notn. No. 435-465-VI dated the 2lst Aug. 
1 934 /, 


Under sub-rule (4) of rule 46 of the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, the amount of fee of Rs, 5 and Rs 10 is reduced to one anna 
only, payable in respect of the grant or renewal of a licence in 
Forms HI and VII under rules 10 (1) and 24, respectively, of the 
said rules for the import and transport of sulphur in reasonable 
quantities required in good faith for medicinal, agricultural, manu- 
facturing or industrial purposes other than the manufacture of 
ammunition. Notn. No. 153-2-D-V. dated the 23rd April 1920. is 
hereby cancelled. (Notn. No, 437-465-VI, dated the 21st Aug. 1924). 

16. Under entry 7 of Schedule VII of the Indian Arms Rules, 
1924, the following Government servants are permitted to possess 
arras for the adequate discharge of their duty, to the extent 
specified below : — 


Designation of officer. 

No. of arms. 

Quantity of ammunition 
that can be possessed 



at one time. 

1 

(a) Police officers of and above i 

One revolver 

100 rounds, 

rank of Sub-Inspectors se- 



lected by the Inspector- 



General of Police. 

(b) Rangers and Deputy Rangers. 

One shot gun 

! 

No limit. 

fc) Veterinary adviser to Govt. 

One revolver 

100 rounds. 


(Notification No. 477-492-VI, dated the 5th Sept. 1924). 


{cj Notifications under the Berar Arms Rules 1924. 

17. Arms and ammunition of exemptees, — Vide Note (33) to Schedule I, 

page 138, anie. - 

The Melghat Rajas in Berar are allowed three rifles D. B. or S. B., two shot guns, 
two revolvers or pistols, two hundred rounds of ammunition per rifle and one hundred, 
rounds per revolver, — and the number of retainers allowed are two each,-; ■ 
(0, S. No, 2 dated the 6 Novr. 1925). 

18. Swords, sword-sticks and daggers, — Vtcie Note (21)_ to Schedule If, page 
149. 

19. Bayonets,— Ffde Note (22) to Schedule II, page 149 ante. 

20. Sulphur, — Vide Note (23) to Schedule II, page 149 ante. 

21. Registration of arms,— Fide Note (33) to Schedule I, page 140 a? 2 te. 

22. Inspections of premises of dealers, — Fi<2e Rule 11, page 370 ante. 

23. Close season for game birds and animals, — Vide the list appended to C. P. 
Rule 12, on page 371 ante, with the following modifications ip the notes thereunder. 
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(3) Tho above close time will not apply— fo) until further orders throughout 
Berar so far as it relates to decs of black buok~(6) m respect of Chital hinds m 
tho following areas of Berar for such period, m favour of such persons and in respect 
of such number of animals as tho Commissioner in consultation with the Conservator 
of Forest, may decide — 

(1) Bhongaon Reserve, m tho Buldana district 

(3) Tipeshwar Reserve, in the Ycotmal district 

(3) Tiwsala , , , 

(4) Gondwakri „ , , 

(5) Pathrot , , , 

Police Dept Noln No 263 327.VI, dated tho 29th May 1924 is hereby cancelled 
(Notn No 98 dated tho 26th Feb 1914) 

24 Licences in Berar Form XIV, — Vtde C P Rule 13, reproduced on page 
371 ante 

25 Licences in Berar Forint VII and VIII, — Vide C P Rule 14 pago 373 and Note 
(3) to rule 42 of page 118, ante 

26 Fees in regard to sulphur, — Ptdc C P Rule 15, on p'lge 372 ante 

27 Exemption of Government servants, — Vide C P Rule 16 on page 372, ante 


Rules and Orders reoardino the administration of tub Indian arms Act — 
[Note —W herever the words ‘Act,* ‘Arms Act or ‘The Indian Arms Act’ 
occur they may be read as ‘ The Indian Arms 4iCt as applied to Berar ’ so far as 
Hboy are shown by the context to relate to Berar 1 

Oeitcial 

1. The object of the Indian Arms Act is to secure the public 
tranquillity and the Act is based on the principle of a general 
prohibition to possess and carry arms or ammunition, except under 
a licence or by exemption granted in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act and the Schedules to the Arms Act Rules (ii) The 
system of administration of the Arms Act was reviewed by the 
Indian Arms Rules Committee in 1923, (vide their report on 
pages 7 to 23, ante) All officers responsible for the working of 
the Act should make themselves familiar with the orders passed by 
the Government of India on the report of that Committee 
(reproduced on pages 25-30 ante) 

2 As regards the relative effect of the Arms Act and the 
Explosives Act, it is to be noted that a licence under the Arms Act 
will not cover the manufacture, sale or possession of explosives for 
which the Explosives Act also requires a licence to be taken out. 
The Explosives Act is intended to provide for public safety by 
protecting the public against the dangerous nature of explosives, 
while the object of the Arms Act is to provide for public tranquillity 
by restricting the possession of arms and ammunition, so as to 
prevent them from being in the hands of persons who might make 
a bad use of them But in order to avoid the inconveniences which 
might arise from a person being required to take out licences both 
under the Explosives Act and under the Arms Act in respect of the 
same matter, power was taken in the former Act to make a licence 
under it to operate (in respect of explosives) as a licence under the 
Arms Act and this has been given effect to by rule 63 of the rules 
under the Indian Explosives Act A person wishing to manufacture, 
sell or possess any kind of explosive (whether one dealt with by 
the Arms Act or not) must take out a licence under the Explosives 
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Act, and, if the explosives fall within the pravisionp Arms 

Act, should ask the authority granting the licence record an 
order on it under rule 63. A person wishing to hia^nufaeture or 
sell arms must, of course, take out a licence under Arms Act, 
whether he has also a licence under the Explosiy®®. 

A person wishing to transport explosives does not red^^^® ^ licence 
to do so under the rules regarding explosives, except ^^® ®^s® 
explosives required honafide for blasting purposes,! ! 

but if the material to be transported conies within ty® definition of 
“ammunition” in the Arms Act, a licence for its b® 

required or not as provided by the Arms Act ;^ules. Persons 
holding licences under the Arms Act to carry arms fP^’ ^^® purposes 

of sport, protection or display (Form^— ), for the | destruction of 

wild animals which do injury to human beings, pi’®PS. or cattle 

(Porms ^ - ^ffl ). and for going armed on‘ ® iourney in or 

JLllL Q^nci AiV I 


through any province (Form^^)need not also take 

under the Explosives Act for gun-powder, etc, posS®^®®3 ia small 

quantities for private use. An explosive cann®^ ®® possessed 

except under, and in accordance with, the conditicl^® 

granted under the explosives rules for possession;!®^® 

under the explosives rules shall be necessary forj tae pos 

by any person who is lawfully entitled under , 

Act, 1878, or the rules for the time being in force 

possess any explosive coming under the head'ofj ^ 

defined in that Act, of such explosives in such Uai ® ®®®® f 

be prescribed by the said Act or rules, or, when ..eg 

so prescribed, in reasonable quantities for his own Pj^ _ ‘ ^ 

3. The local Government has, from time to Divisions 

sections of the Indian Arms Act and : ®®® Provisions 

of the Rules noted in the first column / 

table, empowered the officers named « j''®„f^mn“^he“'SSs 

brZch tr p'o“weS%‘ave'b:et conferred bein* 

shown in the fourth column : — 
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Section 6 (second 
clause) 


All Magistrates 

All Police offlcorsl 
not below the 
rank of AssistantI 
District Superm 
tendont of Police 


To detain arms or 
ammunition being 
imported or ex 
ported 


r All Torest olSccrs^ 

. not below thorank To disarm persons C P Notn 
of Assistant Con | going armed with No 2595 a, 

II j servator * out a hceuce or in dated the 

(==“"''1 1 contra»Bnt,on of ISlh June 

' I AllRevcntioofficcrs I the provisions of 1879 

I notbelowtberank • a licence 

(. of Naib Tahsiidar J 


25 (last All Polico officers To search for arms 
not below the rank 
of 3ub Inspector * 

f All Magistrates 

0 -| All Police officers J. To search for arms 


j notbelowtberank | 
\ of Sub Inspector * J 


Pula of the Indian All Sub Inspectors o(To inspect arms and 

IboftbeBerar Police ammunition of h 

Arms Rules, 1924 censed dealers and 

examine their stock 
and accounts of re 
ceipts and sales 

Pulp ofthe Indian All Sub Divisional To grant licences in 
26 of the Bcrar Magistrates „ XIX 

Arms Rules, 1924 iJorra 


•No 8126. 
dated the I 
lUh Nov I 
1893 


No 481-A-504 VI 
48/2A.494-V 
dated the 10th Sep 
1924 


No 433/ 465 VI, 
435/465 VI 
dated the 21st Aug 
1924 


43 (3 ) (o) of All Commissionera ofiTo renew licences in „ 435/465- VI 

32 (3) ,<.) of DivLion, Xl^nd XII No 

Infen VII & VIII Jaled Iho 2Ist Aug 


Tnsfj nations reqarding the grant and renmval of licences 
4 The necessity of dealing expeditiously with applications 
for the grant or renewal of licences should be steadily kept in 
view. If at any time pressure of work in connection with licence 
apphcations becomes abnormal, speciai measures should be taken 
to cope with it 
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5. The granting of lice^®®s keep or carry arms is to be 
regarded not as a mere of registration as if the object 

was simply to maintain a of the number and names of 

persons who possess arms, and number and quantity of arms 

and ammunition possessed, a^^^ough it is highly important that 
such a record should be as full ^^d accurate as possible, but it is to 
be regarded as the exercise o^ important and wide discretion 
vested in the District Magistra^f of ^<^6 relaxing in the particular 
case of the general legal prof^^^ition, It is within the discretion 
of the District Magistrate to rd^ose to grant or renew any licence 
under the Act, or to restrict th® for which a licence is to be 
valid or to restrict the number or character of arms in respect of 
which the licence is granted. District Magistrate is responsible 
that licences shall in no instahO® f>o. granted to unfit persons or in 
such a way as to imperil the Public peace and tranquillity. It is 
essential that District MagisF®'f®s should exercise the large dis- 
cretion vested in them with a (^oe sense of proportion. Where the 
prescribed authority refuses to grant or renew a licence, the reason 
for such refusal should be reod^d®6 iu writing as this will facilitate 
» , , ,43 of the Indian Arms Rules rt 

the disposal of appeals uodetaj Berar Arms Rules 

will be noticed that clause (i) of this rule provides for a reference 
to the local Government an^ oasos of exceptional importance 
such a reference may be madd to the local Government. 

6. In order to ensure a rd^sonable uniformity in the administra- 
tion of the law following instruction fl® foj the guidance of 

local officers responsible for t^i® working of the Arms Act and the 

Indian Arms Rules. 

In deciding the question o'^ the grant of a licence in Form 

to a non-exempted ^person, the chief points for consideration 
should be — 

(1) the status, character a^d general fitness of the applicant to 
have a firearm; (2) the nature “f th® 

is demanded, and (3) the purple® for which the hoenoe is required. 

In the application of 111®. ttree tests outlined above, J the 
application is for a muzzle-loa'i'ng gun, whether for jort protec- 
tion or display, respectable I'ereons shou d he the hoence 

as a matter of course and no shnnW bc neocssary into the 

£ 1 is demanded. It tne applicacion is 

purpose ^c^which th 1 enquiry may be stricter, 

for a breech-loadmg smooth-b ^ inherited 

A licence for possession woulA ^ y g applicant indulges in 

amd he owner does not wish ^ 

sport and is a respectable granted as a matter of course, 

possession, the li®®Ji®® District Magistrate should require a 

But for a new ^^applicant’s claim. In the case of an 

stricter examination of the revolvers, a very close 

application for a licence for The character and status 

scrutiny should in all cases be trusted with dangerous 

of the applicant and his goj in deciding an application of this 
weapon are important racce 
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nature n application for a licence rifle for protection or dispj 
merely should m almost all cases be refused, and lincencesforposs 
Sion should only be given if the weapon is inherited 

In accordance with the instructions conveyed in para 7 of I 
Government of India, H D, Resolution F -829-1 23, dated the : 
Nov 1923, [reproduced on pages 24 30l the local Government 
pleased to direct that the following qualifications will pnma fa 
justify the possession of arms by those who hold the qualificatio 
To these classes of persons, licences should ordinarily be grani 
without enquiry, provided of course that the fact of their possess] 
the qualification is 'satisfactorily established — 

Mcmbcrahip of any order cstablishod by tbo Crown or the possession c 
title conferred or reco(;niged by the Qovernment of India or of the Kaisar t E 
Medal or ccrtihca 
Legislature or a 
Darbatis , (iii) B 
Military or Naval 
Indian officer of th __ 

officer who before retirement was by virtue of bis official position included lu i 
of tbo classes described m clause (lu) above fv) Being a Judge or Magistr 
Being a person wbo has hitherto cojo 
I of tbo Indian Arms Rules 1924 ( 
Ivii ] Payment of Rs 500 land reven 
^ ^ ^ PubUo Works cesses (xl Any payment 

iRoome tax and (xi| In (he caso of a Government servant receipt of a pay of 
100 a month and upwards 

There is nothing to prevent a District Magistrate from granti 
a licence without enquiry to any other person, if he thinks fit IJI 
does the possession of any of the abo\e mentioned qualifications 
an individual debar the District Magistrate from refusing a licence 
that individual, if he has good reason for considering him unfit 
receive a licence, for instance on account of bad antecedents acti 
participation in factions, a general reputation for resorting 
violence, etc 

7 In the case of applicants for hcences other than the 
referred to in the preceding paragraph, the District Magistra 
shall cause such enquiries as he may consider necessary to be ma 
as to the character and status of the applicant and his fitness 
receive a licence and should satisfy himself that the arms are re 
sonably requiied for the purposes stated in the application The 
IS nothing to prevent a District Magistrate from giving a licen 
Without enquiry to any person if he thinks fit 

8 Licensing authorities should invariably conduct their e 
quiries through Revenue officers They should see that enquin 
by Revenue officers are real and that enquiries through the poll 
are made m exceptional circumstances only This woul 
however not debar a Revenue offcial from consulting the police 
necessary, vn the course of his enquiry The enquiry should 
directed towards bringing out concrete facts on winch to basc- 
decision Care should bo taken to sec that enquiricb are not of i 
irksome or inquisitorial nature 

9 The issue and lenewal of licences for pistols and revolve 
must be kept m the hands of the District Magistrate himself ai 

48 
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should not bo delegated to a subordinate. In dealing with applica- 
tions for licences for pistols and revolvers it must be understood that 
suGli licences are not to bo given or renewed without adequate 
reason. i_or the purpose of legitimate defence, a smooth-bore gun 
charged with buck shot would be equally, if not more, effective on 
almost every occasion Licences for pistols and revolvers should 
therefore ho granted for self-protection in exceptional cases only, 
and generally licences for such weapons should be issued only in 
cases of real necessity and to persons of approved character. The 
condition of real necessity” may, however, be relaxed in genuine 
cases whore the District Magistrate is of opinion that the refusal 
of a licence would cause hardship, (India No. 386 dated the 1st 
March, 1920 and No. 1180, dated the 15th March 1921). 

10. As regards the temporary possession of arms by ordinary 
blacksmiths or others for purposes of repair, attention is invited to 
paragraph 2nd of the Government of India, Resolution No. 69-2039- 
50, dated the i5th December 1881, (reproduced as Note (6) to 5 of 
the Act on page 45. aula). 

. Roproducod as Note (11) under Rule 33, page 111. 


13. Licences in Form 


XVL „ , , . 

granted for 


the possession of arms, 


ammunition and for going armed for the purposes of sport, protec- 
tion or display shall be subject to the observance of the close seasons 
in respect of game-birds and animals as set forth in Police Depart- 

meat Notifications Nos. (Page 

4Sd-506lYI, dated the 11th Sept. 1924 

369). 

14. Instructions to be observed by the military authorities in respect of the 
private arms of British Indian ranks. — F'/rfe India No. 1998 dated the 11th October, 
1920 reproduced as Note (2) under rule 33, Indian Arms rules, 1924, ‘page 107, ante. 

15. Crop protection licences should be issued freely, particu- 
larly on applications by, or the recommendation of, landlords who 
are well acquainted with the local conditions and the extent to 
which damage is done to crops by wild animals. 

16. Form — -—4 (for the destruction of wild animals which 

XAiIJ. 

do injury to human beings or cattle), which permits of the shooting 
of carnivora and pig, is the proper licence for shikaris and profes- 
sional shikaris should be provided for under this form. 

17. As regards the number of arms to be licensed to each 
individual, the local Government does not think it advisable to 
fetter the discretion of District Magistrates by prescribing a fixed 
scale. The number of arms licensed in respect of any person must 
be as much in proportion to that person’s reasonable needs, as the 
character of the arms licensed to him. 

18 The amount of ammunition which may be possessed by 

XVI XVIII j XIX: f .. Indian 
the holders of licences in Forms XT/ Berar 

Rules, 1924, is as follows — 
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Description of arms for %vh\oh ammuiution « to 

bo p03SC<BcJ 

Ammunition to be pos 

1 sessed at one time. 

Riao 1 

200 cartridges 

Rovolveror pistol 

I 100 

Muzzle loading sod matcb lock guns 

2o0 caps 5 lbs gunpowder 


Ko limit o£ ammunitioa should bu fixed la the case of shot guns of 23 bote oc 
target rifles The iboro scales should not be considered as absolute maxima If 
any person proves that be needs ommunition m excess of the scalo prescribed, be 
may bo allowed a larger quantity # 

19 lu consGquGUGo of tUo abolition of the di&lrict scale of 
licences restrictions imposed upon the number of licences of all 
kinds to be granted have been removed— (tide Police Department 

letter No > Ci««“stanoea 

313-P-VI dated the 12th Dec 1921 
may, however, arise in which a rapid increase in the number of arms 
in a particular area may be fraught with danger District Magis- 
trate should bring such cases to tho notice of the local Government, 
which may limit the number of arms m that area or district, if there 
IS reason to apprehend serious danger from the free grant of licences, 

and if such restriction IS necessary for tho maintenance 

lie tranquillity. Under section 18 of the Arms Act, 1878, the local 
Government has power by a notification in the local ofiiciai Gazette 
to cancel or suspend all or any licences throughout the whole or 
any portion of the territories undei its administration District 
Magistrates will be responsible for making a recommendation to 
tho local Government through the Commissioner of the Division 
in any case in which such a measure is desirable m the interests 
of the public tranquillity in any area under their charge 

20. Licences for possession and going armed and for protection 
of crops or destruction of wild animals should run from the date 
of issue, other licences being issued for the calendar year. 
In forest villages crop protection licences should be issued for 
a period of 9 months or if issued for 2 or 3 years, the words “to be 
valid for 9 months only expiring with 1st March m each year” should 
be added. 


(2). U) The Government of India desire that the issue of aVl-lndia 
licences should be as unrestricted as possible As a general rule, 
persons to whom licences are ordinarily granted without inquiry 
under rule 6 above, should be* granted an all-India licence if they so 
desire it. In other cases licences will ordinarily be made valid for the 
district or the province — (ii) An all-India licence issued m another 
province will be valid in this province provided it is endorsed by the 
DistrictMagistrata of the district visited by the holder of the licence — 
(m) In the case of crop protection licences however, the area cover- 
ed by the licence should not be larger than is necessary for the 
purposes of the licence In localities where there is a danger of the 
indiacnminate destruction of protected birds and animals by the 
holders of arms licences, it may be necessary to restrict the area 
covered by crop protection licences. 




bSO Loc.il Rules and Orders [central provinces and beear.J 


•-!. It IS not necessary that firearms should be produced before 

are demanded under the 
wifcha view to promot- 
xin [ o1 XIX renewal of a licence in Form 

~^XIV dependent on the production of wild pig’s tushes 


XIII' 


by the licensee, but this condition should be enforced with discre- 
tion and not in such a way as to make it press too heavily on the 
licensee. 


Li order to ensure that licences renewed in time, the 
District Alagistrate should ascertain immediately after the 1st 
January of each year what licences have not been presented for 


X V r YvrrT 

renewal. This will not apply to licences in Forms and 

XIX 

which run from the date of issue. In the case of these licen- 


ces the District Magistrate should ensure chat inspection is frequent 
and thorough, so that instances of failure to renew in time may be 
promptly brought to notice, and in order that it may be clearly 
understood that the provisions of the law will be enforced. Prose- 
cution for neglect to apply in time for a renewal should be instituted 
in suitable cases. 


23. A single licence form should be used for all the weapons 
licensed and not a separate licence for each arm. 

24. Joint licences cannot be issued to two or more persons 
under the law. whose basis is personal licensing, but separate 
licences should be granted on payment of separate fees. 


Exompfions and Prohibitions. 

25. The zamindars of the scheduled districts as a class are 
exempt to the extent specified in clause 6 (/) of Schedule I of the 
Indian Anns Pules, 1924, and the number of retainers and arms and 
the quantities of ammunition to be permitted in each case have been 
prescribed in notification Xo. 155 4S1-VI, dated the 2Sth Aug. 1924, 
(page 138-9). 

2d. It is important to distinguish between arras to which 
section 1 (/>) of the Arms Act applies, and arms which are covered 

by entry Xo. 7 of Schedule Arms Pules, 1924, (neZe 

page 13S). 

(а) In the former class would be — (/) arms forming part of a 
public officer’s sanctioned equipment, e. g., rifles of the military 
and the police, and revolvers in certain cases, {li) arms supphed 
by Government, since arms so supplied are arms borne or possessed 
by order of Government, e. g., swords supplied by Government to 
mail runners and postal peons for self protection and protection or 
the Government property entrusted to them. 

(б) In the latter class are arms which are, in the o:^nion of the 
local Government, required to be possessed by certam Government 
servants for adequately discharging their duty, without fear or 
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danger to themsolves, or risk of loss to Government property, e g — 
(0 Selected police officers of and above the rank of Sub-Inspectors 
are allowed to carry revolvers (u) Rangers and Deputy Rangers 
may carry a shot gun (smooth bore) (iii) Tho Veterinary Adviser to 

477 

Govt , C. P , IS allowed to carry a revolver (Notn. No. ;^;^-492-VI, 
dated the 5th Sep. 1924) 

In these cases a licence m respect of the arms will be issued, 
but no fees will be charged 

Note— I t la 1 by the 

opcratiou of sectu is of sub 

ordinate officers, th be Head 

' Uthority. 

' it should be registered iii the 

b ^ ^ ^ weapons 


27. The scale of arms and ammunition for exemptees under 
entries f3) and (10) . , , , , , « , , , , 

table appended to Schedule I to the 

Arms Rules, 1924, has been prescribed m Notification No. 

August 1924 {Vide Note (33) to Schedule 

I. page 138) The scale of arms and ammunition for exemptees under 
entry 2 of the table appended to schedule I of the Berar Arms Rules, 
192J, has been proscribed in Notn, No 547-VI dated the 29th Oct. 1925 
28 Exemptees should be allowed to retain without licences 
for their life tune the arms already in their possession prior to the 
introduction of tho Indian Arms Rules, 1924, oven if they bo in 
excess of tho above scale, unless in any particular case strong 
reasons exist for insisting on a licence being taken out for arms 
held \n excess of the scale Cases of the latter description, should 
be submitted to the local Government for orders 


29. Exempted persons intending to purchase firearms in excess 
of the scale prescribed in paragraph 27 must take out licences for 
such weapons 

30 In the case of replacement of old arms within the pres- 
cribed scale no fees should bo charged either to exemptees or to 

XVI 

holders of a licence in Form'j^^ specially made valid for the life- 
time of the licence-holder in respect of arms actually in his possession 
and exempted under Rules 

31 Certificates of exemption in Form HI appended to these 
[0 P and Berarj rules will bo granted under the District Magis- 
trate’s signature to persons exempted from the operation of the 
prohibitions and directions contained in sections 13, 14 and 15 of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 (XI of 1878) It is not obligatory on exemptees 
to take out such certificates, but they will enable them to purchase 
arms or ammunition without difficulty and will afford them facility 
when proceeding with arms beyond the limits of the province, and 
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will furnish them with a ready means of proving their idenfcifcv if 

32. Vide Note (7) to Rule 3. page 88, and Note (30) to Schedule I, page 137. 

33. The instructions have been issued under Rule 3 

(1) (b) of the Arms Rules, 1924, for the registration of the 

arms of exempted persons ;-(Notn. No. dated the 28th 

Aug. 1924). 


(1) Exemptees should register the firearms in their possession 
in respect of which they enjoy exemption. The registration is 
compulsory and no fees should be charged therefor. It is necessary 
to impress on exemptees that they are required to furnish the 
District Magistrate by the 15th December every year, with infor- 
inatiton as to the weapons in their possession, failure to do so ren- 
dering them liable to the cancellation of their exemption. — 
(2) An enquiry^ slip in the Form VII (Vide page 140) shall be 
sent by the District Magistrate to exempted persons on their 
first arrival in the district or at an early date after the conferment 
of their exemption as the case may be. In the case of a previously 
exempted person arriving from another district in this province 
the District Magistrate of his last district should be asked to forward 
his form or forms, if he has not already done so. If, however, his 
previous residence was not in this province, a form for each weapon 
should be sent to him to fill up. — (3) Should there be any difficulty 
or doubt as to the adequacy or accuracy of any description, or should 
any exempted person be unable to fill in the form satisfactorily, an 
officer of suitable standing should be deputed by previous arrange- 
ment with the person concerned to fill in the forms after inspection 
of the weapons. — (4) The forms should then be grouped in files and 
classified according to the categories described in Schedule I of the 
rules. This system will have the advantage that the list of 
exemptees being liable to periodical changes it will be an easy 
matter for the District Magistrate to forward the forms for any 
exempted individual to the District Magistrate of the district to 
which such person removes. -(5) In addition to the form of enquiry 
slip a register shall be maintained in the second annexed Form VIII 
showing the names of exempted persons, the number of wea,pons 
possessed by them, the names of retainers and index numbers giving 
the references to the respective files. This register shall be 
arranged according to the categories described in Schedule I of the 
rules, and shall be annually verified by the District Magisti’ate, or 
a Sub-divisional Magistrate duly authorised by him. All additions 
and corrections that may be made from time to time to the list or 
exemptees prescribed above should be reported to the local Grovern- 
ment so that the consolidated list of such exemptees for the whole 
of the Central Provinces and Berar maintained in the Secretariat 
may be kept up to date. (6) Bach year about the season or le 
renewal of gun licences a courteous letter should be addressed to 
all exempted persons inquring whether they have any changes 0 
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report, ■With a request that fall particulatg of any such Ghanges 
may bo furnished by the t^eGewher They should also ba 
asked to inform tho Djstiict Magistrate if they change their 
^sidence, or leave tlio disirzct permanently All Heads of 

Departments should see tliafc aj] erompted officers serving under 
them are instructed to furnish the District Magistrate immediately 
on thoir arrival m any district with the necessary information 
regarding the weapons in tlieir possession — (8) Ammunition for 
exempted weapons need not ho registered, but if tho District 
Magistrate considers that ammunition for ans'’ such weapon is being 
imported or stored in unreasonable quantities, ho should report 
the case to tho local Government for orders 

34 Sulphur,— Vide Not© 123) to Schedule II, page 149 atift: 

35 Swordt, iword tlicki, b&yoneU — Kotes (21) and (22) to Schedule II 
pagQ 149, ante 


The manufacture, galo, import and export of these arms 
(swords, sword'stichs, daggers and bayonets) will be permitted 
only under a licanco, and a licence will also be necessary for 
going armed with any of these weapons No person is liable to 
prosecution for possessing any of these weapons, so long 
as ho does not sol/, export or carry it Licence Forms 
m. VI. IX and JfVJ 

•g — — V ' and " Xli ' * ® purpose of granting 

hcenoes for those weapons No feo should be charged and no definite 
number of licences is prescribed, bub District Magistrates will grant 
them at their discretion to approved applicants whose bonafide is 
above suspicion, m such number*! as may in their opinion, be con- 
sonant with the maintenance of public tranquillity 

36. The sale of all arms which bear the normal Government 
mark is prohibited When persons are found m possession of arms 
bearing any of tho Government marks and not bearing the inverted 
arrow, the burden of proving that their possession is lawful lies on 

them. Any pei’^ons who may be found to be unauthorizedly in 
possession of arms and ammunition which are the property of 
Government should be prosecuted under the provisions of tho 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 Ex officers desuing to sell arms bearing 
the normal Government mark should apply to the Government of 
India m the Army Department giving the following particulars — (a) 
Source from which weapon was obtained together with date of 
purchase , and (6) Name, profession and address of intending 
purchaser, and if a pensioner, full particulars of rank, service, etc. 
(India No U-840, dated the 6th May 1896 26-XXVI34 

dated the I5th November 1914, and No 2699 dated the -nd Deo 
1908) ( P ide also Note (3) to Rule 33, page 107) 

Begistos, Venficalton OJ sales and Jnspectioris 
37 The following registers of licences have been ptesenbed by 
the local Gvernment to be kept m the District Magistrate s omce 

, -ni ^nd Xir 

(i) A register in Form I of licences lo r orm ^ y^ 

to manufacture, convert, sell or keep and sell arms, ^nnurii'^ 
military stores.— (u) A register m Form li 



6^ 

^oii^siq; aq^ ‘saiiddig !jn8uia2uBjjB eqi qoiqAi o? puisj 
eq^ JO uot'^mniuTOB Jo suue jo aius eq? jo noij^iui^tii paquosejd aq^ 
JO !}d|aoei uo esco qo^a uj saoutAoid jaq^o aq? ui saai^ap mojj 
uoTijotpsTjnC jiaqj aapun saai^ aq^ at sjuepigej Xq ap'Bui * o^a ‘suiaa jo 
sesaqoJtid Smpj^SaJ sdqs uoiiuoguaA ijues eq qaqs raoqM o; siaogjo 
oqq s« pua saouTAoid jaqjo Jo s^uepisej ^q saouTAOij |'Bj;jn8Q aqij 
Hi epBUi ses'Bqoand jo sj^inom^d ^juoq^nB Jadojd eqj oj pia^Joj 
IjBqs oqM sjao^o aqj sb pa^BU^isap uaaq aAaq aAoq'B pawau siaotgo 
aq^I jaqjou^ ui Smptsai sias^qoJnd oj saouiAOJd asaq? jo auo ui 
Sutptsej siet^ap i£q ep^cn sajvs jo siejnoijJ^d jo uoijBogrjev aqj 
Joj Aioiaq pouiBU saoutAoid aq^ jo saijiioqjnB aqj pua juauiuiaAor) 
siqj apBUi uaaq aA«q MOjaq paqtiosap BjuauiaSuBii'E j^oojdioai 
eqq *noTjiuninuii3 puB buiib jo bojus jo uoij'BoguaA e^aiduioo jo 
eouB}iodiuT aqj jo AiaiA uj g luio^ ui qooq a^BS aqj uioij qoBijxo 
UB JO uiJOj eqj ui paqaiujuj eq n^qs uoi^jbuiiojui aqj, uoijbiujojui 
piBS eqj aAiS easuaoii eqj uioqM oj suosiad eq? aq o? ‘sajBjg 
^jo^Bpna^j saouTAOJg iBijuaQ aq? ai quepisai sjopuaA jo asBO aq? ui 
‘indiag *?ua3y itjot^qog aq? pun ‘s?ou?sip qsijiig aq? ui juapisai 
sjopueA ^q ep-Bui sa^BS jo astJo aq? ui ‘a?BJ?siSBpj ?otj?st(J eq? 
pa?UTodd'B BBq pounoo ut louiaAOQ eq? pus *uiiq ^Sq apBiu sajo?s 
ifjB?qitu puB uoqiunmiUB ‘bUiiB jo eajBs ijb jo uot?BUiiojui aA?a 

0 ? paiinbai si aasuaoii aq? ‘saina aq? jo einpaqos Jo 

puB Yx cujo^ ui saouaon o? paqoB??B i uoi?ipuoo £q 

saqddns iiaq? 

uiB?qo 8ia?Bap pasuaoq aq? uioqAv uiojj smjg o? i[ddB iSnBnba 
eiapio eAoqB aqj, paqsqqB?sa i(|tJO?DBjsi?BS aq asinoa jo ?snui 
'ee?duiexa ub jo jopioq^ooudaq b joq?dqA\ 'jasBqojnd eq? jo ^?i?u8pt 
eqi 18 einj lepun 8?BJ?si3Bjq ?oiJ?STg eq? iq panssi si qoiqM 
uoi?duiexa jo a?Bogi?Jdo b oanpoid o? uiiq ojinbai itBtu lopuBA 
pasuaoq eq? 'uosiad pa?duio3C9 ub eq o? suiiup lasaqaind aq? aiaqAl 
‘aouaoii aq? ui pagtoads ?iiuii oq? o? dn uoT?iuniumB puB siujb 
JO eiBS B ?oajga o? lopuaA pasueoi} aq? o? i£?ijoq?nB juaiogjns eq 
IpAi aapioq aouaoq b S<\ aouaoq b jo uoi?onpojd aqj, 'JOj sjjsb eq 
?unouiB eq? esBqoind o? paj?x?uo si aq ?Bq? osjb ?nq *q?oq jo uoi? 
-lunmiuB JO SIUJB asBqoJUd o? pd|?i?uo si josvqomd aq? ?Bq? ^juo ?ou 
S0A]Gsuiaq? ^jsi?B8 ?snui ^aqi, auiBS oq? tsossod o? pozuoi{?nB 
A][B3e] 0JB soJO?8 jSaB?iiiui jo uoi?iuniuujB ‘suijb uioqAi 

o? suosjod aq? ?Bq? uiB?iaosB o? punoq ajB uoi?iuniuiuB put? siujb 
UI 3Ja]Bap pasuaoij ?oy suijy oq? jo gg uoi?oas lapuji 

^joAiiep jieq? JO oiui? oq? ?b uosjod 
pasuaoii o? pauiBidxa itinjaiBO oq gBqs 'os op o? oJUpBj o? 2uiqoB??B 
80 i?iBued aq? puB ‘^?JB\nS 0 j sja?siaaj osaq? da aui?iJAi loj i£?issaoau 
aqX [BOS ao^o siq q?iA? pajBOS puB ‘8?ub?sisbb siq jo auo ;Cq jo 
‘jauo?ssiUiuioo i£?nd9(j eq? iJq peuSis oq jjBqs ^ooq qoB9 jo oaed ?sbj 
puB ?sjg eq? pUB ^iaAi?no9Suoo pejaqiunu eq gBqs ‘ijOAi?oodsoj 
*g puB y Btujo^ ui sqooq eps puB ?unoooB '^oo?s aq? jo soSBd aqx 

(6i8l q?8I 0M?PO?^P‘(^)S6SZ oit*u?OK) oAoqB 0 |ng ui o? 

pajiajai Yx saoueoii o? poqoB??B uoi?Tpuoo 

988 *[HVHaa oKv saoNiAoaj ivaiKao] saaoKO siinj]; avoo'j 
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Mtscellaneous 

42 Tho amount of fee has bean reduced from Rs 5 and Rs 
10 respectively, to one anna only, payable m respect of the 

grant or renewal of a lioonoa in Forms Ip 
^ . 11 and Iv 

10(1) and 24 - , Indian , ^ , in-.i r n 

7 and 16 — ^erar Rules, 1924, for the import and 

transport of the sulphur in reasonahlo quantities required m good 
faith for medicinal, agricultural, manufacturing or industrial 
purooses, other than tho manufacture of ammunition (Nofcn Nos 
437/465 -VI, the ^Ist Aug 1924 , 

340/584 VI, tho 10th July 1924 ^ 


43 Tho local Government ha8~(a) remitted the fees payable 

Court Fees Act 

’ Court fees Act as applied to Borar 


under Schedule 11 of the - 


plications for the grant or renewal of licences or duplicates 
under tho Arms Rules for the time being in force in 

respect of which a fee is payable under those rules, and'-{6) reduced 
to one anna all fees exceeding one anna payable under Schedule 
II, upon other applications relating to licences or duplicates 
granted or renewed under the said rules (Notns, No 79 292/XI, 
dated the, 22nd Feb 1922 , No 239 240 23 XI, dated the dth Feb 
1924) 

44 When any arms, ammunition or military stores are 
deposited under section 16 of Act XI of 1878 as amended by Act 
XX of 1919, at a police station, the officer in charge of such 
station shall give the depositor a receipt signed by himself If 
within 60 days from the date of deposit the owner fails to 
produce a licence authorizing him to take possession of them 
the arms, ammunition and military stores shall be forwarded to 
the head quarters of the district, where they shall be kept in such 
safe place as the Deputy Commissioner may direct All arms, etc , 
deposited under section 16 will be at the owner’s risk, and Govern 
ment will not be liable for any injury they may receive 


45 The rules issued by the local Government under section 
16 (4) of the Indian Arras Act for the disposal of arms deposited 
with licensed dealers are contained in Notification No 297 293 199 
VI, dated the 1st August, 1922 (page 60) 

46 Forfeiture or confiicelion of arm* —Fide Noto to'scotion 34 of the Act 
page 76, ante 

47 Rewards to Informeri Note to section 38 of the Act on page 81 ante 


48 All licence forms to be granted under the Indian Arms Act, 
1878 should be kept in the treasury under the treasury officer s 
lock Until they are required for use 

49 It IS undesirable to keep a large surplus stock of licence 
forms District Magistrates should prepare their indents care 
fully and restrict them to a small margin over known requirements 
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50. Annual returns on the working of the Arms Act for the 
calendar year in Forms IV, V and VI will be submitted by 
Dejmty Commissioners to Commissioners by the 1st February in 
each year, and will be forwarded by the latter, in original, to 
the Secretariat not later than the Ist March. No regular 
report is called for, but the return should be accompanied by such 
explanatory notes as may be deemed necessary. 

51. Reporting of the loss, theft or recqveries of fire arms, — See page 186 ante. 

52. Licences for weapons of prohibited bores, — Vide Note (1) to Rule 7, page 90, 
and also Bengal Rulo 58A, page 237 ante.) 


Appendix 0. of 0. P. Local Rules Form I. (Vidk C. P. Rule 37, page “SSI). 

Register of licences in Forms (to manufacture, convert, 

V, VI, VII and VHP 

sell or keep and sell arms, ammunition or military stores) granted in the district 

during the year 19 . 



Serial No. 


Result of inspections 


6 


of licence 
and dato 
of issue. 


Name of 

licence- 

holder. 


Father’s 
name, 
caste, etc. 


Place of 
business. 



(Note — S eparate pages to be used for different forms of licences.) 


form: II (Vide 0. P. Rule 37, page 381.) 


„ Xin, XIV, X V, XVI, XVIII, XIX, and ^ 
Register of licences in Forms ^ ^ XlT, XlII, XIV and XV 

(to possess arms and ammunition and to go armed) granted in the district of in 

the year 19 to 19 . 
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Form III (Vide C P Rule 31 page 379 ) 

Ceritficate of exemption under section £7 of the Indian Aims Act (Xlof J878) 


This IS to certify that by virtue of tout beiog n 


the operation 
15 of that Act 


(aj oannon (b) Articles de^iigned for torpedo service (o) War rockets 
(d) Rifles of 303 bore and 450 boro and revolvers and pistols of 441 455 or any 
mtermcdiato bore (and ammunition which can bo deed from the same) not lawfully 

imported into g— (e) Machinery for the manufacture of arms and 

ammunition (f) Appliances the object of which is the silencing of fire arms 


The 


Dated \ 

day of 19 J 


Seal 


District Magistrate, 
— District 


FORM IV (Vide C P Bulb 59 page 386) 

Annual return regarding dealers tn arms and arrimunt^ioii and their transactions 
for the year ending the SJst December 10 


0 

X 

a 

i Number of licences m 
! force at tbo close of 
tbo year for maoufac 
ture, possession sale 
etc , in Form 

Number of ins 
pcctions made of 
premises stock 
etc during tbo 
year 

Number* of 
transactions 
veiibed 

Remarks 

IX 

V 

Ml? 

XI 

VII 


By Magistrate 

d 

V 

J 1 

0 

£ 

m 

is 

III i 

g A 5 

Transactions of 
dealers outside 
the province 

1 

1 2 1 

3 

' 4 1 

' 5 

1 G ' 

7 

3 1 

9 ‘ 

10 


* For fiifing up columns S and 9 see (60 orders containoif m P rule psge 383} 


Form V (Vide 0 P Rule 50 page 386) 

Annual return regarding possession and carrying of arris for the year ending 
the SJst December 19 



Number of licences in 
force at the close of 
the year in Form 

exempted 
the Act 

Total Num 
ber of fire 
arms held 
by 

Classificati 
firearms 
columns 8 

on of the 
shown in 
and 9 


Q 

1 AIX 


wk 

A IX 

XIV 

XX 

XV i 

Number of persons 
from the provisions 0 

Licensees 

1 

0. 

I 

1 

!i 

■s i 
a M 

S’® 

3 2 
< " 

1 ^ 
pi 

a 

p 

u ^ 
a 0 

"S S ' 

o-^ 
— rfj 

J3 -g 

' £S 
n “ 

0 Other firearms 

* Remarks 


1 - 2 -' 

~ 

T"' 

1 - 5 -' 

1 6 ' 

1 7 ! 

1 8 1 

9 

10 
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Form a. (Vide 0. P rule 39, page 382 ) 

Stock Account Book of — — ... Son of — — — Caato ■ , resident of .■ 

district , licensed to manufacture, convert, sell (or keep and sell) arms, ammuni- 

tion and military stores 


1 

ft 

1 

2 

DESCRIPTION. 

3 

FXREARU3 

1 4 

Other weapons 

5 

AMMUNITION 

< 

c 

> 

b 

5 

i 



J 

s ' 
s 
u 

u 

■3 

n 

4) 

n 

Other weapons 

Pistols 

Others 

1 

i , 

CO 

Bayonets 

Daggers 

Others 

Riflo 

ammunition 

Quo 

ammunition 

Shot 

Ball 

w 

Ball 


In Store- 
Added to 
Store — 
Disposed 
of— 

In Store — 





! 

1 

1 

1 






1 



Form B (Vide C P Rule 39, page 382 

Sale Book of arms, amroumlion and military stores 

5 “ 


i 

a 

4 




a 


'S s 

a 



09 









<2 



g 

s 

"go 

(S 

b 


S 

a. 

S § S 

'^1 

s 

a a ? 

fa 
a « 


pi 


ARMS Sold 


(1) Pistols and 
Revolvers. 


(2) Guns 


(3) Other 
weapons 


° S 
g a 
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Form C. ' (Vide 0. P. rule 38, page 383.) 

Register of fees under the Arms, Motor Vehicles and Petroleum Rules. 


a 

§ • 
c3 ca 

1.S ^ 
.2 

ill 

cS , 
Oil 


a 


CQ k 

a? o 

Pi -fa 

i-gs 

03 T3 
Q) 0^ 

a 2 

to m 


Rbalizatior 

WITH OPENING 
BALANCE. 


CQ 

O 

a 

CO 

a 

•T3 

n 

3 

OQ 

0 ) 


3 I 4 


CQ 

02 


P3 


o 

•1-1 

rd 

02 

> 

>-> 

o 

4* 

o 

02 

TS 

a 

P 

0} 

02 

r"" 


CO 

02 

'P 

a 

p 

02 

O 

f4 

02 

01 

Ui 

02 

P 

P 

09 

0> 

fe 


O 

•4^ 


cO 

Q 


Expendi- 

TDRB. 


o 

•P 


o 

P 


T3 

02 

4^ 

02 

A4 

02 

J: 
p P 

§s 
a s 
I- 


6 t 7 


ca 

43 

o 

+3 


ca 

Q 


■Vouchers 

GIVEN FOR 
REFUND. 



Form D. ''-■-(Vide C.'P. Rule 38, page 382.)— Form of Receipt. 

Received Rupees (in figures and words) — From— Through— On account of— 
grant 

(1) renewal of licence in Form — under the Arms Act 
duplicate 

grant 

(2) renewal of Driver’s'-or Owner’s Permit under the Motor Vehicles Rules, 
duplicate 

(3) of registration certificates and. registration of Motor Vehicles, 
duplicate 

grant 

(4) renewal of licence under the Petroleum Rules, 
duplicate 


Signature or mark of person 
making payment. 


Signature of officer . 
receiving payment. 


Date 





393 


Local Rules aNd Orduks [Assam.] 


The Atiam Local Rulea and Orders. 


1 

2 . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Similar to Bengal Vide Nolo (16) Sch I, page 133 

M 93. on pago 245 

i> .. .1 3. Fitife Jfoto (4) to Sec 6 of the Act, page 48 

» I, I. Vtde Hoto (10) to Sec 5 „ „ „ 47 

» n .. 6 and 7, Vtde „ (3) „ „ 6 „ „ 50 

.. 85 

Vtde Notes (4) and (21) to Sch I. pages 126 and 135 


9. Firearms which are rifled ore treated as rifles and are 
subject to the rules and regulations applicable to rifles, 1 0 , such 
weapons cannot bo sold to persons holding licences to possess shot 
guns only and the dealers who have licences only for shot guns 
cannot stock and offer such (rifled) arms for sale. (Indian letter 
No F-21-X. 23 dated the 22nd May 1923). 

10 Similar to Bengal Rule 48 Vtde Nolo (2) to See 1 of the Act. page 41 

11 The proviso to para. II. (ii) under the head “Fee” in 
Form XVI docs not absolve the holder of a licence in the form who 
fails to renew the same prior to its expiration from the provisions 
of sec. 19 (/) of the Act, if after the expiration of the hcenooho 
remains in possession of the arms in respect of which the licence 
was granted. The effect of para II (u) is to fix the foe payable 
in respect of the renewal of a licence and the fact that the licensing 
authority cannot charge the enhanced fee unless the application 
for renewal IS mado more than one month after tbo date of expira- 
tion, in no way affects his competence to order the prosecution of a 
licensee who while retaining possession of the arms covered by 
the licence does not apply for renewal of a licence till after, though 
less than one month after, its expiration. The licence read with 
the relevant provisions of the Act only authorises tho licensee to 
possess and go armed with tho arms covered thereby, up to a certain 
date. If he should apply for renewal after, but less than a momh 
after, that date, then, again without prejudice to tho right to pro- 
secution for unlicensed possession he would be charged ordinary 
renewal fee amounting to half the original fee (India No. F-21- 
XIX 24 dated the 16th May 1924.) 

12 Similar to Bengal Buie 50 Vtde Note (5) to See I, page 40 

13 Vide Note (3) to Rule 33, pago 107. 

14 Vtde para 6 of Rosn No 829 1 1932 dated the 3rd Nov. 1923, page 25. 

15 Obsolete 


16. Officers of the Indian (Imperial Police Service) may keep 
as part of their equipment one revolver or one pistol in addition 
to the revolver or automatic pistol prescribed in the uniform 
Regulations published with H D. Notn. No F-717-22 dated tho 
22nd May 1924 (India No F-21-LXV‘I-25 dated the 15th June 1924. 

17. Vide Notes (10) to (12) to rule 7, of tho I A B , 1924, page 91 

18 No 24431 dated the 1st Juno 1914. The provisions of tho 
Indian Arms Act, 1878 (IX of 1878), are in force throughout the 
province of Assam except in the Lushai Hills. Tho attention of 
all offloors of Government, and of all manufacturers, dealers, and 
owners of arms and ammunition, is hereby drawn to tho provisions 
the Act, to the Notification and Rules made by tho Govornor- 
tieneral m Council as published in the Eastern Bengal and Anvim 





dr® empowei-pr?’ and ■■'/;.•!,; .,. •■• ! i-iin. 

ar^Pordance withThL ““““m'tion or ^J-iu ''-'''- 
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20. The following classes of persons shall ordinarily be allowed 
a licence for one smooth boro on application and without further 
inquiry. (Assam Man p 150) 

(») Membership of any order established by tbo Crown, or tho possession of a 
title conferred or recognised by tho Government of India or of the Kaisar i Hind 
Medal or a certificate of honour. («) Members, past or present, of the Indian 
■ ons included In the list of Provincial 

. ^8 500 land revenue or Rs 50 as 

I who have paid income tax m the 
year of application (v) Government servant m receipt of a salary of not less than 
Rs 100 per month (vi) Commissioned and gaxetted officers of bis Majesty’s Naval 
Military or Air Forces Indian Marino Service or a commissioned Indian officer of 
tho Imperial Service Troops in active service (tu) Pensioners official or non 
official, who beforo retirement, were included m the last three categories (viiO 
Members of tho Auxiliary Force and tho Indian Territorial Force , (ix) Bishops, 
ordained priests, and ministers of tbo Christian religion tho leading Adhikar 
Qosains, and tho Sa]]ada Nashins of tbo principal Dargabs (x) Honorary Magistrates, 
(xi) Members of Local and Municipal Boards and members of tbo Union Panchayats 
under Bengal Act, V of 1876, (xti) Mauzadars, (xiiO Goanburas Dalais and other 
reccgniscd vlllago headmen, (xio) Sarpauches and members of village authorities , 
(xv) Legal practitioners , (xvi) Doctors on tho medical register , (xtii) All persons 
hitherto exempted from taking out liconces who do not fall in any of the above 
classes. 


21. It should bo left to the discretion of District Magistrates 
what agency they should employ for tlie purpose of satisfying them- 
selves that applicants for gun licenses are fit persons to possess 
arms Whenever previous enquiiies are necessary however, they 
should be carried out promptly and in a manner which is neither 
inquisitorial nor calculated to wound the self esteem of the appli- 
cant* Tho special form of enquiry slip which was prescribed in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Government letter No 3943*47 G , 
dated the 29th July 1909, has been cancelled. In oider that it may 
readily be ascertained whether an application for a license has 
been previously enquired into and also to keep a check over such 
applications a Register of applications for licenses has been pres- 
cribed by tho Local Government The Register is to be maintained 
in manuscript in the office of all Deputy Commissioners and Sub- 
divisional Officers in the form proscribed at page 230 of Assam 
Manual, {Assam Man. page 151) 


22 The district maxima which wore laid down by the Assam 
Administration in 1916 for the issue of licenses weie revised with 
the revision of the Arms Rules in 1920, which made them inopera 
tive, and are now cancelled. Licensesfor the protection of crops 
should be issued freely where the need is known to exist. {Assam 
Man pag(> 151) 


23 There is no limit in the plains district on the possession 
of ammunitions for shot guns or for *22 bore and target rifles 
Particular of the amounts allowed should be endorsed by the 


or ammunitions for shot guns or lor uoie aim 
Particular of the amounts allowed should be endorsed by the 
licensing authority in the appropriate column of the license against 
each weapon The maximum amount of amrnunition 
be purchased or possessed during the year by the hdders of 
licenses in form XV, XVI, XVIII, XIX other than persons belonging 
to the h^ll tribes la as follows , — 
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Smooth bore muzzle-loading or breeoh.Ioading gim 
Rifles of '22 bore or miniature target rifles 
Rifles of other bores 
Revolvers and Pistols 


No limit, 
No'limit. 
200 rounds. 
100 rounds. 


The above maxima are fixed with the object of preventing 
licensees from purchasing large quantities of ammunition in'' excess 
of their legitimate requirements, but any person who can prove that 
he needs more than those standards may be given a license for a 
larger quantity of ammunition (Letter No. C. P.— 53-384-87 G, J., 
^ dated the 28th January 1924) {Assam Man. page 152). 

24. A single license form only is now necessary for all the 
weapons licensed, and not a separate license for each arm. The 
licensing authority may however issue a separate license for any 
weapons when the issue of a single license would cause incon- 
venience. {Assam Man. page 152). 


25. Vide Rule 7 of the I. A. R, 1934, and Notes thereunder. 


26. The prohibitions and directions contained in Sec. 15 of the 
Indian Arms Act, 1878, are retained in respect of air pistols of the 
kind specified in entry 2 (iii) of the table in Schedule II of the 
I. A. R , 1924, in all districts in the province of Assam and no person 
in the province shall have in his possession an air pistol of the kinds, 
except under a licence and in the manner and to the extent permit- 
ted by the aforesaid entry. {Assam Man. page J63). 

27. Licenses for watchmen may be granted in Form X'VI and 
for cash guards in Form XX. The former should be granted by the 
Magistrate of the district in which it is required, the latter, in the 
case of cash brought from Calcutta by the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta ; in other cases by the Magistrate of the district from which 
the journey begins. 

ZV. B . — Journey license can only be given to persons already licensed to possess 

arms. 

28. Guns having maker’s name and number marked need not 
be stamped <with the district number, as it will be enough to enter 
in the register the maker’s name and Register. All other guns should 
be stamped with the district initial and number on the underside 
of the barrel. The mark’s should be examined at the time of ‘'b® 
renewal of the licence. {E. B. and A. No. 3537 PL of the 8 Novr. 
1911 and Assam Man. page 153-154). 

Marking of Arms. 


District initial letters are as follows : — 

Name of district 
Oachar 

Darrang » 

Garo Hills 

Goalpara 

Kamrup 

Lakhimpur 

Nowgong 

Sibsagar 

Sylhet 

Naga Hills 

Sadiya Frontier Tract 

Balipara Frontier Tract 

Lushai Hills 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills 


District initial number. 
0 . 

Dr- 

G.H. 

Go. 

K. 

L. 

No. 

S. 


Sy. 
N.H- 
S. F. T. 
B.F.T. 
L.H. 

K. H, 
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29 A licence in form No XX merely authorises the holder to 
travel armed from one place to another and does not convey any 
authority to shoot at any place traversed by him in the course of 
his journey This should bo specifically explained to applicants 
for these licences at the time of issue Any person who wishes to 
use or possess his firearms outside the district or province for which 
it IS licensed in form XVI must get the licence made valid by the 
licensing authority under ruin 33 of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924, 
for the district or province, as the case may bo, nhich he visits in 
tho conrso of hia joutnoy (^Issam Man page tS4) 

30 Vxdi Nolo (T1 to See S pogo 47 

AU-lndia licences sliould be as 
and accordingly under Rule 33 (2) of the 
Assam is no longer excluded from tho scop 
Orders have been issued under Rule 33 {3) 

licences granted outside Assam shall not be valid in Assam until 
countersigned by a licensing authority of the province and that no 
licence shall be valid m any area that mtiy from time to time be 
declared a Back ward Tract under Sub section 2 of section 53 A of 
the Government of India Act until countersigned by the District 
Officer or Political officer concerned When, therefore, licensing 
authorities m this province issue licences with provincial or All- 
India validity, tlic Backward Tracts in Assam should be expressly 
excepted and they should enter in the appropriate column of the 
licence tho words ‘Assam except the Backward Iracts' or 
‘All India except the Back ward Tracts in Assam, as the case may 
be {A^sam 2/an p<u/<^ 155) 


32 Under Rule 33 (3) of the Indian Arms Rules 1924, a licence 
granted by a licensing authority outside the province of Assam 
shall not be valid in Assam until countersigned by a District Magis 
trate in Assam and no licence whether granted within or without 
Assam shall be valid in any territory that may from time to time 
be declared under Sub section 2 of Section 52 A of the Government 
of India Act a backward Tract until countersigned by tho District 
Magistrate of such tract (Assam Jlfaii page lS5) 


note —T ho following tracts la Assam have dettlared to be backward 
tracts — 

1 The Garo Hills District 2 Tho British poitioa of the Khasi jmd Jai^ia 
Hills District other than the SWIloag Mimioipahty 

Mikit Hills bn the Nowgoug and Sbsagar l^*striot) 4 The North Cach^ Hills 
(la the Cachat District) 5 The Naga Hills D'st«ot 6 The Lushai Hills Distr ck 
7 Tho SadiyaErootier Tract 8 ThoBalipara Frontier Tract 9 The Lakhimpur 
Frontier Tract 

33 License m forms XV, XVI, XVlIl and XIX are granted 
for a period of from one to three yems When the period 
mg espiry, if the arms covered by a licence are ^“1 in the holder s 

according to which officers headquarters f 

cants plLe of residence for the time being Froduction 
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necessarily demanded before a licence is renewed bufc if- 
should be understood that it rests -with the licensing authority to 
demand this if he deems it necessary. The original iicenSLw 
of course, accomppy all applications for nenewal. In many cases 
personal app ication will be found most speedy and conveS 
and aie therefore encouraged where persons reside at head-quarters 
Rations or in cities and towns or in country districts where the 
Deputy Commissioner or Sub- divisional officer arranges to renew 
licences on tours but (here is no objection to the submission of these 
applications^ through the post. Fees for renewal are usually 
hair the original fees. In this connection it should be noted how- 
ever that licensing authorities have discretion to levy fees at the 
oiiginStl ^iQ.fe6s in rcspGct of ronowa-ls whoro tli6 3'pplication for 
renewal is not received within month following the date of expiry 
of the licence and where there is no sufficient excuse for the delay 
(Assam manual para. 16-) 


34. Instructions for the interchange of information between 
the authorities granting or rene-wing the licence with a view to 
accurpte maintenance of Arms registers (Assam man. page. 357.) 

(I) The authority who originally granted a licence will communicate all 
changes of residence which are reported to him to all subsequent renewing authorities 
of \Those existence they must necessarily be aware if the requirements of proviso (c) 
to rule ‘12 (3) of the rules have been observed. 


(2) An authority renewing a licence in Form XVI which was not originally 
granted by him but which is valid within his jurisdiction will communicate infor- 
mation of renewal and of the period for which the licence is valid to the authority 
who originally granted the licence and also, if it has subsequently been renewed by 
one or more intermediate authorities, to the authorities who last renewed it. If 
the licence holder has permanently taken residence within his jurisdiction he will 
also transfer the weapon to his own register and inform the granting and inter- 
mediate renewing authorities that he has done so. The last previous renewing 
authority will thereupon strike the weapon of his register with a note. '‘Transferred 

to ” whilst the authority which originally granted the licence will similarly 

note the title of the last renewing authority. Where tbo change of re.sidence is 
temporary the only action required is that stated in the first sentence of this 
paragraph, 

(3) The above instructions do not apply to the case where application is made 
for the renewal of a licence not valid within the jurisdiction of the authority to 
whom application is made. In such a case the correct procedure is to issue a new 
licence. 

(4) A similar procedure to that described in para. 2 above may be adopted in 
cases in which a licence in form XVUI or XIX which is valid throughout a-di.strict 
was granted by the Deputy Commissioner and is renewed by the Sub-divisionai 
officer or vice versa. 


35-36. Similar to Bengal Rule 106, page, 

37. All vendors in Assam are required to maintain a stock 
register and sale registers. A copy of all entries made the 

sale registers will be sent to the Superintendent of Police, in whose . 

district the vendor resides, on the first day of each month. On 

receipt of these copies, the Superintendent of Police will compwe 

the entries with the list of persons licensed to 
and of persons exempted from 

order to ascertain whether the purchaser SI to 

weapon of the kind purchased, or of the calibre of all 

the ammunition purchased. He should ajso m the case pf 
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purchases of rifles, revolvers and pistols and of ammunition for 
this class of weapon ask tho purchaser to report whether he has 
p irchased a weapon or any ammunition and to specify the character 
and number of tho weapon tho character and quantity of ammuni 
tion purchased, and the name of the supplying firm In calling 
for this information care must bo taken not to disclose to the 
reported purchaser tho nature of tho entries made m the vendors 
regi'itor The enquiry may either bo made by letter or by sending 
a police officer to the spot 

38 On tho receipt of a copy of an entry relating to tho sale of 
arms or ammunition to a person who resides in another district, 
tho Superintendent of Police will forward to the Superintendent 
of Pohco of the district where the purchaser resides a sale vetifica 
tion ’slip* containing all necessary particulars in regard to the 
entry in question and the latter officer will have the necessary 
enquiries made and report the result 

39 Tho copy of the sale register contains a column for remarks 
111 this column will be noted any action taken and the result of 
any enquiry made in regard to any entry and a reference will be 
made to any correspondence which has taken place in regard to it 
The monthly copies of the sale register should be kept together 
m a file so that Inspecting Officers may judge readily whether tho 
Superintendent of Police has dealt with them properly 

40 Arrangements have been made under which all verification 
sale slips should be forwarded direct by the authorities of other 
provinces to the Superintendents of Police or Deputy Commissioner 
in charge of Police of the District in which the purchaser resides 
A sale verification register should be maintained in the offices of 
all Superintendents of Police and Deputy Commissioners in charge 
of Police to show the results of the verification of sale of slips 
sent from other provinces as these slips are Tetutned to the 
province of issue Tho register should include all sales made to 
persons resident in tho district, both from another district within 
the province and from places outside the province Caro should 
be taken that it does not include the details of sales made by 
licensed vendors in the district itself to persons resident within 
that district This register should be carefully inspected and 

checked by tlio Superintendents of Police monthly they should 

also watch sales and make inquiries into important items from 
time to time 

41 In addition to the verification of sales the stock of arms 

and ammunition in the possession of vendors must be periodically 
inspected and checked and the registers prescribed under the rules 
examined, to see that they are correctly kept up and totalled and 
that the stock tallies with the balance as shown in the books and 
that in no case the sale to one person exceeds the maximum which 
ho may legally possess The inspecting officer should also fre 
time to time compare the monthly leturn of salp submitted to t 
Superintendent of Police by the vendors with tho ” 

in the sale register 
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the letters N. H. and with a number, 
and the make and the description of the weapon shall be entered into a register. 

f ’ weapons held under licenses made valid 

under rule 2 provided that such weapons bear a maker’s name and number in which 
case the maker s name and number, and the description of the weapon will be 
registered. (4) The possession of arms or ammunition without a licence and the 
breach or any of the conditions of a licence granted or made valid uuder these rules 
shall be punishable with imprisonment which mav extend to two years or with 
fine or with both. (5) Licenses shall be granted in Form XVI of the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, subject to such alterations and notifications as the Deputy Commissioner 
may decide, (6) There shall be no fee for the issue of licenses or for the renewal of 
licenses of muzzle-loading weapons. The initial fee for the grant of a license for a 
breech-loading weapon shall he Rs. 10 in the case of a pistol or revolver, and Rs. 5 
for any other weapon. The annual renewal fee shall be Rs. 5 for a pistol or revolver 
and Rs. 2-8 for any other breach-loading weapon provided that the Deputy Commis- 
sioner may permit the holder of a breech-loading weapon to renew his license for 
any period upto 3 years on payment of the combined renewal fees for the period, 
(7) Every license granted under Rule 1 may contain a clause to the effect that 
the weapon covered by the license may be used by all the male members of the 
village, clan or kindred as the case may be. (8) The Deputy Commissioner may 
grant licenses to approve persons for the sale of ammunition. The form of vendor’s 
license shall correspond as for as possible to Form X of the Indian Arms Rules, 1924 
and the fee for such license shall be Es. 10 annually. Such persons shall sell 
ammunition in accordance with the instructions issued from time to time by the 
Deputy Commissioner, and any breach of such instructions shall be punishable' with 
imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine or with both. (9)' Ail 
persons holding licenses issued under Rule 1 shall purchase ammunition only at the 
shops and from the persons approved by the Deputy Commissioner under Rule 8, 
and on written authority from the Deputy Commissioner or, in the case of the 
Mokokchung Sub-division, from the Sub-divisional oflicer, (lO) The Deputy Com- 
missioner may delegate to the Sub-divisional officer, Mokokchung, and withdraw 
from him any or all of the powers given by these rules. (11) The 'Deputy Oommjs- 
sioner may from time to time issue instructions in conformity with these rules tor 
the purpose of the control and supervision of arms and ammunition within the 
district. 

58. Notification No. 66d-G. J. dated the 17th February 
Under condition 13 of licenses in Forms IX and X of Schedule 
VIII of the Indian Arms Rules 1934, the aforesaid condition is 
applied to ; — 

(a) any member of a hill tribe residing in the Naga Hills, th^uahai Hfils, 
the North Cachar Hills, the Sadiya Frontier Tract, the Balipara i^ontierlract 
and the Lakbimpur Frontier Tract ; (6) Thibetans ; (c) Bhutias ; (d) Transfrontier 
Nagas. 

It will now be illegal for a vendor to sell ammunition to a Hill- 
man of the tribes mentioned in the Notification No. 664 U. J. 
the 17th Feb,, 1923, except on the production of a permit si^ed fy 

Deputy Commissioner or Sub-division^ ofScer of the District or jud QW 

the 


issued to 
lib shot, or 


Political officer or Assistant Political officer of the Frontier Tr^t. ^ 
in or on the border of which the hilman resides. The maximum 
quantity of ammunition for which permits should be 
one person in a year is Hft of gunpowder, 60 caps ar 
50 cartridges. . 

As regards the members of the Hill tribes p 

No. 664 G J. dated the 17th Feb. 1923. the present scale of 

tion for which permits should 1923 will 

in para. 2 of letter No. 683-86 G. J. dated the 20th Feb, Id^d, wu 

remain in force until further orders. 

59. A licence granted by a licensing 
province of Assam shall not valid in Assam unti o 
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granted within or without AsMm”ha]i^be whether 

that may from time to time bo daolaroA territory 

section 52 A of tho Govornmont of fn/ ““''fi' section 2 of 

"fTd^:r397:'"''“‘‘ Mfst3trate°l^eth"frfct- 

of the N«lh®‘Lnkh °mpur tXdiiiion“ unIeVs"™^i‘'’H 
previously obtained, of the Political officer^ SXpara IS 

try 

the Act within their local Imnta tho m°hab7”^° of any offence 

rrirL*i-££f £: 

hill lp!h''^°‘* except under license from the Political Agent The 
hill tribes are allowed arms under license from thf p 

Manipur State Council, at tho rate of one gurforevervfifraf’ 
am^f," i" ‘'■i’ President has permissiort^im^ 

ofn^ ®“ns fho scale allowed is one-half Xind 

of powder, one half pound of shot and fifty caps per gun per annum^ 

The President keeps 20 gnns which a7 State property and Xe 
ammfi "““oosory to keep down the numter of wild 

aethn^ British subjects wherever they reside ate expecteiT to 
get licenses from Political Agent. They can buy ammunition from 
the President (Assam man. page 168 ) raien irom 


63 Licenses for firearms granted by the Manipur authorities 
uo not permit tho carrying of arms into British territory If hill- 
pen from Manipur cross the border they must leave their firflirmJ 
behind them. (Assam man p 169 ) 

61 Khasi States — Siems, their subject and other residents 
Jn tho same independent States of iChasi Hills shall not nnrrhe«n 
arms without the permission of 
Jhe case of rifles, that of the 
obtained only on permits 
and from licensed vendors in Assam 


65 The Sardar of Jirang and the Siems of Bhowal and Malai 
sohmal exercise the power to issue licences for old guns. It jg 
desirable however that the Deputy Ooranussionor should be able 
‘0 know what is being done in the matter of the issue of gun licences 
^Pd orders should be issued to all Sxems, Sardars and Lyngdohs 
^ open a register, which shall be open to inspection by the Deputy- 
commissioner, giving necessary details as presv* 
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The Principal points for general inspection are given below 


taken 

What 


witApreyioi^ years. 3. Are guns produced and returned punctually? -1. Arc step 

produced for inspection on the date fixed 1 
u^An^oo 9 rfno/Vh promptly and ^returned • pro!nj)tlv to tin 

iRsnp nf IfS’nla ^®S«atrate renew licences in the interior while on tour afto: 

suitable centres? 6. Does the Sfajuiali 
of guns show that guns ate equitably distributed 
them? 7. Are new guns duly, punched and mini- 
j®x® 0 n®’ rr® *®® firearms in possession of exempted persons up tc 

fu o ®^® present in the IfaiAAnna f Why are thoj 

tnere r lU. Are confiscated arms and ammunition properly disposed of as laid 
^wn at pages 148 and 171 of the Arms Manual [Vide para. I on p-'iges of this 
' * IL Are applications for gun licences promptly and suitably disposed 
ordinarily allowed without Inquiry as laid down in para, 
page ? What inquiry is made in other cases. 13. How many cases- have been' there 
under the Arms Act ? 14. Notes as to the propriety of the. result, and of the 
sentence. 15. Have rewards been paid in connection with these cases ? If . not; 
should not rewards have been given ? If paid, were they paid promptly ? 16. • . Are: 
the orders regarding a clo.se season promptly carried out ? 17. Are all arms and 
ammunition shops situated only at district and sub-divisional head-quarters. Note 
dates of inspections during the last year and names and designation of officers;' 
18. Have inspection of shops been made regularly by the police? 19,. Has the 
District Magistrate or Sub-divisional Officer inspected the '^magazines of . other’ 
receptacles for the storage of arms and ammunition ? 20. What steps are taken; 
to prevent vendors from selling to licensees ammunition in excess of the prescribed', 
quantities ? 21. What is the state of the magazines ? Do they fulfil the conditions/ 
of the license and is the stock of ammunition within the prescribed limits ? Dompara/ 
the sale of arms, ammunition and military stores for the last two years and account / 
for any marked variation. 22. Are any explosives used exclusively for blasting 
in the district ? If so, state vinder what conditions and in what quantities. >3./; 
What licenses have been given for the manufacture, possession and sale ofiiw.; 
works, and in what forms ? 24. Have the premises of these vendors been inspected., 
by the police ? Note the dates of inspection during the past twelve months. , r j 

A Brief Explanation of tlie Indian Arms Rules. 1924, affeefcing 
the possession of arms by private individuals with special reference ; 
to Aissam. Tbe paragraphs generally follow _ those printed on-; 
page 31 to 37 with modifications to suit the 'provincial requirements.;,; 
Under para. 2 (i) the Assam Govt, has prescribed the following rules. 

1. Every exempted person shall enter all arms in his possession in the formv 
prescribed (page 178 of the Assam manual) and shall forward the same to the Diatnat.;; 
Magistrate of the district in which he ordinarily resides. The form may be obtained,. ; 
on application from the office of the Disrict Magistrate. 2. An exempted pemon*' 
shall forthwith report to the District Magistrate *5*^®** » ® w 

quent increase in the number of arms in his possession. He shall ‘ / 

any reduotion in the number already registered due to sale, loss or theft of arms 


in class due to the conversion:.;? 

of; ’ 


in his possession. He shall also report any change — of ' 

of any such arms, 3, An exempted person shall report any permanent c®a®g® 
residinoa to the District Magistrate of the district where he 1 

the arms in his possession under rule I. 4. -Li exemp^d person f^earms'- 

another province for permanent residence in thw province shall ^ comply' 

in his possession in the manner prescribed m 
with these rules shall render the exempted person 

exemption. [The persons who are eligible for hfe certificates ate mentionea on 
page 37.} 

Reference to Cases referred to on pages 187-201.. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


9 Bom. 518 
21 Mad. 360 
7 Mad, 70 
34 Gal. 749 


Hira Patel 
Jayaram Reddi 
Vyapuri Kangano 
Satisfa Chandra Roy 


Vide Note (15) page 41;;' { 

.. (5) 

■ ( 10 ) 

„ .(41)-.V/:^:?^?:^ 
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5. 

L.B. Ruling 556 of 1903 Nga Kya Nyo 

(25) 

44 

6. 

3 0. W. N. 394 

Kali Natfa Singh ,, 

1 (2) 
lU3) 

61 

66 

7. 

20 Cal. 444 

KUbemwa 

(1) 

61 

8. 

20 Cal. 444 

Frabhat Cbandra Cboudburt „ 

(60) 

68 

0 , 

24 AIL 454 

Harpal Rai ,, 

(61) 

68 

10. 

28 AIL 302 

Ram Sarup „ 

(14) 

71 

11. 

15 All. 27 

Williams „ 

(16) 

64 

12. 

24 Bom. 423 

Tyabali „ 

(2) 

73 

13. 

15 AIL 129 

Sangam Lai „ 

(58) 

08 

Id. 

27 CaJ. 692 

Ahmed Husain „ 

(63) 

69 

15. 

36 Cal. 433 

Bra]endra Kishor Rat Cboudhuri „ 

(4). (5), (6) 

77 

16. 

41 „ 11 

Charu Cbandra Ghoth 


64 

ir. 

42 1153 

Hariba CAatt^rii 


42 

18. 

15 C. W. N. 410 

Akbil Nath Dali 


52 

19. 

19 „ 700. 

Kbagendra Nath Cbaudbuii. 




Fagcs 2Q2 to 210 nf tha Assam Manual give a Summary, with reference to 
sondition 10 of Licence form XVI, (page 179), of tho rcstticlmns on shooting outside 
reserved foicata, and pages 211-231. tUe forms of retainers, etc , prescribed under the 
rules In force in Assam, 
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